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ROBERT BLAKE 



A PABLIAMENTAEY ADMEttAL. 



Born 1598. Died 1657. 



This celebrated sea officer was the son of Humphrey 1598. 
Blake, who, having acquired a considerable fortune m, {J^ 
as a Spanish merchant, purchased a small estate in the and educa- 
neighbourhood of Bridgewater, in Somersetshire, where tl0n * 
our hero was born in August, 1598. He received the 
first rudiments of instruction at the Grammar School 
of the town ; but his parents being desirous of giving 
him a superior education, entered him early at Oxford. 
Here he remained about seven years, and applied him- 
self with assiduity to carry out his father's wishes, 
but was unsuccessful in his endeavours to obtain a 
studentship at Christ Church, or a fellowship at Mer- 
ton ; and accordingly he quitted the University in Leaves 
1623, with the degree of M.A. According to Claren- ****** m 
don, he returned to his paternal home at Bridgewater 
yol. m. T 

/ 
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1024. when about twonty-sovon years old, just in tirno to 
"" receive the parting breath of his father in 1024. 

"Of Blake's earlier years wo have no account, And 
therefore can amuse tlio reader with nono of those 
prognostics of his future actions mo often mot with in 
memoir*. He was of a melancholic and a sullen 
nature ; yet he spent his time most with good follows 
(lladieals), who liked his moroseness and the freedom 
he used in inveighing against the license of the time, 
and the power of the Court and Church." Ho had 
certainly imbibed an anti-monarchical spirit at a time 
when few men thought the kingdom in any danger, 
and were indifferent to those who possessed it. Ho 
had also attached himself to the Puritan party, and 
Kloetrol in April, 1040, he was, on what would now bu termed 
water In " " " nor,, l prim'iph'S," elected burgess in the now Par- 
1fl40. liametit for his native town. The speedy dissolution 

of that assembly in the following month deprived him 
of an opportunity of trying his powers as a debater j 
and at the mm election he did not recover his seat. 

Thus when the Civil War broke out Blake was 
already, in a certain sense, a public man ; and he 
declared for the Parliament, in conformity with his 
already avowed principles. But, thinking that a bare 
declaration for right was not all the duty of a good 
citizen, he at once raised a troop of dragoons, and 
appeared in the field with a good following, and with 
so much bravery, that he was noticed for it. It will 
surprise no one who learns his character to hear that 
Ho rpfW* he was soon advanced to the rank of Captain ; so that 

rmZr to in 1{VIA > fti U, ° * U W of ,,rll M •»« ,lft<1 ^trusted to his 
Prince keeping the command of a little fort upon the line, 
!nl'i rt ' which ho refused to give tip to Prince Jlupert after 
Colonel Fieiines, the Governor, had signed the articles 
of surrender. This angered the Prince to such a 
degree, that he declared that if he could catch Blake 
ho would have him hung for such a violation of the 
customs of war. Ulako took Taunton by surprise, and 
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subsequently held it as Governor, when the Lord 1645. 
Goring came up before the place with an army of _. ~ 
10,000 men. The town was ill fortified and ill supplied successful 
with every thing necessary for supporting a siege ; but defence of 
this was just the occasion on which a man like Blake 1^45 . 
could evince his qualities. Windham indeed, who was 
personally a friend and acquaintance of Blake, proposed 
a capitulation : but Blake resisted this with scorn and 
indignation, and maintained the place under all the 
disadvantages of a breach in the walls, until the siege 
was raised by the Parliament's army in 1645. This for which 
.service was so highly esteemed that the House voted ^^m' 
him a Parliamentary grant of 500Z. : for Taunton was 500/. 
deemed a possession of much importance, as being the 
only fortress then possessed by the popular party in 
the West of England. 

Although Blake had now come to be regarded as a 
leading man, yet it does not appear that he again re- 
sumed his seat in the House: nevertheless he gave 
unmistakable proofs on all occasions of his firm ad- 
herence to the Parliamentary cause, although he was Disap- 
▼ery far from proceeding with it in the measures that ]£^ ut i on 1C 
led to the death of Charles I., but, on the contrary, of Charle* 
openly disapproved of that measure as unjust and 
illegal ; and made no scruple of declaring, in the open- 
ness and humanity of his temper, " that he would as 
freely venture his life to save the King as ever he did 
to serve the Parliament." 

The moderation of Blake's character made it soon 
apparent that he was not a man to be cajoled by 
Cromwell and his associates in the steps contemplated 
by them as the consequences of the King's death. 
Even previously to that consummation they had 
evinced considerable jealousy and suspicion of the 
honest resolution and military genius of the successful 
defender of Taunton ; and the party of the Indepen- 
dents had taken the precaution of lessening his power 
by disbanding the principal portion of the forces en- 

T 2 
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1645. trusted to his command. Nevertheless he was al- 

ready too important a character in the eye of the 

Parliament public to be set aside, and the House was accordingly 

votes him moyed to ess renewed thanks and gratitude for his 

a second r . ° 

donation, eminent services, accompanied by a second donation of 

500Z. 

1049. In February, 1649, he was offered a share in the 

Appointed comman( i f the Parliament Fleet, with Colonel Deane 

to a com- 

mand of arid Colonel Popham. Although for the limited period 

tne ParHa- of nine months, yet he readily consented to act with 
ment Fleet. i_ -i i i i_ • i t* • t t i 

men who had been his personal friends and comrades 

in the war, though altogether unused to serve afloat. 
Thus he became, by a title invented for the occasion, 
General of the Fleet : for at this period military and 
naval commands were considered by no European 
nation as incompatible. 
Disgrace- But when the newly-appointed Parliament Admirals 
5f ^, ate r of went on board their ships of war, they found them 
so utterly out of condition, that it was the first 
requisite to constitute the three commanders into 
a Board of Commissioners of the Navy, to inquire 
into and amend the service. When the new officials 
came to • examine in detail the actual state of affairs, 
they found the disorders greater than ever they had 
apprehended. Few of the vessels were even sea- 
worthy. Abuses existed every where to such a 
degree that the stores and arms were systematically 
stolen or purloined, and the wages of the sailors 
were insufficient and irregularly paid; so that a 
natural dissatisfaction existed throughout the service. 
The energy and character of the new Commissioners 
were soon evinced; for they examined with their 
own eyes both the dockyards and the ships. The 
idle, the vicious, and the disaffected of the crews were 
at once discharged, and the ablest commanders were 
searched out and employed as captains of the re- 
spective vessels. 

The details of the work must, however irksome, be 
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deemed to have been assiduously performed, since it was 1619. 

a short interval when, on the 18th April, 1649, Blake „, ,""" 
... r Blake coni- 

set his foot on deck as a naval Commander, and began mences his 
the career on which his fame depends at the age of fifty. naval 
Although one of three Commissioners, Blake is always 18t h April, 
spoken of as taking the lead in all matters of com- 1649. 
xnand. To Blake was committed the task of chasing, 
fighting, and destroying the freebooting fleet under 
Prince Rupert, wherever they might be found. The Prince 
two brothers, Rupert and Maurice, had with a few SeaKm- 
ships of the royal fleet taken possession of Kinsale, sale, 
whence they sallied forth on their marauding expedi- 
tions, and the harbour was soon filled with the prizes 
they had made from the commercial navy of all nations. 

Blake, therefore, with the Commonwealth flag (the 
old English Jack, a red cross on a white ground) 
flying from the main-mast of the " Triumph," passed 
down the Channel, and stood for the harbour of 
Kinsale with two frigates. On their way they en- 
countered a storm, after which they fell in with the 
first vessel of the enemy (which had been separated 
from its consorts), whom they forced to surrender. 
Pushing forward after this success, they came upon 
the companion ships, whom they chased into the 
pirate hold, where, with Ayscue's assistance, Blake ' 
thought to close them in. Under such circumstances 
the resolution was taken by the Prince of preparing an 
opportunity for forcing his way out of harbour, as soon 
as the season broke up, and that the Parliament fleet 
should be again driven from the blockade. This Escape of 
occurred towards the end of October, when a violent j^ m f^ t 
gale having scattered the blockading squadron from from Kin- 
the offing, Rupert and Maurice seized the opportunity, Ba ^ e * 
and, getting the start unobserved, made sail direct for 
the Tagus. 

Blake had thus effected the object of his duty by 
clearing the inland seas of every enemy. It is stated, 
however, that information now reached the British 
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1050. Government that, while on their progress down the 
"-* Portuguese coast, the Princes had met with two 
English merchantmen bound from London to San 
Lucar, whom after a desperate struggle they had 
captured and carried into the Tagus, where they forth- 
with manned them for war service. The home traders 
made such urgent complaints of the insecurity of 
British Commerce at this time, that the Council of 
State adopted the then unusual resolution of fitting 
out a winter fleet, of which they gave the command 
to Blake, under a new commission expressly to go in 
quest of these pestilent marauders. 

His new fleet consisted of five ships, carrying 

altogether 114 guns, and the Commodore placed his 

flag on the vesscd called " The Tiger." These were 

ready for sea by the middle of January, 1650 ; and 

it was promised him that eight more ships should 

follow in the spring, of which five should be men-of- 

Hlttk« war# When Blake appeared at the mouth of the 

pentibwion ^agus, nc forthwith sent in a messenger to the King of 

of the Portugal, to inform him that the strange fleet in hit 

Kto^to** 6 P or * belonged to the enemies of the Commonwealth of 

attack England, and he demanded leave to fall upon it at their 

Rupert. anchorage. King John declined the proposition, but 

in very soft terms, accompanied with declarations of 

esteem, and a present of provisions. Blake affected not 

to comprehend the King's answer, and ordered his 

boats to cross the bar. A few shots from Belem 

Castle, however, stopped them, and the Admiral desired 

a reason for this show of hostility against a friendly 

power, "there being no war at that time betwixt 

Portugal and England." Not satisfied with the reply 

of the officer in charge of the Castle, the Admiral sent 

in a complaint to the Government at Lisbon, declaring 

that he was anxious not to violate a friendly river, but 

that ho was the representative of a powerful nation, 

and that the fugitive Princes owned no country, and 

had not even a single port that they could call their 



A PABLIAMENTABT ADMIRAL. 323 

own, and therefore had no claim to be treated as a 1650. 
neutral power. Blake followed up these representa- — 
tions by entering the river with his fleet, and anchored 
in the bay, whence he unceasingly pressed the King 
and Council for leave to fall on the revolters anchored 
nearly opposite him. Months were spent in these 
negotiations, and in that interval Popham arrived from 
England with the promised reinforcement. Blake now 
raised his demands, and resolved on creating a sensa- 
tion, since it was evident that the King was now 
disposed to pronounce for the cause of the two Princes. 
The British Admiral accordingly executed an act of 
vigour worthy of his nation. 

He had for some time suspected that the negotiations 
had been prolonged to cover the departure of the Brazil 
Fleet, then fitting out in the Tagus for their summer 
voyage. This fleet, consisting of nine sail, then coming Blake 
out of the river to commence their voyage, Blake seized 5? ize ?i 
the whole of it without ceremony, removed the crews out Fleet. 
of the ships, supplied their places with his own people,' 
and thus at a stroke raised the effective strength of his 
fleet from thirteen to twenty-two sail. The King was 
astounded at the temerity of this act, and gave orders 
to arm his coasts and fit out his fleet. But " the spirits 
of the vasty deep " were not quite within " call." A Tte Por- 
squadron of thirteen men-of-war was all that could be fcefitate 
mustered to join the force of Prince Eupert, and even to attack 
this fleet hesitated to attack the English, who con- 'fj^£ bo 
tinned to cruise before the river, threatening to add to the 
their aggression the interceptance of the richly-freighted ™^ te " 
"Plate" Fleet, now known to be coming home from the 
Brazils. It was believed impossible for the English 
fleet to remain all the autumn on a coast that was both 
bleak and hostile ; but in spite of the elements Blake 
remained in the Portuguese waters until the expected 
fleet arrived, when, after a brief but fierce engagement, 
in which the Portuguese flag-ship went down, seven- 
teen of the fleet were captured and three buxn&d* It 
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1050. was to no purpose that the King of Portugal, alarmed 
""* at so unexpected a destruction, ordered Prince Rupert 
to carry down the combined fleet against the intruder. 
The Prince was ready enough for any act of daring 
and valour, but Vara John, the Portuguese commander, 
either would not or could not obey his signals for 
several hours, by which time Blake's fleet was too far 
to leeward for them to give chase, and the Parliament 
Admiral, with colours flying at the main-top, con- 
tinued his course, and carried his prizes to England 
without further molestation, which done, he speedily 
returned to block up the mouth of the Tagus still 
more closely. 
Blake con- The loss of so many vessels, and the increasing out- 

Jat\rfth crie * of hU 8ub J ect8 ' induced Kin B John to mitigate his 
the Por- anger, and to propose overtures of peace. The owners 
tog™** of the nine ships seized and detained by Blake were 
allowed to send home a statement of their grievances, 
that the Admiral's conduct in the matter might be 
minutely investigated ; but after a full inquiry, it was 
decided by the Council of State that the General at 
Sea had acted in the spirit of his instructions. Some 
compensation was nevertheless awarded to the owners 
for the forcible detention of their ships ; but the Coun- 
cil of State added to this relaxation the hard condition 
that Portugal should herself defray a considerable por- 
tion of the war expenses already incurred. 
Escape of Under the convention Prince Rupert had no alter- 
Rupert. native but to make the best of his way out of the 
Tagus, and with wonderful success he escaped from 
it, and reached the Port of Malaga in spite of Blake. 
Blake was out at sea when intelligence of Rupert's 
escape reached him, and leaving orders to Admiral 
Penn to cruise about the mouth of the Guadalquiver, 
he passed through the Straits with his fleet, but by 
the time he reached Malaga Rupert had sailed no one 
knew whither. At length the revolted ships were 
traced into the port of Carthagena, whither Blake 
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pursued, and on his arrival sent a messenger to inform 1650. 

the Spanish Governor that they were enemies to the """ 

Commonwealth of England, and that he, as English 

Admiral, carried instructions from the Parliament to 

pursue and destroy them. To this he received the 

same answer as had been returned him from Lisbon by 

the Portuguese, "that they had the right to protect all 

ships that came into their dominions; that if the 

Admiral were forced in thither, he should find the 

same security ;" and he was warned not to violate the 

peace of a neutral port. Disdaining the Governor's Blake de- 
... strovs the 

injunctions, Blake bore down on the revolters, and revolted 

drove some on shore, and burned and mastered their fleet at 

ships, so that the whole revolted fleet was now ~J . w 

scattered and destroyed. The two vessels on board the Princes 

which the Princes Eupert and Maurice themselves e8ca P e * 

escaped having been saved by the intervention of the 

Spaniards. 

Blake after this quitted Carthagena, and stood for 
Malaga ; and Eupert stood across for Toulon, hoping 
to receive protection from the French, since the 
omnipotent Cardinal Minister Mazarin was on no 
terms with the Commonwealth, and was prompt 
enough to protect him. He was pursued by Blake. Blake 
The Parliament Admiral, however, did not find it so R^rt 
easy to bluster the Chevalier Paul, who then com- to Toulon, 
manded in the French port. Nevertheless, desirous ^Jjjffi 
to avoid a disagreeable crisis, the French Admiral the West 
hastened the departure of his dangerous guests, and Indie8 * 
with his assistance Eupert was so well prepared for 
sea, that, seizing a favourable opportunity, he escaped 
from the roadstead, and made for the Balearic Islands. 

Our hero was not a little displeased at the treatment 1651. 
he had received at Toulon, and by the protection given j^ ke ^P* 
to the revolted fleet by the Chevalier Paul ; and in French 
February, 1651, while continuing his cruise in the fri ^ ate - 
Mediterranean, he made several French prizes in re- 
taliation. One of the number was a fine frigate of 
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forty guns. With considerable audacity he signalled 
for the Captain to come on board, which invitation 
(there being no war declared between the two nations) 
was accepted. When the Captain came, he was asked 
" whether he was willing to lay down his sword, and 
yield," and though he saw himself in Blake's power, 
he gallantly refused. The Parliament Admiral, scorn- 
ing to take advantage of one whose spirit he respected, 
answered him " that he was at liberty to go back to 
his ship, and defend it as long as he could." The 
Captain thanked him for his offer, and willingly 
accepted it. The fight began, and lasted two hours, 
when the Frenchman struck his flag, and returned on 
board the flag-ship, where en preux chevalier he 
surrendered up his sword to Blake. 

After an absence of twenty months the Admiral 
returned to England, where applause and substantial 
rewards awaited him. The Council of State made 
him a Warden of the Cinque Ports, the Parliament 
voted him a resolution of thanks and a donation, 
and the whole country resounded with the re- 
nown of a man who had revived the traditionary 
glories of the English navy, and had exercised his 
power with unequalled wisdom, resolution, and success. 
The Government had work nearer home for their 
successful Commander. Sir George Carteret still 
held possession of Jersey and Guernsey, while the 
Scilly Islands acknowledged the authority of Sir 
John Grenville. Blake, with his colleagues, was 
ordered to threaten St. Mary's. Grenville professed 
a willingness to enter into a treaty for them, but 
Blake, taking 800 men under Captain Morris with 
him, without any parley landed at the back of Tresco ; 
and although it was garrisoned by 1000 men, he 
obtained a lodgement after a stout conflict, when 
Blake possessed himself of their works and arms, and 
they surrendered at discretion. Here he erected 
batteries to bear upon St. Mary's, but finding them to 
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produce little or no effect upon the distant shore, he, 1651. 
with great risk and daring, brought in his frigates 
into the intricate and dangerous channel between the 
islands, a feat often achieved in later naval annals, but 
up to that day conceived to be a bold but impossible 
conception. It was, indeed, a fundamental maxim in 
marine warfare before the time of Blake, that no ship 
could attack any shore fortification with any hope of 
success. Blake, however, was a man who, as Claren- 
don remarks, "declined the old track, and brought 
ships to contemn castles on shore which had ever been 
thought very formidable, but were discovered by him 
to make a noise only, and to fright those who could 
rarely be hurt by them." 

A furious cannonade was forthwith opened from ****** ««P* 
St. Mary's, which was fiercely answered by broad- gau y 
sides from the shipping, until at length a practicable Islands; 

breach was made in the castle wall, when Grenville P^* 

. pare* to 

beat a parley, and surrendered the islands, garrisons, attack the 
stores, arms, and ammunition, on the sole condition ^ aD °«l 
that the lives of officers and soldiers should be spared. 
Blake forthwith turned his attention to the Channel 
Tslands Here Carteret, who commanded, was a 
staunch Cavalier, and regarded as an able General 
both by land and sea, so that a very considerable force 
of u independent " shipping, professedly acknowledging 
the royal authority, continually sought his protection. 
Upwards of 4000 men now thronged these islands, 
sea-roving adventurers who for some years past had 
been a terror to all seacraft, for success had rendered 
them most daring; so that this nest of pirates had 
become quite insufferable to all commerce. Nature 
appears to have fashioned the coasts of these islands 
into bays and inlets, formed by rocky, steep, and 
broken ramparts, which under skilful engineering had 
made them one vast and (it was thought) impregnable 
fortress. Blake was both active and judicious in the 
steps he took to bring this formidable stronghold to 
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1051. )ii« r,l,o(1ii»fH»p. Willi'* fhn r»*pf»r1ifiofi waa yt»f flffing 
~~ oiif «f Plymouth, Iha ttn% nhip, ih<» " Vlofffry,** flf»w 
fthotii fh*» (tyin-fiwl, from fh»» in1n.fi*1» fo fhf» trmifi, 
AfimtilAfing iln» wicrgy of ihi* untitling* of ofhW, aw1 
ftfirring tip their npnfhy, in or»W Mini he mighf with 
rmmifinfilf* ri'Aotirwi Aecornpliflh hi* nhjwf. 

At length, hy the tnhblle of Oetoher, the Piirliiirriffit 
fleet waa deemed n»fl(1y for Aetion. Illnki* remorerf liin 
flrtjj to the " HAppy font/rAnee/' 4i f (^ptnin John 
(Joppen, And received on hourd of id fhrea fo- 
ment* of foot And four froopw of horne, under 
HlriVenr- (loloncl Mnyiiffi. On the 20th fli#» et petition eA*t 
Ri'Thion'n * n ' IMOp m ft |iri*#»ari#iiin AnehorA^e nf Mi. Onen'A ttny, 
ffnv, Jer- on the went Ride of #ferney. Mere a terrihlw ntntfn 
***' broke, over it f neAitering And nightly dAmAglng rnftny 

of Mm* whip*, »tt#l wholly preventing the boAtA from 
effecting a Innding. ftlnko, impAfient At fhi* delay, 
r«n in nhore, And opened n. CAnnonAde- a ehildiAh 
bravado which wan responded f,o from niAfiy fittlft 
fort a And redouble in fhft )my ; no ihni after four 
bourn' uwAwn etpendifure of powder And nhot, hid 
#1#»f»t. drew ofF in ft more nhelfered position in Rti 
HrelAde> Mny, Ahont a tongue dtAfflrit. fie now fth- 
deAvoured to porple* (Wteret hy threatening triAnjr 
point* of descent* in Mi. Ouon'A Mny f flt. Afihin'* H«jr f 
and making demonstration* Again*t Mi. MelierV And 
KliftAhfih (Wle, aa well aa oh Dm nppo*ife ride tit 
the inland in Orouville liny, and A^Ainwi Moni t)t%nt*\\ 
tUhn- (W>1f». lllnkr>*A policy wwa io w^Ar otii ihft «1f>ff>ridl*fl 
MMf* < Af- j inf»f»wAni ffiArchfn, AlArniA. Atifl homhAnlrnMitA. At 
wrtwt<ifii ft very rnonicni f»f ihr» thy aotop poriion (?f iht* fl«»t 
Aldrmfti (r|K»n(w| flrp on ihf» Ahf?rp, Afwl flininrhwl Aornft ftfi^ttfnp- 
trif*ni, or coltirnn Umi waa neon iti fnoiion ftlon^ it ) 
ao UiaI (hir'mij a Ifpfi^ niArch (hrltwb waa frwjtiwifljr 
ohligfwl io hAli And %t*h hifl men iififl^f ompt fttirt hii 
^nriR info posiiion \<ii nilpnm* fhc flrc». Thft HojruliAit 
were no hArnwrwl «,nr| wf»m hy thiA Aorrif»f» aIW if nA/1 
pnr1ur^1 ihree thyn And fwo ni^htn (dtiring whMi (fie 
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rain fell without intermission), marching over bad 1651. 
roads and broken grounds, exposed to the interrup- "~ 
tion of this fire from the shipping, which they could 
neither silence nor avoid, that Carteret was under 
the necessity of turning inland in search of refresh* 
ment and repose. At length, however, the rain 
ceased, the wind fell, and the swell of the sea 
abated. The Admiral then thought he saw watch- 
fires along the shore, and could no longer restrain 
his ardour, but at eleven at night he ordered the 
soldiers into the boats, and a desperate and gallant 
effort was made to get them on shore. The Cavalier 
horse, however, fell upon them as soon as they landed ; 
nevertheless, after a conflict of half an hour, Colonel and finally 
Haynes drove them back, and maintained himself in eff ®jt 8 a 
a good position for the night. 

Early next morning the soldiers pursued their march 
inland, when, to their surprise, no enemy appeared to 
dispute their advance. It afterwards appeared that 
Carteret had been unable to keep his men to further 
work in the field, and had accordingly resolved to 
limit all opposition to the defence of Mont Orgueil 
and Elizabeth Castles. Into this latter stronghold 
the chiefs of the Cavaliers, with their ladies and the 
clergy of the island, now withdrew at the approach 
of the Puritans, and Blake placed his head-quarters 
on shore at St. Helier's, of which town he took 
undisputed possession. He sent Colonel Haynes to 
invest Mont Orgueil by land, while he carried his 
frigates into St. Aubin's Bay to assail it by water; 
and, planting them as near the old wall as possible, 
he opened a tremendous fire upon the fortress. The Capture of 
garrison replied by a spirited cannonade, and resisted K^ m 
for about a fortnight, when Mont Orgueil Castle sur- Castle; t 
rendered, and the land forces were then called back to Carteret 
St. Helier's, to make preparations for besieging Eliza- renders 
beth Castle. Carteret, in the teeth of increasing dis- » n d retires 
advantages, gallantly maintained his little rock for nnoe ' 
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1051. two entire months, nobly fulfilling his duty ai a 
~~ ltoyalist; but at length a magazine was blown up, 
under which eighty officers and men were destroyed, 
and this crowning calamity, and the utter hopelessness 
of being relieved, induced 8ir George to hoist the white 
flag, and accept terms for himself and garrison to with* 
draw to 8t. Malo's, on the coast of Normandy. Thus 
the English Channel was cleared of the last enemy to 
the Commonwealth. 

For this important service Jilake received the special 

thanks of Parliament, and was elected a member of the 

Blake and Council of State. One of the earliest subjects to 

leurae* occupy Blake's mind, after the reduction of the Chan* 

fint reform nel Islands, was to exercise his influence, as one of the 

the abuses un ^ r(im(i Government, over his brother Commissioners 

Navy. of the Navy Hoard, to rectify abuses and grievances of 

that service. Borne of the measures he then introduced 

continue established to the present day. The custom 

of discharging seamen, and leaving them to find their 

way to Loudon in idleness and recklessness, was 

changed to the practice, still prevailing, of settling 

with them in the port in which they are discharged, 

and as soon as they came on shore : also abuses of 

many other kinds were amended or abolished. 

The history of these times will relate what circum- 
stances now combined to produce a war between the two 
Jtcpublics of England and the United Provinces, which 
it might have been thought would have been most 
likely, from the similarity of feeling in domestic 
policy, to have been disposed to amity ; more par- 
ticularly as an old friendship had grown up between 
botli of these peoples. However, there is very little 
sentiment to be found in cousinship or brotherhoods of 
# nations, material prosperity is the one tiling needful, 

and the one thing sought for, especially in commercial 
The Navi' communities. Jn the year 1051 an Act of the Eng* 
gallon Act. lj H h Parliament provided " that no foreign ship should 
bring any goods to England, except on English bot- 
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toms, or such as were of the countries from which the 1651. 
imported commodities came." 

Now the Dutch haying nothing of their own 
growth or manufacture that would under the pro- 
visions of this law be importable into England, they 
found themselves altogether debarred from their most 
profitable source of trade between Europe and the rest 
of the world, since their commerce consisted entirely of 
foreign produce imported in their own merchant vessels. 
During the inactive reign of James I., and especially 
during the commotions that led to the great Civil 
War, their trade had attained an affluence of wealth 
together with great naval power, and an arrogance 
long-continued prosperity naturally produces, 
some insolence of conduct which the Com- 
monwealth could not tolerate. The course of the 
negotiations that now ensued betrayed this feeling so 
ostensibly, that when an unusual armament was placed 
under the command of Admiral Tromp, then esteemed 
one of the bravest and most experienced sea-officers in 
Europe, Parliament took the hint as a menace, and The Dutch 

called Blake again into service. There had existed an J*" 186 *p . 
^ lower their 

ancient custom demanded by England (said to have flag to the 
existed from Saxon times), and which had hitherto been Eogfch; 
submitted to by Holland, that the red-cross should on ensues, and 
all occasions of the meeting of ships or fleets be saluted a Dutch 
by every other national flag being lowered before it. captured ** 
It happened that Commodore Young, falling in with a 
Dutch fleet returning from Genoa, required this form 
from the admiral in command, who refused compliance, 
and Young poured in a broadside upon the flag-ship. 
A sharp action ensued, and the Dutchman was obliged 
to strike. War, however, was not vet declared, and am- 
bassadors were still busy with their negotiations, when, 
on the ISth May, Tromp suddenly appeared in the 
Downs with forty sail, and anchored there. Blake 
happened to be cruising in the "James" off Rye, 
but immediately the information reached him, the 
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651. Admiral collected, in a few hours, his whole force 
~~ into Dover roadstead. On the appearance of the 
English, Tromp, without striking his flag, weighed 
anchor and went to sea. Blake fired a signal gun 
to call attention to the omission, but no answer 
was returned until after a second and third shot, 
when Tromp derisively fired a single gun, and hoisted 
the Dutch flag. 

It was not known till afterwards that the States- 
General gave special instructions to their Admiral 
" that when he met any of the English ships of war, 
ho should not shorten to them, nor show them any 
Tromp respect than what they received from them." Blake, 
IS"? , perceiving that this point of honour was to be disputed, 
an action advanced in his flag-ship before the rest of the fleet 
ensues and towards the flag-ship to speak on the subject to the 
are com- Admiral, when the Dutch, instead of permitting the 
pelledto approach of the "James," sent a broadside into 
iro * her, and stopped her short. Blake was in his cabin 
with liis officers, consulting their papers, when this 
bumptious salute burst upon them, smashing the glass 
and doing much mischief. " Well," said the English 
Admiral, " it is not very civil in Tromp to break 
my windows." But while he spoke another broadside 
burst from the " Brederode," and Blake, rushing on 
deck, ordered it to be returned. It was about four 
o'clock, and a succession of broadsides ensued with* 
out any line having been formed, just as ship met ship, 
and grappled with one another as they chanced to fall 
in each other's way. From the first onset, however, 
Blake bore the brunt of the action ; more than seventy 
cannon-balls were already lodged in the hull of his flag- 
ship ; her masts were struck down, and her rigging 
torn to rags ; her Master and several of his officers had 
fallen dead or wounded at her side. His joint admirals, 
Penn and Bourne, were not with his squadron; the for- 
mer, indeed, was in London, not expecting such a crisis; 
but Bourne, in the " St. Andrew," with some other ships. 
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heard the sound of artillery booming along the waters, 1651. 
and crowded all sail to assist the Admiral and take 
share in the battle. As night came on the thunder 
of Bourne's guns was heard in rear of the enemy, and 
he arrived sufficiently soon to turn the scale of victory, 
so that about nine at night Tromp retired from the 
fight, leaving it at best but a drawn battle, for Blake 
was too disabled to follow, and was glad to come to 
anchor about four miles off Dungeness ; nevertheless, 
when day dawned, it was found that two of the Dutch 
ships had been boarded and taken together with 250 
prisoners ; wonderful to relate, the English fleet, with 
the exception of the flag-ship, had not suffered mate- 
rially, and only nine men were reported slain. It is 
indeed little less than miraculous that a thousand great 
shot should not do more execution: and those who 
will not admit an interposition of Providence may 
draw at least this inference from it, that the bravest 
man is not always the sufferer in the greatest danger. 

The States were exceedingly troubled at the issue of 
this proceeding, and sent two ambassadors to the Parlia- 
ment to protest " that the late unhappy engagement 
between the two Commonwealths had happened with- 
out their knowledge ; " but the Parliament replied with The States 
considerable haughtiness, " that the extraordinary J^j^T 
preparations of a large fleet without any apparent but Par- 
necessity, and the instructions given to their sea I"" 0611 * 
officers, had administered too much cause to make them Blake to 
believe that the United Provinces had a purpose to m *be re- 
usurp the known right which the English have to the 
seas, and to destroy their fleets, which are their walls 
and bulwarks:" and this was followed up by a 
vigorous prosecution of their revenge ; for Blake was 
commanded to sail forthwith into the North Seas, it 
being then the season of the year for the great 
fisheries of the Dutch upon the coasts of Scotland and 
the Orkney Islands. Here he fell upon their mer- 
chant ships with such success, that before the end of 

TOL. III. Z 
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1051 Juno ho had sent in forty prizes. In July he met the 

"" Dutch fishery fleet under a convoy of twelve of their 

\am*(A men-of-war. Blake attacked and captured 100 of 

tbe Dutch, these herring-busses, with all the fish they had made 

ready ; all which he brought away as lawful prize, 

Tlie Dutch were compelled to forsake the Channel 
altogether, or to run for safety along the French coast, 
landing their cargoes at these port*, and fending them 
at an immense cost overland. This constant success 
inspired the Council of Btato with a new enthusiasm 
The VUxt for naval glory. At Blake 9 * suggestion the seamen's 
r "fd" wages were increased, ami the Vice- Admirals, from 
Norfolk to Hampshire, were requested to engage in the 
8tate f s service all mariners between the ages of fifteen 
and twenty, who were young, ardent, ami experienced 
in maritime occupations. An entire fleet was soon 
raised, consisting of 250 sail, with 14 ft re-ships, which 
was commanded and located along the shores of the 
Channel, The energetic Admiral had under his own 
command, off Dover, 105 vessels, carrying nearly 4000 
guns, but was still deficient in men; so that his 
constant cry was " Seamen ! Holdicrs ! " 
Hlak« do- On 2Sth September, when stationed in the Downs 

IMbd'off w '* rt * iX ty * a ^» ^ a ke sighted a fleet under the cele- 
the North brated Dutch Commanders, De Witt and De Ituyter, 
PrmriftmL about equal in number ; but Tromp had been com* 
polled, by the popular clamour against him, to throw 
up his command, Blake advanced to the attack, 
and in a short time three of the enemy's ships were 
wholly disabled at the first brunt, and one of the 
Dutch Admirals was captured ; another ship of war 
was blown up, and at night it was thought that not 
one of them could have escaped ; but the Dutch, being 
obliged from the nature of their own coast and shallow* 
n<s* of their estuaries to build their ships of less 
draught than the English, took ad vantage of this to 
shelter themselves behind a flat called " Tbe Kentish 
Knock/' so that the English were unable to approach 
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them, excepting on a new tack, and, in tbe interval, 1651. 
the Hollanders forsook their shelter, and availing 
themselves of the wind, escaped with such speed that 
Blake found himself unable to follow them with the 
bulk of his fleet. In this way the enemy retired into 
Goree, and the English returned to the Downs with- 
out the loss of one ship, and no more than forty killed 
in all their ships. Blake was now rapidly rising into 
the first name of our naval history. De Witt, return- 
ing to Holland with a discomfited fleet, was discharged 
from its command as unfortunate, and the chief com- 
mand was restored to Tromp, for whom great prepara- 
tions were made for retrieving the reputation of the 
Republic, and for repairing their losses. 

Blake was cruising in the Channel, expecting every 
day to fall in with some one or other of the Dutch 
Admirals, when he learned that the French fleet, under 
the Duke de Venddme, had recently encountered and - 
scattered a Spanish fleet under the Count d'Oignon, 
and was now concentrating war ships and military 
stores on the French coasts of the Channel, with a 
view of throwing relief into Dunkirk, at this time 
hotly pressed by the army of the Archduke Leopold. 
The narrow seas were at this time covered with English 
ships, for the protection of English trade and the sup- 
pression of piracy ; so that Blake had considerable 
difficulty in meeting all the demands made upon his 
assistance for convoy. The term for which Blake had 
been commissioned to act as sole General and Admiral 
of the Fleet was near its close : accordingly he made 
the best winter distribution of his fleet, and submitted 
that two officers, General Monk and Colonel Deane, 
should be associated with him in the new commission. 
Nevertheless, when in the commencement of June, Blake 

1652, the Dutch fleet were encountered about mid- "^^with 
. _ _, . _ _.. . .... the Dutch 

seas over between Dover and Zealand, Blake was still Fleet under 

in command alone and had with him but forty sail, Tromp. 

very ill provided with men and ammunition, while 

z 2 
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1052. Tromp (who hurt, m ha* been noticed, been restored 

"" to the command of the I)utch fleet,) appeared with ft 

force said to have mnounted to eighty nliipn of war, 

with ten flro-ships, ready to contend with the English. 

Blake forthwith called a Council of War on Imard 

the " Triumph," whereon it was renolred to fight, 

although at ho great disad vantage. For a day or two 

hoth fleets manamvrcd to ohtain the weather-gage, 

until at three in the afternoon of the 29th Novemher 

both fleets came near each other off Foulness. Tromp'i 

flattie off patience being exhausted, he made a sudden effort to 

ami dfiftat K 1 '^ fthmgsido the Knglish Admiral at an ml rant age. 

otfthfl Jlut Hlake had his supporters, tho "Victory" and 

KiikU»1i. h Vanguard/' at hand, and for a long time then© three 

men-of-war stood engaged with their opposite!! with' 

out wry great injury till evening. Hlake now heard 

that tho " Oarland," carrying forty guns, had boon 

boarded and captured by two great ships, and that 

tho " Honavonturo," a stout well-built merchant ship, 

going to relieve the " Oarland," had been attacked by 

a Dutch man-of-war, and after a stout resistance (in 

which the ('aptain, who had defended her with the 

utmost bravery, had been killed), was likewise carried 

off by the enemy. 

Hlake with the "Triumph," seeing tho "Oarland" 
and " Honaventuro " in trouble, notwithstanding the 
fatigtie of his men, pressed forward to relieve them; 
but on his way had his foremast shattered, and was 
himself hoarded. Heating off bis enemies, however, he 
disengaged himself, but could not save his consorts, 
who were enptured ; and the fhig-ship was so riddled as 
to be reduced to a inern wreck, wholly unmanageable. 
Nevertheless, under cover of fog and darkness, the 
Admiral got his flag-ship safe into the Thames, and 
camo to anchor in Lea Howl, with such ships as he 
could collect, to repair damages. He found that, In 
addition to the two ships above named, ho had lost 
four frigatos, and that his whole fleet was much 
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shattered. Nevertheless the Dutch gained no easy 1652. 
victory. Their loss in men had been very great ; one ~~ 
of their vessels had blown up, all on board perishing ; 
and the flag-ships of both Tromp and Buyter had 
with other ships been seriously crippled. However, Tromp 
they were triumphant, and again masters of th e umphantly 
Channel ; and it was little credit to such a hard- down the 
won victory, that with such disproportionate force, the SjPjJ* 
victorious Dutchman should have had the insolence to broom at 
run up a broom to his topmast, and sail triumphantly jh* maat- 
down the Channel, to signify that he could sweep the 
sea of every English ship ; a vulgar vaunt that had 
no colour of truth for more than a month, and was, 
at best, more worthy of a skipper than an Admiral of 
such renown as Tromp. 

In the letter which conveyed to the Government 
the first news of this reverse of fortune, the Admiral 
says, " I am bound to let your House know, that there 
was much baseness of spirit in many of the English 
ships," and in disgust he desires " a discharge from 
this employment as far too great for me." But instead 
of receiving the acceptance of this offer to resign, 
Blake found that the misfortune that might have 
ruined another man had given him greater strength 
and influence in the country. It was seen and ac- 
knowledged that the great, the wise, and the valiant 
Admiral had been betrayed to an inconsiderate and 
desperate enterprise by the resistless ardour of his own 
spirit, and by a noble jealousy for the honour of his 
country. 

Five days after the engagement off the "Ness" 
it was ordered " that a letter be written to General 
Blake, to acquaint him with what had been done 
for the giving of him an addition of strength." 
Curiously enough, the first disaster experienced by Blake 
Blake at sea gave him power to effect reforms in the &&** . 
service, and to root out naval abuses which had defied the Nary. 
all -his efforts in the day of his success. One great 
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1052. abu»a was stated by himself to lb at the souroe of the 
late defeat. An Order in Council had hitherto allowed 
tha Masters of all vessels ©apablo of armament to plaee 
them during a war at tha disposal of Government, and 
permitting their old officers to command them after 
thin change of service. f rhere was reason to *u*peet 
that dome of the *oerotparti*an* of the royal family had 
in thi* way erept into the *orvioe of tha Commonwealth, 
witit the expre** ohjaet of betraying it j and tha 
Admiral di*eoverod he had thu* a double enemy to 
struggle against, and consequently took this occasion to 
insist on having a regulation adopted, that in future no 
Captain* or other officer* *hould raeeiva their appoint- 
ment* exempting by a direet commi*«ion from the 
Htate, 

lfl/58, A report now aama in that Tromp aontamplatad a 
descent upon the Channel l*laud* f and thi* hastened 
tha preparation* for renewing tha eonte*t. Impatient 
to wipe off the disgrace which the arm* of Kngland bad 
*u*tained in the late action, tha Council of State exerted 
Qvary endeavour to collect a re*peetabla naval foraa by 
taking in *hip* from a^^ry quarter. At Wake's own 
recommendation Monk wa* *ent for out of Haotland to 
ba hi* colleague in command of a new fleet, and Dean©, 
who had ri*eu from the rank* of a common *eaman to 
the reputation of a hold and excellent officer, waa now 
lilak«i named a* Hear. Admiral, Ho much ready good-will 

r ^utmx wul mi *W Wtt * «viiw«d *V *». that on tha 18th 
Q\xm\. February, 1058, Wake *ailed out of Queenborotigh 
F^/h*' Wi ^ x n[% ^ ri ^ n '°^war, and wa* joined the next day by 
twenty more out of Portsmouth, *o that ho had only 
to seek the opportunity of revenging hi* defeat, and re- 
straining tha further iu*olenee of the enemy, by coming 
again in the presence of Tromp at tha head of eighty 
sail, 

There seam* soma doubt a* to tha strength of 
tha Dutch when Tromp, surprised at the sight of 
such an armament, arrived off tha isle of Portland* 
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Clarendon gives them 100 men-of-war, but their own 1653. 
accounts admit of no more than seventy. However, 
the Dutch Admiral, with a considerable fleet, was seen Severe 
steering along the French coast in the vicinity of La the j^jjh 
Hogue, returning from L'Isle de Rhee, and having under 
a great many merchant ships under convoy. The »^ 
darkness of the weather prevented any clear recognition Channel, 
of their respective forces, until the fleets had arrived 
within a league of each other. Blake, in the " Tri- 
umph," had Admiral Penn in the " Speaker" and Law- 
son in the "Fairfax" as the supporters of the Admiral, 
both within hail ; while Monk in the " Vanguard " 
was some miles astern, as well as Deane in his flag- 
ship. Blake, with his usual intrepidity, advanced 
against the Dutch Admiral, who was in the"Brederode." 
At first Tromp came into action with a strong breeze 
in his favour, when, shooting past the " Triumph," he 
poured a fearful broadside into her as he passed, and 
then, veering about, fired a second, splintering masts, 
tearing cordage, and strewing the deck with dead. 
Penn dashed in between the flag-ships in order to 
cover and protect Blake, and the battle became 
general along the entire fleet. The "Triumph" had 
received 700 shots in her hull, when Lawson in the 
" Fairfax" came up to its assistance. About mid- 
day Monk also arrived with the White division, and 
the contest was carried on on more equal terms. 

Night put an end to the battle, which afforded 
the Dutch an opportunity of sailing away; for, 
though they had commenced the action with con- 
siderable advantage, they could not stand against the 
increased force and destructive fire of the English ships. 
The " Ostrich " was already abandoned by the crew. 
Another ship had gone down, and the officers and crew 
were taken prisoners. Towards dusk Blake, suspect- 
ing what might happen, detached a number of his 
swiftest sailers to gain the wind if possible, so as to 
prevent the escape of the vast fleet of traders ; but 
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1653. Tromp, witnessing this manoeuvre, had fallen back in 
the flag-ship to cover the merchantmen, and this 
Flight of nag been given as a reason for the fleets retiring; 
for many of his war ships, seeing the Admiral as it 
were escaping, hoisted all sail, and fled away as fast 
as they could; so that Blake remained master of 
the scene of action before the night closed, but his 
fleet was too far damaged to pursue. The Dutch 
lost eight men-of-war, either taken or destroyed, 
while four English men-of-war and several smaller 
ships had been boarded and captured by the enemy, 
although every one of these vessels had been afterwards 
recovered, excepting the "Sampson." The Captain 
of the flag-ship had fallen, and the Admiral's Secre- 
tary had been shot down by his side with more 
Blake than half his crew. Blake himself had received a 
wounded. woun ^ j n ^ e thigh, which lamed him for the remainder 

of his life. 

This wound, though not dangerous, demanded re- 
pose and careful treatment ; but Blake, until the fol- 
lowing dawn, had every effective hand on board the 
English fleet employed in restoring sails, stopping 
leaks, and repairing the waste of war ; so that every 
thing was made ready to renew the contest when day 
broke, though a dead calm had then succeeded to the 
fresh breeze that had prevailed during the battle* 
With the dawn Tromp was seen in the midst of his 
traders, crowding every inch of sail that could be 
spread, and standing directly up Channel. Nothing 
could, however, be done until the third day but stand 
The Battle on in pursuit. On the 20th, however, about mid-day 
is renewed. ^ „ Trmnipn" came up with the main fleet when off 
Dungeness ; and Tromp, compelled to fight against 
his will, ordered the merchant ships to make sail, 
keeping close under the French shore for protection. 
On both sides the battle was renewed with much fury. 
De Buyter's flag-ship, becoming unmanageable, was 
near falling into Blake's hands, but Tromp succoured 
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him, and extricated him from bin dangerous position. 1658. 
The Dutch fought, as usual, with the most desperate ~" 
courage, and the Admiral did his best to save his mer- 
chantmen, but the wind blowing off shore, the disor- 
ganized ships had some difficulty in keeping out of 
danger. Blake, however, suspecting a device of his 
wily adversary, to sacrifice the merchant ships to 
save himself, issued strict commands that every war 
ship in a condition to follow and fight the enemy, 
should press on with all sail, and leave the traders to 
be watched and seized by those who could not follow. 
The exciting chase continued till night ; and in the 
morning Tromp was seen anchored under the French 
shore, about four miles from Calais. The general 
opinion of the pilots was that he could not now escape, 
and Blake therefore threw out his anchors, and set 
down to repair damages ; nevertheless, when day 
again dawned, Tromp had slipped away, and had tided Tromp 
towards Dunkirk, whence he got safe into Dutch esca P e8 » 
waters. The peculiar form of the Dutch shipping 
which is eminently suited to shallow water, enabled 
them to keep within the flats that lie along the shores 
of Holland, and totally prevented the English from 
following after them. The loss of life in the engage- 
ment was unusually heavy, and the ships on either 
side had been grievously battered. It is said that this 
was the first action in which the English had recourse 
to close fighting, and made use of small arms on 
board ship, Blake having organized a species of First em- 
marine, whose fire from the tops is said to have done S°ff 1 * Ilfc 
great execution. Seven of the Dutch Captains were 
slain, and three more wounded ; while three English 
were killed, and two Admirals and almost every officer 
of the fleet were wounded. The prizes, after much 
controversy, believed to have been fifty in number, 
were brought safe into English ports. 

This affair is known by the name of the " Battle of 
Portland," and such was the passion for superiority 
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1653. among the countrymen of both the combatants at the 

~~ moment that an unusual excitement prevailed as well 

in England as in Holland. In the latter country, on 

the receipt of the news, there broke out great riots 

and insurrections in consequence of their defeat. 

In London the first news of the battle was received 
with enthusiasm. The two nations were thought to 
have met on a fair field, in which the Commonwealth 
had gained an unequivocal victory. A day of thanks- 
giving was appointed. Subscriptions were opened for 
the widows and the wounded ; and congratulations and 
thanks were bounteously showered on all, and no 
plaints or grievances were raised against anybody. 
The Dutchman's broom at his mast-head became of 
course a subject of much merriment, which, instead of 
sweeping the Channel of the English commerce, Tromp 
Tromp sails was now playing the part of the new broom at home. 
North and ^ or> ^ e *" 8 energetic self, the old seaman set to work 
is pursued at once to make praiseworthy efforts to equip another 
by Blake. fl ee ^ . an( j wne n Blake, a few months later, looked in 

upon the Texel to see what he was about, he found 
about seventy men-of-war and frigates afloat and al- 
ready in line, but Tromp himself was absent on convoy 
service round the north of Scotland to meet the fleet of 
Spanish and Levantine merchants, who were at the 
time expected. Blake therefore sailed after the Dutch 
Admiral, leaving his colleagues Monk and Deane with 
eight sail in the Downs to watch the mouth of the 
Thames, and to look after the privateers and mer- 
chantmen in the British seas. 

Blake was accordingly at sea, cruising with twenty 
ships between the Frith of Forth and Moray, when, 
on the 20th April, Cromwell so unceremoniously 
cleared the House of Commons, and assumed the lead 
of the State. Monk, who was considered a creature 
of Oliver's, and Deane, who was merely a sea captain, 
without a head or a care for politics, together with 
thirty-three captains and officers of the fleet, all with- 
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out consulting their Admiral, sent in their adhesion 1653. 
to the Protector that same afternoon ; but when the B *kT 
matter was subsequently referred to Blake, he de- declaration 
dared that notwithstanding the change in the Govern- on the 
ment, he and his associates would still be ready to Govern- 
discharge their trust, and to defend the nation from ment. 
insults, injuries, and encroachments ; " for," he added, 
M it is not the business of a seaman to mind State 
affairs, but to hinder foreigners from fooling us." 
This was a principle from which he never deviated, 
and which he always endeavoured to inculcate in the 
fleet as the surest foundation of unanimity and steadi- 
ness. " Disturb not one another," said he, " with 
domestic disputes, but remember that we are English, 
and our enemies are foreigners. Enemies ! which, let 
what party soever prevail, it is equally the interest of 
our country to humble and restrain." 

Tromp contrived by consummate seamanship to Tromp 

bring the fleet home that he went out to assist, and frPP?* 1 ? 
° again in 

so gave our Admiral the go-by altogether ; thus Blake great 
was still in the North Sea, when, on the 2nd June, S."? 5 ., 
Tromp was again off the British shores with 120 ships, to the 
having Evertzen, De Ruyter, and De Witt under him, South. 
but with his ships manned and brought together in 
haste. Deane and Monk had under the Red flag 
thirty-eight sail, and Lawson with the White division 
numbered thirty-three sail. Couriers were imme- 
diately sent off to notify the arrival of the Dutch 
fleet to Blake, who spread all sail, and impetuously 
moved down the North Coast before a full breeze to 
share in the glory that he was sure awaited his 
countrymen in the coming conflict. 

It was noon on the 3rd when the fight began. Severe 
Lawson dashed into the enemy's line with a view of S^^LY!? 1 
separating De Ruyter with his squadron from the Dutch Fleet. 
fleet, which he had nearly effected, when Tromp bore 
down to his colleague's assistance. It was soon after 
the commencement of the engagement that a broadside 
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1058. sweeping the deok of the "Resolution," killed the 
~" General of the Fleet, Deane ; yet the conflict continued 
until darkneu put an end to the first day's engagement, 
which continued very sharp till six in the evening. 
All that night, while tho hostile fleets, at gun-shot 
distance, wero repairing tho havoc of the day, Blake 
was expected to arrive at tho scone of action, so that 
when tho summer morning dawned, every one on 
board the English ships strained their eyes and 
watched for the signals of the " Sea King," but no 
trace of his coming could yot be distinguished. Tromp 
appears to have been unawaro that ho was even ex- 
pected to arrive, for he spent tho first hours in the 
Arrival of morning in a series of skilful movomonts to recover 
Blako. £j 10 woather-gago, until about noon on the 4th, when 
the hostile squadron boomed with its terrible artillery 
on the Dutchman's oars. Blako broke right through 
tho Dutoh line, and was received with tremendous 
cheers from every ship of tho English fleet as he 
successively passed on, carrying unquestioned proofs 
of the great Commander's arrival on the scene of 
action. Tromp fought with all his accustomed 
energy, and stung with the cries of the English 
and tho reproaches of his own Admiral, the crew of 
the " Broderode " ran alongside the " James," Vice* 
Admiral Penn, and boarded her, but were repulsed, 
and following back tho boarders to the Dutch flag- 
ship, tho English got possession of its quartor-deok. 
The bold but somewhat rash old Admiral, resolving 
not to be forced to strike to his adversary, is believed 
to havo thrown a light himself into the magazine, 
for a partial explosion blow up his deck, shivering the 
planks into many pieces, and scorching and mutila- 
Defeat and ting many mon. But by a miracle Tromp escaped un- 
nmrrow hurt, although De Kuyter and Do Witt, witnessing 
TtaJro, tho incident, pushed up to the flag-ship, and rescued 
tho old Commander by removing him on board a 
fast-sailing frigate, which, running through his fleet, 
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assured the sailors of the safety of their famous 1653. 
Admiral. The day was, however, irrecoverably lost, ~" 
and the flight soon became general under the in- 
fluence of a fresh gale. The English ships availed 
themselves of the same breeze to press hotly on the 
rear of the enemy, and the Dutch fleet with difficulty 
attained safety in Weilingen. 

However much the Dutch endeavoured to extenuate Great 
their loss in this battle, they left behind them eleven {w^Lk 
of their ships which were taken, while six were sunk, 
and the account of all impartial historians, and the 
remonstrances and exclamations of their own officers, 
prove the fact. The number of prisoners sent in by 
the English Admirals numbered 1850, including six 
Captains. In the assembly of the States, De Witt, 
with the natural warmth and sincerity of his character, 
boldly spoke the truth without reserve: "Why should 
I keep silence any more ? I am here before my sove- 
reigns. I am free to speak, and I must say that the 
English are at present masters both of us and the 
seas." Tromp described his flag-ship as in such a 
condition that it leaked, in spite of the pumps, to 
an extent that gained above five feet in height, and De 
Buyter declared boldly that he would not again go to 
sea with such a fleet as they then possessed. But 
though Blake kept the sea, it was with considerable 
risk, for the English fleet was scarcely in any better 
condition than their opponents. The Admiral sent 
back to England, with the prizes, such ships of his 
own as were unable to remain afloat ; while he him- 
self, with the other portion of his fleet, clung to the 
Dutch waters, capturing such ships as dared to show 
themselves, and keeping the entire commerce of Hol- 
land in a state of perpetual alarm and consternation. 
Under these circumstances the States began to think 
more seriously of peace, and an agent was put on 
English shore, under the white flag, to prepare the 
way for two fresh ambassadors who were to follow, 
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1054. fully empowered to arrange the preliminaries of a 
— treaty . 

But the wound that Blake had received, although 
ho said little about it, and paid no attention to it 
while he kept afloat, had already affected his health to 
such a degree that he wan at length obliged to quit 
his command, and leave his associates, Monk, Penn, 
and Law son, to carry out and complete his plan for the 
Peace with final reduction of Holland, But about the middle of 

uLwlT' A J ,ri1 ' 1054 ' t,,c Prot(,ctor mft(1 » ft P« aco with the 
April, Htates-Uencral. But this peace was not effected before 
1664. another glorious maritime success had boon obtained, 

Death of on 20th .July, under which the renowned old Admiral 
Trump. Tromp received his death-wound. Although Blake lay 
at that time sick at his country house of Knoll, which 
he had purchased, two miles from Bridgewater. 

iJuring the slow period of the Admiral's recovery, 

he continued in constant communication with his 

fonner associates the " Sea General*, 1 ' and with the 

Navy Commissioners, in which he had been included 

Make by Cromwell in December, 1053, tending and impror- 

elitttftfl for " ! K ^ ,0 " (,rv ' C0, *^ w 1'rotector having called a new 
Uriels- Parliament on the 3rd September, 1054, Blake was 
water. again elected a member for Bridgewatcr, and took his 
seat in the House in the October following. Hit 
presence was marked by the Hpeal^er Lenthal, who 
ngnin, for the short period of their deliberations, pro- 
sided over that assembly, and now publicly returned 
the Admiral the thanks of the nation for hit late 
splendid services. 
Jllnke HTiii In November bo was ordered to raise his finer on 
Mwliier- l ,our< l lh <J " Nwiftsuro," and proceed to the Mediterranean 
raiH'fin, with a powerful ileet, in which Penn served under him 
NfiviitiilMT, ftH Vice-Admiral. When he went on board he received 
secret instructions, which on being opened directed 
him to proceed off Brest harbour, and there to prevent 
all ingress or egress until satisfaction could bo ob- 
tained for some injuries done to English commerce. 
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Having toon settled this matter, lie proceeded to Cadiz 1654. 

Bead, where he arrived in December. The secret aim "~ 

of Cromwell in sending out a fleet with considerable 

mystery was to deal a blow at the power of Spain, 

partly instigated to this, as it was thought, by 

Cardinal Mazarin. The presence, however, of Blake 

in Spanish waters was hailed with all the respect due to 

his great name and deeds, and without any misgiving 

as to the object of his presence. The Dutch Admiral 

in the port, however, would not so much as show any 

colours at all during the time that the English fleet 

remained in harbour, so thoroughly had he awe of the 

English Commander. Indeed, one of Blake's fleet, Effects of 

having become separated from the Admiral in a storm, ^^ 
^° r ' renown* 

encountered a French squadron of seven ships on its 
way to Toulon ; but on hearing that the little craft 
was English, the French officer in command sum- 
moned the captain on board, and invited him to 
drink to Blake's health in a cup of Burgundy, when 
he saluted the toast with five guns, — such was the 
renown of Blake's name at this juncture wheresoever 
he went. As he proceeded through the Straits, some 
Algerine cruisers, having some English captives on 
board, brought them to his flag-ship as presents to 
his superiority, to appease his apprehended wrath. It 
was said that even the terrified Pope gave orders that 
the sacred Host should be exposed and carried in 
solemn procession to avert the calamity threatened to 
the dominions of the Church by Blake's presence in 
the Papal waters, whither he now went in pursuit 
of the fleet of the Duke do Guise. On arriving at 
Leghorn, he came up with fourteen sail of the fleet Blake 
he was pursuing, and sent on shore an officer to de- demands 
sire instant redress for some vessels that had been redress at 
taken from the coast by the Princes Kupert and Leghorn. 
Maurice. The Duke remonstrated, but the Sea Gene- 
ral was urgent and inflexible in his demand, and would 
submit to neither refusal nor abatement until he 
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1054. ultimately received 20,000 pistoles from the public 
__ "T treasury. Nickness arid fotil weather, ha well an theft* 
brass* out negotiations, detained the fleet near Inborn until, 
In hi* fleet, untowardly, a captured prissc communicated plague to 
the ships' crews, and the Admiral himself was struck 
down f»y this t*-rril»1«, and at tfitn period new and 
fearful disease, so thai for severs] weeks he was unable 
to write or even dictate a letter, and the winter was 
consumed with these and other casualties. 
1(555. The first dey of good spring weather the fleet 
Illiilc« *nil* (j^jtf^j f^gborn, and on the 8th February anchored 
in the road of Oolctta. The Sallee rovers had con- 
tinued their depredations on commerce, plundering 
Knglish vessels, and carrying English crews into the 
interior ns slaves. War was the charter of these 
Moslems, and its spoils their revenue. The J)ey of 
Tunis had formed a temjiorary cnnip of severAl thou- 
sand horse and foot, and bad drawn up his heavy 
ships on shore, under the guns of his great castles of 
Ooletta and Porto Fer i no, to protect them in their 
piracies. 

Wisely considering thnt wherever these freel>oofers 
appeared in unusual force, it would be for the 
honour and interest of Hnglnnd to Assert her supe- 
riority, the Admiral sent an officer on shore with 
a letter to the Dey, detailing some recent seizures 
of Knglish ships, the names and cargoes of which 
VfmniuU were duly specified. IFo demanded, in the name 
!, *'", * n Z of the Common wealth of Knglnnd, their restitution. 
of Mm togetlier with the release of all Knglish captives* 

5' 1 "!' ^'" ^' 1V » professing the utmost readiness for peace, 
hut retire* refused to surrender nny tiling to these demands, 
*° <'*Kli»ri. and Mlake, after making a close inspection of the 
coast, and its power of defence, doubted the suffi- 
ciency of his own navnl power to enforce them. He 
accordingly withdrew his fleet to (?agliari, in the 
island of Sardinia, to refit and provision. Hi is neces- 
sity delayed operation* until the 8th March, 1655, 
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when the fleet again found itself under the guns of 1655. 
Porto Ferine An English officer was now sent in 
to reopen negotiations, and to insist upon the former 
demands ; bat the barbarian, now puffed up with an 
exaggerated sense of his power, returned a haughty and 
insolent answer. The Dey replied in these terms, " Tou Insolent 
see our castles of Goletta and Porto Ferino,upon which JJ^jw'L 
tou may do your worst." Fired with this insult, a second 
Blake twirled his whiskers (as his custom was when demand. 
he was angry), and resolved to make his enemy rue it. 
" For the honour of his fleet, his nation, and religion," 
as he afterwards reported to Secretary Thurloe. Call- 
ing a Council of War, he resolved to fire all the 
shipping in Porto Ferino. It was already late in the 
afternoon of April 3rd, but on the following morning, 
without the noise of a gun, the whole of the British 
fleet silently sailed into the harbour before a light 
gale, and, to the astonishment of the barbarians, pro- 
ceeded even to drop anchor within musket- range of 
the great batteries. 

The boldness of the movement awed the stout 
hearts of the Corsairs for a few seconds, until, at 
length, a gun here and there flashed from their em- 
brasures. In an instant the English broadsides 
opened, and now discharged their shot so fast upon 
the batteries and shipping, that in two hours the 
guns on the rampart were every where dismounted 
and silenced. The wind, which carried forward the 
English ships, blew volumes of smoke upon the shore, 
which prevented the batteries from taking any 
effectual aim : but when a sight could be obtained, 
the works were seen by the assailants to be quite for- 
saken of their men, although they were mounted with 
sixty cannon. Blake therefore lowered his boats, well 
manned, to seize all the shipping, while the men-of-war 
still continued to bombard ; and this was so gallantly 
executed, that, with the loss of only twenty-five men 
killed and forty-eight wounded, all the ships in this 

vol. hi. a a 
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1655. principal naval strength of the Moslem were burnt in 
^ — sight of Tunis. The batteries on-shore were every 
tionofthe where most seriously damaged, and even the walls of 
Dey's fleet. Goletta and Porto Ferino were much shaken, several 
breaches having been made in them ; but, having now 
happily accomplished the destruction of the fleet, it did 
. not enter into the Admiral's design to seek to carry 
the place by assault. His bold action, which its very 
temerity, perhaps, rendered safe and successful, was 
attended with little loss, and filled the shores of the 
Mediterranean with the renown of English valour. 
Wake con- The pirate chief had been read a sufficiently severe 
treaty with l° 88on > an( l accordingly Blake sailed away for Tripoli, 
the Dey of where the Dey, warned by the fate of Tunis, received 
'"ITto* n * m with dutiful respect, and he concluded a treaty 
Venice. with that nation. The Turks were at war at this time 
with the Venetian Kepublic, and it is not surprising, 
therefore, that when the English squadron reached 
Venice, it was received there with the highest honours. 
The Admiral's late actions had created such an influ- 
ence, that the Doge and his Council lost no time in 
cementing a friendship with the great Western Com- 
monwealth. 
Concludes On returning towards the Straits, Blake again 

th?Dow th called afc Tunis ' and inquired, " Is it peace ?" which 
of Tunis question was immediately answered by the display of 

*"**. the white flag on the castle of Porto Ferino. There 

Aimers. 

only remained Algiers to visit ; but the blow struck at 

Tunis had cowed the Corsairs from Tripoli to Morocco, 
and, when the fleet stood into the bay of Algiers, the 
Dey received Blake's messengers with great civility, 
and to secure his good-will sent out a present of live 
cattle, which at once rendered him popular with the 
ill-fed crews of the shipping. Before the end of the 
month Blake brought his extraordinary cruise to an 
end. He had redressed with a high hand the griev- 
ances of many years, and had chastised the pirates as 
they had never been chastised in all history. The 
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commerce "of Britain had no further apprehensions of 1655. 
injustice, oppression, or interruption from any of the 
petty powers bordering on the Mediterranean. The 
Pope had also heard the thunder of the English artil- 
lery, which had hinted to the conclave of the Vatican 
that Britain was not to be played with, and it also 
startled the Council Chambers of Venice and Constanti- 
nople ; so that embassies were speedily sent by all to 
cultivate the friendship of the Protector. The Admiral 
was not unmindful of the rewards justly due by the 
custom of war to the crews of the fleet for their 
valour, and Blake sent home no less than sixteen 
ships laden with treasure, which he had obtained in 
satisfaction for grievances, or taken by force from the 
enemies of the Commonwealth, all wnich he insisted 
should be generously divided amongst the crews. 

The Protector, having now declared war in terms 
against Spain, despatched Blake with a fleet of 
twenty-five men-of-war to the Mediterranean to 
watch the coasts of Spain, to infest their commerce, 
and intercept their shipping. He raised his flag on 1656. 
board the " Naseby" on the 15th March, 1656, and Blake sails 
never once slacked sail until he was again off Cadiz. 
The inhabitants were not at all pleased at the sight 
of him, as they knew that the British fleet was too 
strong to be removed, and while it remained on the 
station the Silver Fleet could not arrive, and the 
usual trade of the merchants would be jeopardied. 
In the first week of June, however, Blake received 
information that the British resident, Mr. Meadows, 
had been waylaid and pistoled in the streets of 
Lisbon. Leaving, therefore, a few frigates to watch Sails to 
Cadiz, the fleet weighed for the Tagus. Mr. Meadows Lisbon, 
had recovered from the assault, and on hearing of demands 

Blake's approach, he was sent for by the King, and redress for 

«!.../... • i j , j the assault 

every promise given that satisfaction should be assured on ^ T 

to the sea-generals, if they would not molest the Portu- Meadows. 

guese ships or commerce. Singularly enough the old 

A a 2 
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1656. priestly dread of the Bible was already among the 
grievances that were to be settled, and in the treaty 
that ensued, full liberty of conscience was conceded 
to Englishmen who resided in the country. 

Cromwell, harassed for funds, was* anxious to 
strike some tremendous blow against the enemy that 
might terminate the war with Spain advantage- 
ously, and therefore sent out an officer with a set of 
propositions, " rather as queries than as resolutions," 
for attacking Cadiz, or carrying the town and castle 
of Gibraltar. When, however, more exact accounts 
were obtained on the spot, it was found that the 
Duke of Medina had an army of 40,000 men in the 
Isla, and that an attack on Gibraltar was impracticable 
for many reasons. While, however, these inquiries 
were making, the fleet was exposed to a most violent 
storm, under which the "Naseby" had a narrow 
escape of wreck, and so much damage was incurred to 
the shipping that it was necessary to send back six of 
the English ships home to England. Blake, however, 
remained on the station, and the Spanish fleet re- 
mained in port, but no Silver Fleet appeared. Thus 
the months of July and August passed away in an 
inglorious blockade, and victuals of every kind ran 
short. To obtain supplies, even of bread and water, 
it was necessary to seek supplies from the ports of 
Portugal ; so that leaving Captain Stayner in the 
" Speaker," with a squadron of seven ships, to watch 
the roads of Cadiz, Blake now sailed northward. 
Stayner While thus absent on the 8th September, Stayner 

destroys h a( ] the good fortune to encounter a division of the 
Fleet. expected Silver Fleet, which consisted of some mag* 

nificent Spanish galleons, and two Indian merchant- 
men laden with cargoes of gold, silver, pearls and 
precious stones, hides, indigo, sugar, cochineal, to- 
bacco, <fcc. The Viceroy of Lima and his family, a 
general, an admiral, and many officials and others, 
had also taken their passage on board this fleet. 
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In the fight that ensued these were unfortunately 1656. 
drowned in the Vice- Admiral's ship, for out of the ~" 
eight vessels two only escaped capture or destruction. 

When lying at the mouth of the harbour of Cadiz, 1657. 
Blake received intelligence that the Spanish Plate Fleet Blake sails 
lay at anchor in the bay of Santa Cruz, in the island of ^ate Fleet 
Teneriffe. Accordingly he sailed away in search of it, to Santa 
and on the 20th April, 1657, arrived at the island, and fj££r™ 
found in the bay sixteen Spanish vessels. The bay 
was defended by a castle well-mounted with cannon, 
and with seven forts, all armed with guns, and united 
together by breastworks lined by musketeers. The 
Spanish Admiral drew up his galleons in the form of a 
half-moon, with their broadsides to the sea in the most 
advantageous and commanding position ; but the dis- 
position was of little effect against the English com- 
mander, who determined at once to hazard an attack. 
General Diego Diaguez, the Governor, was duly sum- 
moned, who returned a short but courteous refusal. It 
happened, however, that a Dutch merchant ship lay 
at the time in the harbour, the Captain of which 
shrewdly discovering what was the probable state 
of affairs, desired to depart before hostilities com- 
menced; when the Don replied, "Get you gone, if 
you please, and tell Blake he may come if he dare." 

This message having been duly communicated to 
the English Admiral, he forthwith reconnoitred the 
harbour, and having ascertained the true position 
of the galleons, and the disposition of the ports 
and batteries to protect them, he called a council of R^ive, to 
war, that he might explain his intentions, and the attack the 
impossibility he apprehended of bringing away the f^ 1 ^,™ m 
galleons ; but he put it to his captains whether they bour. 
would share in his resolution to attempt their de- 
struction, without caring for their individual loss by 
the sacrifice of their prizes. He meditated a daring 
and hazardous step, but it is not the characteristic of an 
English sailor to place pelf before enterprise, and one 
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1657. and all the officers cordially responded to their Admiral. 
— The wind blowing full into the harbour at the mo- 
ment seconded the courageous resolve, and every one 
was eager to begin the work. Blake ordered the 
" Speaker" frigate, Captain Staynor, to lead in with a 
portion of the fleet and silence the protecting batteries, 
while the Admiral himself attacked the galleons. Gal- 
lantly indifferent to the fortifications, which exhausted 
their shot prodigally on the leading frigates, the ships 
poured in their broadsides with such effect as to hinder 
the guns of the castle and lesser breastworks from im- 
peding Blake, who bravely contended with the gal- 
leons, all of which wero at length abandoned by the 
Spanish crews about two in the afternoon, after four 
hours of hard fighting and a brave resistance. 

The wind that had brought in the fleet rendered it 
impossible, as the Admiral had foreseen, to carry them 
out of harbour, so that the entire galleon fleet was set 
on fire, and reduced to ashes with all their treasure. But 
the difficulty yet remained how was the victorious fleet 
itself to get out in the teeth of the wind still setting in 
strong upon the entrance to the harbour. Most for- 
tunately, however, whether owing to the influence of 
gunpowder, or the prodigious heat of the fire, or both, 
the wind so far abated as to enable the shipping to 
tack safe out, leaving the Spaniards in utter astonish- 
ment at the fortunate temerity of their audacious 
invaders, whose loss in this severe and hazardous 
service was but forty-eight killed and 110 wounded. 
Deatruc- " Thus was the whole Plate Fleet destroyed ; which was 

i!? n °L the an incalculable loss to the Spaniards, although the 
Plate Fleet. T1 .. . , ,,. . , \ „ . ° ,. 

The Pro- -knghsn gained nothing but glory/ As soon as the 

tector and news reached England, the Protector caused the Par- 
appoint ft" ^ amon ^ ti ien sitting to appoint a day for a General 
General Thanksgiving for the success, and a ring of 500?. 
irivtoir value was sent to Blake, and a present of 100/. given 
to the Captain that brought the news. Dr. Johnson 
wisely remarks, in reference to Blake's wonderful 
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success, and its influence on the world, "He that 1657. 
increases the military reputation of a people does 
really increase its power, and he that weakens the 
enemy does in effect strengthen himself." " The whole 
action," says Clarendon, " was so incredible, that all 
men who knew the place wondered that any sober man, 
with what courage soever endowed, would ever have 
undertaken it. The Spaniards comforted themselves 
with the belief that they must have been devils, and 
not men, who had destroyed them in such a manner." 

Bishop Burnet relates an anecdote of our Admiral Anecdote 
at this time, that shows what an able and thorough ° .. fc a ^J 
disciplinarian he was, in his most anxious command, and justice. 
how wisely he could conduct himself in his peaceable 
relations with the foreigners. He had always espe- 
cially required his crews to treat strangers in their cus- 
tomary prejudices with proper respect. " A party of 
sailors from his fleet, in rambling about the town of 
Malaga, suddenly came upon a procession of priests 
carrying the host through the streets of the town to 
one who was sick. With a puritanical spirit, they not 
only refused to imitate the devout attention always 
evinced by the Spaniards on these religious occasions 
by falling on their knees, but they stood up and laughed 
and derided those who did so. The people, instigated 
by their exasperated clergy, resented this indignity. A 
street fight ensued, and with the advantage of numbers 
against them, the sailors were driven out of the town, 
and forced to fly for refuge to their boats. When 
they got on board, they complained of the treatment 
they had met with to the Admiral, who sent a 
trumpet into the town to demand that the priest who 
had set the people on should be given up to justice. 
The Viceroy replied that, " having no authority over 
the priests, he could not send him," to which Blake 
sent in for answer, " that if the priest was not sent on 
board his flag-ship within three hours he would burn 
the town." The Viceroy then sent the priest, who, 
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1057. coming on board the " St. George," pleaded the provo- 
~~ cation given by the seamen. Blake admitted the 
excuse, and answered that if he had made the com- 
plaint to him, he would have had the men punished 
severely, for he would never allow any affront against 
the established religion of any place ; but," he added, 
"that he could never permit that an Englishman 
should be punished by any one but an Englishman." 
Cromwell's This trait being carried to Cromwell, he was so much 
DffovaVof pl ea8 °d> that he read the account to his Council, and 
Blake. added, "That he hoped to make the name of an Eng- 
lishman as great in the world as ever that of a Roman 
had been." 

Early in June the fleet again anchored in the roads 
of Cadiz, when it received a most hospitable reception, 
notwithstanding its late actions against the Spaniards 
in their colonies. It is remarkable what sudden 
and contrary results success effects* among us. The 
blood horse, who would not have a bid before the 
race, is cheered vociferously after he has won a cup of 
little value against the most miserable competition ; 
and Napoleon at Marengo, who would have been 
hooted at two o'clock in the day, was a certain 
Emperor two hours later. 

The Admiral now received instructions from home 

to send back part of the fleet in order to reduce the 

heavy expenses of the war, and after a short stay 

he removed to Lisbon. For nearly a year Blake 

Blake from had never quitted ship-board, and want of exercise 

ill "j*""* and bad food had already aggravated the scurvy in 

return to his constitution, which he had caught a year before, 

England. an( ][ w hich now completely undermined it, so that it 

was ordered that he should himself carry home the 

squadron to repair. But there was no rest for him 

even at home. His retirement from the service even 

for a time was already deemed extremely detrimental 

to the country. The Council had no one to take 

his place. Deane, Penn, Lawson, Ayscue, his most 
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eminent contemporaries, were either dead or unwilling 1657. 
to *erre. Moreover, Blake was become indispensable 
to the State, for his very name was worth a squadron, 
and the noble hero, however anxious for some repose 
of mind or body, would not decline the responsibilities 
of his post ; although the state of his health warned 
him that he could not cany on the supreme command 
alone, so that he requested that another sea-general 
might be associated with him, and Montagu was 
named to the post. 

But the hero's health was now failing fast. Excite- HU illnej* 
ment, bad food, the fester of a still unhealed wound, ulcreMei ' 
the wreck and waste of a service unexampled in activity 
and mental and bodily energy, had done their work on 
bis vigorous constitution. Symptoms of dropsy had 
for some time appeared, and his spirits had begun to 
decline. The Admiral was himself convinced that he 
was only going home to die. The most kind letter of Receive* 
congratulation from the Protector, dated the 20th April, J^^" 
eonveyed the thanks of Parliament, with a jewelled ring letter, and 
sent him by a vote of the House, all which reached him 5p^?* 
while thinking of home, and caused in him a profound ment. 
but sad emotion. When he put in for fresh water at 
Caseaes Bay he found bodily weakness increasing upon 
him, and as he rolled through the tempestuous waters 
of the Bay of Biscay he grew worse and worse. Like 
the noble Collingwood in our own days, after having 
worn himself out in bis country's service abroad, he 
longed to get back, and get one parting glimpse of 
his native country. He inquired often and anxiously 
if the white cliffs of Albion were yet in flight. At 
length the Lizard was announced. Shortly after- 
wards the bold cliffs and bare hills of Cornwall 
loomed out in the distance, and the undulating 
hills of Devonshire came full in view. All these 
facts were successively communicated to the Admiral 
in his cabin. But Blake was fast dying, beyond 
all doubt. As the "St. George," foremost of the vie- 
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1057. torious squadron, rode with its precious burden into 

Hi L r ^ M * ^ oun ^» it came within view of eager thousand* 

in Ily- crowding the beach, the pier-heads of Ply mouth, and 

mouth the wall* of the citadel, all eager and anxious to catch 

a glimpse of their victorious hero, and salute him with 

a true iJevonidiire welcome ; hut it pleased the great 

Disposer of e vents to rule that he should never land on 

his native shore again. At this very time he lay in his 

silent cabin, while his sobbing, yet lion-hearted comrades 

thronged the companion -bidder, to catch the proof of his 

breath i rig, but before the anchor dropped on his native 

soil he was dead. Jle had yielded up his soul to God 

a true arid sincere patriot and Christian, He expired 

on the 17th August, 1057, at the age of fifty -eight. 

The Protector received the news of Blake's death 

witli very great concern, and as Clarendon somewhat 

viciously remarks, " to encourage his officers to venture 

their lives that they might be pompously buried/' he 

determined that the body should be interred with all 

the solemnity possible, and at the charge of the public, 

in Henry the Seventh's chapel, among the monuments 

of the Kings. The body was accordingly skilfully 

embalmed, and the bowels having lxsen taken out and 

placed in an urn, were buried in the great church in 

Hi*™- Plymouth. The body was carried by sea to Green- 

insffiR am w ' H .\ lf where it lay in state for several days ; and on 

Henry tlio the 4th September moved to Westminster, where 

Hwvmith's « )„, W as left alone in his glory." JJut it is with the 

' ^P • r(;ii \ ttri( ] fiifiuunj regret entertained by every historian 

that has recorded the fact, that it lias to bo here stated 

that one " so famed for his bravery, so spotless in 

his integrity ;" one who had carried himself " so 

wisely and so well" in the midst of the nation's exciting 

auger; who ha/1 disapproved the King's trial, who 

had barely tolerated Cromwell's usurpation, although 

he maintained the reserve which is permitted in 

troublous times to those who serve the State, was not 

allowed to rest for ever and in peace in his honoured 
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grave. Blake's embalmed body was dag up after the 1657. 
Restoration, and cast into a pit in the Abbey-yard of "" 
Westminster ! This was a mean revenge, inhuman and nUremoral 
ungrateful. Johnson remarks, with an oriental pro- of his body 
Tcarb, " Let no man pull a dead lion by the beard." jk^Jj^ 
But how is it that " the dead lion" yet remains in our tion. 
history without a stone or a brass to record that it 
ever had existence? Great Britain is not wont to 
neglect her great naval heroes, to whom she is most 
indebted for her greatness ; and here lies one, who did 
as much for the annals of the English name in the 
world as any one that adorns its renown, and yet he 
is nevertheless scarcely known to her school-boys. In 
the Great Exhibition of National Portraits of 186(5, 
there were but three insignificant pictures of Blake, 
two without any artist's name, and one by a perfectly 
unknown limner of the name of Hanneman ; while of 
the yet more celebrated naval hero, Sir Francis Drake, 
there was but one anonymous performance in that 
national collection. Surely we are in England too 
little mindful of these omissions and neglects, and in 
this respect our enemies are wiser. 

" But that regard which was denied his body has His cha- 
been paid to his better remains — to his name and his racter. 
memory : nor has any writer denied him the praise of 
intrepidity, honesty, contempt of wealth, and love of 
country." As he made use of no mean artifices to 
raise himself to the highest command at sea, so he 
needed no interest but his merit and his exalted 
services to support him in it. He scorned the mere 
acquisition of money, which he disinterestedly laid out 
at fast as it came in in the service of the State ; and 
though no man had more opportunities of acquisition 
than he had, who had captured so many millions from 
the enemies of England, yet he threw it all into the 
public treasury, and did not die 500/. richer than his 
lather left him. The spirit of Blake was in every 
tiling superior to mere private views, for it is related 
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1657. of him that when his own" brother, in his last action 
with the Spaniards, had failed to perform his duty, he 
removed him from his ship, to which he appointed 
another officer in his room. Yet he was not less 
regardful of him as a brother, for when he died, he left 
him his estate, knowing him well qualified to adorn 
and enjoy a private fortune, though he had found him 
unfit to serve his country in a public character, and 
had therefore not suffered him to rob it *. 

He was in person a man of mean stature, but with 
a quick and lively eye, and a melancholic and sullen 
nature. Yet he never appears to have had a 
personal foe, and perhaps no one has ever played so 
conspicuous a part in the drama of life, who was 
followed by less envy, hatred, and other uncharitable- 
ness than Robert Blake. The bitterest enemies df 
his political creed have ever spoken of what they 
deemed his errors more in sorrow than in anger, and 
he was only most dreaded by men who were his 
avowed enemies, and whom he employed no disguise 
. to regard as such from their characters and conduct. 
He was pious without affectation, a strong religionist 
according to the pretended purity of these times, yet 
one who would share in the fun of the quarter-deck at 
times of relaxation and joy, to which he always con- 
tributed ; while his generosity and tenderness to the 
seamen in their sickness and troubles deeply endeared 
him to every one of them. Indeed he forms one 
of the most perfect characters of . his age, and one 
the least stained with the errors and violences that 
were then so unhappily predominant. The pompous 
funeral given his remains by the nation was a less 
honourable panegyric to his memory than the tears 
of his countrymen when he died, and the unsullied 
reputation that still attaches to his name *. 

1 Dr. Johnson. 

3 Clarendon, Hume, Rapin, Dr. Johnson, Hopwortb Dixon, 
Heath's Chronicles, Lediard's Naval History of England, and 
Biographies passim. 
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mFSDoy says, " Van Trump, in respect of hi* 1598. 
ritime experience, and the frequent actions he had ~" 
n engaged in, might very well be reckoned among 
most eminent commanders at sea of that age ; and 
country is farther indebted to his memory than they 
e yet acknowledged." To what circumstances the 
le historian refers in this remark I am not aware ; 
I have to lament that the great deeds of Tromp 
almost solely enshrined in his " land's language," 
ch ia a sealed book, unhappily, to the general stu- 
t. The name of Van Trump, by which this dis- 
juished naval hero is popularly known to English 
krs, is altogether an error. He is always styled 
mp in Dutch history, and never had a preten- 
i to any aristocratic characteristic; although he 
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received from Louis XIII. of France in 1038 a coat 
of arms for his services before Dunkirk in 1637, and a 
grant of supporters to his coat of arms from Charles I. 
of England in 1642, which appears to justify the dis- 
tinction to his son Cornelis, who has also adorned his 
country's maritime annals by equal merit to his great 
father, and who may therefore be distinguished as 
Van Tromp. 

Martin Tromp was born at the Brille in 1597. 
His father, Harpertz Tromp, was also a sailor, and 
commanded a frigate under Admiral Heemskirk in 
1617, when he was killed in an action with an 
English privateer. The son, at the age of eleven 
years, was serving at the time when his father was 
struck down by a cannon-shot at his side, and was 
taken prisoner, and held " in durance vile " for two 
years and a half either by the English or the free- 
booter. His captor made him serve as a cabin-boy, 
and this disgusted him so much with the business 
and with the company to whom he was apprenticed, 
that the lad made his escape and got back to Hol- 
land, where he took service as common sailor, quarter- 
master, or pilot, as he could, until ho had the mis- 
fortune to be again taken prisoner in the service of 
the Republic and carried into Algiers. Some years 
later, and it is thought on the recommendation of the 
Bey, he obtained from Maurice of Orange the com- 
mand of a frigate. In 1629 he was made Second 
Captain, under Admiral Peter Hein, of the " Green 
Dragon," a vessel regarded as the first ship of war 
at that time in the Dutch navy. He is said to 
have drawn from his Admiral the remark, " I have 
known many good officers who have commanded ships 
under me, but no one so thoroughly well to be trusted 
as Tromp." Unfortunately his patron was killed in 
action, and it was expected that with such a character 
as he had earned our hero might succeed to the rank 
of Lieutenant-Admiral ; but he was passed over by 
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some one of superior interest, and thinking himself 1637. 
injured, Tromp resigned his commission. However, 
in 1637, on the death of Admiral Dorp, the Stadt- ^ d ^?£j 
holder Frederick named him to this rank, and gave an( j ^e- ' 
him a command of eleven ships, with which he went feats the 
to sea, and defeated a Spanish fleet of ten ships of war P* 1 " 11 " 18, 
and four frigates off the coast of Flanders, in 1637. 
He acted very craftily in this affair, having lain in 
wait for his opportunity, and came upon the enemy 
so suddenly that he captured two ships of war and 
four frigates, and threw the rest of the fleet upon the 
shallows, where many were wrecked, while the Spanish 
Admiral in command was killed in the encounter. For 
this action the States conferred on Tromp a chain of 
gold, and the King of France added to his arms the 
collar of St. Michael, in honour of this meritorious 
success. 

In 1 639, to revenge the defeat, the King of Spain 1639. 
gent a fleet of sixty-seven vessels, under Oquendo, to Tromp 
insult the Dutch waters. Tromp was accordingly ^ t8 t h e 
placed in command of a fleet of seventeen sail of the Spanish 
line with fifty smaller craft, and, as before, awaited a 
favourable opportunity for making his attack from 
behind the Texel. He obtained information that the 
Spanish fleet had 4000 soldiers aboard, and therefore 
he concluded that the object was to throw them 
into Dunkirk. On the 21st of October he sighted the 
Spanish fleet off the Straits of Dover, when, unmind- 
ful of his inferior force, he got to windward of them 
until he could obtain some assistance from home, and, 
having received a reinforcement, he attacked so success- 
fully, that, after a sharp fight which lasted some hours, 
he captured one galleon, sank another, and scattered 
the remainder, who fled for shelter into the Downs. 
Tromp, uncertain how to act, went in his flag-ship to 
receive instructions of his government, and to obtain 
some supplies of powder and shot, and after three weeks 
returned and found the Spanish fleet where he had 
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left them. An English fleet of thirty-four ships of 
war, under Admiral Sir John Pennington, also lay 
in the Downs at this time, and Tromp was apprised 
that lie had the orders of his government to act in 
aid of whichever fleet should be first attacked. By 
some accidental encounter, however, a Dutch seaman 
was killed by a shot fired from a Spanish ship, and 
Tromp represented the provocation to the English 
Admiral, and, without further parley, he formed up 
his fleet, now consisting of 100 sail, in six divisions, 
and bore down upon Oquendo's fleet as they lay at 
anchor. This masterly movement, and the vigour of 
the attack, induced the Spaniards at once to cut their 
cables. They consisted of fifty -three vessels, of which 
twenty-three were driven on shore there, three were 
stranded, and three burned — one, a great galleon, 
mounted with fifty -two brass guns, on board of which 
was Antonio de Castro, Vice- Admiral of Galicia. The 
remainder of the ships on shore were taken possession 
of by the English to save them for the Dutch ; but 
thirty ships, with Oquendo the Commander-in-Chief, 
and Lopez, Admiral of Portugal, got to sea. Tromp 
followed after them, till, a thick fog arising, they tried 
to escape; but the Dutch contrived to interpose their 
fleet into the midst of that of the enemy, and after 
fighting valiantly, the flag-ship of Lopez burst into 
flames. On this Oquendo ordered such vessels as 
could escape to run before the wind, while he himself 
and ten ships got into Dunkirk. 

The English had witnessed this action from its very 
commencement, and had seen the Dutch Admiral dis- 
perse the formidable armament of the Spaniards. It 
ha/1 been the practice of England to fight promis- 
cuously, ttliip by ship, without studying in the least 
any scientific (.-volutions. All were eager to join at 
once, to lock deck to deck, yard-arm to yard-arm, 
and the affair was settled on the principles of 
school-hoys in their fisty -cuffs. In this way the 
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Spanish Armada had been encountered and con- 1639. 
quered in 1588. Sailors, who are of the class of 
men who turn to account by observation the tac- 
tics of an enemy, now beheld for the first time, 
instead of a multiplied action of single ships, to 
which their experience had been hitherto confined, 
a combined action of divisions of ships bearing 
down simultaneously on the Spanish line, and re- 
marked the efficiency of this combination. " It is 
no matter whence instruction comes, from friend or 
from foe, provided it be good ;" and, acting on this 
principle, the British navy will not hesitate to ac- 
knowledge the obligations they owe to Tromp for 
many an after day of successful glory from the 
manoeuvres that the stout Dutchman moved them by 
his example to introduce into naval tactics. 

Tromp's victory occasioned, as may be supposed, Honours 
great joy in Holland, and the States desired, as a §^ mp in 
compliment, that as his wife had just been brought to Holland 
bed of a daughter she should be baptized by the ^ , , 
names of "Anna Maria Victoria Martensis Trompensis 
Dunensis," but whether the young lady ever acquired 
any shorter name of endearment, or a husband to 
lavish it upon her, is not recorded. King Charles I., 
however, in admiration of the Admiral's deeds, al- 
though at peace at this time with both Spain and 
Holland, granted Tromp a patent of British knight- 
hood, and a grant of supporters to his arms. This 
last is dated from York, 20th May, 1642. 

The Parliament, however, under the Common- 1651. 
wealth, with a view of encouraging navigation, had The Navi. 
passed a law on the 1st December, 1651, to prohibit 
the importation of all foreign commodities, except in 
English bottoms. This was so serious a blow at the 
Hollanders that they sent an embassy to England to 
solicit a revocation of the Act; but instead of consent- 
ing to revoke the Act, several old pretensions of the 
English were revived, and this conduct convinced the 
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and on the 20th July came out from the Zuyder Zee 1053. 
with eighty-five ships. An undecided conflict took ~" 
place the first day. Blake having, from ill health, 
given up the command to Monk, the contending 
fleets continued the action with the same fury as 
before, and Tromp made good his course till he joined 
the squadron of Admiral De Witt with twenty-seven 
sail, on the 8th August, which giving him the supe- 
riority over the English, Monk withdrew his fleet, and 
dropped down opposite the Catwyk ; and on the 10th 
the fight was renewed, and waxed hot and bloody till 
about one in the day, when Tromp received a musket- Death of 
ball in his head, of which he died in a few minutes, T^?/) 
having scarcely time to exhort his comrades to per- 
severe in the combat. His last words were, " I am 
done for ; but you, my children, maintain the battle." 
The loss, on both sides was very considerable. Twenty- 
seven Dutch ships were fired or sunk, and above 
1000 prisoners were taken. The English lost four 
ships, with 400 men and eight captains killed, and 700 
men and five captains wounded. On the death of the 
Admiral both fleets, as if by common consent, ceased, 
firing, and withdrew to their respective harbours. 

The loss of Admiral Tromp was a consternation to 
Holland, and the States-General received the news of 
his death with the greatest lamentations. The dead 
body of our hero was received with the greatest 
respect, and was buried with great solemnity at 
Delft. They caused a grand monument to be erected 
at the public cost, with an inscription much too in- 
flated for the simple character of the noble sailor, and 
not redeemed by any elegance of language. They also 
caused medals to be struck in his honour, and sent a 
solemn deputation to express to his widow the national 
condolence. Tromp must be regarded among the most 
eminent sea commanders of his age and country. He His charac- 
was called " the father of sailors," and to him is justly x^^om- 
to be attributed the school that formed De Ruyter and mander. 

B b 2 
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1653. the galaxy of distinguished Dutch naval officers of the 
seventeenth century. We have also shown above that 
he devised a system of naval tactics that has been 
adopted by England and other maritime powers. He 
had been present in fifty engagements, and had been 
the victorious commander thirty-three times. Nor did 
the frequent successes that had attended his actions 
betoken merely his bravery, nor were they solely in 
respect of great maritime experience. He was in- 
deed in many ways an efficient tactician and a skilful 
strategist, for even on those occasions in which he 
could not claim a victory he saved his ships, either 
by his skill in availing himself of their small draught 
of water to foil his pursuers, or by taking ad- 
vantage of the wind in a more masterly manner 
than his adversaries. In the midst of his greatest 
glory he constantly evinced a remarkable ^modesty 
of character, and never arrogated to himself a superior 
service, or from his nation a higher pretension for his 
deeds than he would have as readily claimed for any 
of his comrades, nor did he ever aspire to greater 
honour for his name than as the father of the sailors. 

The quality of this great Admiral that was most 
remembered was his extraordinary coolness under fire, 
acting in the greatest moment of danger with the 
completest sang-froid, and giving his orders from his 
quarter-deck, aussi libre et aussi assure, as if he were 
quietly seated in his chamber. Perhaps there is no 
hero in the whole Dutch history whose memory has 
survived with so much genuine respect as old Martin 
Tromp \ 

1 Militair Conversations Lexikon; Burchett; Vie de Tramp, 
par Ricker; Biographies English and French; Hennequin, 
Biographie Maritime, Paris, 1838 ; Lediard's Naval History of 
England; Sistema de Grovestin; Vie de Ruyter, par Glrard 
Brandt. 



MICHEL ADRIANSZ DE RUYTER, 
OB, DE ETJITEE. 

ADMIBAL-GENEBAL OF HOLLAND. 



Born 1607. Died 1676. 



I hate not been able to ascertain by what right the 1607. 
aristocratic patronymic of De has been always affixed to ®J*!J °* 
the name of Buyter. The grandfather of our hero, ^^' 

bearing the same Christian name as he did himself, 
held a farm at Goot, near Bergen-op-zoom. His son, 
the father of the great Admiral, was named Adrian, 
and lived at Flashing, where he married, in 1601, his 
second wife Alida Jans, who was the mother of six 
daughters and five sons, of whom Michel was the 
fourth, who was- born at Flushing on the 24th March, 
1607. Nothing could have been more humble than 
his origin and early bringing up, for he was wont 
himself to relate that he was placed to work at a 
ropewalk at a few pence a day. Hig earJ 

Placed among sailors, it was natural enough that a history. 
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1607. lad of high spirit should, from his earliest days, 
~~ have set his heart upon all nautical pursuits ; and at 
eleven years of age it is recorded of him that he was 
first enabled to gratify his wishes, although in the 
humble guise of a cabin-boy. He gradually bettered 
his condition, so that after eight voyages, he rose to 
the rank of Captain of a vessel, in 1635. In the 
following year he married Cornelia Engels, with 
whom he passed many years in perfect domestic 
happiness, and became the father of several children. 
He followed the mercantile marine in several highly 
successful voyages until 1640, when he obtained his 
1641. r ank in the Dutch navy. He was first given the com- 
J^ de mand of the "Han;" but in 1641, when an expedi- 
Admlral. tion was fitted out to assist Portugal in its war of 
independence against Spain, he was promoted to serve 
as Bear- Admiral under Admiral Gysels. For his con- 
duct in an action that was fought successfully off Cape 
St. Vincent, Ruyter received from the King of Portugal 
a chain of gold, and having generally signalized him- 
self by his valour and seamanship, returned home to 
Flushing in December, 1642. 

During the course of the succeeding nine years, from 
1643 to 1652, .Ruyter continued a sea life in sundry 
merchant ships, and in the transactions of trade under- 
went many adventures, to which in his after life he was 
not disposed to make much reference. He had already 
become tired of the occupation ; so that when in 1650 
he married a third wife, he took the resolution to quit 
the sea-service altogether, and for the moment he 
settled himself to the leisure of some land occupation, 
when the war that broke out in 1652, between the 
English and Dutch, opened an entirely new career 
that led him to honour and glory. 

After Tromp had fallen into disfavour with the 
States-General of the United Provinces in consequence 
of the reverses he had xrn&er^cmfc *\» >tafc Y*asA t& N3&s> 
English Admiral Blake, they \ociks& wcwsccA Vol %mV 



ADMIBAL-GENEBAL 07 HOLLAND. 871 

of some one to whom they could entrust the safety of 1652. 
their fleet, and at the instigation of the States of 
Zealand De Ruyter was requested to accept the com- 
mand. It was not until he had been most urgently 
solicited, and even twitted at his want of patriotism in 
hesitating to give his aid to the necessities of his 
country, that he yielded; and on the 29th July, 
1652, he raised his flag on the " Neptune," 28, when De Ruyter 
he joined the fleet, which was collected in the roads j£!TDu1!ch 
of Ostend. He found his command to consist of thirty fleet, 
ships of war (of which not one carried more than thirty 
guns), six fire-ships, and three galistas. Yan Broeck 
was his second in command and Yan Haof Bear- 
Admiral. He was also daily joined by merchantmen 
seeking his convoy to go down the Channel ; and in this 
way convoying thirty-three merchantmen, he encoun- 
tered, on the 26th August, an English fleet under Sir 
George Ayscough prepared to bar his progress with 
forty-four ships of war, almost in sight of Plymouth. Action off 
There was no avoiding a conflict, notwithstanding the ymou 
disproportionate force of the combatants ; and De Kuy- 
ter ordered two fire-ships to attach themselves to each 
squadron, to be at the orders of the Admiral. The 
action was most bloody. De Euyter, supported by the 
"Concord," Captain Andre* Fortune, and "Ostrich," 
Captain Doave Aukes, sought out Admiral Ayscough's 
flag-ship, and punished it so severely, that after an 
action that lasted two days, Sir George had enough 
of it, and thought it prudent to carry his fleet into 
Plymouth, leaving De liuyter free to conduct his 
convoy where he would. 

In the history of the naval transactions of the war 
by Brandt, there is a considerable degree of hectoring, 
like Tromp's broom at the masthead ; as for example, 
that when Ayscough was gone to Plymouth De Ruy- 
ter is represented as calling his officers together and. 
proposing to follow him into that port,"triom\ftier Seras. 
mot lew* propres cdte8,poiir leur faire BentixYaStcH&fo 



870 DB RVYTEB, 

1007. lad of high spirit should, from his oarlicst days, 
"" have sot hit* heart upon all nautical pursuits ; and at 
oloven yearn of ago it is recorded of him that ho was 
first enabled to gratify his wishes, although in the 
humble guise of a cabin-boy. Ho gradually bettered 
his condition, so that after eight voyages, ho rose to 
the rank of Captain of a vessel, in 1035. In tho 
following year he married Cornelia Kngels, with 
whom he passed many years in perfect domestic 
happiness, and became the father of several children. 
He followed the mercantile marino in several highly 
successful voyages until 1040, when he obtained his 

101 1. r ank in the Dutch navy. He was first given tho com- 

1iVhT 1 ° ,nnn<l ()f iho " 1,lin » M ,mt ,fl l04l » W,,MI ftn «*I )odi - 
Adnilrsl. tion was fitted out to assist Portugal in its war of 

independence against Spain, he was promoted to servo 
as Rear-Admiral under Admiral Uysols. For his con- 
duct in an action that was fought successfully off Capo 
felt. Vincent, I tuy tor received from the King of Portugal 
a chain of gold, and having generally signalised him- 
self by his valour and seamanship, returned homo to 
Flushing in December, 1042. 

During the course of the succeeding nine years, from 
104!) to 1052, Jtuyter continued a sea lifo in sundry 
merchant ships, and in the transactions of trade under- 
went many adventures, to which in his after life ho wat 
not disposed to make much reference. He had already 
become tired of the occupation ; so that when in 1050 
he married a third wife, ho took tho resolution to quit 
the sea-service altogether, and for tho moment he 
settled himself to the leisure of some land occupation, 
when the war that broke out in 1052, between the 
English and Dutch, opened an entirely now career 
that led him to honour and glory. 

After Tromp had fallen into disfavour with tho 
Htatcs-Ucnoriil of the United Provinces in con sequence 
of the reverses he had undergone at tho hand of the 
English Admiral Blake, they looked around in search 
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of some one to whom they could entrust the safety of 1652. 
their fleet, and at the instigation of the States of 
Zealand De Buyter was requested to accept the com- 
mand. It was not until he had been most urgently 
solicited, and even twitted at his want of patriotism in 
hesitating to give his aid to the necessities of his 
country, that he yielded; and on the 29th July, 
1652, he raised his flag on the " Neptune," 28, when De Ruyter 
he joined the fleet, which was collected in the roads jJ^iJutSi 
of Ostend. He found his command to consist of thirty fleet, 
ships of war (of which not one carried more than thirty 
guns), six fire-ships, and three galistas. Van Broeck 
was his second in command and Yan Haof Bear- 
Admiral. He was also daily joined by merchantmen 
seeking his convoy to go down the Channel ; and in this 
way convoying thirty-three merchantmen, he encoun- 
tered, on the 26th August, an English fleet under Sir 
George Ayscough prepared to bar his progress with 
forty-four ships of war, almost in sight of Plymouth. Action off 
There was no avoiding a conflict, notwithstanding the ymou 
disproportionate force of the combatants ; and De Buy- 
ter ordered two fire-ships to attach themselves to each 
squadron, to be at the orders of the Admiral. The 
action was most bloody. De Buyter, supported by the 
"Concord," Captain Andre* Fortune, and "Ostrich," 
Captain Doave Aukes, sought out Admiral Ayscough's 
flag-ship, and punished it so severely, that after an 
action that lasted two days, Sir George had enough 
of it, and thought it prudent to carry his fleet into 
Plymouth, leaving De ltuyter free to conduct his 
convoy where he would. 

In the history of the naval transactions of the war 
by Brandt, there is a considerable degree of hectoring, 
like Tromp's broom at the masthead ; as for example, 
that when Ayscough was gone to Plymouth De Buy- 
ter is represented as calling his officers together and 
proposing to follow him into that port,"triompher d'eux 
but leurs propres c6tes, pour leur faire sentir raffront de 
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1653- as possible. The English vessels, however, kept such 
close watch upon the Dutch coasts that there was 
great difficulty experienced in getting together a new 
fleet, as they prevented all communications between 
the Wielings and the Texel. 

On the 6th August, or 29th July, Tromp put to sea 
with eighty or ninety ships, and steered to the North, 
in order to unite with De Witt, who was expected out 
of the Texel, and on Sunday, 10th, the hostile fleets, 
commanded as before, again came to action off Scheven- 
ing and Katwyk : De Ruyter commanded the left, and 
the Admiral the right, Evertz being in the middle, and 
• De Witt in the second line. Lawson's Blue squadron 
was engaged by Tromp, when a musket shot from the 
"Rainbow," flag-ship of Rear- Admiral Goodson, struck 
the gallant old Commander, and he died within a few 
minutes. The Commanders of the several squadrons 
were immediately called by signal on board the flag- 
ship, and held a council around the dead warrior's 
body, extended before them on the deck. Ruyter is 
reported to have been much overcome at the sight, 
and to have exclaimed, " Would it had pleased God 
that I had been killed in his place !" However, the 
flag of the Lieutenant- Admiral was ordered to be kept 
flying, in order to conceal the sad event from the 
knowledge of the enemy. Ruyter at once shifted his 

Xltu^ter fla S to the fri S ate " the Lamb >" 40 > and rushed into 
the middle of the fight ; so that out of a crew of 150 

men, he soon had forty-three dead and thirty-five 
wounded around him, and his mizen-mast and main- 
mast were gone by the board ; nor had he more than 
about seven hundred- weight of powder and a few balls 
remaining. In this defenceless state, he' summoned 
Captain Alderzde Hoow to tow him out of the line, 
and made for the mouth of the Meuse. 

Considerable discussions ensued in the States-Gene- 
ral as to whom they should appoint Lieutenant-Admiral 
in the room of Tromp, and the unpopularity of De 
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Witt, whose pretensions on the score of ability now 1653. 
raised him to the post of Pensionary, left the decision — 
open to many, and to De Ruyter amongst others. 
However, to avoid jealousies and heart-burnings, they 
elected Colonel James Van Wassenaac, Lord of Op- 
dam, to the post of Lieutenant-Admiral, and De 
Ruyter was constituted Vice- Admiral of Holland and I* made 
Friesland, while Cornelis Van Tromp was, out of^^^" 
respect to his brave father, promoted to the grade Holland 
of Rear-Admiral of Holland ; but the peace of 1654 J^ Frieik 
removed the necessity of calling on these distin- 
guished officers for their services afloat, so that De 
Ruyter, instead of going to sea, took up his residence 
at Amsterdam : but from time to time his name came 
before the public as commanding detached squadrons. 
Thus the Vice- Admiral raised his flag " Thuis te 
Swieten" soon after the peace in June, 1654, with a 
squadron of fourteen ships, bearing orders to cruise in 
the Mediterranean; with reference to some dispute 
which had occurred in the course of the war, he 
was directed on meeting any English fleet to drop his 
flag and salute with three guns, but not to permit* the 
visit of any foreign officer on board, excepting when 
driven to it by such a superiority of force as he might 
not be able to resist. He returned from this cruise at 
the end of November, and rejoined his family at Am- 
sterdam. In June, 1655, he again hoisted his flag in 1655. 
order to bring the Barbary States to reason, which had &"!* to the 
outraged the Dutch flag, and meeting Blake's fleet near g tate J y 
Faro, he dropped his flag and saluted according to his 
instructions, and was answered by the English Admiral 
with twenty-one guns. After many affair** with the 
Corsairs, he* returned to the Texel, May, 1656. 

A war had broken out at this period between Charles 1656. 
Gustavus, King of Sweden, and John Casimir, King of SsHs to the 
Poland, and the Dutch, considering that their valuable 
trade with the Baltic might be endangered by the 
belligerents, had, before De Ruyter's return from the 
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1050. Mediterranean, ordered Lieutenant-Admiral Opdam to 
""" be ready to go to "«a. The Vice-Admiral, however, on 
Inn return, being quite ready for service, wan ordered 
to undertake the expedition, and with twenty -five anil 
dropped anchor in the Hound on the 8th June. Opdam 
with three ships followed him on the 27th, and the 
Dutch fleet (Hit itaelf in communication witli the Danish 
fleet at Copenhagen. This alliance soon terminated the 
war, and peaee having heen effected between the com- 
batants*, the combined fleets returned to their respective 
harbours, and Do Ituyter arrived at the Vlie on the 
In miit to jj r d November. Jn December, 1057, the Vice-Admi- 
tflrrftiifnri. ral wan again despatched to the Mediterranean, where 
ho found himself placed in circumstances of (joti wider- 
able difficulty in respect to French privateers, who 
hampered the commerce of Holland, and were in some 
respect countenanced in this by the French government. 
Do Ituyter allowed much judgment in his conduct at 
this time, which, in fact, averted a war that appeared 
at one time imminent between the two States. On hif 
return home from this service, he was rewarded with 
a chain of gold by the Council of Admiralty of 
Amsterdam. J)e Ituyter continued his cruise until in 
October, 1 (557, Lieutenant- Admiral Opdam arrived to 
asumo the command of a fleet with which Holland 
was prepared to defend herself in a war which wa* 
now declared with Portugal, and Do Jiuyter served 
under him as Vice-Admiral, having a squadron of ten 
ships of war. Having encountered the sugar fleet 
coming from Jlra/il, they succeeded in capturing 
fifteen vessels ; and with these prizes they returned 
borne, Do ituyter entering the Texel on the 0th 
December. 
105H. fn June, 1058, the Vice- Admiral again quitted port 

with twenty-two ships of war, and, after cruising and 
capturing many ship* off the Portuguese shores, 
Do Ituyter returned to Holland, and anchored at 
the Texel on the 11th November. Opdam had, in 



ADMIBAL-GENEBAL OF HOLLAIO). 877 

the meantime, cruised with a fleet in the Baltic, and 1658. 
the States desiring to take a more conclusive policy in 
the disputes of the northern provinces, commissioned 
De Ruyter to take charge of a considerable amount of * 
land and sea forces, and to place himself under the 
chief command of Opdam, now Sieur de Wassenaar, at 
Copenhagen. On the 20th May, 1659, he sailed with 1659. 
this expedition, consisting of thirty-nine ships of war, P e R uyter 
mounting 1743 guns, and with crews numbering 7689 Copen- 
8ailors, and a force of 4000 soldiers, and reported hagen. 
himself to the Lieutenant- Admiral on the 28th June. 
No affair of arms ensued till after the 16th October, 
when De Wassenaar returned to Holland, leaving the 
command of the fleet to Vice- Admiral De Ruyter. 

The new Commander-in-Chief soon signalized his De Ruyter 
command with a conjoint expedition, naval and mili- ~ m mand- 
tary, Dutch and Danish, which rendezvoused on the er-in-Chief. 
8th November before Nybourg, where they threatened 
to make ' a descent ; but the Swedish batteries plied 
red-hot shot so effectually as to fire several ships, and 
the flag-ship among the rest ; so that the weather being 
also unfavourable, it was resolved to attempt the 
enterprise on some other part of the Swedish coast, 
and with this view they repaired to Cartemonde, 
which place they forthwith cannonaded, and Marshal 
Shak was landed in the early morning to advance 
against the town. The Swedes, however, showed such 
a force of cavalry that it was necessary for the Allies 
to have the assistance of that arm, and accordingly 
1000 horses were quickly disembarked, and De Kuy- 
ter, leaving the army under its chief to establish 
themselves, stood out to sea with the fleet. The 
King of Sweden had established his head-quarters at 
this time in the island of Falster, but as soon as he 
heard of the landing of the Dutch in Funen, he has- 
tened to rejoin his army ; but his Council deeming the 
risk too great to attempt to pass the straits in an open 
hoat, persuaded His Majesty to send Marshal Steenbok 
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1659. to command his forces. The armies, under the respec- 
tive commands of the Marshals Steenbok, Eberstein, 
and Schak, came in presence on the 23rd November. 
Attack of The Swedes under the former occupied a strong 
Nybourg. ^j j n f ron ^ f Nybourg, and had formed a deep ditch 
in their front, while the hedges and houses flanking it 
were filled with musketeers. The Danes under Eber- 
stein commenced the attack, but were unable to force 
the Swedes from their position, until Schak brought 
forward the Dutch against the right wing of the 
Swedish position with better success. The enemy 
gave way, leaving all their artillery behind them, and 
were forced to fall back behind the ramparts of 
Nybourg. Marshal Schak immediately sent off to the 
Vice- Admiral to apprise him of the issue of the battle, 
and on the 25th De Ruyter ranged his ships of war, 
and anchored them oft' the walls of Nybourg, where he 
opened such a cannonade upon the unhappy town, that 
reduced it in a very short time to a mere heap of 
Surrender ashes. The troops immediately entered into terms, 
?* Ny " and surrendered at discretion. Marshal Stcenbok had 
fled from the battle-field without entering Nybourg, 
and had got on board a fishing smack, which carried 
him away in safety, but 7000 men laid down their 
arms, half of whom were cavalry ; so that the Dutch 
possessed themselves likewise of 3000 horses, of all the 
Swedish artillery, and many standards. Thus the 
island of Funen was successfully retaken from Sweden 
and restored to Denmark, principally by the Dutch 
fleet and army, in a short campaign of fifteen or 
Death sixteen days. The King of Sweden was so over- 
ic ,tllC f whelmed at this catastrophe, which he learned from 
Sweden. the mouth of Marshal Steenhok himself, that he shut 
himself up in Gottcnbourg, where he died on the 23rd 
February, 1000. 

The death of the King soon led to a suspension of 
arms between the contending fleets and armies, which 
was settled on the 20th March, but it was the 6th 
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Jane when peace was concluded between Holland, 1060. 
Denmark, and Sweden, in the presence of the Ambas- — 
sadors of England and France, at Elbinng, in Pomerania. 
The duty that now devolved on De Ruyter was to 
assist in the transport of the Swedish army out of 
Denmark, and he had the satisfaction of reporting to 
the King in person on the 4th August, that every 
Swedish soldier had retired out of his dominions. Three 
days afterwards he again waited on His Majesty to 
present his letter of recall, when he was very gra- 
ciously thanked for the great services he had rendered 
his kingdom. A grand dinner was prepared by Mar- 
shal Schak on the 11th to take leave of the Dutch 
fleet, at which the King himself was present ; and on 
that occasion His Majesty presented to De liuyter, 
with his own hand, a grant of Danish nobility, an 
honourable augmentation to his coat of arms, and a 
pension for life of 1800 crowns. On the 13th August 
De Ruyter raised anchor, but it was the 3rd September 
before he disembarked at the Vlie, when he was restored 
to his family at Amsterdam, having been absent from 
Holland fifteen months and fourteen days. 

In the year 1661 De liuyter was again placed in 1661. 
commission with a squadron of nine vessels of war, 
mounting 382 pieces of cannon, to protect the Dutch 
commerce in the North Sea ; and he set sail with this 
object in the end of May. Returning to port on the 
29th June, he received orders to proceed with a convoy De Ruyter 
to the Mediterranean, and render the same protection P 1 "** 66 *** 
to Dutch commerce against the African pirates on the Mediter- 
shores of that sea. Accordingly he set sail on the rauean. 
17th July, convoying twenty-seven merchant-ships to 
Lisbon and Cadiz. Before entering the Straits his 
fleet was reinforced, with which on the 2£th August 
he ran into the port of Malaga. Here he met an 
English squadron under Lord Sandwich, and the allied 
fleets concurred in putting down the Turkish pirates. 
On the 5th September, in obedience to the orders of 
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war and five prizes, which he had captured of the 16G5. 
English en voyage. 

The news of De Ruyter's return was received with De Ruyter 
great joy in Holland. There had been much discussion, j[|M[ ^J 
and many intrigues in operation as to the election of a General-in- 
successor to Opdam, as Admiral and General-in-Chief of Chief ' 
Holland and EastFriesland, and the opportune arrival of 
De Ruyter determined the point ; so that within a week 
from the notification of his arrival at Delfzyl, he received 
a messenger apprising him of his appointment to this high 
office, and the desire of the Government that he should 
repair to the capital as speedily as possible. Leaving 
then his fleet in the Ems, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Admiral Meppel, and ordering all the gold and 
rich valuables that he had brought with him from his 
long cruise to be sent to Amsterdam, he took his way 
by Groningen, Dokkum, and Leuwaarden to Harlingen, 
where he arrived on the 15th August, and whence he 
prepared to go on board the fleet that lay at the Texel. 
Cornells Tromp had, however, conceived a great offence 
at the appointment of De Ruyter to the supreme com- 
mand, to which he had himself aspired, and, before De 
Ruyter could arrive, he had raised a storm on the mat- 
ter ; so that, being now in command of the fleet until 
the Admiral-General's arrival, he carried it out to sea. 
Accordingly, after taking the oaths of his new appoint- 
ment before the commissioners who met him at the 
Texel, De Ruyter embarked on a frigate, and was met 
on board the flag-ship on the 18th by the Pensionary 
De Witt, who placed in his hands the supreme command 
of the fleet; on which he repaired to the fleet, and 
raised his flag the same day on the mainmast of the 
" Delflandt," 70, which was forthwith saluted by the 
whole fleet, and Tromp struck his flag without another 
murmur. To the surprise of the whole world, the ener- 
gies of the Dutch authorities had so far overcome the 
disaster of the 13th June, that the fleet now collected 
numbered 93 ships of war and frigates, carrying 4337 

vol. m. c c 
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1005. cannon, and manned by 15,052 sailors and 1288 
marines, besides 8800 soldiers, making in all 10,685 
men. This force was divided into four, having 
Evertzen, Tromp, and Do Vries at the head of the 
three squadrons of the line, and Van N6s commanding 
the Admiral-General's own squadron of reserve. 

The Dutch fleet remained at sea all through the 
autumn without any affair of consequence having 
taken place between the opposing fleets, and on the 
Ito t 3rd November De Jiuyter entered the Texel with 
irenorou8 thirty-three men-of-war ; and with a generous spirit, 
defence of seeing the unpopularity of De Witt, who had been on 
De Witt. b oan i tlio fleet during the entire cruise, and against 
whom all sorts of false rumours had been circulated, he 
repaired at once to the Hague, and took up his 
quarters in the Pensionary's house, declaring openly 
that he had received the greatest assistance from his 
advice and counsel, and had never had a word of 
difference with him during their intercourse ; and this 
he was permitted to state in the assembly of the 
States-General, where the Admiral-General wu re- 
ceived with unaccustomed respect, and permitted to 
make his statement seated, and with his hat on his 
head. On the 25th he was received in like manner by 
the States of Holland and EaBt Friesland, and on the 
10th December by the Council of Admiralty at Am- 
sterdam, who voted him tho place of their president. 
1000. On tho 11th April, 1000, De Ruyter hoisted his 
flag on board " Tho Seven Provinces," 80, a vessel 
newly constructed, and now manned with 475 men. 
The fleet quitted the Texel on the 5th June, numbering 
eighty-five men-of-war, besides frigates. There were 
also fire-ships, yachts, and Indiamen ; so that the 
command of tho Admiral-General was over more 
than 100 sail, bearing 4015 guns and 21,909 men. 
The English fleet, to which they were to be opposed, 
was under the joint command of Prince Rupert and the 
Duke of Albemarle, and consisted of eighty-one ships 
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of war, mounting 4460 guns and 21,805 men ; so that 1666. 
there was no great disparity of metal and numbers 
between the belligerants, who came in presence on the 
11th between Dunkirk and the North Foreland. At 
this moment France had entered into a new alliance 
with the Dutch against England, and a fleet under the France 
Duke de Beaufort was sent to sea, ostensibly to unite fl eet ^ 
with the Dutch fleet, while some of the high French join the 
nobility had come as volunteers, and had been received 1# 

as honoured guests on board the Dutch men-of-war ; 
the two sons of the Duke de Grammont on board 
the " Durvenvoorde," and the Marquis de la Ferte* on 
board the " Guelderlandt." Prince Kupert having 
been detached with the English white squadron to 
intercept Beaufort's passage up the Channel, the 
strength of the English fleet was thus considerably 
reduced, so that De Buyter was disposed to attack it. 

At about noon of the 11th June the advanced Severe 
squadron, under Cornelis Van Tromp, commenced the f ^ ur ^ > 
action, which continued without intermission till ten duration 
at night. The fight continued with the same bitter- ^^ u lish 
ness and intrepidity all through the 12th, until about and Dutch, 
three or four o'clock, when De Buy ter's flag-ship lost her 
mainmast, and was so thoroughly disabled in her rigging 
that the Admiral-General ordered his flag to be run up 
by Van N£s on board his own flag-ship. On the other 
hand, Monk's fleet was diminished to thirty-nine sail ; 
but, nevertheless, keeping perfect order, and placing 
their disabled ships in advance, and the more service- 
able nearest the enemy, the English took their course 
towards their own shore, avoiding as much as possible 
all contest, so as to unite with Prince Bupert, as soon 
as he should return from the North. Before sunset of 
the 13th the Prince appeared in sight with twenty- 
five sail, so that the English force now numbered 
sixty- four sail, while that of Holland was about the 
same number ; but the former were believed to be in 
a much .better condition in every respect than the 

c c 2 
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1GG6. Dutch. The combat was renewed the fourth day be- 
tween these resolute enemies at eight in the morning, 
in the open sea between their two shores, and continued 
as long as daylight lasted, when both fleets withdrew 
Severe to their own ports. The Dutch acknowledged the loss of 
ttoRnfflisli three Admirals, Evertzen, Van der Hulst, and Stock rom, 
and Dutch, six Captains, and 800 killed and 1150 wounded. The 
English admitted 600 slain, 1200 wounded, and 2000 
prisoners. In this latter category was Vice- Admiral 
Sir George Ayscough whose ship of 90 guns, the 
" Prince Royal," was caught in the action of the second 
day, on the Galloper Sands, and destroyed. Sir William 
Berkeley and Sir Christopher Mings were amongst the 
killed, and others of less note. It is singular enough 
that no account of this terrible action records alike 
the actual number of ships lost on either side. Brandt 
says the English lost twenty-three ships, of which 
seventeen were burnt or sunk, and four captured. 
Echard says the English had but nine taken and 
captured, and that the Dutch lost fifteen ships; while 
llapin says they only lost six ships. The statements 
and reports current in England, as given in the " Life of 
Sir W. Penn," sufficiently show that the English "had 
had enough of it." But both sides claimed a victory, 
and there were rejoicings for it in England and Hol- 
land, while on both sides the water the most energetical 
endeavours were made to enable their fleets to go again 
to sea ; and as both were repaired in a short time, and 
put to sea more formidable than before, it is reasonable 
to conclude, that there never was any action more 
fairly entitled to be regarded as " a drawn battle" than 
that of the four days. 
The Eng- On the 4th July De Ruyter was off Walcheren 
j 1 ** 1 a ° d with a portion of his fleet, which in a few days was 
Meets put augmented to the number of seventy-five ships of war 
to sea. an( j frigates, and seven fire-ships, with which the States 
proposed to make a descent upon the English coast, 
believing themselves to have got in readiness before 
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their rivals : but De Ruyter considered that it would 1666. 
be an act of great temerity to attempt such a thing, — 
and, therefore, stood away for the mouth of the 
Thames to shut up their enemy. On the 19th the 
English fleet put to sea with eighty-nine men-of- 
war, and twenty fire-ships, " the best fleet for force 
of guns, greatness, and number of ships and men that 
ever England did see." It is, again, difficult to Unreli- 

determine the date of the events we are about to f J ^ 

the dates 

relate. The English say " the fight began on the in all 
25th July ;" the Dutch say that " both fleets an- ™fi££ 
chored face to face on the night of the 3rd August *, actions, 
and that it was daylight on the 4th when the Dutch 
raised their anchors and began the battle : the English, 
in their impatience, cutting their cables to be the 
sooner ready to receive them." It was in the Another 
same place, in the open sea off the North Foreland, tte jj^h 
where the former contest had raged, that this re- Foreland. 
newed fight now took place. Sir Thomas Allen, with 
the white squadron, met the advanced squadron under 
Van Tromp and De Vries, both awaiting a little breeze 
to terminate the dead calm that prevailed before they 
could come to blows ; so that it was one in the 
afternoon before they could " get at" each other. 
The Admiral-General encountered the Prince Rupert 
and the Lord Admiral, and they respectively bore down 
on each other, attended by their several supports, and 
thus the action became general. 

In the early part of the engagement the Admiral- 
General saw with surprise and displeasure that the 
squadron of Van Tromp held aloof from the rest, 
motionless, with their sails brailed up, while Evertzen 
and De Vries, keeping up a running fight, separated 
themselves in like manner from the flag-ship. The con- 
sequence was that the English were enabled to avail 
themselves of the interval, caused by the absence of these 

* It is most probable that the difference on such a matter of 
fact is attributable to the O.S. and N.S. 
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Ne*, and the sterling quality of his own courage, to 1666. 
maintain the fight, continually hoping that the other ~" 
ships of the fleet would return to their flag-ship ; and 
in this way he passed through the day and the night, 
so completely in the midst of the enemy, that the 
voices on either ships could he heard. Every man, 
soldier, and sailor, was doing his best to restore the 
damage done to the ships ; and when day broke every 
eye was strained to look for the missing squadrons, 
but in vain. Under these circumstances, having only 
seven or eight ships with him, he took counsel of Van 
Nes what they should do, who unhesitatingly replied, 
" We have nothing to do but to retreat as fast as we 
can." The high spirit of the gallant veteran chafed 
under this necessity, and he cried, " How miserable is 
my fortune! amidst so many bullets was there not 
one to take me ? I wish I was dead ! " " Yes," replied 
Van Nes, " and so do I ; but death never comes just 
at the moment we wish for it." Thus, surrounded by 
the English ships of war, who strove in vain to add to De Ruyter 
their victory the capture of the Admiral-General, De rctreatg - 
Kuyter, with great skill and bravery, made his way 
through the Spleete, until he safely anchored off 
Doorlo at evening. Van Tromp, with all his squadron, Arrest of 
and with the abandoned flag-ship of De Vries, which he Z*" 
had picked up in his course, reached the rendezvous of 
Wielingen on the 6th August, and was immediately 
ordered into arrest. 

The English had obtained a complete success, and 
were now enabled to ride incontestible masters of 
the sea ; and the greatness of the victory was not 
only this, but also that the most violent animo- 
sities reigned in the Dutch fleet, when Tromp and 
several other captains who had misbehaved lost their 
commissions. On the 7th already Monk appeared in Monk 
sight of the coasts of Holland with eighty ships. %££* thc 
There was not a Dutch ship of war to defend them, coast. 
or to impede the English from insulting the Dutch 
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1000. harbours ; and, sailing down tho shores, a detach* 
~~ mcnt of soldiers was landed on Vlieland, under Cap- 
tain Holmes, which burned 140 merchantmen and two 
men-of-war ; after which they landed on the little isle 
of Tcrschcling, which they also laid waste with fire 
and h word. 

After this expedition the English Fleet returned, and 
anchored on the 20th at 8t. Helen's, that being the 
fittest station for hindering the junction of the Dutch 
and French fleets. The King of France, at the urgent 
solicitation of J)e Witt, hastened the advance of the 
Duke of Beaufort with the French Fleet, which was all 
this while at La Jtochcllc. Instead, however, of the 
fleet, a Commissioner (the Count d'Estrades) arrived 
in Holland, on the part of Louis XIV., bearing his 
royal authority to invest Do Huytcr with tho order 
of St. Michael, and to present to him a portrait of the 
King in enamel, enriched with three rows of diamonds. 

It was not till the 20th Heptemlier that Do Beau- 
fort quitted lielleisle, and, without having been per- 
ceived, safely sailed by the Isle of Wight. In the 
meanwhile J)e Huytcr had carried a few ships out of 
Flushing with his flag-ship, and had anchored to the 
south of .Boulogne, near Estaplcs. In this short 
course he had met several single English ships, with 
which he had exchanged fire ; and on one of these 
occasions a splinter hod been swallowed by the 
Admiral, which every effort to produce sickness 
hail failed to remove, and it produced such an 
inflammation as resulted in a fever, under which he 
was forced to take to his bed; and it was the be- 
ginning of December before he again became con- 
The French valescent. This illness of the Admiral-General obliged 

fl"«u « U ro h ihe Hittt(JH Ui mjttI1 th(jir i{tiisi ' ttnd tho Fnmch Kin K» 
refilled, anxious for his navy (which with so much care and 

industry he hail lately ordered to be constructed), 
despatched orders to De lieaufort to make the best 
of his way to Brest. 
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The States-General, resolved to improve the occa- 1667. 
son, laboured incessantly all through the winter and 
spring to equip a powerful fleet, and on the 7th May 
De Buyter was appointed anew to command in chief 
tike entire naval force of the United Provinces, and 
no leas than ferenteen Admirals, Vice- Admirals, and 
Bear- Admirals were named to serve under his orders. 

On the 6th June the fleet, consisting of no more O* Barter 
than forty-nine ships of war and frigates, set sail from tak ex ^-. 
the Texel under De Bo yter, who had received instruc- tion to 
twos, dated the same day, for the service on which he ™*™" 
was to proceed. The expedition was the very boldest 
act that the Dutch Government had ever contemplated 
to carry into effect to the injury of their most formid- 
able enemy. The Admiral-General was directed to pro- 
ceed off the mouth of the Meuse, and there take in what- 
ever number of soldiers and ammunition he should find 
prepared, and take his course from thence to the mouth 
e£ the Thames, and into the Medway, pushing on such 
Teasels as were of smallest draught to Bochester and 
Chatham. On the 9th and 10th the fleet arrived off 
the Meuse, where it took on board the soldiers and 
ammunition, while Commander Tan der Zaan was sent 
with a squadron of light, fast-sailing yachts to scour 
the sea, in order to take note of any hostile sail thai 
might he cruising about, but to return each day at 
nightfall to the flag. Other ships of war and fire- 
ships were continually coming in, so that on the 13th 
the fleet was augmented to the number of seventy-one 
ships of war and frigates ; and these were now divided 
into three squadrons, under the orders of Admirals Van 
Xes, Tan Gent, and Van Meppel. With this force De 
Buyter stood over to the mouth of the Thames ; but on 
the 15th a violent gale dispersed the ships, many of 
which were driven about by the wind because their 
anchors would not hold, and were in great danger. 
However, they all brought up to anchor on the 18th, 
and, at a council of war held on board the flag-ship, 
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1007. tho arrangement for their further progress wot deter- 

"~ mined upon. Van Gent wan ordered forward to take 

Hounding* and to land the troops, while Do Iluytcr 

with tho rent remained on tho middle ground where 

HheernrM they had brought up. On the 20th Van Gent's 

w . M< | Utt< | rc>n oj, on o(l fire on Hhcoriicss, and under its 

influence diHomharked 1H00 soldiers, and Colonel 

Dolman, who immediately advanced and got posses- 

sion of the fort ; but, finding it in such a condition 

oh to be untenable, they embarked tho guns, burnt 

tho timber-yard, and recalled the soldiers. 

Do Ruytor then pushed on to Quconborough, and 
thorn he went on hoard a small vessel, to carry him up 
Do Ruytor to Chatham. However, when opposite Upnor Custlo ho 
(TTl f° un< l ft <-hnin, defended by six ships of war and bat- 

teries, which opened an ineessnnt fire upon tho Dutch 
squadron. Hero a Cnptain Van Uraekel offered his 
services to remove tho obstacles placed to stop tho 
fleet ; who, pushing forward in a small frigate, called 
11 Peace," followed by a flro-ship, cnlled " Pro Patria," 
broke the chain ", and sot fire to the " Jonathan/* 44, 
and the " Mutt-how," 27, which defended it. Another 
flro-ship, called the " Schiedam," set tho " Charles V./' 
00, in flumes. Tho English troops had now begun to 
assemble, hut woro unable to prevent Vice- Admiral 
Liofde from taking possession of the " Hoyal Charles/' 
The Admiral -General and Van Gent met on board 
the " Hesc-heming," in order to arrange tho further 
proceedings and there thoy passed the night. It 
was resolved to take advantage of tho morning 
tide, and, without minding tho fire of Upnor Castle, 
to push further up the river. Seven fl re-ships were 
ordered on this service, while the great ships opened 
fire on the Castle. I hit Do Ituytor passed by in 
order to accompany the fire-ships, and himself led 
one of them to fire the shipping they found thero. 

1 The Dutch nrn mild to pnwrvo tho chain, which th«y otrritd 
away to KnkhuvNon, In memory of thli gullaiit affair. 
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The " Faithful London," 80, the " Koyai James," 80, 1667. 
and the " Koyal Oak," 80, were all three burned in Degtruc- 
the very sight of the Dukes of York and Albe- tion of the 

marie, who at about three o'clock on the 23rd at English 
. . ships at 

length arrived with some soldiers to defend the Chatham. 

arsenal. 

De Kuyter had already accomplished all he had 
intended, and so on the morning of the 24th the 
Dutch fleet dropped down the Medway, carrying with 
them the " Koyal Charles," and the " Jonathan," and 
in their way they met the Zealand squadron, under 
Admiral Bankert, with five men-of-war, coming up. 
The fleet rendezvoused on the 26th, which being Sun- 
day was kept as a day of thanksgiving to God for their 
preservation in this trying service. De Kuyter, learn- 
ing that an English fleet of twenty ships was assem- 
bling at Harwich, now quitted the Thames with a view 
of attacking it, but contented himself with sending Vice- 
Admirals De Liefde and Evertzen to reconnoitre the 
roads, while with the other two squadrons of his fleet 
he hovered about the North Foreland. He sent 
Van Nes with a squadron, in like manner, to explore 
the Thames, who here met with Sir Edward 
Spragge, with a small force of five frigates and 
seventeen fire-ships hastily collected together, who 
at once gave him battle. The fight was very un- SirEdward 
equal, but there being at first but little or no wind, s P ra pg e 
Sir Edward took advantage of that circumstance — by the Dutch, 
dexterously handling his ships — to burn eleven or 
twelve of the Dutch fire-ships, with the loss of six of 
his own ; but was nevertheless obliged to shelter him- 
self from the enemy's superiority of force by running 
under the cannon of Tilbury Fort. The next day, 
however, he again attacked the Dutch, and had more 
success, since he obliged them to retreat out of the 
river. 

The consternation that reigned at London when the £ on8 .t eriia- 

° tion in 

report reached them of the presence of De Kuyter in London. 
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1007. tho Modway, and of his burning and capturing thfl 
"~ King's ships in the very port of Chatham, may be 
well imagined. Ships worn immediately sunk in such 
places of tho Thames as would prevent any attempt 
upon the capital ; while the naval and military autho- 
rities exerted all their energies to place it in a condition 
of defence. The effect of the news upon the negotiators 
at Breda was electric : the English became more pliant, 
and the several points on which they had been most 
stifF were readily yielded. The Dutch Government, on 
the other hand, sent word to their Admiral-General to 
re-enter the month of the Thames : but circumstances 
no longer juntified the attempt, and so ho sailed down 
the Channel, threatening Portsmouth and Plymouth. 
IVnco con- These events, however, so changed the face of affairs, 
twecn Kiiff- that, on the 31st July, peace was signed between 
land, the England, the States-General, and Franco. It was, 
Oitnoml indeed, high time that the madness of war between 
and France, such commercial people should bo brought to a con- 
clusion. "If it is now questioned what advantage 
England received from a war undertaken upon such 
slight grounds, and with such animosity — it will not 
bo easy to discover a single advantage that was not 
really contained in the treaty of 1002. Yet the war 
cost the country 5,550,0002. uteri ing, besides the 
value of the ships of war either lost in the sea engage* 
merits or at Chatham. While the expense to the 
Dutch was equally exorbitant V 

As the autumn approached the States-General 
resolved to call back their fleets into harbour, to save 
them from the casualties of tho season ; and on the 
15th October Do Uuyter struck his flag at tho Goree, 
and repaired to the Hague, where ho was welcomed 
with many proofs of gratittule and consideration, and 
received the present of a cup of solid gold, on which 
was enamelled the capturo of Sheemess, and the 

1 Kapin. 
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destruction of the ships of war at Chatham, "as a 1607. 

monument to his family and to posterity " of that M ^T 

successful event. Medals recording the transaction struck to 

were also struck hy the several Provinces, that of commemo - 

. rate De 

Amsterdam hearing the legend, " Sic fines nostros Rater's 

leges tutamur et undas." triumph. 

De Ruyter had now an opportunity for some repose, p© Ruyter 
after thirteen or fourteen years of most active service ; men t. 
and for three or four years he now resided in his man- 
sion situated in the island of Waals, on the hank of the 
Y, in Amsterdam. Here he resided, without any state 
or external display, the mark of every stranger who 
visited the capital of Holland, as the greatest hero of 
the time, and came to he regarded hy his country- 
men, not only with the devotion and affection that a 
free people always show to their foremost men, but 
with a pious respect which the Dutch are always ready 
to show to the great men of the earth, as instruments 
in the hand of Providence to bless their Kepublic, to 
preserve them from dangers, to crown their exertions 
with success, and establish peace 4 . The Admiral- 
General was of a very retiring, modest demeanour ; 
and Sir William Temple thus describes him at this 
very juncture: "This very considerable person, who 
was held by foreigners to be the greatest naval hero of 
the time, might be seen walking in the streets of 
Amsterdam, dressed like any ordinary Captain of a 
ship, followed by a single servant, never in a carriage ; 
and within his residence there was nothing magnifi- 
cent nor grand, nor was his table more richly supplied 
than that of any merchant in the place." He was 
exceedingly courteous towards strangers, and gracious 
to his own people; charitable to the poor, and very 
pious in his life ; a regular frequenter of his church, 
and with the habit of reading aloud from the Scrip- 
tures to his wife and niece when at their work ; 

4 Brandt. 
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10G7. and was particularly remarkable for a clear and highly 
musical voice. This is the account given of his otium 
cum dignitata at this time, at the ago of sixty-one. 
1671. In 1(571 Do Kuytcr was called out from his social 
retreat again, to hoist his flag on board " The Seven 
Provinces ;" and on the Sth July he put to sea with 
thirty-six sail, men-of-war, frigates, yachts, and fire- 
ships. The Admiral-General's son, Captain Engel do 
Kuytcr, served at this time under his father, in the 
command of the frigate, "Stadt en Landcn." Nothing 
very particular occurred on this cruise, and ho struck 
his flag at llelvoetsluys on the 20th September 
1072. On the 7th April, 1072, new complications having 
War do- occurred in the diplomacy of Europe, consequent on 
against the wars of ambition of Louis XIV., a declaration 
Hollntul by f war WAH issued by Great Britain against Holland; 

an?Fraiicc. an( * on * no Rftm0 ( ^ ftV a B " n ^ ap declaration of war 
on the part of France was announced in the several 

countries ; and on 29th April a squadron of seven 
ships of war, two frigates, and three fire-ships went 
to sea under Do Kuyter's command, while a 
general rendezvous of the fleet was ordered, first 
at the Vlic, and afterwards at the Texel. Here De 
Kuytcr assembled his force, and was joined by the 
two l)u Witts, as Deputies and Plenipotentiaries of the 
States, who in that quality were received on board his 
flagship. His force consisted of thirty-five ships of war, 
twelve fire-ships, and two yachts, comprising sixty- 
seven sail, under Lieutenant- Admirals Van Nes and 
Van Gent, to which was joined, on the 12th May, the 
Zealand squadron of six ships of war, two frigates, 
and four fire-ships, under Lieutenant- Admiral Bankert. 
Tho fleet thus constituted repaired to the Downs, 
where De Kuytcr learned that tho united fleets of 
England and France, amounting to nearly 150 sail, 
were already assembled near the Isle of Wight ; on 
which a council of war was called on the 17th May, 
and it was determined that the Dutch fleet should 
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cruise between the Wielings and the Mease for the 1672. 
protection of their own shores. 

As soon as the allied Admirals heard that the Battle of 
Dutch fleet was at sea, they came through the *' 

Straits to meet them, and anchored at Solebay, about 
two miles to the south of South wold, on the river 
Blythe, where there is a good anchorage, sheltered by 
a. promontory called Easton Ness. The Duke of York 
commanded the English fleet, as Lord High Admiral, 
and Marechal d'Estrees, Vice-Admiral of France. 
De Ruyter no sooner received information that his 
enemy was anchored in Solebay, than he put his fleet 
before the wind, and came upon the combined fleets so 
suddenly that he had liked to have surprised them ; but 
being disappointed in this, he prepared for battle. Both 
fleets were divided into three squadrons. The Duke 
of York commanded the red ; the Comte d'Estrees, 
the white ; and the Earl of Sandwich, the blue ; and 
were opposed respectively to De Ruyter, Bankert, 
and Van Gent. The three opposing squadrons ad* 
ranced to the fight, the flag-ship of each leading a 
short space in front, accompanied by a fire-ship on 
either hand *. The battle commenced at seven or eight 
in the morning of the 28th May (7th June). It 
is not easy to relate, nor can it well be imagined, the 
dreadful carnage that followed the first discharge. At 
nine o'clock the mainmast of the Duke of York's flag- 
ship, the " Prince," was carried away, and His Royal 
Highness was obliged to shift his flag to the 
"London." Van Nes endeavoured to set the " Royal 
Catherine," 80, on fire, but the fire-ship was turned 
against the Dutch Admiral, and nearly fired his flag- 
ship. He then succeeded in boarding the English 
ship, but Captain Chicheley drove him out again. 

* It is related that De Ruyter, addressing his pilot, said, whilst 
pointing to the Lord High Admiral's flag at the main, " Pilot 
Lexer, that's our man;" to which the burly seaman replied, 
doffing his cap, " Sir, yon shall have your meeting." 



HIM uk iiirrrKg, 

1072. (toptnin Vnii llrai'lm!, In ilm "Urwt Itolliitiil," 72, 

,, riiffip itiio iiH.inn iif/iMtint Hnndwirh, At if I n fwrlMfl 

llfAVMry 

ntiil iIkhIIi I'mnhut mifliK'il, UnmM, in liki< mnntmr, %til \nmnt*nnUitt 
nf MhihI- j* (ll . u fnoini.f,!, i,|' Mm •• Ifoynl JiUimV 1 00, t;fit Wftft 
shortly «lri v«»ti out n^iiin. Vim U«»nt Mmn fiinm Up, 
hut Mm |')ml killed him. nud hi<iit oil' hi* nIii|»< Vlwv 
A dmitnl Mw'M'tn tlnn m'tunf/ Mm Kni/linti VMftml f^iffi iff 
pMwcfl with ftlioi, toj/<<t)mr wil.li otlmr Nhi|iM« fiit-tiiM down 
upon Hnndwifh, who *n.ul( fJir«*n fin* fthip* whhdi mm- 
ili'iivoiinwl l.d i/fji|f|i|n wild liitn ; lint, lit mnt/Mi AnoMmr 
flr«» ship, willi Imttur nihthm, hiid hold nf Mm " Hoy a I 
('hnihn," ntul hunmd if, to Mm witt^r'n wl*/** j wlii f ti, Mm* 
powder IiMVinjr Im'mii drowimd hy Mm h<uHii|^H oj' Mm vph 
ai*I ( 1 1- went. Mown wiMi nil on hoiu'd without ntpliHllritf. 
" Tim hUtorimiM of Mm two tuition* w\un\\y protend 
Mint Mmir fh-nt diiMcd I hut of Mmir cimm^, hut hoih 
Api'iik of id wry fnintly. Kor it in not Mfitiraly Mm* 
*num with riif/iif/fnmril.H ni ami* aa with Mimam at Und* 
wlmn rommouly h«» Mint remain* niAAtnr of Mm OVId of 
huttln justly n.Hfuinmfi Mm honour of Mm victory ; 
wlmmiA in imvnl <<ntffu/*MimnU n foj/ t n wilm, a wlfif| ( 
iiitlwr rontrnry or tMiupt'AtuouA, niiijr ohlij/n Mm vifl« 
im<iW'lfi|/« toiionn llmd, to n'tin' Mm flt-ftt. MowMvnr this Im, \nm» 

* ft I !l • ' " ^ nft WM,n '"l ,MI ".y fifwln nt London find At Mim IIm^ma 
Hngiiii. (or Mio BtM-rcpfl of thin hnitln, hut with littln rcftftoti on 
riMmi-Aid". Tim lintuli r^tinwl from tlmeonflirt aoiiMi, 
Mm Kn^/lifch north, mid nif/ht aIoiio put nu mill to 
Mim fimrd'ToiiH llf/ht. Im ltiiyt«r hiffin^U' (IwImwI 
thud ' with ii.ll hi* mpMtmimn of ninny iiavaI hattlwi 
Im hnd w«vi a r wittiMMwl nun morn ternl'le or ntt long-' 
Tim Kui/IiaIi hnd two ahip* hunmd, thrM« miiiiIi, ftfid 
mm tuu«u. Tim I'V^m-h hnd mm Imrtmd fifi<l out* 
tuliKti. Tim hutch Ionn Im hidiMVi<d to havM hi*Mn rifinrlj 
nh (/t-t<n.t H4 Mmt of thfir oppotmnU, hut I t\n not lind It 
nny wluwo r\mu\y pitntMil f find on Mm UMi iluim Mm* 
llnllfifidi't'ii AiifliiirMfl tiMiir Wiilnlmfi*!!, And Mm Kfi^llwlf 
And I'Vtmh had nlnndy i|iiitti<d lh« n«'rt, Atid rMjmlrrd 
to tlmii own porln, 
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There can be no doubt but that De Ruyter evinced 1672. 
his accustomed boldness in attacking by surprise the 
combined fleets on their own ground under such dispro- 
portionate resources, and that the battle was fought out 
with the bravery and nautical skill that invariably 
marked every naval battle of the Hollanders. Yet the 
French Admiral was in a very small degree a spectator 
of the battle. Immediately Bankert moved against the 
French squadron they put their helms south, and 
sailed away altogether, keeping up a distant fight as 
they went, secret orders having been given to Comte 
d'Estrees ' to leave the English and Dutch fleets to 
destroy one another.' " 

Nothing less than a complete victory could have 
satisfied the object of the Pensionary De Witt to save 
his country from the calamities that from every 
quarter threatened to overwhelm her. Astonishment 
seized the Dutch nation at beholding such a combina- 
tion of powerful princes and adverse circumstances 
that had gathered at this juncture around the Re- 
public. In their despair they opened the sluices, and The Dutch 

scrupled not in their extremity to restore to the sea °? ® u 
r . J sluices. 

those fertile provinces which great art and expense had 
won from the ocean. Convinced of the impotency of 
Holland to oppose the French legions by land, the 
hopes of the nation were more than ever turned to 
their naval army and its gallant commander. Orders 
were issued to supply the fleet with all the powder 
and ball that could be put on board it, and De Ruyter 
was ordered on the 25th June to detach from his 
anchorage off West Kapelle every yacht, gunboat, or 
craft drawing little water, to occupy the Zuyder Zee 
and defend the inundations, and Captain Klaas-Dekker 
was sent on this service, with about a dozen craft of 
this character. At the same time the Admiral-General 
was advised that the States had information from 
London of the intention of the Confederate Powers to 
make descents upon the shores of Zealand, and the 
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1072. fleet was therefore directed to have their anchors, down 
— behind the sand-banks extending near Doorlo, between 
Wi el in gen and Flushing, ranged in squadrons and 
divisions, so as best to meet the enemy by land and 
by water, and to organize the fire-ships in such places 
as could best defend every possible landing-place. 

On the 25th June De Jtuytcr received on board the 
" Seven Provinces " the afflicting intelligence of the foul 
attempt at assassination that had been made upon his 
grent personal friend the Pensionary De Witt, and his 
brother Kuart Cornelius De Witt, the latter of whom 
had only recently quitted his flag-ship on account of ill 
health. The two brothers had both been the State 
Deputies on board his fleet, and had, by their wisdom 
and counsels, greatly assisted the Admiral -General. 
\hi Hiiy- Within a f«?w days the graver report reached him that 

tiin"aten<</ ^" 8 own n01,lw a ^ Amsterdam had been surrounded by 

the enraged people, and that his wife and children had 

been for some time exposed to imminent danger. 

Kvery day the news that came in added to the horror 

and anxiety of a man placed so high among the people 

yet detained, in a constrained absence, from his home by 

the intensity of his public duties at a fearful national 

Th« IVn- crisis. The brothers De Witt were judicially con- 

wTtTanY 5 demned to be banished the Commonwealth, but when, 

hi* brother on the 12th August, John carne to Kuart's prison to 

lfiunlered accompany him to his exile, the populace rose and 

populace, pulled the two brothers from the jail, and literally tore 

them to pieces. Nor did the death of these most 

virtuous men and magistrates satiate the brutal rage 

of the multitude. They exercised on the dead bodies 

indignities too shocking to be recited ; nor would they 

suffer the friends of the deceased to bestow on them 

the common respect of a funeral ; they were committed 

to the grave silently and unattended. Well might De 

Jiuytcr write that "lie could not learn without a 

shudder of the inhuman massacre of these two State 

Ministers; that nothing could be more odious or of 
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more pernicious example than a horrible murder from 1672. 
the cruelty and furor of the populace; and that he — 
prayed God to protect the State, by His merciful 
Providence, from such excesses and seditions in all 
times to come." 

The first consequence of the banishment of the Election of 
Pensionary was the unanimous election of the Prince f Orawre 6 
of Orange to be Stadtholder, Governor-General, and as Stadt- 
Admiral, and, on the 11th July, this fact was comma- noWer ' 
nicated to the Admiral-General for the information of 
the fleet, who received it with the greatest joy, and 
De Kuyter addressed the Prince the same day, 
expressing a hope "that, under his wise counsels, 
the prosperity of the State might be revived, and that 
he awaited, with all respect, the honour of His 
Highness's commands ;" to which he received a gra- 
cious reply on the 18th. He forthwith reported to 
the Stadtholder the condition of the force under his 
command : that it did not consist of more than forty - 
seven ships of war, twelve frigates, and about twenty 
fire-ships ; that they were all very much under-manned, 
the whole equipage of the fleet not exceeding at the 
moment 5749 men ; that he thought it good for the 
discipline and efficiency of the service to change 
anchorage from time to time, and that accordingly 
he had, on the 20th, moved to new anchorage off 
the Goree, sending scouts to observe the entire coast 
from the Texel to the Ems. The weather, however, 
continued so violent and stormy into the month of 
September that the fleet was very much damaged, and 
accordingly on the- 17th De Ruyter wrote to recom- 
mend to the States that the state of the weather 
rendered it as unlikely for the enemy to make an 
attempt to land on their coast as it was on their part 
exceedingly difficult to perform their duties of preven- 
tion, and he therefore counselled their withdrawal into 
port. 

Accordingly, on the 22nd, the Admiral- General 
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which he had attributed the adverse fortune that had 1673. 
visited him, the Stadtholder proposed to restore him to ~~ 
the active functions of a Lieutenant-Admiral in the 
room of Van Gent, who had fallen at Solebay, but His 
Highness gave his friend to understand that he would 
only call him into service on the understanding of his 
complete reconciliation with De Ruyter. Accordingly 
the two Admirals, both of them being men of a mild 
and generous nature, met in the presence of the Prince, 
and while De Ruyter recommended a forgetfulness of 
all that had passed, Van Tromp promised to obey im- 
plicitly the orders of the Admiral-General. 

On the 9th May the Admiral-General raised his flag 
at the Goree, and, being shortly joined by the rest of 
the fleet from the Texel, went to sea with eighty sail 
under Lieutenant- Admiral Van Nes and Vice- Admirals 
De Liefde and De Haan. After having made a demon- 
stration of this force in the mouth of the Thames, 
where he saw a British fleet prepared to oppose any 
hostile entry, the Admiral-General returned for further 
reinforcements to the shores of Walcheren, where he 
was joined, on the 28th May, by the squadron of 
Lieutenant-Admiral Van Tromp and Vice- Admiral 
Schram. On the 1st June the Admiral-General again 
took his fleet to sea for naval exercise, and the same 
day Van Tromp gave a grand entertainment on board 
his ship to De Ruyter and the chief officers of the 
fleet, when a perfect harmony and deferential friendship 
was displayed ; but while they were yet at table news The com- 

came in that the combined English and French fleets bined fleets 

urocfifid to 
had been sighted with 120 or 130 sail. A communi- Holland. 

cation was forthwith made to the Council of War on 

shore to learn its pleasure whether the fleet of Holland 

should await an attack from the enemy at Shoone 

Valdt, or advance to the rencounter, to which it was 

replied, " Receive the enemy's attack." 

On the 7th June (28th May), the anniversary of 

the battle of Solebay, the fleet being all anchored in 
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I07JI. ponition hphind tho FlptitiMli mIiohIs, tin* Ail 

Ui'tinrnl invitnd nil who nhnnn to rpppifp tho (-n 

Un-otnnrnl nion on lion.nl hin flAg-nhip, ntnl iliPii nom in ntidp< 

Kwih! ^ i,M ' ,l,,,,|,nr " '' ,,,,,l,,l ,M ' ^li ' ,|,|, " l,(1 ftU " ftil " pf ' °« 
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Kdwnrd Npnigifp, lmn» down upon thp ml vat 
thp Ihitph, whonp IIppI, ponnintpd of no tnorn 
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well, Although it dopn not nppPAr tliAt thpy lont 
two oflloem of rntik in tho flght, wIiiIp Hip Knglin 
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three captains of men-of-war. No vessels are named 1673. 
as captured or burned on either side. But it would be — 
ungenerous to refuse the Hollanders the glory of a The corn- 
substantial victory. The combined fleets attacked De fojjj,,,. £ 
Ruyter at his anchorage with a view to force him from their 
the ground, that the English and French forces might ^J^ 1 *" 
make a descent on the shores of Zealand or Holland, their own 
which, under present circumstances, would have en- rilorei ' 
dangered the total overthrow of the Dutch Common- 
: wealth. This project the Admiral- General completely 
f and successfully averted, with a fleet much inferior to 
the combined squadrons. The Dutch fleet anchored 
on their own ground the very night of the battle, 
when the English and French sailed away to their 
own shores quite discomfited, if not worsted. 

De Ruyter did not lose a moment in re-organizing 
his fleet, and the very day after the battle made a 
requisition for powder, ball, and other necessaries, and 
in replacing the officers killed or put hors de combat by 
the action ; and he personally superintended the 
refitting by their captains of every thing connected 
with their ships' equipage, and rendered their anchor- 
age more complete. He so constantly evinced good 
sense in the minute details of his command, that at 
this time he was naturally called upon by the Govern- 
ment to determine a question of some intricacy. 

Among the offers of volunteers, which arrived from De Ruyter 
every quarter, was one from 200 French prisoners, prin- reftl f e » th « 
cipally Protestants, who offered to transfer their allegi- French 
ance to the States, and the Admiralty suggested that by volunteei*. 
distributing them in detachments on board the diffe- 
rent ships of war, it would enable them to man more 
vessels by the sailors thus superseded or displaced: 
but the Admiral-General replied that " it would be 
impossible to prevent the suspicion attaching to such 
recruits that they corresponded with the enemy ; and, 
moreover, they might become a school of very great 
value to a foreign power, if after their apprenticeship 
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I <$7U. they should return to th<* French naval service : and he, 
moreover, recalled to the Government their constant 
indisposition to admit foreigners into their service, in 
consequence of tli'.* disquietudes they often introduced 
into their political relations." 

Within the wwk after tlie hattle lie Uuyter 
reported his fleet lit for service, hut, as on the previous 
occasion, he was prevented by the deputies on hoard 
hi s ship In mi proceeding to hea to attack the enemy, 
and was required to receive their assault when 
aiichon-d, Tor tlie protection of their own shores; he 
now formally requeued permission from the Council of 
War, whom lie hiimtnoned on hoard his flag-ship, to go 
out to H'u and take tlie attack ; which it was agreed he 
should he at Jiherty to do on tlie 14th June, if no 
reason of State should require a contrary policy. On 
the day h'xed, prayers having hcen publicly offered up 
on i\i'\y whip of the fleet, it put to sea in search of tlie 
combined squadron. 

Unmet mentions a eireumstaiice that somewhat re* 
eoneileH the Dutch account of this encounter with the 
English. A scheme had heeu suggcutcd to the allies to 
attempt a landing of troops on the liutch coaat near 
the J la^ue. The attempt was kept so secret that 
tlie allied forces appeared unexpectedly at Schcvcliiig, 
where no preparations existed to prevent the design, 
hut they were obliged to anchor until the next Hood tide 
should earry them to tin; shore; when, to their amaze- 
ment, after the ehh set in, lie Uuyter came up with 
it, and discomfited the enterprise, which might have 
hcen of fatal consequence to the Dutch. Sir Edward 
Spragge, with the hlue squadron, being nearest to the 
enemy, and Van Tromp, commanding his advance, 
they at once fell on one another, and, it is said, fought 
together for seven hours. The English Admiral 
obliged the Dutch Lieutenant- Admiral to shift his Hag 
twice, and would have inevitably captured him, hut 
that Vice- Admiral Sweers arrived to his assistance 
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De Ruyter again engaged Prince Rupert; and 1678. 
D'Estr&s and Bankert, forming the rear of either fleet, 
were antagonists. The result of the battle, which 
lasted till nightfall, was that Prince Rupert withdrew 
into the Thames, and De Ruyter to his old anchorage 
at Schooneweldt, off the shores of Zealand. 

Undismayed by the progress of the French arms, Great 
and by the assistance of land forces contributed to the ^ Hrfder. 
land contest by England, the gallant Republic again 
took the sea in search of the confederate fleets, and 
came up with them between Petteu and Kamperduin 
(Camperdown), not far from the Helder, on the morn- 
ing of the 21st August (August 11). By a skilful 
manoeuvre De Ruyter gained the wind upon his adver- 
sary during the night, but finding his enemy already in 
line he signalled to his fleet to form. The arrangement 
of the opposing fleets was much as in the last battle. 
Both were composed of three squadrons, Prince Rupert 
carrying the red flag with Vice-Admiral Herman, and 
Rear-Admiral Chicheley was in the centre, opposed to 
the Admiral-General. Sir Edward Spragge, under 
the blue flag, assisted by Rear- Admiral the Earl 
of Ossory, confronted Van Tromp ; and the Count 
d'Estrees, with the white squadron, consisting wholly 
of French, was antagonistic to Bankert. The Dutch 
fleet consisted of 75 ships of war and frigates, 25 fire- 
ships, and 18 yachts, comprising altogether 118 sail, 
with 4312 cannon and nearly 20,000 men. The 
Confederates were thought to have 150 sail, of which 
104 were men-of-war and frigates. The battle com- 
menced along the entire line at half-past nine 
o'clock. 

The historian of De Ruyter says, " The whole sea 
was in a blaze ; the flakes of fire piercing the clouds of 
smoke like lightning in a tempest, while a storm of 
ball, bar-shot, grape, and every kind of projectile 
pattered and ploughed the ocean like a hurricane. 
The result of this third naval engagement was 
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1078. very much like tho others. Both side* fought as if 

,s Tx there were no mean between death and victory. 

in 1m)U» Admiral Sir Edward Spragge and Captains Sir "Wil- 

flwt«. ii am I(( M ; vt»H, Lo Neve, 1 1 ay man, and Merry weather on 

the side of tho Kuglish, counterbalanced the loss of 

Admir.'ilH Do Liofdo and Kwoers, and Captains Van 

(Jclder, son-in-law to De Huytor, Swocrius, Vitchcr, 

and Kicla on the Hide of tho Dutch. No great ship 

on either Hide, but on both aide* many lesser ones 

wens either burned or mink. The French did not lose 

either ships or crewH; and it was said that had they 

answered Prince Rupert's signal to Inrnr down they 

would have gained a decisive victory. Do that as it 

may, it may be hazarded that the French in all their 

naval actioiiK with the Dutch, having always adopted 

the same mameuvre, probably discovered the quality 

of their ships to be so superior to the Dutch in 

the power of sail, that they had only to take the 

course of the wind and the Hollanders could never 

bring them to close action. 

InuWiHivc Nevertheless,' the same results followed at the 

mnilts of lftHt f t]u% f)rHt The victory was doubtful, 

til CM) tlliVIll 

ImttleH. and claimed on both Hides. " The British made easy 
sail towards the Knglish coast," and " tho Dutch an- 
chored off the Tex el nt nine (/clock on tho morning of 
the 22nd." On the 24th September of this year De 
Uuyter struck bis flag at Hclvoctsluys, and on the 
1(>74. 11)th February, 1(574, peace was concluded at West- 

IViifw rnii- ln i tlH tc»r between the King of Great Britain and the 

cliidrd at n 

W«'Rt,- States-General. 

minuter, j y l} |{, U yf, <T ( |i ( j no t become indifTerent to his country's 

Feb. ]{). . 

glory by the conclusion of peace, for ho began at once 

working hard to restore the efficiency of the Dutch 

Fleet, which by a new aet of the Htadtholder had been 

committed to his charge, and which at this juncture 

numbered ninety men-of-war. lie therefore presented 

a memoir to His Highness suggesting the employment 

of the force by an* expedition against the French 
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Antilles. He showed the facility, if secretly and 1674. 
promptly prepared, of obtaining possession either °f tu jj]!!*-- 
Guadaloupe or Grenada, and of the commerce that gay* to 
would be acquired by their capture. The States the West 
acceded to this in March, and on the 24th May 
the fleet in all its bravery quitted Wielingen and 
took their course down the Channel. The Admiral- 
General had obtained some information as he touched 
the English ports on his passage which induced him to 
send back for more guns and powder and siege mate- 
rial, and he left Tromp in the Channel to bring on 
these things, when, passing the isles of Madeira and 
Teneriffe, they reached Martinique on the 8th July. 

Haying some suspicions that the French authorities Th« sutho- 
in the West Indies were well prepared for defence, De Martinique 
Buyter captured a small vessel, and learned that they are warned 
had been warned from Europe of the intention of the • a^^ 
Dutch to attack the island, and that within very few of the 
days a dispatch had brought the exact number of ships I>a td L 
composing the expedition. They also learned that con- 
siderable shipment of colonial produce had been made 
from the island with a view to save it from the appre- 
hended attack. It may be remarked, although it is a 
fact well known, that the French are better served 
than most nations in their secret intelligence. The 
nniTersality of their spoken language gives them 
great advantages in this respect; but there is some- 
thing in the peculiar genius of the French people that 
makes it " the tongue of friends " all over the world. 

In some doubt as to where to make a descent, they Failure of 
learned a local saying, that " Quiconque est maitre de ^nZTfo 
Cul de Sac a tout le pays en sa puissance ;" accord- Sac. 
ingly they reconnoitred the fort of that name, close 
to Port Royal, and on the 20th they disembarked 
1000 men under Colonel Nitenhove. They found the 
fort situated in a low vale upon the shore, and defended 
by a solid rampart, in good order, with strong palisades, 
itrengthened by a perfect network of cane plants, on 
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JC71, whi< h w<-r<; IwHity ^uiiii i<iouut*4, jw4 * g&rrimm rf 
four or five ^oinj/fcnj^, nu4 tiW« w*?r« m**r**tv*r mm* 
v<'fc«<U, <ltawih(/ Jju.Ii* wat^r, nmt*A wi%U annum to 
lliiiik the 'i<f'« >,':< »:. Aft*-r t<«tekifi^ k*i¥*r*l *ttew|4# to 
r.uny it \»y a**a*jlt, t.l#*r <a»:ualtie* w<rf«j fauud (to J* 
already J 4tf killed, and Jj7h wouiykrfj, *fo//fjg«t wkfeh 
Were the OJoheJ, with rio l^n than tfy« wmifl*, naA 
most of Hi*: ofliwr* mitm or U*x. '¥\m *:%\hAiIUju wm 
l\,ttt'ii,r^ withdiawn to U»e k\n\/tt, and ft iummW «f WAT 
lie |l»j>Ur Whfc | M; |/J to <j4-tw##i*#jft further OJ^rTfttfiWft, J.(t WW 

i 1 ^^'* . resolved to ktifjiriMi th« i*l* of JJrtuitifaft; whithuer titt 
*»ri ffciuih* iU -*t arrived on th*s T4r*i , hut after having fu*4* ft 
b« H',IImi.iJ. r r rh nntmi*tfruti t \\ii-y were rohvini^d that ItotJjJfigf £Ottl4 

he fc<j/ >:*-fcsl«jlly ait<Tiij|#iir/J v feitj'tt all w<-f<s fully ir*forw*4 

of t|i«: <'iiU-q#rie<- ; th<-r'efor<? J>e UuyUrr d*tti4fl4 U/ ttWTJT 

l/a/ls the JtWt to ivjfoi^r, and it war* «4cor4iutfIjr 

ati' iiOM-'l at the Oorfi: On tli« Jfct O'ftolV'r, 
JhriUl.i'/r* In tit*- \n-yn hi i ih'^i of i Jwftli i |j<$r tl»ft Karl* of A riiflgtoft 

iViTite* ft "'* lifclB '"y ft,Y,v ^ fct-Anut^rdatw, to urns* JJ<* ttuytar 
llu;L*r. to )/afcfc three or four week* at the Court of II i* Mftj**fcjr 
iu Kni/land. I, ut not hein^ a <rourtier, and, ra/jreowrr, no 
Jonj/«-r a young man, he *x':um:4 himMrlf, ftii4 daft|ittt4 
the honour, preferring to re*t ft little from- Um* ffttigw** 
of active ter viee in the ho«oru of hi* family, tuA kfWW» 
inf/how i^^#fi hi* country might will u\ntu him *%*in U) 
ruiti', liic Wity. Aptf. ami a ^-iKrral 'Wauj<«^ftciit of hi* 

i^klt.li bfi'l litis |;OWi:fte Ki-f/UU U; Ull Up*ltl U'itU, HuA lU'iM 

¥fihUi \ t f. y/hh a tu,htii<\i*.iii.\,Ui mtiYnrar from ^out, j^rnvd, 

uii'l //Um r i-.viU, to Hi at I ms wu* fariuui Ut kutr|j uw 1*4, 

J 07 rt. However, the 'liTffifih'l u|/oij hi* fe'Trvia* «jof#tiuti«4 

^* iM . J** 1 ** iiiorft uiL'ent i-yi-ry <iuy . Tim Kiutf of 8mmu WfW 

tu fy.nl** * irt y hhhii oifttiii -l/i:il \>y tt revolt that hnmtt nu% ifi 

htiixml. \ iit , kiiiit'itnii of Hi'rily, au<i iM'{/otJaU-4 with Ihu HUU** 

Oehefal for fco//j*r naval aid whi<rh trii^lil r^iUHt<rrfi«j4(l4W 

the ejtfhfci ve li^tft //I i' J |'afi<:<r iU the M <rfliU«mif|«»ft J HflA 

Mitt Mbjetsty eb|/e/:Uilly fctij/iilaUr^i for Ui4 C//f»UfJlf«4 

hHh^ privi-o to l>e ituyter, wliotu Ij« rcj/ftr<k'4 w* tto 
|/r<-Kt /:a|/taiu of the world oh l\ut wti, It <U*s* Wrt 
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appear that the Admiral-General at all desired this ser-' 1675. 
rice, considering that the Spaniards were quite power- 
ful enough to help themselves, and not thinking that 
Holland was at all called upon to go to the expense 
of a considerable fleet for a matter so exclusively their 
own. When twitted by some of his countrymen on 
getting timid in his old age, he answered, " No, I do 
not lose courage, and am ready as ever to expose my 
life for the defence of my country ; but I regret to 
see our Government expose needlessly the honour of 
our flag." 

On the last days of July , therefore, he raised his flag De Ruyter 
on the " Concord," and went to sea with the fleet on Sjjjg 
the 16th August, and reported himself to Don Andr6 
d' A vola, Admiral of the Spanish Crown at Cadiz, on 
the 26th September. Some repairs to the ships of his 
fleet requiring a delay, he was, during his stay, 
sumptuously entertained at Port St. Mary's by the 
Duke di Medina Cceli, Prime Minister to the Queen- 
Regent, who informed him of Her* Majesty's desire 
that he should take a squadron under Don John of 
Austria under his command ; but on his arrival at 
Algiers, where he expected His Imperial Highness, he 
found a change of plans, and he accordingly carried 
the Dutch fleet to Barcelona on the 14th November ; 
where a letter from the young King Charles II. him- 
self awaited him, announcing that he had assumed 
the Government, and requiring him to await at Bar- 
celona the arrival of Don John, his natural brother. 
After resting here a fortnight, during which he suf- 
fered a severe attack of gout, he received a letter 
from the young Prince himself, declaring he had 
apprised the King that the state of his health 
prevented his repairing aboard the Dutch fleet. 
Accordingly De Kuy ter sailed from the shores of De Ruyter 
Spain to the island of Sardinia, and thence to ?J ils to 
Melazzo in Sicily, where he arrived on the 20th 
December, but found but one Spanish man-of-war 



410 



DE KUYTZB, 



1075. 



1070. 
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and fourteen galleys composing the entire fleet of 
Spain ! Jf e forthwith put himself in eoi.imunieatkm 
with the Viceroy of Sicily ; but a pit deal of time 
wan thrown away in corresponding, until De Uuyter, 
desiring to provide for the security of hit ships, sent 
a peremptory order to Vice- Admiral De Haan to join 
him without tolerating any interruption, and on the 
2nd January, 1070, the Admiral- General assembled 
the entire Dutch fleet under hi* order* in the bay, 

Tired of inaction, the Admiral -General, haviugcol' 
leeted hi* fleet, desired to go in quest of the French 
fleet, and went to sea, apprising the Viceroy of bif 
intention to cruize an far an the Faro. A* they navi* 
gated they could nee on the ah ore, near the fort of Ibtso, 
the troopH of the Spaniard* and French in furious com* 
hat ; nevertheless, the Dutch fleet pu railed it* court* 
to UaHocalmo. Jtcports, contradictory in themselves, 
and of vt:ry uncertain truth, met hirn as he sailed 
along, that a fleet of thirty or forty sail had been 
Keen, and amongst them fourteen vary large ship* ; but 
it was not until the 7th January that De Jtuyter 
came up with them, and made them out to be the 
fleet of France, under Le Si cur Du (Juesne. He 
immediately put hirriH'-lf in order of battle, although 
the French numbered twenty-four ships of war against 
his eighteen, which w*:rn alho much larger than bis 
own. The action that now ensue/1 took place on the 8tb 
January, amid the Li pari islands, between Htrotnbcli 
and Sal i no. The Marquis d'Jfumiercs and Admiral 
De Oaharct assisted Du Queime, and J tear- Admiral 
Vershon and Vice- Admiral lie Haan supported l)a 
Jtuytcr. It waH remarked hy those who witnessed 
the engagement that lioth Hides came into order in the 
most perfect m ;i n tier possible, and oj>cncd fire simulta- 
neously at ten at morn of the St Ik lie Kuyter deseribei 
the combat that ensued ax the roughest he had ever 
witncsHcd. The fire continued incessantly for three 
hours, when Du Cjuesnc ordered De Tourville to direct 
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a fire-ship to bear down on the Admiral-General ; but 1676. 
this was speedily dismasted by De Ruyter's cannon, 
and a second and a third had no better fortune. 

The French Admiral, therefore, seeing that he could 
do nothing against the flag-ship, thought to cut off 
the Admiral-General from Vice- Admiral De Haan, and 
ordered De Tourville, with Gabaret, to conduct four 
ships in the space between them ; but in the combat 
that ensued one of these four ships was sunk ; and the 
fight ended on both sides at nightfall. Vice- Admiral 
Yershon was killed on the side of the Dutch, but, 
singular to relate, no other officer whatever received the 
slightest wound. In the flag-ship were seven of the 
crew killed and thirty wounded; but no list of the 
casualties of the fleet in this action has been pre- 
served. The " Ast" Dutch line-of-battle ship received 
so bad a wound between wind and water that the 
Spanish galleys were ordered to tow her into Palermo, 
but she sunk before she could reach that port. On 
the day following the action the Spanish Admiral, the 
Prince de Montesarchio, who had just come in from 
Palermo, wrote in the true Spanish-Don spirit to in- 
quire " what advice De Ruyter would give him for the 
squadron under his command ; his own opinion being 
to follow the French before they could enter Messina, 
and oblige them to continue at sea." The Admiral- 
General immediately wrote on the back of the letter, 
that "he quite approves of what D'Avola suggests, 
which cannot fail to be suitable to the service of His 
Catholic Majesty." 

On the 11th a squadron of twelve large ships, be- 
sides frigates, joined the French fleet ; and De Ruyter, 
considering the danger of such a reinforcement of the 
enemy, took the opinion of a Council of War, held on 
the 12th, which, seeing that the French fleet numbered 
forty ships of war and the Dutch only twelve, with five 
frigates, decided on retiring to the harbour of Melazzo 
in concert with the Spanish squadron ; where, accord- 
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ingly, both fleets anchored on the 18th January. It 
appears that after the battle of the 8th the French 
fleet, most unaccountably, made the entire circuit of 
the island of Sicily, and on the 21st anchored at 
Messina. As De Ruyter had received no instructions 
from home as to the direction of this service, he 
apprised the Spanish Viceroy and Admiral of his 
intention to return to Holland; against which they 
so loudly protested that De Ruyter determined 
to stop at Naples, where he anchored on the 11th 
February. Here he received his letters, and, in con- 
sequence of the communication made by the Stadt- 
holder, and the representations of the Spanish Viceroy 
that he should be joined by a Spanish fleet, the 
Admiral-General returned on the 19th to Palermo, 
where he gave orders that all his ships should receive 
orders to join his flag. 

On 23rd February De Kuyter, with a fleet of fourteen 
sail, anchored in the Bay of Palermo. His flag-ship, 
however, made so much water on the voyage that he 
was obliged to careen her behind the Mole to examine 
her bottom, and this occupied all the time till the 14th 
March, when he removed into the bay, where he was 
joined by Vice- Admiral Don Francisco de la Cerda with 
ten sail, and both fleets took their course to Melazzo. 
De Ruyter kept his 70th birthday on the 24th ; on 
which day he received a summons from the Marquis 
de Vagona to repair to the Faro, where an army was 
assembling near Ibiso, to make a concentrated attack 
on Messina. The Admiral-General dropped anchor off 
the Calabrian shore on the 27th ; but, on reconnoitring 
the port, he saw clearly that the current down the 
Faro would severely incommode any attempt he could 
make upon Messina by water. Nevertheless the 
Viceroy urged the attempt, and De Ruyter would 
have done so, but that, on the 29th, the Spaniards had 
encountered a severe defeat on land, near the Con- 
vent of San Salvador, in which the Count de Bucquoi 
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was killed. In consequence of this success, the 1676. 
French fleet came out from the port of Messina, ~~ 
and ranged themselves outgide under the fire of the 
castles. De Ruyter immediately set hig sails to 
tempt his adversaries out to sea, hut De Tourville 
would not accept the challenge, and, accordingly, the 
confederate fleetg sailed down the Faro, and cruized 
to the southward, opposite La Scaletta, till 1st April, 
when bad weather obliged them to run for the pro- 
tection of the bay of St. John, on the Calabrian coast. 
Here they had leisure to consider what could be done 
against the enemy. It was the judgment of the 
Admiral-General, that it was not possible to attack the 
port of Mesgina on account of the dangerous currents 
in the Straits, and an expedition was suggested against 
Augusta, near Syracuse ; accordingly, the Dutch fleet 
entered that bay on the 20th. Here De Ruyter received 
intelligence from De Vagona that the French fleet was 
at sea, and it was reported they had been seen off 
Catania. The Admiral-General, accordingly, advised 
that the confederate fleet should go at once to meet the 
enemy, and, with this view, left Augusta on the 2 1st ; 
and he had scarcely quitted port when he sighted 
them on the northern horizon at sunrise on the 22nd. 

As soon, therefore, as they came under observation 
it was found that the French fleet had thirty ships of 
war, three frigates, and several fire-ships ; while the 
Spanish and Dutch fleets united could only show seven- 
teen ships of war, and about a dozen smaller sail, in- 
cluding four fire-ships. Moreover, De Ruyter's intelli- 
gencers had apprised him that, during the time the 
French fleet had rested at Messina, the greatest 
exertions had been made to equip their vessels with 
ammunition and every requisite, so that their ships 
were thought to be in excellent trim, mounting 2172 
guns, with a force of 10,065 men ; whereas the 
Dutch fleet had only 852 cannon and 4500 sailors. 
The Spanish fleet, perhaps, numbered ten sail more ; 
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\(\7(\. 1)ii1, hy their own confeHnion, they were nil liidly 
found; their Ilii^-Hliij), indeed, " Nurfttra Hi flora <M 
Pilar," wiih a line nhip of war, with n crow of 740, mid 
70 ^utiH, l>iil. the rent went Kcarrely*nldu to lw kept 
afloat, much Ichm 1(i li^ht. 
Di- Ituvtri* Moth HitIm nt ni^ht nf ciich oilier 1»oro down, thr 
,,tf,im . one upon the other, ImiI. iif. noon there fell it irreatcnlm, 
Diifjui'Niir. ho that i(. appeared unlikely thai they could on^a^e, 
tiol .wit IikI aiidin^ nil the nkill and appliance* of nail. 
Ni'VeH -lieleKM, nhoul. four o'clock on Hie 22nd, ilie allhtf 
p;ot into something of a line, and De Itnyter mine 
first into I'm* with the French llatf-idiip of Ueiiernl 
d\\lmernn, mid kept it up ho iucniiMfintly, rnt did nil the 
most advanced a\' the war-nhipH, that it wan wild that 
Mount Ktua, who looked on, woiihl hecome jcaluUK of 
tlieHc if/tirs tn in ores. |)oti Fwneipeo de la (Vrda, how- 
ever, with the S J > 1 1 1 1 i h 1 1 nhipH, kept Ho lnueh aloof that 
the AdmiraMiciieral wiih obliged to urjji* tlietn to 
eloHcr eomhiit, for Vice- Admiral I hum, in hi* endeavour 
to support them, wiih nceeHnitated to leave MUrli ft 
fr;ip hclwern the Dutch wpifidrofiM that there wan 
e;ri;it MpprehciiHioii Hint the French Admiral would 
divide ) i i h entire llect, into Ihree Hcparato ]>»rtH, and 

force Home of \\'\H shipM hetweell them. With illP 
usual bravado of the Hon, the only reply wan, "If 
(JoiI'h power could he wielded hy hiM nword, he would 
IV Kuvtrr he hooii up with the Admiral." The Ihitf-NhipK of I to 
wiiiiiiilrd. |{ nv | llT ],| l( i D'AlmeniH hud notheen cii^ntfed almvehalf 
an hour when, jih the AdmiraMiciieral hUuh\ ti]>on the 
lofty poop of the lla^-ship, watching the pro^reM of 
the action :md giving Iiim orderx, a ciititinii-idiot ntruek 
both his le^H, curry ilie; off the front purl of hi* left 
foot, and breaking the rie^ht le^ hone junt ahovc the 
ankle. The violence of the Mow threw him down to 
the deck, a height of Heveii or ei^ht feet (for tho rtiip'n 
ntern of thoHe <l;i yrt wiih an elcvnted ntn^e), ami ho 
fell (hit upon Iiih head, on which he received an uglj 
wound. II in Fhitf-cnptain Kalletuhnrg knew hii chief 
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better than to turn aside from his duty, even to go to 1676. 
his assistance ; and, crying out, " Courage, my brave B 
men, and so shall we have the victory!" he went of Captain 
forward at once to direct the engagement with so Kallem- 
much spirit that the crew did not know that the 
Admiral-General was wounded ; and with so much 
effect did the flag-captain fight the flag-ship that the 
French Admiral, D'Almeras, was also killed, and the 
Spanish Admiral coming up at the moment, as good as 
his word, the battle was maintained into the night and 
continued even by the light of the moon. De Haan 
contended bravely with the squadron of Gabaret. At Du Quemo 
nightfall, however, Du Quesne resolved to return with ™ fcurn8 to 
the French fleet to the Faro ; while De lluyter, on 
learning this, was still able to direct that the allied 
fleets should make for Syracuse. Here the Admiral- 
General immediately wrote his despatches to the Prince 
of Orange and the King of Spain, while his wounds 
were fresh ; they are still extant under his own sig- 
nature, dated respectively the 26th and 28th, and 
the last, to the Spanish King Charles, was answered 
by a grant of the title of Duke, and of an estate in 
Italy of the value of 2000 ducats of rent — which 
royal concession, however, never brightened the eyes 
of the hero, to whom we will now turn our attention l . 

At first there was reasonable hope that De Ruyter Death of 
might recover, as the wounds were not accompanied by ^ e Ruvter * 
fever ; but on the fifth day this was superinduced in 
the right leg, and could never afterwards be kept down ; 
and he died between nine and ten at night on the 
29th April, in the presence of all the principal officers 
of the fleet. His body was immediately embalmed, 
and kept ready to be transmitted to Holland by the 
first opportunity. The bowels were necessarily re- 

1 When Rome person was congratulating Louis XIV. upon De 
Ruyter's death, telling him that he had now got rid of a most 
dangerous enemy, he replied, " Every one should grieve at the 
death of so great a man." 

£ e 2 



416 de Bxrrrn, 

1676. moved, and a request made to the Ecclesiastical autho- 
rities of Syracuse that it might he permitted that they 
should be interred with honour in one of their churches; 
but with rather a ridiculous judgment — which every one 
in these days will lament and condemn — they replied 
tli at as the bowels constituted a part of the living 
body, which was that of one who was not of the 
communion of the Church of Rome, they could not 
be buried in holy ground without the permission of 
the Pope. The magistrates of the city, nevertheless, 
with astonishing boldness and liberality for the seven- 
teenth century, offered to find a burial-place for them. 
Vice-Admiral De Haan succeeded to the charge of the 
fleet ; and, having hoisted his flag on the flag-ship, the 
"Seven Provinces," ordered the body of the Admiral- 
General to be transported on board the "Concord," 
and quitted Syracuse on 6th May, taking his course to 
Palermo along the southern shores of Sicily, so that it 
was the 15th before the fleet cast anchor in the Bay 
Du Quesne of Palermo. Du Quesne, on hearing this intelligence at 
attack* the ^l r . S sina, went to sea with a large fleet, and on the 
Spanish 2>5th formed a line before the bay ; where, on the 
ileets. 2nd, the French fell upon the confederate fleets with 

all their fire-ships. The flag-ship of Don Diego 
d'Ibdaca, the "Xuestra Sciiora del Pilar" (for De 
la Cerda had been superseded, but served still as a 
volunteer), was the first to be set on fire, and was 
Great burned to the water's edge — both the Spanish Admirals 

th^D t \ m,;elm o death in the flames of their ships with the 
and greatest resolution. The " Concord," with De Buy- 

Spanisb. ter's body on board, was nearly consumed, but his 
sacred remains were saved by the exertions of all the 
fleet. In the battle Admiral de Haan had his head car- 
ried oft" by a cannon-ball, and Middellscndt, the second 
in command, only escaped from the fire by jumping into 
the sea, where he was drowned. Complaints were very 
justly made by the Dutch that the Spanish batteries 
did not open a single gun upon the 
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during this work of destruction ; nevertheless, their 1676. 
exertions hindered the French fleet from attempting 
to force an entrance with their ships, and, therefore, 
when the French Admiral had used up all his fire- 
ships he carried his fleet back to Messina ; while 
Kallemburg took the command of all the Dutch 
ships that remained with the rank of Admiral. The 
shattered state of the fleet, and the frequent changes of 
late in its Commanding- Admirals, rendered it necessary 
to await orders from home before going again to sea, 
and the Chaplain of the flag-ship was put on the 
Italian shore to make the best of his way by land to 
Holland, which, with all his exertions, he did not reach 
till the 27th June. In the meantime Admiral Kallem- 
burg took advantage of a propitious moment to quit 
Palermo, and, on the 20th August, anchored with his 
sacred charge in the Bay of Naples. Here on the 4th 
September Rear- Admiral Van Almonde arrived, accom- 
panied by the Chaplain, having made their journey 
overland, bearing instructions to carry the fleet to The Dutch 
Holland. He hoisted his flag on board the " Con- tu ^£ g r ^ ) 
cord," which reached the Dutch coast on the 10th Holland. 
December. 

Immediately on the receipt of the sad intelligence of Funeral of 
the death of the Admiral-General, the States-General De Ruyt€r ' 
had resolved that the body should, whenever it might 
arrive, be honourably interred at Amsterdam at the 
public expense, and that a marble monument should 
be erected in honour of his signal exploits in war. 
Owing to the severity of the frost, however, it was 
impossible to carry the body into Helvoetsluys till the 
1st February, 1677, but on the 4th, the body was 1677. 
removed to the state barge of the Admiralty, covered 
with black cloth and naval flags, under salvos of 
artillery from all the vessels in the port, as well as 
from the twenty guns of the " Concord ;" however, 
owing to the weather, it was the 16th before the body 
of the Admiral could find its domicile once more in his 
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1677. own house at Amsterdam. Arrangements were forth- 
with made for as noble a funeral as could be prepared ; 
and on Thursday, 18th March, the remains of Adriansz 
Michel de Kuyter, Duke, Chevalier, and Lieutenant- 
Admiral-General of Holland and East Friesland, found 
its last resting-place in the vault below the choir of 
the New Church at Amsterdam. A mural monument 
by Robert Verhulst has been erected in the church 
under which the. body of De Kuyter lies buried. It 
represents the Admiral- General reposing under the 
protection of Tritons. The States-General, in their 
vote, limited the sculptor not to exceed 10,000 
livres in the execution of the monument; so that, 
like Dr. Primrose's family picture, the artist was 
obliged to put in as many ('oranges') banners, coats- 
of-arms, &c, as he could for the money. 
Piety and De Kuyter was of an extraordinary simplicity of 
IteRuvter cnarac ^ er > which had not been in the least affected by 
his great prosperity in life. Whenever flattered he 
would remind the speaker that he feared to be aban- 
doned by God, as Herod Agrippa was, if he took 
to himself such praises ; " I desire," he would say, " to 
be neither praised nor ever named, if I can but satisfy 
my conscience in the execution of the orders I receive; 
for it is not I, but the gift of God that is by me, that 
makes me to succeed in any thing." A deep sense of 
piety pervaded every action of his life, so that when he 
was reminded of his wife and child in his last agonies, 
he replied, " They would overwhelm me if I saw them 
with bitter tears over my sufferings ; but I am at the 
post of duty to which God has called me, and if He be 
now pleased to call me out of the world I look to be 
rejoined to them hereafter, in joy and everlasting 
felicity." The metaphor of waters so familiar in the 
Psalms were constantly recurring to his memory, and 
he would exclaim, " Deep calleth unto deep at the 
voice of Thy waterspouts ; all Thy waves and Thy 
billows are gone over me." His character has been 
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thus summed up by an English biographer: — "In 1677. 
a word, De Ruyter was the most upright man ; the 
most devout and pious Christian ; the bravest, wisest, 
and most experienced leader; so good and patriotic 
a citizen of his country, that it is with justice he 
is regarded by all posterity as the ornament of his 
age, a great naval hero, and a most redoubtable war- 
nor. 

In person he was of middle stature, of a thick-set His per- 
and rather ordinary figure ; but he was of a strong ^^ a P" 
constitution, rather preferring salt meat to fresh, 
and, without any difference to his digestion, thriving 
on it; he was equal to any amount of work. He 
was of a sanguine complexion, which heightened in 
colour as he became weather-beaten. His eyes were 
brown, and had much fire in them ; he rarely lost 
his temper, yet he could be most severe at times ; 
as he proved towards one who, in his presence, spoke 
disrespectfully of some of the sovereigns he had served ; 
when, having warned him that he would not suffer 
such language in his presence, and being disobeyed, he 
seized the offender by the collar and threw him into 
the sea ! It is not unusual for successful men to be 
popular with their followers, but there was a quiet 
good sense and rough condescension about the Admiral- 
General that brought the sailors to love him, and he 
was called, commonly, " kind old father." In council 
he was generally calm, but somewhat impatient at the 
quantity of work which his high commands imposed 
upon him, so that he would say, " I was a happier man 
when I was earning sixpence a day in the rope-walk, 
and had time to myself. ,, He was, however, always 
cheerful in society, sharing in the railleries and jokes 
of his associates, whether they were above or below 
him ; and, without any loss of respect, he was quite 
at his ease with all men and women, great or small. 

I confess to my inability to show, with any correct- 
ness, the naval abilities of De Ruyter, nor to dis- 
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1077. crirninatn in what degreo thoy worn to lio rneMiirod hy 
tho maritime gkill of Imr groat prodoootRor, Martin 
Tromp. W« h«vo rood in tho biography of that 
diRtinguiRhed Admiral that Itin tactic* woro to intro- 
duce line-fighting in HUpcrccRRion of tho Riiigln cornlmt 
of Ringlo g)ii|>H whirli hud prevailed to hi* timet. It 
appcurR to nm thai maritimu wnr had again Iwome 
monotonous in its result, for wo roo that I>o lluytcr 
followed tlio Ramo con ran of battle in every action ho 
Nffrnl fought. I In alwuyR divided his Hoot into throo Rtpiad- 

ffitf-ff.if-4 roriR, which worn roRpoetively commanded 1»y throo 
'" >r . IjifMitiMiiifit-ArliiiiralH, of which ho took himaclf the 
tinir roii. Rupn-mn command from Imr flag-ship in tho midst of the 
fined u, noniro Rrpiadron ; whilo tho other two, on whatever tack 

iii'/lirni* ^ n|, .Y Wi i^'di worn regarded aR Advanoo or Rearguard. 

"|iimlr<iufl. lint, as his onofnioR nppciir to havo nlwnys adopted 
tho rhino divisions, tho battle degenerated into 
Hi rco distinct Ringlo conflict*, which cannonaded 
each othor for hour* together 1 . Tlio only novelty 
in his engagements wan tlio morn frequent iiro 
of h'rc-RhipR, which rlid tho grcntcst Tiiiwhiff that 
waR accomplished in Imr dayR ; for it wan of Tory 
uncommon occnrrotico to attempt to rnrry an anta- 
gonist by hoarding, although it whr oeeaRionally 
attempted. Tho peculiar natality of our Admiral- 
Oeneral was a dogged rcH<ilution to go to Roa and meet 
Imr enemy, without any regard to disproportionate 
force, and to hummer away with all hift might till 
durkncMR inado it neocRRary to tako hrenth. Generally 
tho conclusion wiis tho Ramo ; ono or other combatant 
withdrew to their havens, and hoth RideR claimed 
lnureU with nearly oojual rcaaori. Tho neareRt approach 
to victory mado hy I)o Uuytor wftR what is termed, in 

1 TJw« rlividifiii nf Min flwf, into iu|iin<1rr>nN, rn<1, white, Htid Wn*, 
linn Iiccti continued in our own Meet* to nit r own titm*; Imt 
this distinction of flf|iinr|n»n«» ]\n* t I Mi eve, iMMni vwy rtctmtlY 
nhnliidicd in tlio Hritinli llwt. 
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the inscription on his monument, the "Quatridaana 1677. 
pogna," when it was undoubtedly true that he 
thwarted the attempt of England and France to effect 
a landing on his country's shore. The Dutch Admiral- 
General must have been infinitely a better seaman 
from his bringing up than either of the commanding 
Admirals who at any time opposed him. The Dukes 
of York and Albemarle, Prince Rupert, and Count 
I> r Estrees had not been in situations to have much 
studied the winds, and currents, and soundings of the 
ocean ; and, therefore, we never read of much strategy 
in the movements and manoeuvring of their fleets. 
Such experiences were, to the last, greatly to the 
favour of the Dutch Admiral-General, who had been 
nearly sixty years at sea, had served in five distinct 
wars, in more than forty engagements, and in fifteen 
pitched battles l . 

* La Vie de Michel de Barter, tradaite da HoDandais de 
Gerard Brandt; The Life of Admiral de Boyter, printed at 
!*»*», 1677 ; Vie de Michel Baiter, par Richer, 1783 ; Lediard's 
Ssral History of England; Hennequin, Biographic Maritime, 
Paris, 1838; Biographical Dictionaries and General 
Dromes Maritime*, par Eugene Sue, 
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Tins distinguished Admiral, General, and Statesman 
was the only surviving son of Sir Sidney Montagu, 
younger son of Edward Lord Montagu, of Boughton, 
and was horn in 1(>25. His father, Sir Sidney, and 
his kinsman, the eldest son of the peer, are both 
named hy Clarendon as acting in favour of the King ; 
and it is said that every exertion was made to restrain 
Edward within the same limits, but, having married 
young Jemima Crewe, he found himself in a family 
of contrary principles, and was persuaded, when he 
was little more than twenty years of age, to raise 
a regiment, and to carry it to the army of Fairfax, 
which had been just new-modelled, and in which he 
was given the rank of Colonel. He served under that 
leader in the battles of Marston Moor and Naseby. 
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During the contest he acquitted himself with great 1645. 
courage at the storming of Lincoln, the battles of 
Marston Moor and Naseby, and on other occasions, 
before he had arrived at his twentieth year, " with the 
reputation of a very stout and sober young man ;'* and 
he was persuaded to take a command in the army 
when it was new modelled under Fairfax ; in con- 
sequence of which conduct he was taken notice of by 
Cromwell, who trusted him with his nearest confidence. 
He sat in his third Parliament for the county of Hunt- 
ingdon, and was given a seat in his Board of Treasury. 

In 1656 he was joined by the Protector in the 1656* 
commission of Admiral of the fleet with Blake, and 
went to sea with him in the expedition into the 
Mediterranean. Colonel Montagu was now in his 
thirtieth year, and, consequently, he was too far ad- 
vanced in life to learn practical seamanship (for which 
Collingwood deemed the age of nineteen "far too late ") ; 
but the military discipline of the school of Cromwell, in 
which both Montagu and Monk had imbibed the prin- 
ciples of command, was very much in advance of what 
existed afloat at that time, either under English or 
Dutch Admirals, for, as late as De lluyter and Cloudes- 
ley Shovel, they rarely fought a battle without shooting 
one or two captains of ships for disobedience. The well- 
proved valour of our gallant tars has always required 
the firmest hand to maintain discipline until called upon 
to lead their naval heroism into action. Montagu was 
second in command under Blake in the consort ex- 
pedition of Penn and Venables, 1657 ; and when Blake's 1557. 
health obliged him to return home Montagu became Succeeds 

Til 1 

General of the fleet, the object of which was to watch q JJ 8 * 
the expected arrival of the Spanish West India fleet ; the fleet ; 
and on this first essay of serving at sea he had the ^ makei 

801136 flCU 

good fortune to engage and scatter the enemy's prizes, 
galleons, and to capture the Admiral. "Whitelock re- 
lates, that on this occasion the Spanish flag-ship and 
another were run ashore and sunk, two burned, and 
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1657. one taken, in which there were two millions of silver, 
and it was believed there had been as much destroyed 
with the Admiral's ship, so that the poet sung — 

" With these returns victorious Montagu, 
With laurels in his hand and half Peru/' 

Wallsb. 



Montagu 
sent with 
the fleet 
to Den- 
mark by 
Cromwell. 



Montagu 
dismissed 
from the 
command. 



One of the last acts of the Protector had been to 
nominate Montagu to the command of a fleet in the 
Sound ; but Admiral Lawson was at the time the 
Admiral of the fleet of the Commonwealth, and as he 
was known to be an outrageous Anabaptist, the Pres- 
byterian party desired to eclipse him, and therefore 
let Montagu depart for the Baltic. Here it was 
thought by those about the King that he might be 
tampered with, after the fall of Richard Cromwell, so as 
to get his fleet to declare for Charles II. because he was 
suspected ; and, accordingly, the Parliament provided 
him with a colleague, in Algernon Sidney, that might 
keep him straight. Desirous, however, to return to 
England, Montagu caused it to be represented to the 
King of Denmark that " he should not be able to stay 
any longer at Copenhagen for the want of victual," 
and, without further notice, or taking any leave, he 
carried off his fleet under sail ; but when he arrived 
near the coast he heard that the King's designs had 
failed by the overthrow of Sir Goorge Booth, who had 
compromised himself and been sent to prison. On 
landing he learned that his colleague, Algernon Sidney, 
had been before him, and had laid a charge against 
him in the Parliament. He, therefore, set out im- 
mediately, and, taking his seat in that assembly, 
defended his conduct so ably and with so much 
plausibility that he escaped scot-free in his person, 
although he was dismissed from his command. 

Montagu at once retired to his own house in the 
country, somewhat " under a cloud," and, therefore, 
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laded to be inclined to the King," so that when 1G67. 
had marched to Whitehall the party of the _ "T 
jxerted their influence to call him forth to resume appointed 
mmand of the fleet, " in which he might take to com- 
>r good officers and seamen," and for ships of g^ 
captains he might be sure, and " observe, if not 
, the rest." He immediately entered into close 
inication with Monk, and was conjoined with 
Admiral of the fleet, although it was known 
lontagu alone would go to sea. Whilst the 
as preparing the Admiral " sent privately over 
King for his approbation," which was speedily 
red to him. All things being now completed 
ag Charles' reception on board, the fleet passed to 
,»ling, and communicated direct to His Majesty at 
igue ; and the next day the Admiral gave over 
iimnand to the Duke of York, who had been 
1 by His Majesty Lord High Admiral. The 
of Gloucester accompanied the Duke of York on 
the " Xaseby," and dined there. Charles II. 1660. 
on board Montagu's flag-ship, and, the same 
ig, set sail for England. 

soon as the King was landed at Dover the 
•al carried the fleet to the Downs, and, while 
he received a visit from the Garter King-at- 
who had been commanded by the King to 
r the blue ribbon to Montagu, who was the first 
toner who had for a great many years received 
arter. A few weeks later the patent was signed, 
2g him Earl of Sandwich, Viscount Hinchin- created 
3, and Baron Montagu of St. Neots. In the Earl °f 
ing year the new Earl was entrusted with the and ^^ ^ 
and of a fleet appointed to bring Queen Catherine Portugal 
aganza to be married in England, and to take J? ^if 1 "^^ 
sion of Tangier, which was part of the bride's of Bra- 

But the Admiral had high and important 8? ns ? *? 
to perform before his instructions allowed him to 
e on board the royal bride. He was ordered to 
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of'i!omifi(r to an iinm-rntamliriK with tins piratt*, who hail 

Hoim irn-at mi^liM-l' to Kn^linn ftornrm-rnn ; litil hn foil ml 

tlnm ko wi-ll pn-pnri'fl that hi! wa» iinnVr thn tu:wm*\ty 

of rornifisr away r/r infrr.fd % although hn took poftftttMlon 

of Tjitij.n<T in 1 lw niiin^ of Ihm Hovnrnijfn, amJ arrival in 

Hi» Urn Tallin iif, a mo^t opportune rnonn-nt. A Hpaninh 

«i|i|K» . im {irrn y i\irrnti'wi\ Ijifthon, ami hatl lnyufi to lwmi#?j(*j ft 

riTirvf'4 fenaport town not fur from that capital ; hut tlm tnrror 

'''" ' nam-."! l»y f.ln: arrival of an Km/liiili fln««t ftaiiMrfl thft 

Hpani.f.li fom-H to n-tirn wiUi pn-nipitation; ami ttift 

hrnljil fjnwn of Knj/I;in<l enjoys) Ux- prowl ttatiftfaiHion 

that aln? Iiao! irn-atly simp.! self I to pr^iwrvn thn #:rown of 

Portugal to Iiit family, Awonlintfly, thn arrival of 

Ijonl Kamlwi'h wa<i nflrhrat'*'! with tin; tfrnuU'.nt 

manifi'fiiat.ififiM of joy l»y the whole nation, whoftu 
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whinh it yi-t Ktamhi wi'iip'. 
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e\\;ny<: of llcr Wn'yy.ly on hoanl with half thn rnotiry, 

rathfr than h-avn Iwr hrhiml. Afffonlitif^ly v nvnry tiling 
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to the whole court ; the English Ambassador and her 1661. 
other English attendants being politely requested " to 
walk in the cloisters" during the performance of mass, 
after which she ascended the side of the "Royal 
Charles," 80, and was conducted to her cabin. The 
fleet, consisted of fourteen men-of-war, but the wind 
was inauspicious, and it therefore remained in port 
with their fair charge on board, till the morning of the 
25th, when it succeeded in getting out to sea. The 
passage was long and stormy, but Catherine showed 
herself a brave sailor, and preserved her courage and 
composure during the entire voyage. On arriving off 
the Isle of Wight the Duke of York met the fleet 
with a squadron of five frigates, and on the 13th May 
the Queen landed at Portsmouth. Lord Sandwich has Queen 
left this letter to Lord Clarendon on record : " The ^ g e ^ t ne 
Queen Catherine, as soon as she came to her lodgings, porta- 
received the Countess of Suffolk, appointed to be her mouth, 
principal lady, and appointed her other ladies to 
attend her in the morning to come and put her in 
that habit they thought would be most pleasing to 
the king." Unfortunately, however, the Queen was 
attacked with sore-throat and fever, that confined 
her to her bed ; and it was five days after her arrival 
that her affianced lord was permitted to seek her ; 
and even on the 19th, when he quitted London, 
Her Majesty was still in her room, and the Earl 
of Sandwich, in order to satisfy Charles's impatience 
to see his wife, had the honour of introducing her to 
her husband in her bed-chamber. On the day follow- 
ing she found herself so much amended that she got 
up ; and on the 21st the marriage took place. 

When the war broke out, in 1664, Montagu was 1664. 
given the command of the blue squadron under the Sandwich 
Duke of York, and he raised his flag on the " Prince," und^ the 



86, and went to sea with the fleet before the arrival l>«ke of 
of the Lord High Admiral. On the 1st June the York ' 
English fleet weighed anchor; but the Dutch fleet, 
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lOG-lf. under the Admiral-General Opdam, had tailed from 
Holland on the Ittth and J 4th of the preceding month, 
so thai it wan on Die ttrd June, at half-past three in 
the morning, that they met, when immediately the 
8*n<lwi«h battle began. The Karl of Sandwich with his squa- 
(lef<»U ihti ( [ rou formed the Keeond line, with thirty -nix ships of 
grunt Iohk, a ^ k»'»ds. The Duke of Vork signalled from the flag* 
nn<l chaw* M hip what he elairned for hi* share of the hattle, say- 
Ttixtsl ' J °»'tf>"He would himself have a bout with Opdam." 
Sandwich had with him Admiral Sir George Ay scougb, 
with whom, about noon, he broke the centre of the 
Dutch fleet with his squadron, and threw their whole 
line into Htieh conf union as greatly contributed to the 
victory ; and, from a distance, he perceived the J>utch 
flag-ship blow up. Jtcsidcs Opdam, the Admiral-General 
of Holland, Lie uteri ant- Admiral* Cortenacr and Stek 
liugworf, with Vice- Admiral Hchrain, were slain on 
the part of the Dutch. About twenty-four of the 
ships of the enemy were taken, burnt, and sunk, and 
2000 prisoner* brought home. The Dutch were 
cha«od to the mouth of the Texel ; when the Duke 
and Prince Jtupcrt quitted the fleet and returned to 
Court. To the Karl of Sandwich, Vice-Admiral, wae 
justly given the chief honour of the day, and, if it 
had been left to him, he would have followed up the 
victory with so much vigour that the Dutch fleet 
would have been totally ruined ; as it was, he kept to 
sea with the fleet, and, with the standard borne aboard 
his flag-ship, took his course, the day after the battle, 
to Holland; for the Karl had been named, on the 
declaration of war, Lieutenant-Admiral to the Duke 
of Vork, which gave him the rank of Vice- Admiral 
of Kngland. The States-General, in order to secure 
their merchantmen homeward l>ound from Smyrna and 
the Kast Indies, sent out to warn them to retire north 
until a convoy could be despatched to protect them. 
Sandwich, getting information of this, carried hie fleet 
to the coast of Norway, where, on the 3rd September, 
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he came across the Dutch fleet near Berghen, which 1664. 
had beeo scattered by a storm, so that with little 
difficulty he captured four men-of-war, three East 
Indiamen, and seven merchantmen; after which the 
Vice- Admiral returned to England with the prizes. 

There was so much " envy, hatred, and malice " in 
all affairs of trust and confidence at the period of the 
Restoration that we must conclude, from a letter from 
the Earl of Sandwich to Mr. Pepys, that his lordship 
was in some measure victimized in the material benefits 
of this success ; for, he writes, " If anybody has taken 
security from them upon seizure, remand the security 
in my name, and return their answer. Carry it high ; 
and own nothing of baseness and dishonour, but rather 
intimate that I shall know who have done me indig- 
nities." 

It remained to settle the command of the fleet for 
the ensuing year, and the Duke of York's conduct in 
the battle having been much censured, the King saw it 
necessary that His Royal Highness should retire from 
the fleet. The two royal brothers then put their heads 
together to scheme the command, and, although the 
Earl of Sandwich was naturally the proper person to 
take the place of the Duke, they thought this might be 
turned to the prejudice of the Lord High Admiral, and 
accordingly they determined that the Earl of Sandwich 
should not continue in it, and he was named Ambas- 
sador to the Most Catholic King, and Prince Rupert 
and Monk were instituted joint Generals of the fleet. 

The eminent character of Lord Sandwich contri- 1668. 
hated greatly to the success of his mission ; he was Sandwich 
received with unbounded respect by the Court of baggador 
Spain, and that of Portugal also placed the most to Spain, 
perfect reliance on his firmness, integrity, and abilities. 
He remained in this employment with high honour to 
himself and to his country for upwards of a year, and 
having at length settled affairs to the satisfaction of 
all parties, he returned to England in September, 1668, 
vol. m. * f 



IM() KDWAIft) MONTAOU, 

Miffs, and wa* ri'ri'ivml by Mm Kintf Mid tin* Ililko nf York 
with Ritfiml mark* nf iMiinddi'riitiiiii. Tim Karl wff' 
now jdimml h1. Hip Imad of a Hoard thai luict lii^n 
rciMMilly <'<mMl<il.ut-i'(l fur Mm Kiwninmni iltifl Iftfiilll- 
iinii nf Trado iitu 1 I'lutil iiticittH. hut on Mm dcaih uf lb 
Hi7o. DukKiif AlliiTiiutrlf, in W70, In* wim vi.»r t y tfrimrally 
n^rniilml llM Mic mini Uvt*\, lltti'd for any naval i?mn- 
numil in tlm rvfiil. of a war. mimn Im (MtininiMidcd won* 
than any living man tin* ronl'idi'iiiM* and aMVt'tiun nf Mm* 
fiiiildi'M. 
\l\72 <hl * n ° '' <M M ,l,,, ' M K it i^ 1 (-linrlcpt II. pulilioliud a 

I'Viiiii-n nml di'idiinitiiui (if war ii^nitipii tlm I'nitrd Province*, and 
I'.iit'lnnil nn || )(l Hmill , ( |,, v (i, ( , |j| u , WIIH i),,1,1ip1hm1 by liottin XIV., 

iiKiiiimf -Hip hnth Hhvitimkuh K'vh'K lb* 1 ninni fnlnn and frivnlou* 
Uniii'ii riMiiuiiiH l.d jiiMlil'v mi IhiKniut h vinlatinn uf Mm jmmumi 
nf l ( ]iirn|M'. Tlm tun |](m«I.h id' Mn^land and Kronen 
ciiiiIiwimI iiliiiul. iln» Ix^inninK of May- -Mm llruli ft »ti- 
HiHl.iitK "(' 100, and Mm lard, nf 10, nmu-nf-war- under 
tin* Riipri'iiH' cnmuuiud nf Mm Pukn nf York, with Mm 
Karl nf Hiuidwir.li and Mm Count d'lfatriVii tMiiuniniifl- 
in^ Mm* hhm and white mpiadrmm under hitu. 

On Mm* i»Nth May I In Itnyt.cr put, in una with ft 

■ if 

f'nnmdal'li' Meet, rniimpMiitf id' HI nhi]** of war and 44 
lire niiijiM ; mid tin* hutch Adtnirnl-flnimriil wa* fl*nintnd 
in Ihm rniiiinnnd by ( WimliiiH Im Witt, ilio I'ciiniuiiiiry'fi 
brnllmr, an depiily I'nmi Mm Niatefl. Tlm combined 
Heeta lay at. Hnbdiay, mi tin* mmi muni nf Kntfland, in 
a very eandupiM and imi/li^rtii atmhnnu/n, and Mm Karl 
nf Handwicli tlmo^hi ii liin duty in bring thin in the 
imtien nf Mm Lord 1 1 if<l i Admiral, in order to allow Mm 
jM'iMit dau^r Mm a y were in id* being nurpriNfMl by tho 
huti'li. Itut II in Hnyal llitflitmpw, who wan of H high 
Tin* Oiik« M,,, l prcMumiituniiH carriage, plighted tho advice, and 
«•»' V'mI, | M | ( | |,| M , !.;„,.< t.lmt " lm r|m,I<ii out of fear." Tlm gallant 
Niimiwiili. Vice- Admiral nf Knglaud rc&iMed ilm imputation in- 
dignantly, hut it in thnughi thai Mm charge fostered 
m Ihm Imari and led him to ho mori) narelnwH of hi* 
wnlHy in ihn impending hiiiiln than lie need to Imvo 
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been. At break of day of tbe 7th June the Dutch 1672. 
fleet came in sight of the anchorage of the British 
fleet, and the sudden appearance of the enemy created 
very great confusion. Every one repaired to his post 
with precipitation, but many ships were obliged to cut 
their cables in order to get ready. Sandwich was Sandwich 
first on the alert, and the whole fleet was again J^ 8 
visibly indebted to him for its safety. He hastened 
first out of the bay, when it had been easy for De 
Ruyter to have sent in his fire-ships and destroyed 
both fleets, which were much crowded together; but 
this bold proceeding, followed as he was by all the best 
ships of the English fleet, gave time to the Duke of 
York to disengage the ships from their perilous an- 
chorage and get to sea. There was but little time for 
it, for De Ruyter had began to make the attack vigor- 
ously, and at seven or eight o'clock the Dutch flag- 
ship, red at the main, was seen bearing down upon the 
Lord High Admiral. The "Seven Provinces" and the 
" Prince* * came together with a fearful crash of artillery, 
and "a smoke rose up about them as though it had been 
the smoke of a furnace." John Van Braekel, command- 
ing the " Holland," ran on board the " Royal James," 
Montagu's flag-ship, although it was not in his op- 
posing squadron, and tried to board it several times, 
but in vain ; and the English Vice- Admiral sunk several 
fire-ships that were at the same time launched against 
his vessel. He then encountered Admiral Van Gent in 
the " Dauphin ;" and in the bloody fight that ensued 
the Dutch Admiral and one of their most distinguished 
officers were killed. While this contest was at its Gallant 
height Vice- Admiral Sweers came up to the " Royal co ^ d ? ct th 
James," conducting a fire-ship, called " Peace," which of Sand- 
succeeded in fixing grapples on the flag-ship, which wicn - 
was already so torn in pieces with shot that the water 
was rushing into her hold, and there seemed nothing 
to choose for its commander between being burnt or 
sunk. In this crisis Sandwich was warned by his 

rf2 



M7U ( 'aj/lum, Kir J'Mwunl HntUUwk, to muk* UU tfttuj* from 

tin: *U\\t, l/lit In: llhtoWeje'J, U 1 tffctt IjOW t\Au%* JW« goiU£, 

l/ut I urn i'its'Jv«-«l to i^iibli with my «l4i|/. ,# J'la/ing 
a liajj'UtcpJjJtf \,tifi,rtz IiJm trynti life jbttuttjjrffc'i to hi* 
ral/ili Uli'i fe-ltililiOMily ejjjl/ra>:t'J hi* fuUs. it )to i/eJifcVfc«i 

tUt lit* fclijp w«:iit flown bwMenly without having 

t-ijy|/y<itr/i. Jy< < UUfct- tlltt WilUl' Jjttil airily ^fOWl**:'! llMS 

inuy/A/.mt'. '. 

'JJi« lm«iy of tht- JWI of Haifiwiulj w«*4 w/i r*- 

tuin-.nA lor m-atly a fortnight afW th* j/uttlfc. Oh 

tin: J Oth 1114141: it wan men llonting oh th* *ta, 

l/feiii(/ known hy the etarof the tfjartej'ejuhroi'liejfc'i on 

jj, c Lie n t it\.. I'|ff#ii notn*: of this II in M»j«*ty, out 

foncttol ,,\ : ^,t\h*'i\) uii'l liJli'UonaU lef/aj'i to th« IM/hh; A/i- 

liiiial. fs;ivt: oi/ltTib that hJM hody kIm/uU Im* l/p/ught 

to J«Ofj'loJJ, Jin 'J |t:4:t:jy<: tilt; rit«« of hutt«J i** Ml HMHhBF 

'in*-, to liifc f/nat 'juaJity ami merit, it wu* Ufci i'i 
the juofet tooltrinii inann<r iu a bumj/tuou* )*u*ge ; *u4 
hf-ou^ht to W*:fet minister, atteiflfc'i by tin* King'* 
J/u /£/<*, thoet: of th* LoH Mayor, mj4 *eyer*l of the 
(U\.y ^ I' attest hii'.b, t\tt: thiku of Volt «u*<i tfeyeral of th* 

Uoh).)ty btt<:l*'ljf*f/. On JyJifcfcing U*is TOW^ U*i* Jfltfct 
(/'Jnfc thiric Wt-/'C till ii)&:\iHim'A ih H gfcjjejal MiluUf, 

th'; tr'onj/«.U an<J other math: n»i noting their utvrik* 
with t\m hi/it* of artillery an'i of the hell* froiw 
all the r\,nii\n;u. At live it re&el*e4 ilm atair* at 

Wefct/n)n*ter ; an'l, heing JifU'i out ttfj'i \*w\M } VrHM 

t ititU'i iii j/i-o<-t:fefeiou to the Abl/ey Cl^i^h with the 

Ji);/Jjtfct fou^n/l'J':4:0':c. 'ilie b^/n of the |>r*tV*i A4n^>>i, 
l*ixv)/^ ly<:'Oi/««: Kail of tiuutiwitiU, utiemUA HM <:|jk-f 
fiio<i/ii« i, ij^<l oJ^Jjt ftajjb te<j|/j/'/lU^J tl/« jyaii wlurn tli£ 
ti/U:liiH &<./vi": of tli<: ''JjUJ'jJj t.'tUHirilU:^ l\l*i \mA^ Ut 

i/iUriiKot u, \.\,i. vault, a^ljoiijio^ to wlperts U&y afUrr- 
' lititi*A-i t*)t, "lie sv//»ij/j </>/< kftvt: nJj* K|j)f/ l/y a pi*** ^ 

i>> tiic tl*j/>t «ii«>l ity</<4jjjg «»jj t/i^u^e^^nt, «* if iu iAmA U* tova 
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wards laid the Duke of Albemarle's coffin, in the north 1672. 
side of Henry VII.'s Chapel. ~" 

Horace Walpole says of our Admiral, that " he His 
bore one of the most beautiful characters in history, c 
all parties agreeing that his virtues were equal 
to his valour and abilities." Clarendon says that he 
was carried into the party against the King by being 
married into a family that " trod awry," and by the 
caresses of Cromwell. He was, without any doubt, a 
great admirer of Cromwell, and so devoted to his 
interests that he would have acquiesced in the endea- 
vour to persuade the Protector to assume the crown. 
In his whole political career there were the strongest 
inconsistencies, for, having contributed to overturn 
the throne, he served the Usurper and his son to the 
last ; and yet, for his slow services at the Restoration, 
he obtained the greatest rewards and honours from the 
King, while those who had adhered to the royal cause 
through all its vicissitudes, were neglected and passed 
over. There cannot, however, be any difference of 
opinion as to his military career, which evinced on all 
occasions the utmost courage and skill. Although he 
adopted the naval service late in his days, yet his 
innate and high courteous bearing made him so great 
a favourite with the sailors ; that when he devoted Devotion 
himself to certain death by remaining on board his °f hi» crew, 
ship, when he might have saved himself, not one of 
his crew would accept the choice, and all went down 
with him. We cannot but lament such a devotion 
of brave and gallant hearts lost to the service of their 
country. The heroism of antiquity cannot even rival 
it : but when, as in the example before us, the self- 
immolation is a consequence of personal attachment, 
we rest astonished at the extent to which the hearts 
of the brave can carry their affections ! . 

1 Clarendon, Jiurnet, Clialmcrs, Rapin, Hume, Walpole ; 
Lediard'ff Naval History of England and Naval Biographies, 
pasiini, &lc. 



ABRAHAM, MARQUIS DU QUE8NE> 

lieutenant-o£n£ral des akm£es 
navales ims fiiance. 



Horn 1010. Died 1688. 



J>u Tirrs distinguished Admiral owed all the glory of lb 

fotlier" " cftroor under Ood to himself, for liis rudo forefathers of 
tho hamlet of Hlaguy (near to Eu) in Normandy, were 
poor Oalvinists of no higher occupation than pilots* 
His fattier, called by tho samo name of Abraham, wif 
pro1>ably a fisherman, find a pilot, but ho had acquired 
such renown that ho was ftummonod from his mean 
occupation by no less a person than Queen Christine 
of Sweden, who, desirous of sending a safe convoy out 
of tho Baltic, engaged him to lead it to France. He 
wns attacked by a Spanish squadron of war on Ml 
voyage, and so courageously did he defend his charge 
that be brought every vessel in safety into a French 
harbour. The re I at of this action brought his name 
to tho knowledge of Louis XIII., who made him 
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Capitaine-de-vaisseau. This took place, in fact, 1600. 
before his marriage to the daughter of a man of some 
substance at Dieppe, where Abraham in consequence 
established himself; and here the subject of our lftin 
memoir was born, in 1610, and was brought up there g^ f 
from his youth in naval pursuits. Du Quesne. 

His father was still at his business of a pilot, which 
kept him continually passing and re-passing to Sweden ; 
but in one of the engagements to which he was exposed 
he was mortally wounded, and died at Dunkirk that 
year. At the siege of RocheUe Du Quesne, although 162S. 
he was but eighteen years of age, commanded a ship, 
and gave signal proofs of his ability and courage. In 
the war of France against the Emperor and Spanish 
King, in 1635, Louis XIII., being desirous of estab- 1635. 
lishing a kind of "naval reserve" for the defence of his 
coast, commissioned M. dc Sourdis, Archbishop of 
Bordeaux, and others, to select some naval officers 
fit for the service, and young Abraham Du Quesne 
was amongst those selected for the command of a 
vessel. Like many a hero of antiquity, young Abra- 
ham swore an eternal enmity to the Spaniards, who 
had killed his father. An opportunity soon presented 
itself. Port-Courlair was given the command of the 
squadron in which Du Quesne served and evinced great 
presence of mind and courage in an action with the 
Spaniards, under Don Roderiguo de Velasco, in which 
that Admiral was defeated and slain, near Gattari, by 
the ship commanded by Du Quesne. In 1639 Cardinal 1639. 
Richelieu sent forth a fleet under the command of 
the same Archbishop Sourdis who had served the 
Church Militant at Rocbelle, and was thirsting for 
a new opportunity for military distinction. This 
prelate was a well known character of the day, 
and his correspondence with Richelieu remains as a 
monument of his varied abilities. Du Quesne com- 
manded a ship under his orders, and was wounded 
off Corunna, where he evinced his usual bravery in 
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1041. Homo dadiing inroads into that port from the block* 
ading force. Recovered from his wound, On Qucsno, 
hi 1041, served under another fleet which Arch- 
liinhop Sourdiu commanded in conjunction with the 
Count do la Mottc-Houdaucourt, and blockaded the 
port of Tarragona. Horn they were attacked by tbo 
Spanish fleet on tin* 20th September, and a bloody 
engagement hinted till darkness separated the com- 
batants without any result; but in the end the blockade 
of Tarragona was raised. l)u (Juostto led the van with 
his accustomed spirit, and gained increased reputation 
in this service. Again ho waM engaged off the same 
1012. shore in 1012, and wounded at the taking of I'crpignan. 
10421. In 10421 he again nerved in the French fleet, now com- 
manded by the Duke de Urcx/j ; and in an affair in 
August, off (!abo do (lata, he wan again wounded. 
Du Qumuih Whether his revenge against Spain waa satiated 
miter* Hut or not, he had no further opportunity of mating it, for, 
wrvlci). ttM n ' M I'rotestimtism had somewhat hindered his ad- 
vaneemont, he now quitted the Naval Service of 
Pranoo and entered that of Sweden. Ilia father'* 
name supplied him with friend* aa well aa esteem in 
that Kingdom, and he wan given the rank of Major- 
(jeneral and Vicc-Admiral in the fleet which waa pre* 
I>u QuitMim paring against Christian IV., King of Denmark. The 
rnlMMlh» Danish King had laid siege to (Jottonburg by aea and 

(lottVif. * tt,l, *» IUI< * ' ,l! 4 II<#H,H1 » having command of the aea, fell 
burg. upon him with no much vigour that he obliged the King 

to raise the siege, and he followed up hi* advantage 
and ravaged Uie shore of Holstoiu. When the fleets 
engaged Hhortly afterwards Du (Juosno made himaelf 
manter of the Danish flag-ship, aller a severe action, 
in whieh the Danish Admiral fell ; and ho waa near 
making the King his prisoner, who hail been Oil board, 
hut, having reeeived a had wound in the eye at the 
beginning of the fight, Hin Majesty had landed, 
1017. I" 1017 Du (Juosuo waft recalled by Cardinal 
Mazariu to France, who required a man of hit ability 



LIEUTENANT-GENEBAL OP FBANCE. 437 

to lead the French Navy against the power of Austria, 1647. 
the Duke de Braze*, the Admiral of France, having r~ 
heen killed at Orbitello. He now received the rank of recalled, 
Chef d'Escadron, and, in conjunction with the Duke of and again , 
Richelieu, he engaged the Spanish fleet in the Bay of j^ck 
Naples in 1649. He was next sent for to assist the service, 
operations of the forces of the Count during the war of 
La Fronde in the minority of Louis XIV. ; and, being at 
Bordeaux, he is said to have fallen in with an English 
ship of war, and after a severe fight captured her. The strange 
account given by the French historian is circumstantial story of Du 
in every thing but the name of the ship or its com- engaire- 
niander, and the date ; but, as it is not long, I will ment with 
transcribe it, although I cannot understand why any a J. ** n ?" R " 
English ship should have been regarded as an enemy 
by the French at this period : — " Celui qui la commando 
fait dire a Du Quesne de baisser pavilion. II croit 
Avoir affaire a un homme ordinaire, mais il n'est pas 
longtems a connoitre qu'il s'est trompe*. Du Quesne 
repond que le pavilion francois ne sera jamais deshonore* 
lorsqu'il l'aura a sa garde. * Le canon,' disoit-il, ' en 
decidera; et la fierte angloise pourra bien ce*der 
aujourd'hui a la valeur francoise.' Le combat com- 
mence ; les vaisseaux anglois, demates et tout cribles, 
sont forces de lacher prise quoique superieurs en nombre. 
Du Quesne s'arrete a Brest, songe plutot a faire 
radouber ses vaisseaux, qu'a faire panser les playes qu'il 
a re9ues dans le combat." If any man can make out the 
fact from this description he is quicker than I pretend 
to be. It appears to be a cut-and-dried account of 
any French action that any French captain fought any 
where ; but, as I find it in M. Bichter's life of the 
Admiral, I neither deny nor affirm its truth. What 
appears altogether independent of this action is the 
remainder of the paragraph from whence I take it, 
which relates that Du Quesne hastened to the mouth 
of the Garonne, defended all entry into that estuary 
by the Spanish fleet, and enabled Bordeaux to be 
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1017. mifwi'aifaJ'iilly lii'bii'^i'il ; uiiil tliut l£iu«i'ii Anna of Aiittrii, 

in j-i't'imiijeiiisH of thid bi'i'vii'if, of whhh bha felt all the 

itfijjorl.itin'tf } tfuv*i him '• ju t'hkUmn «t 1'ialtt <i'lu<lrcd <*u 

\Ui-Ui\fin:" for u ri^'oin|Mfiitf<t. 

lOfiif. Tin* |ji'w<i of I #5f>t> i-iKiMM him to tsiijoy a Jittk 

J072. of litmi Jifir, for In* iloid not it|j|j*ur to liavu gone 

Du ^limim to »<-it iipruin until J 072, wln-u ha {'oiMniiiinii'l tli« 

f'rillllKllllU I I - i( j| i i 4i /I j. 

u eiiiiti<lrnij W, ' ,, "'* ,I bijiimll'im 111 tllii Hi-id, uiuU'r Ui« Count 

uini«r (l'Kbl.i/'iii. in tho niivuJ Hi/lit olf Holchuy. wliejvj lit* whI 

'»'""• tn^ii^itl wil.il Lifts Jliitrh b<jUli<lroli of lOwrt/tm ; hut, 

iiis it* w<-Jl known, tlw J , 'ri'iirli l\tu*l sajl^l away to 

tint bouth without I't'ycuriiiiitf tint huttlti talw^n Um 

Ku^lihlj uii'l I iiiti'h, uml in I'ltd look little jmrt in it. 

107!). In j()7;j \n: u^/iiin <'oiiiiiiiiii(li'il t uinlH 1 JVKdtr/wd, ill til* 

vuriond fcdt-fii/liU iif l.hut y*iiir, hut in uouu of th* 

ii'^ounU of tlu-m' ti}/htb, t'itlit-r in Kn^ij^li or OuU'h, 

Jb tin* tihiil 1 '; l.ilki-11 |;y tliif Fl'iMirli »'''i'Opli'<I. 

1074. Jn 1 074, tin-. iJut'h uii'l Kn^Iibli Jnivinjf intuit* iitnuut, 
l/ii <nu*ni'. j >tJ n, 14 . aiJ1 , Wilti H1 . h t j n | tint M^iit^ininuun. ami <*om- 

<'ll|>1.l|li-b 

MifMiiia. ifiitndi^l u b<|iiiioioii in tho iw*l 9 umlur th« Ihika <k 
Vivoiim', off Urn Initio, wlmu tln*y uttiurkfil uml iwjml- 
i'iij.ni iiS|>iinibli Ih't't uii«li-i'tlii* M tip j nib <ie Vidro, mnl took 
posQ<'bbioii of Llui forU'i'bb of Mcbbiiiii; hut on Llia ui'Wi 

of tlm i;k]/<^'titil (tlTJVill of J)« Kuyli'l', Willi H JJlltl'b 
fl«-,H, to ftbbibt tin? Hj/imiupU ill Hii'ily, |)ij (Jumna Kent 

to Vt-/'tt;oll*;tt to i^jniwiit to tho Kin^ th« muwHHity of 
n -in forcing Um I'Y^in-h J|iu*L. Loiii* XIV. tnn'tni^ti to 
tin: prayer, iind j>r<'puivil i«t Toulon mi ^i|^4itio» coiit- 
|>ob<-(l of twenty bliipb of war. Mix ft>" bJiij'b, tiiui tA.\i*T 
biiil, liulrij with itoiiniinitioii itinl <:oiiiinJMburJnt «il|>|ilimi t 
iiii'l pritvir tim i'oininiin<l of it to Alirulium J)u Q,iuuavi 9 
who wiib r;iibi-<l to th<t runk of hi^ut«imiit-<l/*n^nil dtm 
AinUr* N;i valid c\i> J''run<^. 1 1 living ruib^l hid Hug 
J07o. towai'Jb tin: <li'l of I *i'i:i*lilh«r, 107A, Jut vigliUd tlw* 
liuti-h ll^rt iin<l<?r l)>- Unyti'.v on i\ia 7th Jmwtry, 

1070. J ($70, bo J,hi<n| Mb to ji#*i:V**llt fill ^lii'Hhtt from *UUtf- 
Arii'iii olt j,,^ ^j Jir |.' !U . I#) unit tin, iji'kl iluy Uh nttii<:k^l t off t\m 

Li[,uih ^ r "f Liji.iri. 'i'htt liibt lu'tiou untied Uidtuiiuivis\y 9 
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with the loss of the Dutch Admiral Verschoor killed 1676. 
on one side, and the French officers, De Vallette, De 
Chaber, Du Gontes, and De Boissier wounded on the 
other ; but Du Quesne, finding himself barred from 
entering the Faro, resolved to carry the French fleet 
round the south point of Sicily, and thus ensured the 
passage of the convoy in safety to Messina. This 
successful manoeuvre so pleased the French King Letter of 
that he wrote the Admiral an autograph letter in * XMU " 1V - 
his great satisfaction : — 

u Monsieur Du Quesne, 

" Je n'ai pas ete surpris de ce que vous avez fait 
pour la gloire de mes armes contre la flottedes ennemis 
aupres de* l'lsle de Li pari. Je n'attendrai pas moins 
de votre valeur et de votre experience a la mer. Je 
suis tres-aise seulement de vous assurer que j'en suis 
pleinement satisfait et que j'en conserverai agreable- 
ment le souvenir. Cependant je veux que cette lettre, 
ecrite de ma main, vous en soit un gage, et qu'elle 
vous repond que vous recevrez des effets de ma bien- 
veillance en toutes les occasions qui se presenteront ; 
et sur ce, je prie Dieu qu'il vous ait, Monsieur Du 
Quesne, en sa sainte garde. 

" A St. Germain, le 26 fevrier, 1676. 

" (Signe) Louis." 

In the month of March the fleets of Holland and 
Spain made a junction with the object of attacking 
that of France, and De Ruyter entered the Faro on 
the 27th March ; but it was the 20th April when Du Seven 
Quesne put to sea out of Messina and formed in order t»ttle 
of battle ; the Admiral d'Almeras commanding the Dutch- and 
advance, and De Tourville and the Marquis de Preulli- death of 
d*Humieres in the centre, with De Gabaret bringing up ^ er ' 

the rear. De Ruyter and De Haan, on the part of the 
Dutch, and Don Francisco de la Cerda on that of the 
Spanish, prepared to meet him ; and on the 22nd the 
battle was fought, in which the celebrated Dutch com- 
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1070. rnaridcr wa* killed. The battle continued to lie »alB- 
~~ cicntly contented oven after Do Ituytar'ft death, an 
may he inferred from the French lo**, which included 
the Manpji* d'Almcra*, Lieutcnant-Gcneral, M,M. de 
Choux, <!e Hoi**icr, do iJonncfond*, ami the Che- 
valier* de Tamhonricau, de Ha vie re, and d f A rennet, 
who warn all killed, while nix Captain* and many other 
inferior officer* were wounded. Hut the result, like 
ffioitt of the naval action* of thi* period, had no Much 
miccchm a* denoted a vietory, *ineo the French Nary 
retired to MeHNina, arid the Dutch to Hyracuae, in 
whieh hay De lluyter died, on the 20th April, on 
hoard hi* flag-Mhip. 

In couhcojiciico of the death of the Dutch Admiral* 
(Jetieral, the Viee- Admiral de Jlaari took the com- 
mand of the fleet, and carried it to Palermo on the 
mh April. The l*>dy of De Kuytcr wan placed 
on hoard the xhip " Concord," ('aptain Kallcmburg, 
and nailed with the fleet under the Admiral'* flag 
half-mant high. In thin manner they anchored in 
the Hay of Palermo on the J 5th. The French 
fleet, having refitted, wan al*o reinforced by nix 
Mail, which had heen Hcnt out to Admiral Du 
Qijcmuc, and which reached him at McMfiina on the 
Ulnt. Having ohtained correct information aa to 
the poHition of the Dutch fleet at Palermo, Du 
(Jiji'mihi rcnolvcd on attempting an enterprise which 
promincd to put the enemy'* naval power alto- 
gether ItorM da r.omhat. Accordingly, on the 28th, 
\\t-. carried out hi* fleet to Hea, and, directing hi* court* 
firnt to Palermo, arrived in night of the allied fleete 
anchored in the hay on the l*t June. 

No time wan allowed the enemy to prepare for thoir 
defeneo, hut they appear to have relied altogether on 
I>u Qiimtw the laud defence* for their protection ; ho, on the 
attnrkn Mm morning of the 2nd, the Manpii* do i'rouilli and 
HiifuiUli 1 ourville, leading in nine *hip* of war, *evon galley*, 
fltuiU. and five firc-nhipH, without minding the guns of tho 
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castles, directed their course towards the east of the 1676. 
bay, where the Spanish Admiral lay, with the greater 
portion of his squadron, in his great ship, " Nuestra 
Senora del Pilar," 70. The sight of the fire-ships 
so alarmed the Spaniards that they immediately cut 
their cables, and made for the shore ; and in the con- 
fusion one of the fire-ships grappled the flag-ship and 
destroyed it utterly, when the Admiral-General Don Severe 
Diego d'Ibassa, and the Admiral Don Francisco de la f t ^ e 
Cerda, both perished in the flames. The " San Anto- Spaniards 
nio de Napoli," 54, the " San Salvador de Flandre," and Dutch ' 
40, the " San Filippo," 50, together with two Spanish 
galleys, also caught fire, and were burned with about 
1500 men. The Marshal de Vivonne, seeing the suc- 
cess of his Lieutenant, ordered the Chevalier de Tour- 
ville to follow into the bay with the rest of the fleet, 
containing six fire-ships ; but the Dutch sailors, more 
expert than the Spaniards, were able to avoid these 
dangerous neighbours, until the " Steinberg," 68, 
caught fire, which carried the danger to two others 
of the Dutch fleet, who were all three destroyed. 
The greatest anxiety was entertained lest the " Con- 
cord" should become ignited, but by the great 
exertions of Vice- Admiral Kallemburg this was 
prevented; but in the melee Vice- Admiral de Haan 
was struck by a cannon-ball and killed, when 
Kallemburg raised his flag as Commodore- Admiral. 
The French had completely succeeded in their enter- 
prise, and the allied fleet was in no condition for further 
action. Although De Vivonne had assumed the chief 
command of the French fleet, Du Quesne was recog- 
nized as the master-mind that had obtained the victory, 
and the object having been successfully effected, the 
French withdrew again to their harbour of Messina. 

Thus matters remained until the end of 1678, when 1678. 
Louis XIV., having made peace with Spain, ordered Du Quesne 
this fleet to withdraw from Sicily. As soon, therefore, rented by 
after it arrived at Toulon as was consistent with his Louis XIV. 
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\i\7H. iliti'ira of Admiral, J)u tjutmntt rn\m\rtn\ to Court to kiw 

thu KiliJ/'b hiill'l, wlli:|| JiUllU XIV. tllUb HlLlreMtHi 
liifii : " Moiibii:ur 1>U l^iii'afi<f 9 I WJtfll Willi all lliy keitft 
J i-ifill'l M rififi|H:|iac )oll for till tllii hiilljtitjt (Wrviutti 

yuu liiivc iiii'lcii'il mi-, hot us* yon ar« a J'rotrbtiuit i 
tun iiiitilili: t«* hiuin' you to h« u Murtolml iA frmw-'c." 
W li< u lli«- M:n«|iiia iiiiiiinj thib to hi* wife, {JuLhfcJ'ilje liti 
Ift-i jin-ti- # wliii ljit-1 itl/jin-cJ < liiiliiiliritiiji to marry tU*t 
(/iilliHit Ailiiiiiiil, alii: iii'litiifiril, with thu familiar oatb 
of If i Ijii»Iiuik1, "<Vut iJiuhh-b! Oui, Hire, j« buin 

t.oui- XIV. iV'il.i alaiit, limib liii'b bi'J'vii'iffc bollt <Jiltholif|IJi:ii." Hell* 

|HiiiU.ii..i fcjj< | r ni - vt ., 1.|ji-1i aiSj tliilt tolli-ll Mtfl'vii'tf IllUbt l*C }U NOlIM 

llU '/in mi; ' . 

.hi •:..!. iii: in' ■•ihiiii: i'-'|iiit(:il } A* Urtind Mumm/iHf iunih\in$Uil*ttl 
I11& f '.iUjuIh isiii hy piii'i'liH&iii^ for llilfi lint UlfLaUt at 
H'Ki'-lit't, mill <rKatiLifi|n'H ) wliifli Jim «r««^t«fii into u 
MiiMjuibiiti: lor i>'i t/msim. An tlj« Admiral left uu 
boil, ili/a 1'aI.uI.i; jiitft&i'il hy ii daughter utter IiJm dcutli 

l.<i tin: < 'mini. (!•' Noiiillrt. 

Tin: iiifiliiti'iji ni' Jjiiuib XJ V., Utiwavttr, ciiulfui\*\*ttd 
ii t\n-ft\y n-&<iinj/tioii of witr, uml llit^'irfi/rr In? bUJOinoljal 

tit': M ill- j ii in llU tjuiralut Ull'l fjLllKl' IlllVttl olJitH.'J'll to 
Ilia i-oiili'iU to ilt:tt:j-|fii|jtj oil the \n'.*t footing tu 

i&tulilibli I.Ik: iki val Hi-iviiit of Kruiiirti. With thib view 
tin: A'liuinil, iiii'l iin ul/h- lutiuiiiibtrator, uauiud M. 
JtcniLii, f/iiv. in mi i:\u\ntntUt im-moir, whi<:h iliii uot 

ijilltt: a.ri:oril Willi thu heal, |irof<'bbiouuJ opinion*, but 
Jlil (/ur&lit: with liiO'rh Lui'L minis J'OUlJil to it, mi*l gAVtf 

lOhJ it nil hits i-iii -.iy t y ami bujijiort. Ju May, J OKI, ilia 
I h t gm: iji; Al;fi:iiind hii'l i:i|ftlhr<i ii <!utholu: Miwioimry wlw 

Altjt i)im:b. UJ|I | |, (l iii D XIV., ih-biiiii^ to jjijiiibh thib auiliuiity, 
oi'li:i't.'l an rfc|i<:<litl'jJi to hit littf'l out at Toulon, of 
whii'h tin MiiH|ilib I >il t/tHblHi bhoiihl tukij llltt liOW- 

HV\'J. iiiiiinl. It wiia tin-. I'^th July, \UH'2 t ht-fom th« tU[WL* 

ihull nitl J<:il it riillbibtril ol' I n\l\\l* ul' WW, Willi 'I 

lili: ah)]ib wIjJ'Ii Wiib joincil ut Hi'tt With othtr W\U*A- 

limb uiiihr l)t: Toiirvillif uml J>« J/Jlrry, bo tlmt tb« 
Muii|u)b I'oiiikI hiuibcir ut tlio huini of a ilttist of 11 
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of war, 15 galleys, and 5 bomb- vessels of such 1682. 
e as carried 2 mortars and 4 guns. With this — 
he, on the 21st, bombarded Algiers, under a mur- 
18 fire from the castles on shore, but without much 
i on either side. From consideration of weather or 
• casualties it was the 16th August before he was 
led to make another bombardment. During a ineffectual 
night the Chevalier de Tourville, in " Le Vigi- bombard- 
'* towing in the gun-boat, " La Cruelle," M. de 
tz, went up close under the French on one side, 
5 " Le Vaillant," M. de Beaulieu, in like manner, 
d in " La Menacante," M. de Goiton. Similar 
ks were made by the Chevalier de L'Hery in 
Prudent," with "La Brulante," M. de Scor- 
;" and by M. Forant, in " L'Etoile," with " La 
Iroyante," M. de Boislye. Tbe attack was under 
lirection of the Captain of the bombardment, M. 
amelin, who had been appointed by the King him- 
;o assist the Marquis, as a first-rate artillery officer, 
the landsman, utterly without any experience, 
ed unequal to a duty that was quite new to him, 
naval officers fouled their anchors and took up 
ig positions, and so mismanaged the bombs that 
fell amongst the shipping, and frightened the 
rs so much that they jumped into the sea. To 
3nt these explosions they drowned the shells, 
h accordingly could no longer explode. Seeing 
state of things, De Tourville and De L'Hery 
upon themselves to bring back the vessels, and 
hastened to report themselves to Du Quesne on 
1 the flag-ship ; when it was agreed to apprise the 
ster of Marine that they considered the further 
ress of the affair impracticable. M. ltenau, how- 
wrote to the Admiral, urging a second trial, on 
h the Marquis consented to make another attempt 
he 30th, and, these blunders being prevented, the 
>ss was more complete, and a considerable devas- 
n was effected ; so that on the 4th September 
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1682. Le Vacher, the Consul, was sent out by the Dey to 

_ Z~ learn the conditions on which the French fleet would 
Du Quesne 

returns to quit the Port of Algiers. What was the result of thii 
Toulon. negotiation is not stated, but Du Quesne was satisfied, 
and carried back his fleet to Toulon. The experiment 
of bombs on ship-board is said not to have been 
previously attempted, and that this was the peculiar 
invention of M. Renau here attempted l . 

The Algerines were, nevertheless, not sufficiently 
humbled by the bombardment they had experienced, 
and continued their depredations on French commerce 
to so great an extent that the King confided a second 

1683. expedition in 1683 to the Marquis Du Quesne. A 
Du Quesne night attack, similar to the one related, took place on 
ALriersrad ^ ie 26th June, but no result was then obtained. In 
obtains the the night of the 27th a second bombardment destroyed 
release of ^e palace and a large extent of the town, and Le 
slaves. Vacher was again sent out to inquire conditions. The 

Marquis replied, "An absolute release and surrender of 
every French slave in their possession." When, after 
many delays, they sent out 142, the Admiral refused 
to believe that these could be all, and, after the threat 
of continuing the siege, 126 more were produced on the 
30th ; and at length 546 French subjects of both sexes 
were restored to liberty. During the discussion a 
revolution of some kind occurred in Algiers, in which 
the Dey was deposed, and a Pirate-Admiral named 
Mezzo-Morto was proclaimed King. This occasioned 

1 Bernard Renau is a character of considerable estimation in 
French military history. He was a very captivating little man, 
who was taken up as a youth by Colbert, and was adopted as a 
brother by the two daughters of tho Intendant, the Princess of 
Carpagne and Madame de Barbanoon. Thus adopted by fortune, 
he ambitioned greatness for a great artillerist, became a disciple 
of Vauban, and not only invented shells, but wrote " La Theorie 
de la Manoeuvre des Vaisseaux." Philip V. begged his grandfather 
Louis XIV. to let him have M. de Renau in the service of Spain, 
and accordingly he endeavoured to retake Gibraltar, but failed 
notwithstanding all his ingenuity. 
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ew bombardment of the unhappy town, which was 1684. 
tinued till the 18th, when the Admiral, finding his ~~ 
rder and ball beginning to fail, carried back the 
it to Toulon, bringing with him all the redeemed 
ves. The following . year, in June, 1684, a depu- 
tion arrived to make every submission in their 
>wer to the King of France ; which Louis XIV. 
ttepted with all the presumption of his character. 
In 1684 the Genoese Republic came under the anger 
ILe Grand Monarque, and he fitted out a fleet, which 
ras entrusted to the Marquis Du Quesne and Chevalier 
De Tourville, which left the port of Toulon on the 5th 
May. It carried with it M. de Seignelay, the Secre- 
tary of Marine ; and was composed of fifteen ships of 
war, twenty galleys, and ten gun-boats, besides fire- 
ships, all which arrived before Genoa on the 17th May. Du Quesne 
The negotiations between the Minister and the Senate Qe™^* 1 * 18 
not having had a good result, the guns were opened 
from the town upon the fleet, and Du Quesne ordered 
the bombs to be launched upon the city. This con- 
tinued for seven days, when there was a respite ; 
during which M. de Seignelay reopened negotiations, 
and sent M. de Bonrepos, under a flag of truce, on 
shore: and on his return, the marines were landed 
from the vessels at S. P. d' Arena, to the number of 
8800 men, each man carrying with him provision 
for three days, and the Duke de Montemart was 
given the command of the force, having De Tour- 
ville and De L'Hesy to serve under him ; while 
Le Chevalier de Noailles, with ten galleys, accom- 
panied the march by sea. The Admiral, having con- 
tinued to bombard till the 28th, went to sea, leaving 
the land expedition to carry out M. de Seignelay' s object. 

The Genoese command was the last at which the 1688. 
Marquis Du Quesne assisted. He had attained the age Death of 
of seventy-five, and was glad to seek the repose of his u ^ ue8n ' 
family in Paris, where he died on the 2nd February, 
1688. 
yol. m. $ c 
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1GSS. It is exceedingly difficult, with the utmost desire to 
.. ~ be impartial and to extend justice to the character of 
uJEl" my Warriors, whether home or foreign, to estimate 
c L ,, J* eU T P ro P f -' r 'y * ne character of a French hero. The national 
military records pitch their pipe equally to all of their com- 
\>\<>%r.\\Aiy. patriots in the highest key. Every warrior of their 
nation, whether ancestral or contemporaneous, is 
" Grand." Accordingly, M. Richter gives us the "Vis 
du Marquis I>u Quesne, dit Le Grand Du Quesne." 
But it would be difficult to understand how the gallant 
Admiral merited this high distinction. It does not 
appear, even from his own biographer's account, that 
he captured more than one or two single ships in the 
whole of his service, although he was several tunes 
severely wounded in actions with the enemy. His 
naval actions were all gunnery, and not one of them 
was a decisive one. Yet he was by no means deficient 
in any of the Lest qualities of a naval officer, and had 
bad a v(;ry long experience of active service. So that 
it was with great justice that Louis XIV. addressed 
him, saying, " Monsieur Du Quesne, un homme qui 
a servi aussi longtemps et aussi utilement que vous 
doit se reposer. Ceux qui vont commander dans la 
Marine suivront vos lecons et vos exemplea: ce sera 
encore vous qui conduirez mes flottes." 
I)n Qtu-ftne M. Kiohter renders what he calls " Parallele da 
|» P r '*""»P- grand JJu Quesne et du c&ebre Kniter," but this 
cotntisi'rffl on b r turns out to be that they were both born in 
with \ht the fisherman grade of society, and were brought up 
hy'hift' ^y ^her» of the same condition, and that both served 
iHogniplicr. against the Algerine corsairs, bat this certainly does 
not justify this conclusion very jauntily arrived at: 
" Flusieurs historiens assurent que Kuiter est le plus 
grand homme de rner qui ait paru, mais Du Quesne fat 
son vainqueur." J)e Kuyter was in truth the greatest 
rnari of his age, hut history denies that he was ever con- 
quered by Du Querfne ; and to institute any comparison 
between the two is to compare a lamp with a candle. 
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In person Admiral Du Quesne was a spare, thin 1688. 
man, but of good height and healthy air. He was ~~ 
of a very ruddy countenance, which set off his white 
moustache and hair with a singular character, so that 
with his bold daring air he obtained the sobriquet of 
" Cent Diables." He conducted his very difficult pro- Du 
fessional career with a steadiness of principle that com- Q ue ? ne ' 8 
pares advantageously with his contemporary, Marshal Protest- 
Turenne. Like that great man he was born a Pro- antism. 
testant, and resisted all the unworthy attempts that 
were made by his King to induce him to change his 
religion for the sake of his interests. His messmates, 
MM. du Tourville and d'Estre*es, were elevated to 
the rank of Marshals of France, but Du Quesne 
never attained higher rank than Lieutenant-General 
des Armees Navales. On this subject the Admiral had 
an audience of Louis XIV. at Versailles, when the King 
told him, " Vous &tes Protestant, et vous savez mes 
intentions la-dessus." To which Du Quesne boldly 
answered, " True, Sire, I am Protestant, but I always 
regarded my services as being Catholic." 

The Marquis du Quesne died at Paris in his seventy- Bigotry 
eighth year ; but even in his death he was proscribed ref\i»Q» him 
in respect to his religion. He was refused burial in ^ own 
France, and his son was obliged to carry his corpse country. 
to Aubonne, in the Protestant State of Berne, where 
it was committed to the ground with decency, respect, 
and honour. It is to be hoped that we have in 
these days attained to a proper estimate of the folly 
as well as the discredit of this war against the dead. 
Du Quesne has now been in his grave nearly 200 years, 
and how very small the " Grande Monarque" appears 
in comparison with his great subject. What Sovereign 
would now-a-days dare to act in a manner recognized 
by the age to be as ridiculous as it is unchristian l ? 

1 Vie du Marquis du Quesne, par Itichter ; Vie de Ruy ter, par 
Brandt ; Drames Maritimes, par Eugene Sue ; Biographic Uni- 
verselle. 
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CORNELLS TROMP, OR VAN TROMP. 



ADMIRAL-GENERAL OF HOLLAND. 



HornlG20. Died 169 1. 



1 021). TirrH distinguished sea-officer was the eldest son of 
bin more distinguished father, whom his countrymen 
described on his tomb as the "Thunderbolt of War." 
To avoid the confusion incident to two leaders of the 
Mime name, in the same age, I havo distinguished the 
Hon by the popular error of the name of Van Tromp* 
Tromp the father had three sons, of whom Cornelif 
wan the eldest, who wan altogether a child of the 
Hea, for his father never went on shipboard after 
he was nhle to Ktanrl on IiIh legs that he did not take 
him out to sea with liirn. He was already in com- 

1050. rnand of a ship before he lost his father, and in 1050 
was in action, under Admiral Van Galen, against the 
Harbary corsairs. Tn 1052 ho had a command under 
the Maine Admiral, whom ho accompanied to the Medi- 
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kettanean. Here, on the 0th September, be attacked 1052. 
Hae Levant fleet of the English, between Elba and ^^/^ 
Ifonte Christo* Van Tramp's vessel fullered so much with tb* 
in the action that he removed from it to the com- Bog***^ 
fesand of the " Phoenix," which Van Galen had cap- 
tared in the fight, and had carried into the neutral 
port of Leghorn, whither also the English squadron 
pixaeeeded ; whose Commodore (Appleton) resolred to 
n&apturc the " Phoenix," and, with this view, at the Onlkot 
dt*d of night of the 20th November be sent Captain %$£* 
Cos with three boats manned with resolute seamen, Kogfeb. 
who, with considerable address, seized an opportunity 
of Ixxarding the ressel ; which took Tromp by surprise, 
when, finding himself unable to cope with the enemy, 
lie a&d his crew took to their boats or jumped into the 
sea, and abandoned the " Phoenix" to Captain Cox, 
who, a* soon as he regained possession, at once put to 
sou w;th a fresh crew on board, and carried her off in 
the sjght of the Dutch fleet, who could not follow her 
in consequence of her superior sailing qualities. 

There were two English squadron* at this time in 
the Mediterranean, the one commanded bv Commodore 
Appkton, arid the other by Commodore Bodley, The 
former La/1 been engaged near the port of Leghorn with 
Van Galen, in the affair just described, and still re- 
uoiufA 1 ring close to the Dutch squadron ; the other 
was cruiz;ng off Porto-Longone in Elba, with eight 
ship* </f war and a fire-ship. The Grand Duke of 
Tuscan y, offended at the violence of Appleton towards 
hU iHxteh z\Yum, ordered him either to restore the 
** Vssttiix" or leave the port with his squadron. To 
depart, Lower er, was not wholly without danger, for 
Vat Galen, with sixteen men-of-war, lay ready to 
intercept the squadron. An order was immediately 1059. 
sent to JJodJey U* bring up his squadron, which junc- ^J*f 
tion was effected on the 11th 31 arch, 1053. An Engfefc. 
action ensued, not very clearlv narrated, in which the 
Ditch blew up the " Bona venture," 44, Van Tromp, 
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1658. commanding tho " Moon," attacked the " 8imwo, M l fl 
"~ 80, which ho Bunk ; and the flag-ship of Appleton, ■* 
the " Leopard," 52, was captured. Tho " Levant 
Merchant," 2S, and tho " Pilgrim," 80, had a better 
fortune. Dut tho Dutch lost their Admiral Van 
Galon, whoso right log was carried off by a cannon* 
shot nt tho first encountor, and he died a week after 
tho action had terminated, on tho 28 rd March. Van 
Tromp hail an opportunity now afforded him of 
ovineing his nautical talents, as ho waa now pro- 
moted to tho rank of Rear- Admiral of tho Amsterdam 
Admiralty ; and ho appears to have continued in tho 
command of the fleet of tho United Provinces in the 
Mediterranean • until tho peace concluded bctwoen 

105 1. Holland and Kngland, on the 15th April, 105-1, not- 
withstanding the lamentable death of his father, the 
Urave old Tromp, who was killed in action on tho pre- 
vious 10th August, 105!). 

A war, however, still continued in tho north, 
hetween Sweden and Poland, and tho Dutch Govern- 
ment, in order to protect their commerce in the 
Baltic, sent a fleet to tho Sound, tho command of 
which was given to Admiral Opdam, with Do Uuyter 
and Tromp under him, who landed at Copenhagen 

1(550. on the S)th Juno, 1050. Hero they rendezvoused a 
considerable fleet, consisting of forty-two sail, which 
appeared before the port of Dantzick in July, at that 
time blockaded by the Swedes, who immediately 
lifted the blockade, and sailed away. A treaty of 
peace between the States and tho belligerents was, 
however, concluded at Killing in ScptcmWr, and in con- 
sequence Opdam was recalled to Holland with thirty 
ships of war, leaving Van Tromp at Dantzick with 
twelve sail and a land force; hut in tho following 
October the Rear- Admiral was also recalled, and the 
soldiers were left behind and added to tho garrison of 
the fortress. 

Do Uuyter was at that timo very actively and 
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'With great distinction employed both in the Baltic 1663. 
and against the Algerines constantly, and was accom- 
panied by Van Tromp. On the 1st January, 1663, 
however, we read, that the Rear-Admiral reached 
Alicant in command of a squadron of twelve ships 
of war, and after a conference with De Ruyter pro- 
ceeded to Leghorn. Here, on the 18th March, he 
received from De Ruyter the direction to take the 
Mediterranean command, as he was summoned back 
to Holland. At the commencement of 1664 Tromp 1664. 
was constantly chasing the Algerines, whose piratical V 01 ?? 
vessels he captured, and whose slaves he released. But the 
the injury that these barbarians occasioned the Dutch Algerines. 
commerce had arisen to such a pitch that the States 
laid a plan before the Kings of England, France, and 
Spain, to unite in a common expedition to punish and 
destroy these nests of pirates ; but, for various reasons, 
the three Courts were indisposed to listen to the propo- 
sition. Accordingly, Holland determined on taking the 
matter in hand by herself, and De Ruyter accordingly 
was despatched with a fleet, which reached Algiers 
on the 19th June ; and, after bringing the Regency of 
Algiers to terms, proceeded on the first days of October 
to coast the African shores where the English had 
committed hostilities. I cannot find that Van Tromp 
either joined De Ruyter while in the Mediterranean, or 
went with him on his African expedition, and there- 
fore suppose that he retained his command towards 
the Levant and Black Sea until he was recalled home 
on the declaration of the war against England in 
1665. At this time the States made a promotion 1665. 
among their sea-officers, and Van Tromp was included 
in the number of Vice- Admirals. 

The old rivalry between the Dutch and English 
induced both sides to make great exertions to carry on 
the war by sea, and Holland sent forth a fleet of 103 
ships of war, 7 yachts, 12 fire-ships, and 12 galiots, 
mounting 4809 guns, and manned by 11,631 men. 
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1605. This armament was commanded by Opdam in chief, 
"" having Evcrtz, Cortenaer, Stellingwerf, Van Tromp, I 
and Scham commanding squadrons under him. 

About the end of May the contending fleets put to 
sea. The English, under the command of the Duke of 
York, brother of the King, was supported by Prince 
Rupert and the Karl of Sandwich, haying Sir John 
Lawson, Sir John Ayscough, and Sir Christopher 
Mings, all Vice- Admirals of established reputation. 
Opdam, Sieur de Wassenaar, commanded the Dutch, 
agisted by all the Vice- Admirals named above. I 
proceed to give the full detail of the celebrated battle 
of Solcbay from the Dutch naval historian, Gerard 
Drandt, but it is necessary to explain that from the 
difference of style at this period employed in England 
this battle is dated by them the 3rd June. 
0«ranl^ " I now approach the bloody battle of the 14th June, 

iiamifm- wu ^°b was 80 disadvantageous to Holland and her 
of thf allies. The two fleets met in the North Sea, at about 
Erst huttlij j. en i ea « U( .g N.E. quarter N. from the town of Lowes- 

toff. It has been stated that two days previous to the 
battle the Dutch had the advantage of the wind with- 
out profiting by it, although such a circumstance is 
deemed of great importance in maritime combats. 
The fight commenced at daybreak. A great portion 
of the Dutch officers acquitted themselves of their duty 
with their accustomed bravery ; but there were others 
who kept in the offing, indulging in a distant idle can- 
nonade. However, about two o'clock p.m. the Dutch 
flag -ship, ' Concord/ 84, with the Admiral and a craw 
of COO men, blew up ; but it is not quite certain 
whether this fatal accident was occasioned by her 
own people or by the fire of the enemy. The 
Lieutenant-Admiral Cortenaer, who should have suc- 
ceeded to the chief command after Opdam, had been 
previously struck down by one of the first shots 
fired at five in the morning, when the pilot of hit 
flag-ship, losing his head, allowed the vessel to 
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drift away as though she had lost her rudder. 1665. 
These unforeseen calamities, becoming known in the 
midst of the most fearful storm of powder and shot 
that had ever been witnessed, occasioned such a terror 
in the Dutch fleet that, without rhyme or reason, some 
of the ships sailed away, and the others followed, they 
knew not why. It was thought extraordinary at the 
time that the enemy did not sooner profit by these 
occurrences. Nevertheless, three vessels of the line 
were caught by a fire-ship at a moment when all were 
fouled together, and the whole three sunk and perished 
at one blow. Some of the ships, nevertheless, defended 
themselves by a vigorous resistance. The English 
Vice-Admiral, Sir John Lawson, after he had exceeded 
all he had ever done before, was mortally wounded, as 
well as Rear-Admiral Samson. Ley, Earl of Marl- 
borough, serving as a private Captain in the ' Old 
James,' 70, was killed in the act of retaking the 
* Montague,' 58, Captain Carlstake, that had struck to 
the Dutch. Weston, Earl of Portland, in a similar 
capacity, fell in the bed of honour half an hour before. 
The Dutch, on their side, besides Admiral Opdam, 
lost Vice- Admiral Stellingworf, Captain Bankert, and 
many other officers of distinction. Van Tromp ap- The Dutch 
pears to have assumed the command of the retreating ~f* . 
fleet, and accompanied the fifty-eight or sixty ships of 
war, of which it still consisted, to the Vlie ; and was 
followed at a distance by the enemy. The Dutch ships 
were thus enabled to separate in their courses, some 
retiring to Wielingen, in the Meuse, and others to the 
Goree. These were, nevertheless, on their arrival, 
ill-treated by their own countrymen. Admiral Evertz, Rage of the 
on showing himself at the Brilie, was recognized as ^ ce " 
one of the defeated Admirals by the mob, and thrown 
into the water, in which he would assuredly have been 
drowned but for the interference of the soldiery. This 
brave and distinguished officer had, however, no 
difficulty in justifying himself before the Council 



4fi4 CORNKI.Ifl VAN TIIOMP, 

1005. of War, from whom ho received tho prniwi ho mcritd 
~~ for liiH conduct in ilm fiction." Tho Dutah witlmr 
cxprcNHCH )um iuilu]i]Hlitiif*iii Ui ill tho Duke of York XA 
not muturn Iiih good fortune by a mori 1 union t |mrnuii» 
tuid iliiH wum tho opinion of K upland ahm, 
A (•iMincil The Dutch Council of Wnr wan aioiomblod at the 
". . i". r .- Ti'xi'l, to linvi' brought before it every officer who wm 

rollllf'IIIIIH " * 

wviTiil accuHod of miHcouductiug hi nine If. Van Trotnp wu 

ofHiiTN who | IIM „ |1( | I'l-c-HifliMit ; anil it wiim composed of threo Vice* 

(loiipihrir Admiral^ thn-c Ki*nr- AdmiriilM, and mivmi Captain*. 

duty; «* |„ \,\ U) iiifpiiry they first examined thoao who liwl 

net tho example of tho retreat; and it wnn found 

that Homo of tho nhipN had neither killed nor wounded 

among their rrewn, nor an atom of damage to tho hiilli 

and rigging of their nhipM, nor any appearance of thu 

alightcHt derangement. After tho tnn4 Hcardiing 

iwpiiry three CaptainM were condemned to Ixi n!ifvt v 

and three otherH hud their mwohIm broken over thflif 

headH and declared unworthy of future dignity or 

employment, and three morn hmt their com mi Minn*. 

The pilot of (Wtcnacr'H nhip, who had behaved n 

diHgraccfiilly, whh diHtingu'iMhcd hy tho further infamy 

of being paraded at tho foot of a gihlwt Irtiforo tho 

whole town, with a cord round hi* neck, anil marched 

off into perpetual hiiiiiHhmeut, under pain of finding ft 

true halter if ho ever ventured to return. " 

And nlwi On the other hand, the Council wan not unnpnring 

ri'wiiniN j n n , wan | H . (!||t»tain do Ilium who had captured the 

MNHM1 WllO 7 f ■ 

had di»- " Charity" from the Mugl'iidi, nnd had brought it into 
tiiitfiiiiiliMl J >ti« # €sli waterH, received l() f (M)() livreiV rowanl. Van 

(•• W 111*44' I VI'H< 

' Tromp wiim elevated to tho rank of Lieutenant-Admiral 
of the College of tho Me one, in tho ploeo of (JorUf- 
mier t who had heeu killed ; mid it wan ovon mooted 
whether ho nhould not miccccd to tho command of 
tho Meet in tho place of Opdam ; but, first and 
forcmoHt, ho wiim an OmugciMt, and thereforo tho 1)& 
Witt party wiih prejudiced agaiunt him. Moreover, 
it wiim evident that ho wan of that claim of men who 



I 
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get into brouillerie8 1 ; for not only on this and on 1665. 
a former occasion, but in a more serious misunder- 
standing with I)e Ruyter, later in his career, he got 
himself by this habit into serious trouble, and was 
for a time shelved from employment. It was known 
that he was a man of courage, and that the seamen 
loved him ; and, moreover, his name was a " tower of 
strength." Ultimately when De Ruyter was de- 
spatched on another service he was named to the 
chief command of the home fleet, but with that fatal Tromp ap- 
gift, the resource of all Eepublicans, the Admiral was j^^kf 
to have three Civilian Deputies associated with his command, 
command. Before, however, Van Tromp could do 
more than give the most active superintendence to 
the refitting of the fleet and preparing it to go to 
'sea, news arrived on the 6th August that De Ruyter 
had arrived back at the mouth of the Ems, on his 
return from his African cruise. 

This incident influenced very considerably the 
future career of our hero. De Ruyter had a name of 
great renown, and was, moreover, warmly attached by 
friendship to the Pensionary and the Republican party 
in the States. No time was lost therefore in giving Tromp is 
him the command that' had been, as we have seen, so .superseded 
unwillingly conferred on Van Tromp. Accordingly, command 
the States came to this resolution : " It has been bv De 
judged meet by the States- General that, under the uy 
direction of the Deputies and Plenipotentiaries of 
their High Mightinesses, MM. Huggins, De Witt, 
and John Boreel, Michel De Ruyter, Lieutenant Ad- 
miral of Holland and West Friesland, should command 
in chief in the expedition about to sail, having under 

1 This word is not translatable in the sense I would employ 
it here. It is not that Cornells was quarrelsome, nor was he hot 
and given to broils, as the word might impute; but he was 
rather deficient in tact, so that in the case before us he was 
touchy upon the opinions of the civilians in regard to the want 
of success in the fleet, and thus made himself enemies. 
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HMSff. him Admiral Kvurtx, Lieutenant-Admiral Corndii 
~~ 'J'romp, &a\. lint should it liiipjicii by any unforeseen 
occurrence Lieutenant- Admiral J)u Jtuyter should not 
be in a condition to exercise this charge, Lieutenant- 
Ailiiiirul Tromp should succeed him in the same 
quality and enjoy tin* same prerogatives, and have tlie 
same superintendence and direction of the fleet," Ac. 
Tmmp This resolution of the (Jovcruiiicnt wan signified 

n-n»u«Ui t t , Jl«.«.f, ut the Texel by the Deputies, and all 
iMM'ond In promised tu conform to their pleasure excepting Van 
lomiimiul. 'jVomp. Hi) declared that ho would not go to aea 
under another after the, chief command had been con- 
{erred on himself; and Holicited that if it waa the plca- 
Hiire of the States to give tins command to Do Jtuyter 
that they would discharge him from the charge they 
rontinued to repose iu him, wince ho ahould always 
act against the grain and not with hia accustomed 
/eal and attaelimeut to the service, lie therefore 
gave this declaration into the hand** of thu Deputies : 
" That if, after having had all the care and trouble 
of preparing the fleet for sea, he was to be made to 
Herve in the chief command under another, he would 
rather not go to sea at all." On the refusal of Trump 
being made known to the States of Holland, they made 
iliiH declaration to the (jovcruiucut : — 

ItarliirnUou " Nohle, venerable, and prudent cut lemon, 

nl Lint 

DrjiuLieM. " VVe have heard with surprise and displeasure 

that Lieu tenant- Admiral Tromp has taken iu bad part 
that we have selected Lieutenant-Admiral do Jtuyter 
for the chief command of the fleet, so that he refuses 
to continue hiw service and to go with it to sea. 
Nevertheless, we have persuaded ourselves that when 
he Hhall have Hcriomdy reflected on an affair of so much 
importance that affects the national good, and mate- 
rially his own reputation, ho will take a wiser alter- 
native. If he bhould have the imprudence to persist 
iu this resolution we mijbt leave him to his own way, 
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but, as the service of the State cannot be compromised 1665. 
by so unreasonable an infatuation, you will cause the 
fleet to go forthwith to sea, and you will advise us as 
to the final resolution of the said Lieutenant- Admiral 
Tromp, that we may take steps accordingly, &c. 

" Done at the Hague, 13th August, 1665. 

« 

" By order, 

"Hebbebt Van Beaumont." 

Our hero, listening to the more prudent council of Tromp 
his friends, remained on board his flag-ship, " Friend- * 0J ^£ h to 
ship," and went to sea with the fleet. serve under 

The change in the naval commander having effected ^ Kuyter. 
an alteration in the opinion of the public as to the 
expediency of associating civilians with so experienced 
an Admiral as De Ruyter, the matter came under 
renewed discussion, many doubting whether the Pen- 
sionary De Witt should be absent on board the fleet 
when the Government of the country desired his 
presence and concurrence on shore. But he would not 
permit himself to be turned from the resolution which 
had appointed him to go out with the Admiral, saying, 
" the preservation of his person was second in his con- 
sideration to the prosperity of the State. That the 
good or ill success of a second naval battle might 
altogether consolidate or ruin the existence of his 
country." 

The three Deputies having come on board the flag- The Dutch 
ship, Van Tromp put to sea with the fleet on the 15th ^J^ 
August, passing out of the Texel by the narrow passage but fail to 
known as the " Spaniards-Gat," which was so success- 5? ee *j. t { ie 
fully effected, under a westerly wind, as that not a 
single ship touched the ground in the passage. The 
command of the fleet still rested with him until De 
Ruyter' s arrival : it consisted of 96 ships of war, and 
23 yachts and fire-ships, under the subordinate direction 
of Lieutenant- Admirals Van der Hulst, De Liefde, the 
two Evertzs, and Bankert. The land, however, was 
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1GC5 scarcely cleared when Do Ruytcr, with his flag on the 
" Dclflandt," 70, assumed the command and sailed 
away straight for the Danish coast. On receiving 
moro correct information of the whereabout of the 
English fleet, which was reported to consist of 70 
ships of war, cruising in the North Sea, Do liuyterput 
the head of his Meet towards the coast of Norway ; 
when, on arriving at Bergen, lie found he must have 
passed the enemy on the 2 1th or 25th without know- 
ing it. On the 10th September a fearful storm was 
encountered which separated the ships of the fleet, 
and Tromp, witli 14 sail, did not again return to the 
Admiral's flag till the fleet returned to the Vlie, on the 
17th September. The storm of the 10th had of course 
fallen on the fleet of the Earl of Sandwich as it 
had done on that of Do Kuyter, but the greater 
part of the English ships had already found refuge 
The in Solebay, and was thus enabled to take the sea with 

KngliHh fi0 much expedition that, on the 18th, when off the 
four Dutch Doggcrbaiik, four Dutch ships of war, endeavouring to 
ships of rejoin their fleet, fell into the midst of an English 
squadron, when "lluis de Swieten," 70, "Paul 
de Zeland," " Lc Cavalier do Guoldrc," 46, and 
"Paul d'Enkhuisc," were obliged to strike, after a 
courageous resistance. A few days later the Eng- 
lish cruisers had the good fortune to meet with 
18 sail of merchantmen, all of which they cap- 
tured or destroyed. Lord Sandwich, in his report of 
this transaction, claims also to have made "above a 
thousand prisoners. 1 ' Doth fleets continued to cruise 
in the North Sea, exposed to many casualties, but 
De Ituvtcr withdrew behind the Texel on the 3rd 
November, without having had the opportunity he 
so much desired of encountering the English 
fleet. 
1GGG. Ju January, 1000, the French King declared war 
against. England, and great preparations were made by 
the States to put to sea a fleet of more than usual 
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magnitude, which was to have the co-operation of a 1666. 
French fleet in the ensuing campaign. A new flag-ship 
was constructed, called " The Seven Provinces," 8D, on 
which De Ruyter hoisted his flag on the 11th April, 
with which he himself went to sea to obtain some news 
of the expected French fleet, which, however, was not 
to he heard of; and it was the first days of June before 
the fleet quitted the Texel. De Kuyter had, as before, 
the command in chief; but in the commission thus 
given Lieutenant- Admiral Van Nes was to succeed him 
in the first place, and Van Tromp in the second. The The 
fleet mustered 85 ships of war and frigates, carrying fl ^ 
altogether 584 guns and 22,500 men. The English assembled 
fleet, that was now assembled in the Thames, under Si 
the united command of Monk, Duke of Albemarle, and 
Prince Rupert, numbered 81 ships of war, beside fire- 
ships and small craft, carrying nearly 700 guns and 
21,000 men. The Admirals commanding the squadrons 
were Sir Christopher Mings, Sir George Ayscough, 
Sir William Berkeley, Sir Thomas Allen, Sir John 
Harman, Sir Thomas Tiddyman, <fcc. Van Tromp, with 
Meppel, commanded a detached Dutch squadron, con- 
sisting of twenty-nine ships of war and frigates, besides 
fire-ships and small craft. A great number of French 
and Italian noblemen were received on board the 
Dutch flag-ships to witness the expected battle ; and 
the celebrated painter William Van de Velde was 
prepared to describe the action with his best colours. 
In these days the Dutch was the popular service on The Dutch 
the Continent ; the English were only known to the ^^i™ 
civilized world through the medium of the French service at 
literature, which painted them as given to suicide in this time * 
November, and as selling their wives in open market, 
and as the " king-killers," all in a style that pleased 
Le Grand Monarque, and the petty sovereigns who 
aspired to walk in his steps of self-sufficiency, pomp and 
vanity, and morality, and who could not endure that 
the English should come in any way " between the 
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1000. wind am I their nobility," — " main nmiiitenant on « 

.., ~7 chailtfi'i tout «:i7lsi..** 

JlrurxU'it '" relating tin: battle that cnaued I will ajfuiii Avail 

«m>iiiitof ui^Hilf of tin: lJutch account of it by (hirard Hraiidt. 
Ih-1w!m'ii ° At about noon of the 1 1th Juno, the HritUh Meet wu 
AIlN;nmrlif Keen bearing down upon that of Holland, umler th« 
Itii Ut " u K °* * ,h<! ' ,,, k |5 °* Albemarle, but hi* colleague J'riiiws 
Rupert had been detached to look afW the French 
licet under tin; I)iic do Beaufort, reported flmt erro- 
ncouiilyj to he coming up to join with the- iJntch. 
" On fit I:i pricrc, lo eo«j Hcrvit et Ton di*po*a 
ennui te ton ten Ich autre* cIiomch l . M Tlw Kritflifth 
had the wind, mid the Hca wan no rotjtfh that it 
wan nuccKMary lor tin; lJutch flout to cut their cable* 
and hear nouth. Admirals Tromp and Meppol, whom* 
Kfpjadron wan the rear, became hy thin mauoiuvre the 
fore- Iron t, and earne firwt into action ahout one o'clock, 
lie Kuytcr, with the (;entre f followed noon after. The 
combat, in whieh both partieu showed cijual valour, 
wait Ntubbornly persevered in till nightfall. At about 
half-pant four o'clock an Niitflwh frigate wu.n mink 
under the lire of l)e Jtuyter'n flatf-Nhip, At half' 
pant live the Kn^liwh lleet tacked and liore north- 
east, in order to weather the bank*. In thi* 
niauo;uvre Vice-Admiral Sir William J Berkeley, in 
the " Hwifthurc," 70, with the " Faithful Ueortfe," 
44, and the " Zcvcnwoldcr," 00 Can old Dutch prize), 
wt'.n: cut olf by the lJutch (Ui\tUiinH Adrian/ Swart anil 

1 J \mvn ifivi-h (.lit! JiUrfiil U-rmn of tlio liUb/rUifi, In Urn 
w.Vi-uU-MulU it'idnry fV/tatl.ttuU nii'l UhIIhA'uh wttru »Jfku \u till* 
one m\\n\, thnl. I.h«-y never nuU-rfl into n fight without, hMffjhliftff 
th<:fii«<:lvi:« )nf',n- Lh<: Altni^ltt.y ; 'I Untnu', Jta \UiyUtf, Marl* 
l/oroiij/h, ttti'i .NV|«/ # u fo)l'<wiy| the Mime invariable prjwtb;*; btft 
Niijrol'-on, Wellington, nii'l the wnrrior» of llMt liiotJirni tcbuol, 
tvouM 'hem «o imi'-li piety a» Metho«li*iii or *nj*?ntUt}//tt, V«tt 
Lhi-rc ni<r fi-.w pi-f «/jrj» who ou lUr'tr <hrttl.h-hi4U |Mtiittitly flWllfi tit* 
\\u:i\ uLroki: who <lo not M«:fc for n j;rfiyi^ In their heart* or li|«« 
How thbll w<: ^ilv<r i.h)« \ati\u\ni '( My tulvifjA wouM h* by IImi 
rijoml f-our.i^i: of <b:» trowing it, nii'l thii« nrlurtilfjf( ugain U$ l\m 
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Van der Zaan ; and in the bloody conflict that ensued 16G6. 
Berkeley was killed, and the three ships were boarded 
and taken. Van Tromp, on the following day, was 
unfortunate ; in a collision his flag-ship, the " Pro- 
vince of Utrecht," lost all her masts and bowsprit. 
The " Duivenwoorde " and the " Zeland," belonging to 
Do Buyter's squadron, were both burnt by fire-ships to 
the water's edge ; while the " Great Holland " and 
" Little Holland,' ' the former, the flag-ship of Van Nes, 
escaped a like fate with difficulty. 

In the beginning of the first day's engagement, 
which was very fierce on both sides, Van Tromp's ship 
was so much disabled that he was obliged to go 
on board another vessel ; and another Dutch ship was 
blown into the air between the two Admirals ; never- 
theless this first day's engagement was on the side of 
the Dutch, who sunk first an English ship of fifty, 
and then another of seventy, and afterwards three 
first-rate ships. Night at length put an end to the 
conflict of the first day. 

Van Tromp contrived about midday on the 12th Desperate 
(June 1st) to get into the midst of the English fleet, j^£f 
with five vessels, for which act of undoubted heroism he 
paid dearly. His flag-ship, the " Province d'Utrecht," 
had her sails and rigging cut to pieces, and eighty men 
were put hors de combat. He was once more obliged 
to leave his ship, and actually shifted from ship to 
ship, fighting one after another with various fortune. 
The flag-ship of Van der Hulst, the " Mirror," lost 
her mainmast, and was quite disabled, and more than 
100 men wounded or killed on board, and among the 
latter that brave and distinguished Dutch Admiral 
himself. The " Kalantsoogc," Captain de Haan, and 
" Lebirtz," Captain Van Amstel, were both so mal- 
treated that the Admiral ordered them to bo towed out 
of the line, and carried to the Texel. A fierce contest 
continued, when Van Tromp's dismasted flag-ship was 
in the greatest jeopardy until relieved by De Kuyter, 
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HMWl. mi whom Nuvnriil llrn-Nhli>ii wnrn di routed without affisftti 

JmVnl'Mmh'M, Mm liiliilltujiM of Mm tl»4|f -wit l|JM v OH whtftk 

wiw Mm Ailiiiiriil'ii pavilion fit JfawMfi, worn ntsvtsf 
firoii^ht luw. 

( '"[ ,tl>ra Tlm imtion wit* rmmwfil for Mm third Mum* on tlus 

"Trliim 1 2lf.li. wlmn Mm Kn^liuli Until withdww to thflir flOftjiU 

lluya!" without Mm Iiiiit-h lining in it nnitditlmi to |»uriMlt»i hut 

tnwitnU nvi'iiiujf Miu •* I'fiimii I toy at," Mm InrifisNt Mid 

Imnviimt nliip in Mm Hunt, wliioli hut* Mm whltn ling tit 

. Vii'ii -Aflniiriil Nir (Jnoj'tfit Ayiwnuifh, gut upon Mm 

Uiillo|n-r SujhIh, iiml riiitlil not I in mit oil', TJmre, httfttaft 

hy Mm wiivi'H, ftiiiTouiiditd hy mmuiit'N, nrni fthftluloUfcd 

hy Ilia Jriwidii, t.lm <!jt|itfiii! win* is«itn|inll#ij hy hid own 

«n»w to ntiiKn; hut Mm l>utnh, lutvitt^ Ukun thimi oft 

huiti'il, ittid finding it impotftfililtj to hrilig off Mm " JViimfc 

Itoyiil," mil Imr on Urn und hunmd hnr, 

Arrlvnl Whilu Mom ml of douhtful triumph WIW ill ftltuill 

IttiiMtri. ' °I ,rm ^ on » ,l ih^t witfliU-'l in Mm oiling, whiuh provnd to 
Ijh I'rinru iriijii-rl with twmity-ilvu Null, who, having 
fnilnd to dlwoynr Mm mtpnntnd Irrttindt limit, ruturiifcd 
to Mm |)iik<i of AlhiuiiJirhi'ii Way, On thin, Mm Kiitflifth 
hVnt w«nt iihout, und Monk rnpuirdd on hoard tlm 
* 4 Itoyul Jimma" to nonfnr with Mm J'riuw in the fiiffkt, 
It wiih ri'-bolvr-d with thi* rciuformifitMil to rwmw tli* 
action lor Mm fourth Mom Mm following day, Ami ftt 
nif/ht in Mm morninf/ 0.1m 4th J tlmwiuilwt ittffeift Itfftfjui, 
Liiiif ^ntifil. Ad mi ml Vnn Trump und Uwr- Admiral 
HwimrN hud, hownvi-r, miiJWmI ho tfiiiith that th«y wm* 
hoMi ohli^rd to k<'«|i ojiiito aloof IVoiii thi* fourth tiny'* 
imtion ; imv^rtlmhw, Mm hruvnry our Imro hft*l di* 
phiyi-d in tlm previous* <luy« uddnd (front ly to Mm ftm** 
II in holdimsa in throwing himtfidf in ItlM nripphsd MtiP- 
ditiou into tlm midftt ol' tlm nimmy'tf llwrt, ftlul hi* 
a/hlr<:fc« und iskilt in U\\u\u\t til tout to rn|*d Idtf AMHiiiUuU 
iiltcriiiitrly, WJttt >ii(/iily «• * toilful, I In WW* ohlj^ 
itontinuidly to bhil't Iiim II ft{/ iVriin nun «hi|» of hi# 
m|ijftdron to itnoth«'f f m» that it wo* Mm hmma rtrtfi»rfc 
of Mm Ktitfliieh <'ii|ituiti» ii« i« m^onW of Hiuhurd Hi, 
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in the battle of Bosworth Field, " I think there be six 160G. 
Tromps in the field." — 

Both nations having exhausted their " Io Paeans " 
for a victory that both claimed, the greatest exertions 
were made for the renewal of the conflict, which was 
inevitable between such high-mettled combatants. On 
the 25th July or 1st August the English fleet, consist- 
ing of ninety sail, appeared off the Dutch coast, under 
the command of the same chief officers as before. Vice- 
Admirals Sir John Allen and Sir Jeremiah Smith taking 
the place of Ayscough and Berkeley ; the Dutch fleet, Action off 
under De Ruyter, Evertz, and Van Tromp, immediately j^^nd. 
put to sea (Tromp's flag flying on the "Holland"), Aug. 4. 
and the two fleets encountered one another, in the 
open sea off the North Foreland, bearing S. W. by W., 
at eight leagues' distance. There was scarcely wind 
enough to enable the fleets to form, and this was soon 
succeeded by a dead calm. 

Before a shot was fired, it was remarked with as- Equivocal 
tonishment that Lieutenant- Admiral Van Tromp, with JJJ^ ° f 
his squadron, which was the most numerous in the 
fleet, remained at a distance, with all sails brailed up; 
when this was perceived by the enemy, they fell with 
all their power on De Ruyter and Evertz, who stoutly 
defended themselves against great odds, and dealt 
severe blows on their assailants. It is quite impossible 
to understand what could have been the motive for Van 
Tromp's conduct ; bat this was the language in which 
it was represented by De Ruyter in his despatch to the 
Dutch Government : "Lieutenant- Admiral Tromp, who De 
formed the rear-guard, instead of bringing up his squad- Buyta"'* 
ron, remained still, which permitted the enemy to n Tromp's 
interpose their fleet between him and the other squad- conduct, 
ron of my fleet. I am obliged to say that I never saw 
that he entered into action at all until evening, when 
for a short time he exchanged fire with the blue squad- 
ron of the English. In the meantime, I was exposed 
to the disadvantage of a cruel combat, expecting every 

n h 2 
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l(i(i«). mommt Unit Tromp and Moppcl would come down to 
my assistance, until at length my flag-ship was re- 
duced to a condition of such disablement that I wai 
count ruined to follow those of my fleet who had already 
nailed away. Lieutenant- Admiral Tromp, who was 
with the wind, h:id the means of coming to me, but I 
had an utter impossibility of reaching him, and I 
cannot underHtaud tin* motive of his conduct. Seeing 
myself thus abandoned. J had no alternative but a 
retreat.' 1 Van Trump's own account of the affair was as 
Ii-imipV follows: " Yesterday the enemy, consisting of ninety 
ilffi'iiii'. hji j^ u ff u|i | il>( i , 1H un ,l,. r ft ii L .ft,l calm. I had the com- 
mand oft lie rear-guard, and vvus opposed hy the English 
blue Hmiadroii, under Sir Jeremiah Smith. I broke the 
line of the enemy with my squadron, in order that I 
might have the wind, and hy this means I also cut off 
the Kngli>h squadron from their fleet, and we thus con- 
tended until night, when they fled, and I pursued them 
through the hours of dark hens; hut in the morning we 
fnii i id ourselves in -nr the (iullopcr, whence we sailed to 
join Admiral lluytcr; hut the enemy, whom we had 
l>cuteii f now returned upon us, and followed in our wake 
till nightfall, when the entire fleet of the enemy arrived." 
" We were ignorant where to find our Admiral, 
or we should have exerted every diligence to have 
joined him; hut, exposed to the whole fleet of the 
enemy, we had no other courso to pursue but to sail 
lor WeiliiiL'eu, w here we have arrived this morning." 
A paper- war ensued between the two Admirals, when 
the Statr>-<ieiieral, seeing a deadly feud likely to arise 
bet ween their two greatest naval officers, and much 
eiuhaiTasM'd from the fact that they were respectively 
connected with the two great parties in the State, 
the lu-puhlicaiiH and Orangcists, named Commissioners 
to impure into the aflair. The Pensionary l)u Witt, 
chief of the licpiihlicau party, entered into the dispute 
with his aceiihtoiucd energy, and it was considered to 
haw hi-t-ii mainly owing to his influence that thev ar- 
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rived at this award: namely, that Lieutenant- Admiral 1667. 
Tan Tromp did not in his statement at all agree with 
the evidence given by Admiral de Ruyter and the other 
officers of the fleet, and it was manifest that the public 
credit required that the disagreement should be ap- 
peased, and they recommended that Van Tromp, who had 
evinced such an irreconcilable hatred for De Ruyter, 
should be superseded. The States-General confirmed the 
finding of the Commission, and summoned Van Tromp 
before them at the Hague, where he appeared at their bar 
on the 23rd of the same month, and was informed by 
De Witt that their High Mightinesses had revoked his Tramp's 

commission of Lieutenant- Admiral of the Admiralty of commiwion 

revoked. 
Amsterdam, and they forbade him to return to the fleet 

or to quit the Hague without their permission, for 

they feared that disorders might be excited by the 

crews of the war-ships who were devoted to him. 

The Count d'Estrades, on hearing of Van Tromp's Loui* XIV. 

dismissal, immediately proposed, on the part of the offers ^ m , 

ft COIDlIlflDil 

King of France, to confer upon him a command in the i n the 
French Navy, with an annual pension of 50,000 livres. French 
The reply of our hero did him honour, while no one had hi/noble 
doubted for a moment that it would be a refusal. " It reply, 
is highly flattering to me that a great King like Louis 
XIV. should have caused me to receive so munificent 
an offer; but were I to accept it, I should feel that my 
country would be humiliated that any one of her 
children should see cause to abandon her. I only de- 
sire that my resignation under misfortune should be a 
reproach upon her justice; but my honour ^nd my duty 
oblige me to submit to her will." 

Since he was no longer to be employed, he retired 
into the country, where the country-house inhabited 
by him still bears the name of " Tromperburg," and 
here he remained until 1672, when the murder of the 
brothers De Witt opened the way to his restoration 
under the proclamation of William III. as Stadtholder. 
In the bitterness of faction Van Tromp was charged 
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107JI. with having had nnmo cognizance, if not share, in tliii 
horrid ovoni ; hut for thin thorn in not A particle of 
truth ; nti<l tho nooonnion of ilio political party to which 
ho holougod to thn highcnt authority in tho Htato 
recovered for him tho position of Li on ton ant- Admiral 
in 107M, and hrought ahout Inn roconci lint ton with l>o 
Kiiytor. 
Trnm|i h At midday, 2Hth May, Lion ton nut- Admiral Van 

toYl'"' Trnmp, with a nf|iiadrou of nix nhipn of war, joined tho 
44>rvir<'. Hoot of !>■» liiiytoriitSchoofiowohlt, and an thin wan tho 
fir«f. opportunity lio had hnd for nevon yoarn of raining 
hifl fhig, ho onmo i • | > with all tho ceremony i in agin aide, 
mnkiug t\ circuit of tho Hoot until hoarrivod under tho 
ntoru of tho Hag nhip, whore ho nalutcd tho Admirnl- 
Ucricrnl, and wont on hoard to pay hin pornonal 
ronpeotn. I>o Ifiiytor'n nimplo good -nature took awny 
touch of tho awkwarduenn of a fimt interview, and all 
that hnd to ho nnid on tho part of Van Tromp, wan 
written in a donpatoh from tho IViuoo of Orange, which 
whs now dolivorod to tho Admirnl. An noon an the 
l>oputicn onmo to visit tho Hoot, tho Lieutenant- 
Admirnl gave a grand diuuor to tho wholo Council of 
War, at which every doinonntrntion of deference ami 
renport wan puhlicly in torch fingcd hotween tho rivals; 
hut, while yet at tahlo, tho Knglinh Hoot wan announced 
to he in night, at four in tho afternoon of .1 line Int. 
Iiifli-risivp if, } m ,| | )(M ,,| resolved hy the Council of War that the 
Dmlliof Hoot should remain with a spring on their anchors to 
Sclimm. await tin* attack of tho ooiuhinod Knglinh nnd French 
Hoot*. Tho hitter, under tho eouimaiid of D'Jfatrocn, 
onmo into couHiot with Van Tromp'n squadron alxnit 
noon of tho 7th Juno. Tho enoiuy had tho wind, 
hut thn Lieutenant- Admiral luffed hin hows no an 
to keep n* close to it an ponnihlo. Vice- Admiral 
Hohram lod tho vuu, hut noon after tho oninnienoo- 
mont of thn hfittlo ho wnn killed hy n cannon-ball, 
nnd tliun clonod a very distinguished career. Do 
lliiytcr, having olumgod tho tack, nont notice of it to 
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Van Tromp, who had been, however, so deeply engaged 1673. 
that he had gone a-head out of the line, and De Ruyter, 
apprehensive that his squadron might have been over- 
matched, ordered the fleet to tack about and come up 
with Van Tromp, about six o'clock, whom he found 
so nearly overcome, owing to the junction of Prince 
Rupert with D'Estrees, that he had been obliged to 
shift his flag twice, from the "Golden Lion" to the 
" Prince," and from the " Prince " to the " Amster- 
dam." Night put an end to the battle, and the Dutch 
fleet anchored on their own ground, while the enemy 
sailed away to their own shores. The manoeuvring of 
the fleet by De Ruyter, when he tacked and retacked to 
aid Van Tromp, was greatly admired by both fleets. 

On the 14th June the combined fleets were again in 
sight, and De Ruyter determined to change his tactics, 
and to sail to their encounter. At about noon Van Encounter 
Tromp, in the forepost of the Dutch, and Sir Edward ?L Sir rf 
Spragge in that of the combined fleets, met and engaged Spragge 
with so much resolution that Van Tromp, after having and Tromp, 
been forced to shift his flag twice, was so near being 
overcome that he afterwards laid a serious charge 
against Admiral Sweers for not yielding him suf- 
ficient support, although his poor colleague had been 
himself so ill-treated that at eight at night he had 
glad to steer away towards his own shores ; but Van 
Tromp, in his letter to the States, takes credit to 
himself alone for having obliged his antagonist to 
retreat a little before dark. 

At the Council of War that was held in expectation 
of a third engagement, Van Tromp adopted a different 
view of the course to be adopted from his chief, De 
Ruyter, asserting that they should seek after the 
enemy, and bring him to action wherever they might 
find him. The decision of the Council was, however, 
against this recommendation, and it was resolved that 
the fleet should take post at Schooneweldt, as before, 
and carefully guard against a descent on the coast. At 
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1073. a subsequent Council, however, on the 28th June, the 
~~ former plan of proceeding was changed; and it was 
resolved that the fleet should go to sea, and cruise for 
the enemy on the English coasts. The antagonistic 
fleets manoeuvred now in sight, and now out of sight 
of each other, until, on the (10th) 21st August, the 
Dutch fleet arrived between Petten and Kamperduin, 
and, being only two leagues from land, resolved to attack 
the enemy. Accordingly, De Kuyter gave the signal to 
tack about ; and in the most masterly manner secured 
the weather-gage, while Van Tromp, becoming the 
rearmost squadron, found himself again opposed to the 
English Vice- Admiral, Sir Edward Spragge. 
Desperate " The remarkable incident of this battle was the 
ZAmw* conflict between Van Tromp and Spragge. These two 
Sir Edward Admirals seem to have entertained a particular passion, 
spragge f or they had been constantly opposed to one another 
Aug. 21. m every battle since the Restoration ; and Sir Ed- 
ward, in a good-natured braggadocio, promised Charles 
II., when he took leave of His Majesty, that he 
would bring him Van Tromp either alive or dead, or 
lose his own life in the attempt. They were now 
engaged with all the rage, or perhaps, more properly, 
the heat of war, and remained close to one another from 
a quarter-past eight o'clock to a quarter-past eleven 
at noon. They fought at once with both guns and 
swords : no ball fell in vain into the sea, but each ship 
pierced the other as if they had fought with spears. 
Van Tromp's flag was on board the ' Golden Lion,' and 
Spragge's on the ' Koyal Prince,' 100. At the end of 
three hours, both their flag-ships were so shattered 
that Van Tromp shifted his flag to the ' Comet's Tail/ 
and Spragge shifted his to the * St. George,' when the 
fight was again renewed with greater fury than before. 
At length this latter ship became disabled, and Sir 
Edward thought fit to remove again into the ' Koysl 
Charles ;' but before the boat that carried him had 
rowed ten times its own length from the ' St. George, 1 
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it was struck by a cannon-shot, and that great man 1673. 
was killed, to the great grief of his generous adversary, jv/T" - 
as well as of all his ship-mates ; for Spragge was the sir Edward 
love and delight of all the sailors, as well for his noble Spragge. 
courage as for the gentle sweetness of his temper 1 ." 

In this same action Vice- Admiral Sweers, between Death of 
whom and Van Tromp there had lately been so much Swe€P8 « 
warmth, also met with a glorious death, together with 
Vice-Admiral de Liefde, and both their bodies were 
carried in great pomp and laid in the Old Church at 
Amsterdam, where a noble marble monument, erected 
at the public expense, records their memory. A dona- 
tion of 2000 livres was also voted by the State to the 
widows; and, at the same time, a donation of 6000 
was voted to De Euyter, and 4000 to Cornelis Van 
Tromp, " in recompense of the great and valuable 
services which had been rendered by them to their 
country in the late encounters." 

Peace having been obtained from England, Holland 
resolved to turn all her energies for her preservation 
against the designs of France. The Stadtholder took 
the field by land, and the fleet, being in good condition, 
was to be employed against the sea-board of the enemy. 
De Ruyter, with the greater part of it, went to sea on 
the 24th May, 1674, and sailed for the Antilles ; and 1674. 
Van Tromp the same day sailed for the shores of ^^ 
France, along which he cruised for several months, ingulta the 
creating great alarm to the population and fishermen. French 
On the 23rd June he anchored near Belle Isle. On this 
intelligence the Duke de Chaulnes, who was Governor 
°f Bretagne, assembled 10,000 peasants under arms at 
Brest. The Dutch troops, under the Count Horn, dis- 
embarked and got possession of a castle, on which they 
^sed the Orange flag ; but, finding they could not do 
*&J efficient service, they re-embarked on the 1st July, 
carrying off three guns and much cattle. Van Tromp 
n ext proceeded to the Isle of Xoirmontier, where he 

1 Bishop Parker's History. 
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1074. disembarked his soldiers on the 4th. This inland is 
"~ situated on the coast between Bretagne and Poitou, 

and is about three league*! in length and seven in 
circumference, being divided into two parishes, con- 
sisting of al*>ut 2000 houses. It is separated from 
the mainland by a very narrow Htrait, which is nearly 
dry at low water. As the royal troops were assem- 
bling, Van Tromp drew up his ships to defend this 
passage; but, after having raised contributions and 
ruined the dwellings of the peasants, Horn re-embarked 
his men on the 22nd July, and the Admiral- General 
ran down the shores of the Hay of ttiscay, and down 
to Cadiz, where he arrived on the 20th. Here the 
Dutch Expedition was received with great respect ; 
and having rested there till the 7th September, pro- 
ceeded into the Mediterranean ; but shortly afterwards 
it was recalled by the States, and the fleet cast anchor 
in the Tex el on the 4th December. 

1075. 'n 1075 Van Tromp received a very flattering 
Van invitation from King Charles II. to visit his Court; 
viftitn ;Ul 'J ^though De Kuyter at his age had declined a 
(ft* rl<* II. similar honour, Van Tromp was young enough to 

KnitflitMl acc "I , t' anf l ' !n J°y the excitement of the visit. The 
Prince of Orange, who loved Van Tromp, carried him 
to the Hrille, where three yachts assembled to carry 
the renowned Lieutenant-Admiral from his shores ; 
and when he arrived on the English coast, on the 10th 
January, the Dukes of Monmouth, Buckingham, and 
many other grandees, met them, and escorted him to 
the capital, where the streets were crammed with the 
people desirous to see an enemy of whom they had 
heard so much. The King conferred the honour of 
Knighthood upon him, and entertained him royally 
until the end of February; when, on taking leave of 
him on his return to Holland, he made him a present 
of his pieture set in diamonds. 
War with On the 18th June, 1075, the States-General declared 
HwmImi. war ag a i r , H t Sweden, then in alliance with France 
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against her ; and the King of Denmark entered into 1675. 
the confederation with Holland. Van Tromp was — 
on this occasion sent into the Baltic to co-operate 
with the Danish fleet, under Admiral Adelaar. In 1676. 
1676 Van Tromp appeared in the Sound with fifteen Tromp 
sail, and assumed the command of the allied Dutch f^*_)£ 
and Danish fleets, in the roads of Copenhagen, on 
the 12th May. On this occasion, the King of Den- 
mark visited the Lieutenant- Admiral on board his 
flag-ship, and decorated him with the distinguished 
Order of the Elephant. 

The Danish Admiral, Niels Juel, had obtained a 
drawn battle against a superior naval force of the 
Swedes, between Schoonen and Bornholm, the first 
days of June; when Van Tromp, issuing from the 
roads, in which he had remained at anchor, arrived 
near Valsterbon on the 9th, where he came in face of a 
Swedish fleet of fifty sail, and pursued them to the 
south of Oeland, which they reached on the 11th, 
when Van Tromp brought the enemy to battle. Early 
in the fight the flag-ship of the Swedish Admiral, 
the "Three Crowns," 134, blew up, which so intimi- 
dated the fleet that they hoisted sail to fly, but were 
pursued and again brought to action ; when, after an 
hour and a half, another great Swedish ship of the 
line, carrying the yellow flag, was blown up, with 
about 650 men that formed her crew, the fleet again 
attempted to get away, leaving the " Neptune," 44, 
behind them, which was burned by mistake after 
she had surrendered. The Dutch lost several officers, 
killed and wounded, but pursued the Swedes near 
Stockholm, when the Lieutenant-Admiral anchored 
at Koogerbocht. On the 6th July the King of 
Denmark desired to make a descent upon Schonen ; 
and Van Tromp summoned the Governor, and opened 
a cannonade upon the place, under fire of which he 
disembarked 3000 men. He afterwards was sent to 
invest Christ ianople, of which he obtained possession 
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1 070. on the 1 5th. But the King of Sweden, roused tt this 
|i.,7" unexpected conquest, brought up an army of 18,000 
Imtt lit men ; nti'l a great buttle was fought near Helsinburg, 

iMitwwn between the Kings of Denmark and Sweden, on 
Kings of the 1'Hh December, which ended in a drawn battle, 
Di'iiuiiirk after grout carnage; but on the Oth January, 1077, 
Swiili'ii ^ iiS |S » w<! d"B recovered possession of the fortresB. 
I)it. it. The King of Denmark, anxious to bind Holland 

1 <>/ 7. nearer to bin interests, raised Van Tromp to the dignity 
irt"iiiul<; °^ Count, and induced him to go back to the Hague, 
a Count in the middle of February, to obtain increased asriiit- 
Kiii'"of llI,(!, 'i W1 * finding the Prince of Orange about to re- 
iJi'jiiimrk. lieve St. Omer, besieged by the King of France, he 
accompanied the army, and then heard of the death 
of De Kuytcr of his wounds in Sicily. It was uni- 
versally recognized in Holland that Van Tromp should 
succeed as Admiral-General, which was conceded him ; 
he was, however, pennitted at the same time to retain 
the privilege of remaining in the service of the King 
of Denmark, to whom in his new dignity ho carried a 
fleet of fifteen sail, having Van Nes under him as Vice- 
Ad mi nil, and Allemonde as Hear- Admiral. 
Thinly H<> arrived in the Baltic at a time when the Danes 

tT. VH . !'. h;id been somewhat worsted by the Swedes, on the 

1 romp in v ' 

tin; Baltic. Hth duly, and forthwith attacked three Swedish ves- 
sels at Maalmuycn, which he reduced to ashes, and 
made many captures in the Baltic, while the two 
Kings contended for the mastery by land. Van 
Tromp, uniting his fleet with that of Niels Joel, 
made a descent on the Island of Enland, which is 
opposite Kalrnar, against which Admiral Bielhi had 
opened fire, and the confederates obtained possession 
of both places. Success now made the King of Den- 
mark so bold that he resolved to make an attempt 
on the Isle of Jtugcn, and summoned Van Tromp to 
Copenhagen to give his counsel in the enterprise. On 
the 10th September the King repaired on board his 
flag-ship, and the Admiral-General landed the forces, 
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and assigned the direction of the siege to Marshal de 1677. 

Goltz. In the meantime Van Tromp hastened to join Tr0 ~ 

the Elector of Brandenburg at the siege of Stettin, assists 

which surrendered to the fleet. The united strength in t^ e 

. captures 
of the confederate powers was now turned against f stettin 

the Isle of liugen, which Count Konigsmarck de- and the 
fended until, on the 22nd September, 1678, Van R ugen# 
Tromp again appeared before it with the united 1678. 
fleets, when Konigsmarck, finding himself over- 
powered, withdrew the Swedish army to Stralsund ; 
but after a short delay, in placing that place in a 
state of siege, the Elector carried it by assault, and 
the Count having done his utmost, escaped imprison- 
ment with difficulty. Van Tromp was now recalled 
to Holland, and, on the accession of the Prince of 
Orange to the throne of England, was given the 
supreme command of the Dutch fleet, in 1691 ; but Death of 
when preparing to enter into the conflict between ~ orneU8 
Admiral Kussell and the French fleet, under the Tromp, 
Count de Tourville, he was, on the 29th May, sud- ^RS* llf 
denly seized by a mortal disorder that put an end 
to his life at Amsterdam, on the 11th August, 1691, 
in his seventy-second year. He left no children 
by Margaret de Raaphost, his wife, and his body 
being consigned to the tomb of his father at Delft, 
the marble has closed upon a family of very great 
and just renown. 

I do not think that in the entire round of naval Character 
heroes of every age and country there could be T ro * 
pointed out one who " braved the battle and the breeze " 
with greater personal daring as a fighter, and equal 
skill and experience as a sailor, than Cornelis Van 
Tromp ; but he was possessed of the infirmity so 
graphically described by Shakspeare: — 

" Jealous and quick in quarrel, 
Seeking the bubble reputation e'en in the cannon's mouth." 

He retains a high place for dash and gallantry amid 
the galaxy of naval warriors that adorned the great 
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KiOl. liatavian Republic in the seventeenth century ; but he 
jj.^ "~ aptly fulfilled the rest of the military picture. lli» 
jenloiwy of jealous rivalry of Do Ruvtor may have Wn aggra- 
I)e Huytor vated by party, as doubtless the one was a personal 
unworthy friend of the Pensionary, and the other a devoted 
bohaviour adherent of the house of Orange ; but he carried hit 
icrait blots rivalry beyond all hounds of subordination, and mow 
on his than oner loll his chief in the lurch, even in the midst 
memory. of th|1 \ M \fi^ Mu \ this to such a degree, that but 
for the Admiral-General's transcendent generosity of 
character disgrace must have been brought on the 
national flag by his conduct ; while, u]K>n another 
occasion, his outrageous bearing tow arils his brother 
officer and comrade, V ice-Admiral Sweers, was accom- 
panied with so much acrimony and indignity as was 
calculated to murder his reputation, and doubtless 
was in some way tho cause of that gallant fellow's 
death in the subsequent battle. After a most vigorous 
inquiry Sweers was acquitted of every charge flint 
Van Tromp laid against him, and was reinstated in 
his rank and employment, while Do Ituytcr, in the 
report ho made of this inquiry to tho Statcs-Ucnerni, 
stated " that tho accusations brought against the 
Vice-Admiral appeared to have proceeded solely from 
an old grudge." 

1 have been unable to meet with any account of the 
private life of our hero, nor of tho opinion put upon 
him when, in 1075, ho visited tho Court of Whitehall. 
No very great evidence of lovo and affection was 
shown him at his death. His funeral was adorned 
with heraldry, and four Captains hold tho pall when 
his body was laid in tho tomb of his father, according 
to the Pi-cub yterian custom in such cases, without a 
prayer, and, for all 1 can ascertain, without a sigh from 
man or woman. No marble records his memory ! . 

1 Vio do Corneillo Tromp, pnr Kiditor; Vio do AdrUntx do 
Ruitor, pur Gerard Hruiul! ; Ijodinrd'tt Niivnl History of Kngkmdj 
CoiivoniuliouH Ijuxikon ; Hiogrnphicnl DiclioiinrUw, pawim. 
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Born 1633. Died 1701. 



*^ is not recorded that the heavens were disturbed 
*>jr any prognostics to herald the birth of a Prince 
^bose life was marked by the establishment, in his 
^^spite, of a civil constitution to his country that has 
**^en a marvel to the world. Yet he was moulded 
ll * his character by a Church that has claimed and still 
°laims to have the power of miracles, and assuredly, 
°^ all men that ever lived, he merited these exer- 
c ises in his behalf, for he risked every thing for the 
Roman Catholic faith, and even forfeited a brilliant 
military renown by his subserviency to the priest- 
hood, while he lost a mighty throne in the endeavour 
to put back the clock of civilization and to mar and 
destroy the early reputation with which his name is 
tat associated. 
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IO!M. Thin Hi'nmd mm nf ( -Iiiii'Ipn I. (if Ormi llriUin 
... ,. . find lli'iiricffii Mnriu nf Kninrp wnn liorn at Ht. 

Hirlli of 

.liMMfM. •Iiihh'h'h I'iOih'i*, on Mm I IMi OidnliiT, 10H8, nnn 

OH. I I, li|||if i/i-d ]iy Arrllliinlni]! I #fl t i«l in tin* (*llft|ifl-l(<rjlll 

l»y flu* tuitiK* of .hiiui'H, in tiiiMimry of Inn Htniui 
trriindfiiMirrtt. An'ordiiiir to n. (Misiiitn prnvnlrtii intltf 
Jlovitl Kmiiily of Kiiirlmid pinn* Mir* dny« nf tlm linn- 
in^iMirln, iiihI tilrriidy nJ. this time diding Imrk ttw 
(Mnliiri'R mill fi hull'. Mm* K infer crrnfrd Mm tiifntil thi 
unim* flu v I'nkn ill' York. Hi* wiir renin rkAMp in liii 

■ 

rrmllf for hi* fxtri'im* hfimly, in Hitignlnr friiiimut -U 
Mip rxlrcuw* iifrliiii'fw nf hin iddlT liroMuT, ftftVrWHfll 
Chnrlr* II., iiihI In* liiM'tmiit from Mint or mhiia M-hf 
riMim* Mn< (iivoiirif.i* mif 1 lipni beloved oliild of hi 
mother. 

( *linrl*'M dffttiiird him from Inn f*firlii>ni yeArntnlli 
iihviiI MiTvirr, mid directed Inn odiient-inn wiMi ilifl 
ultJinfite view. lie tieipiired }?y th\n menu* A tfrw 
lialiit. of npplii-Jilinn to luipiiipflfl, find, like ftll Mm yrml 
nf Mn« firm*, wnn iiitiinf-ffl in fill the nMileMe purimil 
of Iiis day, mid esteemed \, t} ),p fi young tnfin of^rnfi 
eounitfe. Nntimilly In* IiimI no vivneify of Miotiffh 
invention, or f a «|it-ffiKioti v Inifi wa* idwny* remark aI>I 
for a Mf.cndy judgment, in iifliiirfl, find for a ninn ( 

\I\V2. iindcrMJ.midiiiK. ''nerjry, unci spirit. In 10 12 lie* mi 
hi* liroMuT, Mm* lYmee of YVnleN, were wiMi Mie Kin 
at. Mn< Imf 1 Jo of Mdjn'liill, where Mioy IiacI tneurrf 
i/rent. rink of rupture, mid wen 1 nenl oil* Mie field und' 
fin' fliiirc/i' of Hyde, nflrrwfirdfl Lord ( 'luri'iidon. Tl 
I tiilc f- of York, wim mIko wiMi li ir father nf. Oxford, ftfi 

1017. grnenilly n(. Imr k'cIo in nil hi« fortune*, tmt.il 104' 
whin Mil" King ijiiitti'd Oxford for Newnrk, l« pin* 
liiniKflf fit. Mil' hend of Mm NentV finny, wlien t)w [Ink 
of York wim 1'ft. behind to etifnurnge liin Adherent* t 
hold the h<'ii<l-f|um < f.«r. mid Mum he fell into Mie hand 
of tli' 1 I'iirlimrirnl fnreeM when Oxford *ur rendered. 

Ill* v.jm lit. this Mine fift-pcii ycurs c»f «j(n f mid W» 
fomifiitli-d to Mm* rim rgrp of Mn- Kfirl c»f NorMiurrili^ 
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id, who received the Prince in his country-house at 1647. 

an with all the respect that was agreeable to his 

lality and duty. While with the Earl he received 

ach valuable instruction and information. When 

e King his father came to Hampton Court Palace, 

bich was within a ride of Sion, the young Prince 

w him frequently ; but on the 20th April, 1648, 1648. 

I the royal children were removed to the palace 

' St. James's. Charles had entertained very lively 

>prehensions that his enemies might revenge them- 

lves upon his children, and in consequence entrusted 

lem to Colonel Bamfield, who had been placed about 

im, with a secret commission to aid in the boy's 

icape whenever a fit opportunity offered. Thus 

was that, all things being arranged, the Duke Escape of 
r York and his governor walked out of the garden £f York to 
'> St. James's, the day after their arrival, disguised in Holland, 
male attire, and across the park to the river, where 
ley took boat, and were thus safely conveyed below 
ridge to a small vessel lying in the Pool, which had 
Jen prepared for his reception. There he embarked 
*d reached the Hague, where he was affectionately 
«eived by his sister, the Princess of Orange ; and here 
& happened to be when an event occurred of some 
taring on his fortunes. 

The late King had in his lifetime made the Earl of 
orthumberland Admiral of the royal fleet, and had 
•dered it to be inserted in the Commission that he 
K>uld enjoy that office during the minority of the 
uke of York, so that it was a thing known and talked 
hy the whole fleet, that the young Prince was to be 
teir Admiral. It may be said that seamen are in a 
anner a nation by themselves, a humorous, brave, 
id sturdy people — fierce and resolute in whatsoever 
iey are inclined to, somewhat unsteady and incon- 
Jtent in pursuing it, and jealous of those to-morrow 
r whom they are governed to-day. These were 
e men, who, observing the general discontent of 
tol. in. I i 
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Hits, tin* people, mid lliat however the parliament was 
obeyed by tin* power of the army, both army and 
parliament were grown wry odious to the nation, 
(■(included Hint the King should bo restored; and, 
remembering that the revolt of the fleet was the 
preamble to the Iohh of II in Majesty's authority every 
where fixe, and a great cause of all his misfortunes, 
tlicv now thought it would be a glorious thing for 
them if they could lend the way to J lis Majesty 1 * 
restoration by thus declaring for him. This wai 
an agitation among the common seamen without 
communicating itself to any oflieer of even the quality 
of master of a ship '. 

The fleet then went out of the Downs and stood for 
Holland, " that they might find their Admiral," but 
as soon as it was known that the fleet was at 
Melvoetsluys, the Duke repaired on board, and wiw 
received with the liveliest acclamations. The Prim* 
Mm* Diiki- oj" Wales, nt Paris, had received such timely notice of 
wiili Urdu- t he disposition of the fleet, thnt he repaired with 
nint ion. what haste he could to Calais, attended by Prince 
li'upcrt, the Lord Morton, and the Lord Colepepper; 
but when he understood that the fleet was gone to 
llelvoetsluys, and that his brother had been received 
on board, he hastened away to Holland, and was 
received by the fleet, of which he assumed the com- 
mand by right of birth. Though the Duko was ex- 
ceedingly troubled to quit the fleet, which he had 
been persuaded to look upon as his province, yet lie 
could not but acknowledge that his father's pleasure, 
if it could have been obtained, would not have per- 
mitted f.hnt both their lives should he ventured on 
board the licet, and he there tore the more readilv 
submitted to the Prince of Wales' determination, and 
withdrew to shore, and was well content to obey his 
pleasure to remain at the Hague, until, after the 

1 Clumitloii. 
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King's death, when he removed to Paris, and placed 1648. 
himself there entirely at the disposition of his mother. 
As the Duke of York had now attained to the age of 
a young man, when of all things inactivity is the most 
irksome, he listened with avidity to those who infused 
into his mind that it would be to his honour to learn 
the metier of arms in the field, in order that he might 
hereafter be enabled to assist his brother if he should 
at any time be called upon to serve him in his restora- 
tion to the throne ; and he saw that he might at this 
time have the opportunity of doing so under a General 
reported equal to any Captain that had ever appeared 
in Christendom. Accordingly, in the spring of 1652, 1652. 
he urged his suit to the French Court with so much 
importunity that he obtained permission to join the 
French army and report himself to Marshal Turenne, 
who received him with all possible demonstrations of 

respect in his camp at Charfcres. His Royal High- The Duke 

• j • i • • t. /i i i enters the 

ness was accompanied in his campaigns by Colonels p re nch 

Berkeley and Wesden. service. 

The Duke has left a very faithful and intelligent 
memoir of his service in French, and the recital proves 
his natural military abilities; he had likewise the good 
fortune to obtain the esteem of the Marshal, so that 
he acquired much reputation as a Prince of signal 
courage and parts, and was universally beloved by 
the whole of the French army. His affable de- 
meanour indeed captivated so much, that he was 
absolutely left in command of the French army, with 
the commission of Lieutenant- General, when Turenne 
took up winter quarters in November, 1655. 

At this period, however, the French King concluded 
peace with the English Commonwealth, and Cromwell 
urged Mazarine that the Stuart Princes, and all their 
retinue of royalists, should be required to quit the 
kingdom of France, and especially that the Duke of 
York should lay down his commission in their army. 
Accordingly, His Royal Highness removed to Brussels, 

i i 2 
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1652. where the Spanish Viceroy allowed him to join the 
~ army of the Prince de Condi, then commanding ft 
Spanish arrny in the low countries, as a volunteer, 
1656-7. and here His Koyal Highness served the campaign* 
ThoDuko of 1G50-7. The terms of the treaty with Cromwell 
under stipulated expressly that Dunkirk should be besieged, 
Conde, and, after many delays, on the 12th June, 1658, 
mndhi?a Marshal Turenne invested the place. Don John of 
SpauiHli Austria, natural son of King Philip of Spain, received 
army- the command in chief, and the Duke of York, with 
1058. his brother, the young Duke of Gloucester, were 
present with the Spanish army in the defence of 
that fortress. An unsuccessful attempt to disturb 
the siege on the 2nd June was made by the covering 
army, but Dunkirk surrendered within a few week* 
afterwards; James was on this service witness of the 
gallant conduct of the habits-rouges, of which he duly 
gives his testimony in his memoirs. On the 7th No- 
vember, the same year, the treaty of the Pyrenees was 
concluded between Spain and France, and the nUtier 
of a soldier was henceforth closed against the young 
Prince, and it was long before the opportunity occurred 
again to him of witnessing war on shore. 
Death r/f But a more important occurrence to James was the 

C Xi' 

Cromwell death °^ Oliver Cromwell, on September 13th of the 
same year. Of course the hopes of restoring the 
English King was universally entertained, and circum- 
stances favoured the expectation on every side. It 
became soon known that the entire nation of Great 
Britain and Ireland were sick of the Commonwealth; 
and that even the son of the Protector, who had been 
proclaimed to the Sovereignty, refused to take upon 
himself the task. Singularly enough, the intercourse 
between Turennc and the Duke of York had nourished 
such an attachment between them, that the Great 
Marshal himself entertained the chivalrous notion of 
recovering the kingdom for Charles II., and the Duke 
of York was communicated with, and had even pre- 
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pared himself to act in conjunction with his illustrious 1658. 
friend ; but before the expedition was matured it was 
found inexpedient, and it fell to the ground. 

Another overture had been made to the Duke of 
York before the restoration : he had made such friends 
with the Spanish authorities, that Charles III. offered 
to make him El Amirante del Oceano, which dignity 
James accepted, and was impatient to enter upon 
the duties of the office ; but before he could do so, 
he was summoned to go on board the British fleet at 
Schevening, in May, 1660, when he raised his flag as 1660. 
Lord High- Admiral of England. LordHigh 

We may believe that, with all the proverbial spirit Admiral of 
of the " new broom," the Duke of York began his E^ 1 *^ 
settled life in England with the regular and devoted 
occupation of the administration of the Navy, with 
Sandwich and Pepys to assist him ; but his Paris Profligacy 
bringing-up soon threw him into the worst dissipa- ™ jjjjjf 
tions of a capital ; and his brother Charles was not James. 
a more thorough-going rake and profligate than James 
was. Having seduced Ann Hyde, the daughter of 
Clarendon, he would have cast her off, if the wily 
Chancellor had not been too strong for him ; but he 
neglected her without the slightest scruple on account 
of the marriage tie, and was as dissolute as the rest 
of society. Let his private life, however, have been 
what it may have been, it is believed that he was a 
good and efficient administrator of the Admiralty, for 
although he had had but a few weeks' experience of 
the sea-service, his education had been always with 
a view of his becoming Lord High- Admiral, so that 
the occupation was most genial to him. 

Trade, which has ever been the life-blood of English 
prosperity, was becoming a matter of much thought 
after the political machine had righted itself. It was 
deemed to have considerably suffered by the rivalry 
of Holland, which, by the unwearied industry and 
patient endurance of her people, had obtained pos- 
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session of almost all the great arteries of commerce. 
James accordingly entered upon all the bearings of 
his new duty with great zeal, and he became Presi- 
dent of a Commercial Company, which soon attained 
the zenith of its glory, and brought in great profits 
to the proprietary and to the nation. Here he was 
brought into close rivalry with the Dutch, but being 
young, enterprising, and somewhat unscrupulous, he 
pushed forward the interests of his company with 
an arbitrary spirit ; so that finding himself thwarted 
by vessels of war belonging to the Republic, he se- 
cretly despatched Sir Robert Holmes, with a squadron, 
to make reprisals on the Hollanders, who had, he 
believed, broken the treaty they had entered into with 
the English, and had possessed themselves of Cape 
Corse Castle and Gorec by main force. Holmes took 
both these settlements in a few hours, and thence 
stretched across to North America, where, in con- 
junction with Sir Robert Carr, he captured a terri- 
tory planted by the Dutch, and called by them Nova 
lielgia. This was now captured, and out of compli- 
ment to the Duke, called New York. The States 
summoned back De Ruyter out of the Mediterranean 
to put a stop to these proceedings, who took a 
strong fleet down the African coast, and even to 
the West Indies, where he retaliated severely on the 
English ; all which evidenced that it was very clear 
that both nations were "drifting into war." 

In winter, 1GG1, King Charles II. openly de- 
clared his resolution of entering into a war with the 
Dutch. Accordingly, the Duke of York had the duty 
imposed on him of fitting out a great fleet ; for the 
Dutch had been most active in preparing theirs, 
which was soon ready for sea, under the chief com- 
mand of Op dam, Sieur de Wassenaar. The Duke, as 
Lord High-Admiral, commanded in person the power- 
ful British ilect that now sailed from Portsmouth, 
under his ilag on board the "Royal Charles," 80. 
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It consisted of 114 ships of the line, and 28 frigates 1660. 
and bomb-ketches. When the opposing fleets met in 
Solebay, off Lowestoff, on the 3rd June, 1665, it is Battle of 
well known what accident disordered the Dutch, and *jj° leb * y » 
what advantage the English obtained: so that if 1665. 
that first success had been followed, as was suggested, 
it might have proved fatal to the Dutch, who, finding 
they had suffered so much, sailed away ; and the 
Duke ordered all sail to be set to overtake them ; but 
there was a Council of War called to concert on the 
method of action they should adopt when they 
should come up with them. In that council Penn, 
who commanded under the Duke, happened to say 
that they must prepare for hotter work in the next 
engagement, for he knew well the courage of the Dutch 
was never so high as when they were desperate. 

This made a visible impression on the council, 
who said to the Duke that he had now got honour 
enough, and had no need to venture a second time. 
In what degree these words may be supposed to 
have affected the Prince, so it was that after the 
council had separated His Royal Highness went to 
bed, desiring to be called when they should get up 
to the Dutch fleet. In the night, Lord Brounker, Strange 
who was one of the Duke's bed-chamber, came to c ° nilu< * 
Penn, as from His Eoyal Highness, and said that the Brounker. 
sail was to be slackened. Penn was struck with the 
inconsistency of such an order under the circum- 
stances, but obeyed it, instead of going direct to the 
Duke to argue the matter, as he ought to have done. 
When the Duke had slept, ho, upon his waking, went 
out on the quarter-deck, and seemed amazed to see the 
sails slackened, and that thereby all hopes of over- 
taking the Dutch fleet wore lost. The Duke pro- 
fessed displeasure, and ho questioned Penn upon it ; 
Penn put it upon Brounker, who said nothing. 
The Duke denied he had given such order; but 
he neither punished Brounker for carrying it, nor 
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1005. Pimn for obeying it. Ho, indeed, put Lord Brounker 
"~ out of the Her vice ; but lYnn became more in hii 
favour after tlmt than ever before, which he con- 
tinued to his mm after liiin, though a Quaker, and 
it was thought that all that favour was to oblige him 
to keep the secret \ King James, in his "Memoirs," 
gives a different aceouut of the affair ; but something 
of the kind occurred without any (juestion. Never- 
theless, although tlie advantage had thus been lost, 
one of the most signal victories had been gained, 
l.'npopu- The Dutch Admiral <>pdam*H Hhip, " Eadraght." 84. 

I lies" nm * U(,( ' n h ' own u l'» while engaged with the Duke 

through of York in li in Hag-ship ; and the Duke was so much 

not . t in the thickest of the tight that three of his attend- 

the Dutch ants were killed by his hide; yet such was the pre- 

tWt. judiee against His Koyal Highness at the miscarriage 

above related, that James was not allowed to goto sea 

for some years, and was content to remain at home 

to superintend and direct the civil duties of his high 

oflice at the Admiralty. 

1071. In 1071 his first wife", Ann Hyde, daughter of 

LVntli of i\ l(i l Ja nished Karl of Clarendon, died, leaving two 

OiifluMH of daughters, who successively ascended the throne of 

York. the kingdom. She had recently given birth to a son, 

who was called Kdgar, in remembrance of a famous 

King of Scotland, who had styled himself " monarch of 

the seas." This child followed its mother to the grave 

within the twelvemonth. The fact that transpired 

at the deatli of the 1)ueliess of York, that she had in 

her last moments received the Sacrament according to 

the rites of the Church of Koine, greatly scandalised 

the nation. The daughters, who were left at the 

early ages of nine and six, were not at this time iu 

the immediate prospect of succeeding to the throne; 

3 Itiirnct. 

* Ilirt H(>roinl wi!«', hm in wi'll known, wa§ Mury Jtemtrice of 
Modu iu, mother of the " Wuriuiiitf pnu Child," the flnit Pre- 
touilur. 
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nevertheless, as it was very well known that James 1671. 
was in his heart a Eoman Catholic, apprehensions 
rapidly arose among politicians that the Crown might 
revert to a Papist succession ; so that when, soon 
after his wife's death, the Duke of York made a formal 
abjuration of the Church of England, before Simons, 
a Jesuit, a strong prejudice was raised in the public 
mind against him, which soon bore fruit. The Test 
Act speedily followed James's change of religion, and 
the Revolution not many years afterwards. 

At the commencement of the second Dutch war, in 1672. 
1672, His Royal Highness once more commanded the 
English fleet in person, when united with the French 
squadron, under the Marechal d'Estr^es. The com- Second 
bined fleets lay at Solebay in a very negligent posture ; g*i e baY. 
and indeed the Earl of Sandwich, who commanded 
under the Duke, had given His Royal Highness 
warning of the danger of the position, but received 
in reply (it was said) such an intemperate and in- 
solent retort upon his courage and foolish fears in 
the counsel he offered, as hurt him in his tenderest 
feelings, and in the end led to that gallant Admiral's 
untoward death. De Ruyter, who with Cornelis 
de Witt was now in charge of the Dutch fleet, 
was not a man to lose such an advantage as was 
here open to him, and, but for the devotedness of 
Sandwich, the fleet of the allies would have been 
utterly destroyed by their fatal carelessness. The 
Dutch attacked the Duke's flag-ship, and fought it 
for two hours with a fury that had never been ex- 
ceeded in any previous maritime conflict. James 
again displayed the same degree of spirit and gallantry 
which he had shown in the previous action, and in the 
end the Dutch retired, but the English were in no con- 
dition to follow them, and the loss was nearly equal on 
both sides. 

The scandal attending the death of Sandwich now, 
however, made the Duke of York unpopular with the 
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fleet, and the passing of the Test Act in 1673 deprived 
His ] loyal Highness of all further participation in 
the military service of the country, of which he 
was openly declared incapable. Hia Royal High- 
ness, at the end of the session of Parliament which 
had passed that Bill, carried all his commissions to 
the King, and wept as he delivered them into the 
hands of His Majesty, who immediately put the 
Admiralty into commission, as it has remained to 
this day. 

The two naval battles at Solebay, in 1665 and 1673, 
were the only two in which James, Duke of York, 
commanded at sea. They were both marked with 
some infirmities in a* leader — the 'first, in defect of 
vigorous resolution in following up his first success — 
the second, in unaccountable carelessness and negli- 
gence in omitting preparations against a surprise or 
attack of the enemy. The personal courage of the 
man, which is much insisted upon by the concurrent 
testimony of history, is little to the purpose, because 
bravery is an accident in any man, and only to be 
considered in its rare deficiency ; and indeed in the 
naval engagements of the times all that could be 
shown of personal bravery was in resolution and en- 
durance in combat, for we rarely read of his having 
led in the boarding of an enemy's ship ; for the 
principal incident that happened in any fight was 
but a cannonade, lasting till one or other vessel either 
went down or attempted to escape as it could. Per- 
haps a Commander-in-Chief could show no more in 
the naval strategy of those times than any Captain 
of a ship ; and consequently most of the actions at 
sea in the seventeenth century were considered, more 
or less, drawn battles. The Duke of York, though 
he had a quick relish for pleasure, followed basinets 
with that closeness of application which the King, 
his brother, wanted : but he himself was deficient in 
that quickness of apprehension, that natural sagacity, 
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and apparent benevolence of temper, which were bo 1673. 
conspicuous in the King ; for he was, in his dis- 
position, what rarely happens together in man, re- 
vengeful and valiant in the same degree : nevertheless 
the courage he had displayed in the first Dutch war 
rendered his name very popular with the Navy to the 
end of his life. It is scarcely worth while to recount 
the meagre campaign which ended in the battle of the 
Boyne, but although its termination was prompt and 
unfortunate, James evinced military judgment in the 
occupation of the ground, and gallantry in defending 
it. 

When he quitted the Irish soil he abandoned the 
crown hopelessly. The best that can be said of 
James Duke of York as a warrior was that he gave 
earnest attention to the business of the Admiralty, 
and was regarded in his time as having done good 
service to his country in that respect ; although his 
understanding was slow and narrow, yet he was dili- 
gent, methodical, and fond of business. Never were 
two men who ever lived so unlike one another, as 
James Duke of York in his manhood, and King 
James II. in his dotage. Mistaken man as he Character 
was in his judgment upon most occasions, yet he ™ 1111168 ' 
was a sincere and, when he thought himself in the 
right, a daring and a bold, without being a bad, man. 
James was a good Prince, although he was a bad 
King. He is said by some to have had an amiable 
disposition, but by others to have been obstinate, 
hard, and unforgiving. He was a libertine, and 
an unprincipled adulterer, yet fond of his wives, and 
beloved by them. In his deportment he was affable, al- 
though stately, and had a manner of bestowing favours 
with a peculiar grace, so that even an intimate friend 
had the pain of a refusal softened to him. He was 
shrewd enough in many cases to anticipate solicitations 
by the speedy disposal of the place that he knew to be 
coveted. Though scarce any one was so generally 
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1073. Abandoned by associates and friends as it was hi* 
"~ fato to bo, yet fow Princes ever had mo many who 
really loved bitn ; and in his oxilo many who had 
injured him by desertion at tho J devolution, flocked 
around him in his abject fortune to implore his for- 
giveness, and grieve over tho injuries they had com- 
mitted against him. 
IVmieiotM u hated free institutions with an unquenchable 
tin* French hatred, and with unflinching hostility, although ho 
Court on had scarcely the justification of having witnessed tho 
hiH career. 0X(MJHm , H () f ^] 1( , ^ ri . a t rebellion, for ho was a mere boy 

at Kdgehill. The Restoration might, at any rate, 
have healed that sore ; but tho influence of the French 
Court had perverted both his morals and his religion, 
and the evil in his mind was culminated by his per- 
sonal association with Louis XIV., then at the height 
of all the arrogance of Divine right and absolute 
power. James died at St. Germain, 1701, before tho 
moral was apparent enough to be appreciated, for ho 
did not live to witness the retribution of fortuno in 
the French monarch's declining days 4 . 

« Unpin, Ilumn, Clarendon, Hurnct, MscftuUy, Csmpbcll'i 
Admiral's Uniinger. 
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Awne Hilahion de Cotentiw, Count de Tounrille, 
was of an ancient stock in Normandy, who had sig- 
nalized themselves in the service of war as far back as 
the Crusades ; and down to the seventeenth century was 
well known to fame. His father, C£sar de Co ten tin, 
was a Captain in the Royal Army in 1632, and subse- 
quently First Gentleman and Chamberlain to the 
Prince de Conde, whom he had accompanied in a mili- 
tary capacity to the wars. Having become known to 
the King on some of these occasions, Louis XIII. made 
him Counsellor of State, and, in 1640, entrusted him 
with the defence of the Duchy of Burgundy, having the 
Counts of Tavannes and De Montreval under him as 
Lieutenant-Generals. He married Lucie de la Roche- 
foucault, a daughter of the Marquis de Montendre, by 
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1G42. whom he had a family of four girls and three boys, the 
i~~~ f youngest of whom, our hero, was born in Lower Nor- 
Tourville. mandy in 1642, when his father was absent in Bur- 
gundy. It had been the ordinary custom of Trench 
noble families, that the youngest sons should be 
brought up for the Church, or devoted to the Order of 
Malta. This order was a favourite destination in 
France, for out of seven nations of which it consisted, 
three belonged to the French. The Count de Tourville, 
accordingly, proposed to obtain admission for his son 
Hilarion, who must take an oath to go to war against 
the Turks, which they had not done for three centuries. 
1050. The premature death of his father, however, in a consider- 
Is inndo a ^TdIc degree affected this arrangement. Our hero was, in 
Malta. f ac ^> received into the order as Chevalier at the age of 
fourteen, but only to obtain for him a good military 
education, to which the boy's disposition now pointed. 
The young Hilarion de Tourville was his mother's 
pet, and the most beautiful boy that can be imagined— 
fair, long hair, blue, speaking eyes, clear complexion, 
and regular features ; but all this beauty, which was of 
too feminine a cast for the outside world, matured into 
the most active, agile youth, with an understanding 
beyond all his playmates. He accordingly became soon 
the pet of the school, and, as an ordinary consequence in 
French life, was in due course the pet of the petticoats. 
His schoolmaster's daughter fell so violently in love 
with him that she could not restrain the candid avowal 
of her affection ; and this being overheard by a school- 
fellow, the Count de Malet, who had flattered himself 
that he had established himself in the young lady's 
graces, a hostile meeting with swords ensued, and 
])e Malet was disarmed by De Tourville, and, but 
for the timely interference of the schoolmaster, blood 
might have flowed. The fair cause of the fight was 
prudently removed to a convent; when our hero 
became " cock of the school" for his superior prowess 
in love and war. He continued at this school till 1650, 
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i he hoped to obtain a commission ; but the peace 1660. 

le Pyrenees at the close of that year, which — 

ed peace to France and to Europe, prevented the 

anient of it at that time ; and he had given up all 

s of employment, when, just on the point of his 

ning to his home, he heard accidentally that M. 

►cquincourt, the son of the Marshal of that name, 

constructing at Marseilles a frigate of thirty-six 

, for which he desired volunteers to make a cruise 

ist the Turks. He accordingly applied to his Volunteers 

), M. de la Kochefoucault, to be the medium of an ?{[* T r ks 

from him to take service in the career of a 
ir of the Levant, 
e was but eighteen years of age when he entered 

this phase of his existence. The frigate first 
)ed at Malta, where De Tourville landed, in order 
ly his respects to his chief the Grand Master of 
Drder, and to set up the banner of his family arms, 
entire period of the frigate's stay in Lavalette har- 

was marked by dinners and balls, to which all the 
ig volunteers were invited. But it was remarked 

De Tourville showed no pleasure in them, but 
?rred to occupy himself in acquiring a knowledge of 
>ails and ropes, and to converse with the old hands 
i the metier of the sea. The residence of the 
*hts of Malta was always simmering with hostility 
le old Turk, and accordingly it was not difficult to 
a brother ready to accompany M. d'Hocquincourt 
brush with the infidel. This was an old pirate of 
name of Cruvilier, who commanded a frigate 
nting twenty-four guns. The two consort vessels 
ted the island together in 1661, and ran for Zante, 1661. 

a view of getting some intelligence of the Turkish ^® T ? U1> 
j. They met, near the Isles of Starivalli, two tinguishes 
dsh men-of-war, one having an Admiral's flag, and himself 
ing forty-two guns, and another of thirty-four encoun t cr 
;. D'Hocquincourt and Cruvilier, nothing daunted with the 
leir superior condition, boldly attacked, and when lurks * 
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the Turks attomptod to board, bravely resisted a most 
impulsive attempt. Then it was that the young 
volunteers showed their mettle ; and foremost of all 
was young Do Tourville, who in the most fearless 
maimer drove the Turks from the deck, while the 
sailors cut the rope ligaments, and "turned the knaves 
out of doors " (" se servirent des boute-hors"). Having 
thus freed themselves from dangers, they forced the 
enemy to tly, and drove them as far as Capo Matapan, 
where they beheld, doubling the cape, two Algerian 
pirates, led to the scene of conflict by the noise of the 
firing. 

The most prudent course might have been to have 
set all sail from such a disproportionate contest as now 
impended ; but neither D'Hocquincourt nor Cruvilier 
were made of such base motal as to think of flight. 
The Turkish men-of-war, on seeing their advantage, put 
about and came down upon D'Hocquincourt's vessel, 
pouring a raking fire into her. The Chevalier returned it, 
and the cannonade on one side and the other lasted three 
hours ; when, symptoms of weakness being apparent in 
the Turk, it was concluded that some mischief had 
happened on board her, and D'Hocquincourt sum- 
moned the boarders. De Tourville distinguished him- 
self in this, as in the former encounters, and received a 
severe pike-wound in the body that laid him low, but 
the Turkish Admiral struck his flag. Cruvilier, about 
the same time, sank his antagonist ; and the two other 
vessels sailed away ; but such was the condition of the 
victors that pursuit was impossible. With some diffi- 
culty they reached the island of Siffanto, where they 
refitted the ships, and recovered the sick and wounded. 
Among the latter J)e Tourville demanded the first 
attention, and was conveyed to the house of a celebrated 
surgeon, an Athenian of the name of Jany. Of course, 
a French biography would be intolerable without a 
love story on every page, and an unusual opportunity 
for such an episode occurred on this occasion. Dr. 
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Jany had a daughter Andronique — " taille fine — port 1661. 
majestueux — traits reguliers — yeux brillants, mais doux 
— peau tres-blanche — teint du plus grand eelat." What 
youth of twenty could fail to make love to such an 
angel — 

" Where the virgins are soft as the roses they twine " ? 

" Femmes qui lisez cette histoire, vous blamez cette 
jeune fiile; mais, en sa place, vous auriez peut-6tre 
agi de meme V 

Be that as it may, a very interesting interlude 
is built upon this romantic attachment. De Tourville 
is given the command of the Dutch Admiral's ship, 
and carries her to sea, having made arrangements 
with the Doctor's daughter to elope with him in a 
shore-boat. At the moment of departure two Tu- 
nisian vessels arrive in port, and capture the beau- 
tiful Athenian en route, but D'Hocquincourt and 
Cruvillier become masters of the Tunisian ships ; on 
which De Tourville sails away without his Andro- 
nique, shares in the conflict, and releases some Chris- 
tian slaves, together with a gentleman of Pereau, 
with his wife and sister-in-law, whom our hero very 
gallantly proposes to escort to Smyrna. On the 
way, however, he casts anchor at Siffanto, when he 
visits the Doctor, whom he finds enraged against him 
for having stolen away his daughter ; but while De 
Tourville assures the distressed parent that he has 
not got her, he receives a letter from his friend 
D'Hocquincourt, naming that in the scramble of the 
Tunisian fight the Chevalier had got Andronique and 
carried her off to Zante, promising to return to Malta. 
As it were to head the runaways, De Tourville takes 
the Doctor and his Christian ladies with him to Malta, 
but no D'Hocquincourt had been heard of there ; and, 
as it is winter-time, he determines to remain in the 
island till the spring. In the interval the Doctor 

1 Riehter. 
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surance that his heroic deeds against the Turks had 1666. 
been the talk of all France, and that in the hope of _ 
attaching him to his service, he had given orders for Tourville 
his appointment to the rank of Capitainc-de-vaisseau. received 

So long, however, as Louis XIV. remained at peace co nr t f 
with England, Holland, and Denmark, the oppor- Louis XIV. 
tunities of naval war were somewhat diminished, and 
De Tourville availed himself of the leisure afforded 
him by a domestic life with his mother and brother, 
and other friends of his family. In the following 
year, however, he heard a report of a naval expedition 
being about to be despatched to the island of Crete, 
and he repaired to the Court to seek for employment. 
It happened that on the day he arrived at St. 
Germain's, the King was about to bestow three bdtons 
of Marechal de France, on the Marquis de Cregny, 
De Bellefonds, and D'Humieres, when De Tourville's 
curiosity induced him to remain in the royal apart- 
ments to witness the ceremony, in company with the 
Count de Chateau-Regnaud, a young naval aspirant 
like himself. The latter jokingly remarked that 
" * Selon toutes les apparences, nous ne pouvons nous 
flatter, ni vous ni moi, de parvenir a cette dignite.' 
* Pourquoi non ? ' repondit De Tourville. ' II faut tou- 
jours avoir en vue le plus haut degre dans la route 
que Ton suit, le desirer avec ardeur, et n'oublier rien 
pour pouvoir un jour robtenir.' " M. de Chateau- Anecdote 
Regnaud replied, that such a hope was all very well for ?* Chateau- 
soldier-officers, but no naval men could aspire to the and De 
honour of being a Marshal in France, and he ended by Tourville. 
saying, " Je crois ne rien hazarder de vous promettre 
un diamant lorsque vous serez Marechal de France ; 
vous ne risquez pas davantage de m'en promettre un 
lorsque je le serai;" and, singularly enough, both 
friends in the result earned their diamond bets. 

The King of his own act nominated De Tourville 1669. 
to the command of a ship in a joint expedition 
which he resolved to send for the relief of Candia, 

k k 2 
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opponent of the French fleet, under D'Estrees. The 1672. 
navy of France has been more celebrated at all times g 
for the perfection of their constructed ships than for backward- 
the manner in which they have been fought or navi- nessof the 
gated, and on this occasion the French Admiral, im- 
mediately he was attacked, set his sails before the 
wind and went down the Channel, leaving the Dutch- 
man with his inferior craft to follow him, fighting as 
he could. Bankert was, however, both a bold and 
resolute antagonist, and pursued, burning one French 
ship and sinking another; but the policy adopted 
by D'Estrees, and the slight influence of the French 
force in the battle, gave rise to the misgiving that, as 
backwardness in war is not the characteristic of the 
French nation, the Vice-Admiral must have had 
secret orders to spare his own ships, while the Dutch 
and English should weaken each other by their here- 
ditary animosity. Almost every action by sea in 
which the French now took part tended to confirm 
this supposition. 

The published annals of the French naval actions 
are so meagre and so vague that it is impossible to 
gather any particulars as to the part taken by the 
several officers employed in their several actions. 
*' Le vaisseau du Chevalier de Tourville soutint le feu 
des ennemis avec une fermete incroyable V " Le 
Chevalier de Tourville forca celui contre lequel il se 
battoit de prendre la fuite V " Le Chevalier de Tour- 
ville s'y dietingua au point que le Comte d'Estrees, 
ecrivant au Roi pour lui annoncer le gain de cette 
bataille, donna de grands eloges a ce chevalier V In 1G73. 
the following year the Comte d'EstreVs again com- 
manded a French fleet of thirty ships of war, of 
which De Tourville commanded one, and was then 
united with an English fleet commanded by Prince 
Rupert. The combined fleets attacked De Ruyter 
moored off the coast at Schooneweldt. On this occa- 

2 Richter. 
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sion Van Tromp opposed D'Estr&s. It is igiin 
related that " all the French squadron, except Bear- 
Admiral Martel, kept at a distance," and all that we 
hear of the French Vice-Admiral, in this naval cam- 
paign, was that he wrote to the Minister Colbert: 
" Jc voudrois avoir pay 6 de ma vie la gloire que 
Kuyter vient d'acqucrir." 

At the close of the year all the fleets returned to 
their respective ports, and as soon as he landed, De 
Tourville repaired to the Court, where D'E stress, like 
a good courtier, vaunted the praises of the young 
chevalier as " un des meilleurs officiers que Sa Majeste* 
eut dans la marine." The death of his younger 
brother, in 1074, recalled him for a while to his 
family ; whence, after having mingled his tears with 
those of his mother and elder brother at the family 
seat of Tourville, he returned to the Court to look 
after his material interests. Here, having found a 
warm friend in M. de Seignelai, the Minister of 
Marine, he got named to the command of a ship of 
war ordered to carry assistance to the revolters at 
Messina. 

This expedition was under the command of M. de 
Valbelle. The revolters had obtained possession of all 
the forts commanding the road of Messina, with the 
exception of San Salvador ; and in consequence the 
Spaniards had sought the aid of the allies of the 
Spanish Crown to crush the rebellion ; accordingly a 
considerable force, under Don Bertrand de Guevara, 
had already entered within the Faro to resist the 
landing of the French. However, M. de Valbelle 
disembarked the few troops he brought with him, 
and obliged the governor of San Salvador to sur- 
render. It became soon apparent to the King that 
the expedition that had been sent was unequal to 
the occasion, and, accordingly, a larger one was 
organized of nine ships of war, besides many other 
sail, which arrived on the 11th January, 1675, under 
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the Duke de Vivonne. The united force of the two 1675. 
expeditions overcame all resistance, and Messina was ~" 
entered in triumph, and taken possession of by the 
French. " Ce beau fait d'armes " is recorded to have ^ 
happened in this year's service by the Chevalier de capturega 
Tourville off Keggio ; when in command of " La Spanish 
Syrene," one of the squadron of M. d'Almeras, and 8 ate *. 
in conjunction with M. de Lery, he cut out of 
harbour at midday a Spanish frigate of twenty guns, 
in the teeth of the shore-batteries. De Tourville 
was now raised to the rank of Chef-d* Escadre. 

The Spanish King, feeling his inability to cope 
with Louis XIV. by sea, invited the States- General 
to lend him the services of the famous De Ruyter 
with a Dutch fleet ; and that of France was strength- 
ened and better organized, and Admiral Du Quesne 
was placed in command of it, M. de Vivonne being 
now shelved with the dignity of Marechal de France. ' 
Nothing is recorded of our hero in the naval battle 
of Stromboli, nor in the subsequent one in which De 
Ruyter perished, in 1676, excepting this record of his 
biographer, " que le Chevalier de Tourville y donna les 
plus grands preuves de courage et de capacite — lluiter 
en parla avec des eloges ;" and the year 1678 brought 
out the Peace of Nimeguen. 

Our hero had established his reputation both in his 
profession and at Court ; and, therefore, when in the 
year 1680 Louis XIV. had the desire to amuse the 
Queen with a grand pageant, it was suggested that 
there should be held a great naval review at Dun- 1680, 
kirk ; M. de Tourville was therefore named by His ^ e 
Majesty to conduct it. Accordingly, about the mid- re v"^ s £ 
die of March, a small fleet having rendezvoused, the fleet at 
King and Queen arrived at the fortress, and went on • 5/ 
board a yacht prepared for their Majesties' reception, presence 
De Tourville took the helm of the royal yacht, to be at °f_ L° ui8 
hand to explain the manoeuvres. The weather was 
fine with a light breeze, and all the vessels were put 
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IliNO. on ditti-rcnt tackx, and contented with each other to 
gain the wind or to keep it, and Huch-liko exorciwiof 
Hiiilri and yardx. Tin) next morning won a aham fight, 
and all the mcaiiH of hoarding tho enemy or repelling 
hoarder* were reprenented to tin; natinfaetion of tho 
King. Tho (Mievalier ills Tourville explained all then* 
liiatlrrn to tlw King, to IHh MajcHty*n great delight. 
H1H2. On the Ut .funis !«W2, tho King nominated the 
'*' ... (Mirvulirr di; Tourville Licutouant-Ucncrul of bin navnl 

lourvillc 

mimed armii'H ; and, having ordered an expedition to w 

I /mi- prepared againnt the liarhary pirateM, which had Ijwd 

tl'Illillt.- . - l A A A A I A\ 

Ui-iHTiil nf eiitruHted to Du IJiichiic, he went to neu to watch the 

the Nnvy. r0 ;ist s of I'lovmce, and returned to Toulon at the fall 

I(>s:i. of the year. However, in May, 10HJJ, Du Tourville 

" r had the good forttiim to meet with a Hpaiiiidi uliib 

niiitiipj'H 

ii S]iutiisli of 1 L guns and a crew of 150 men, and captured her 
"'"I 1 - alter a rude comlmt. 

Niitirr nr In ll».H!l died tho famouH Colbert, Manjui* tie 
(\>llM?rt., Seignelui, the celebrated Finance Minuter of France. 
Frmrli H«' mrritM uotiee in thin pluee hccuuHC ho waa one of 
MiiiiHirr. tin*. iii'Ht French HtateNineii who gave hia attention to 
the Commercial and Uoyal Marine. Ho made both 
MurrtrillcH and Dunkirk free porU, and founded the 
dnekyardn of HrcHt, Toulon, and 1 too he fort, and 
improved the Navy in all iU hrauchca. France 
\h iiIho indebted to thia Milliliter for tho colonic* hu 
cMtahliidicd in the Kant and Went liidhw. Colbert 
wan, in Iilh origin, dcMccudcd from the Scotch family 
of Cuthhcrt, and hi-ciiim to have retained many of tho 
ehuraeteriHticH of bin race. If not a Puritan, ho went 
uh near \.\w. wind in Iiih religion an the Moat Christian 
King In* maHter could endure; he haw tho credit of 
ojipoHiug IjouvoiH and Louin XIV. in regard to tho 
n-vorutioii of the Kdie.t of NanteH, which, in lew than 
two yearn after hm death, wan carried out, Madame 
de Maiuteiiou encouraging her lover in thcao term*: 
" 11 n'y aura hicntot phiH iju'uue religion dam lo 
rnyaumo : e'ent le Heutimeut de M. de Louvois, etje lo 
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roi8 la-dessus bien plus que M. Colbert, qui ne pense 1683. 
[u'& ses finances et jamais a la religion." 

The death of Colbert deprived De Tourville of this 
lis best friend about the King. The Marquis de 
jouvois, who succeeded as First Minister, had never 
avoured him, but he was now colleagued with Du 
Quesne in the expedition of this year against the 
tarbary pirates. 

In April, 1684, Louis XIV. determined to punish 1684. 
jfonoa, because, under the shelter of that Republic, J~^ c 
ivery kind of intrigue had been hatched against Genoa. 
France. A fleet was therefore consigned to the charge 
>f Admiral Du Quesne, and De Tourville. On the 
>th May the fleet drew up before the city, and, 
iter about ten days' negotiation, opened fire upon it 
>n the 17th, doing very great injury to the public 
jdifices. On the 24th it was resolved to make a 
lescent, and De Tourville, accompanied by his nephew 
is a volunteer, headed this with 200 men, which was 
successful ; but the death of the only surviving son 
jf his elder brother occasioned him intense grief, so 
that he could scarce continue his duty. He does 
QOt appear to have done more than fire the suburbs 
and return to shipboard, when the bombardment was 
renewed, but the fleet soon retired beyond the Mole, 
and the enterprize was given up. Du Quesne was De 
qow recalled, with the principal portion of the fleet, to blockades 
France ; but De Tourville remained in command of a the port, 
squadron of observation, consisting of five ships of war 
and four galiots, to cut off the port from all commerce 
until the Doge made his submission. 

The first condition insisted upon was, that the Doge Insolent 
ind four Senators should repair to the foot of his JS.™ 
ihrone and implore his royal forgiveness. Accordingly, Doge of 
;hey repaired on board De Tourville's flag-ship, who ? ei J?* 
conveyed them to Marseilles, whence they repaired haughty 
oar la diligence by way of Lyons to Paris, which they Louis, 
reached on the 18th April. It was not, however, till 
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the Turks attempted to hoard, hravely resisted ft most 

impulsive attempt. Then it was that the jonfHf 

volunteers showed ilifir mettle; and foremost of nil 

wan young he Tourville, who in the most feftflesi 

manner drove the Turks from tlin deek, while tfo 

sailor-? cut. if io rope ligaments, and "turned tlie knavwi 

out of doors " ("se servirent des Jjoute-hors"), fluting 

thus freed thernsejveg from dangers, they forced the 

enemy to fly, and drove them as far A* Capo Matapan, 

where they h'heJd, don Ming the cape, two Algerian 

pirate*, led to the scene of conflict hy the noise of the 

firini'. 

The roost prudent course might hate J>een to hats 

set all sail from such a disproportionate contest ft* now 

impended; hut neither lJ'Moef|uincourt nor Criitiliwr 

were made of such hase rnntal as to think /if flight. 

The Turkish men-of-war, on seeing their advantage, pnt 

ahorit and came flown upon f>'Hoef|iiinft0tiff'ft *e awl, 

pouring a raking fire into her. The ThetaJier returned it, 

and the cannonade on one side an/1 the M her lasted three- 
in 
hours ; when, symptoms of weakness hcing apparent in 

the Turk, it was concluded that some mischief had 
happened on hoard her, and fl'Moeriuineoiirt sum- 
moned the hoarders, I Je Tour vi He distinguished him- 
self in this, as in the former encounters, and received a 
severe pike- won nd in the hody that laid him low, hilt 
the Turkish Admiral struck his flag. Oil tiller, fthont 
the same time, sank his antagonist ; and the two other 
vessels sailed away ; hut- such was the condition of the 
victors that pursuit was irnpossihlc. With some diffi- 
culty they reached the island of Miff an to, where they 
refitted the ships, and recovered the sick and wounded. 
Among the latter he Tourville demanded the first 
attention, and was conveyed to the house of a celehrated 
surgeon, an Athenian of the name of Jany. Of c/mrse, 
a French h'mgraphy woidd ho intolcrahle without ft 
love story on cveTy page, and an unusual opportunity 
for such an episode occurred on this occasion. f>r. 
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Jany had a daughter Andronique — " taille fine — port 1661. 
majestueux — traits re*guliers — yeux brillants, mais doux 
— peau tres-blanche — teint du plus grand eclat." What 
youth of twenty could fail to make love to such an 
angel — 

" Where the virgins are soft as the roses they twine " P 

" Femmes qui lisez cette histoire, vous blamez cette 
jeune fille ; mais, en sa place, vous auriez peut-6tre 
agi de me'me l ." 

Be that as it may, a very interesting interlude 
is built upon this romantic attachment. De Tourville 
is given the command of the Dutch Admiral's ship, 
and carries her to sea, having made arrangements 
with the Doctor's daughter to elope with him in a 
shore-boat. At the moment of departure two Tu- 
nisian vessels arrive in port, and capture the beau- 
tiful Athenian en route, but D'Hocquincourt and 
Cruvillier become masters of the Tunisian ships ; on 
which De Tourville sails away without his Andro- 
nique, shares in the conflict, and releases some Chris- 
tian slaves, together with a gentleman of Pereau, 
with his wife and sister-in-law, whom our hero very 
gallantly proposes to escort to Smyrna. On the 
way, however, he casts anchor at Siffanto, when he 
visits the Doctor, whom he finds enraged against him 
for having stolen away his daughter ; but while De 
Tourville assures the distressed parent that he has 
not got her, he receives a letter from his friend 
D'Hocquincourt, naming that in the scramble of the 
Tunisian fight the Chevalier had got Andronique and 
carried her off to Zante, promising to return to Malta. 
As it were to head the runaways, De Tourville takes 
the Doctor and his Christian ladies with him to Malta, 
but no D'Hocquincourt had been heard of there; and, 
as it is winter-time, he determines to remain in the 
island till the spring. In the interval the Doctor 

1 Richter. 

VOL. ill. K k 
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1601. dies ; and as ho is convinced his daughter is dead, he 
makes our hero the heir of all his property. 

Do Tourvillc is now tired of inaction, and, having 
made acquaintance with a corsair of tho name of 
Casini, he projwses a cruise, and bethinks himself of 
his promise to convoy the two ladies and gentleman, 
his Christian captives, to Smyrna, " elles 6toient 
jcuncs; la tendressc ne pouvoit manquer de se joindre 
a leur reconnaissance." On their way they come 
across some Turkish vessels, which they board with 
wonderful bravery, one after tho other; and, having 
captured them all, go through tho prizes to ascertain 
what they are worth, and find they principally con- 
tain Christian captives, and amongst thorn "la belle 
Andronique ! " " * N'est-ce point un songe,' dit-elle en 
jiouKsant une soupiro, 'puis-je en croire mes yeux? 
Kst-ce bien vous, cher Cavalier?' 'Oui, e'est moi, 
belle Andronique,'" Ac, Ac. After a short interval 
he carries her to Venice, where ho places her in a 
convent ; and then our hero undertakes, with Casini 
and another, a little new privateering. Such is the 
summary of an interlude gravely introduced by 
Kichtcr, as part of the history of the gallant De 
Tourvillc, in 1002, and which occupies nearly 100 
pages of bis biography ! Hut a terrible postscript 
ensues from events that have to be related in 25 or 
tto following pages. The slippery Athenian, who 
has ] Kissed through so many adventures, could not 
be held even within the walls of a convent, and 
Androniqiic actually marries another man! while, on 
the other hand, it is stated, " Pendant son sojour a 
Koine il arriva au Chevalier de Tourvillo quelques 
aventures galantes." 

However, at length we reach tho fact that De 

Tourvillc, having tired himself of privateering, quitted 

1000. the Adriatic in September, 1000, and is very graciously 

received at tint Court of St. Germain's in the spring 

of L007, where the King flattered him by the as- 
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surance that his heroic deeds against the Turks had 1666. 
been the talk of all France, and that in the hope of _ ~~ 
attaching him to his service, he had given orders for Tourville 
his appointment to the rank of Capitaine-de-vaisseau. received 

So long, however, as Louis XIV. remained at peace co Ur t f 
with England, Holland, and Denmark, the oppor- Louis XIV. 
tunities of naval war were somewhat diminished, and 
De Tourville availed himself of the leisure afforded 
him by a domestic life with his mother and brother, 
and other friends of his family. In the following 
year, however, he heard a report of a naval expedition 
being about to be despatched to the island of Crete, 
and he repaired to the Court to seek for employment. 
It happened that on the day ho arrived at St. 
Germain's, the King was about to bestow three hdtona 
of Mar6chal de France, on the Marquis de Cr6gny, 
De Bellefonds, and D'Humieres, when De Tourvillo's 
curiosity induced him to remain in the royal apart- 
ments to witness the ceremony, in company with the 
Count de Chateau- Regnaud, a young naval aspirant 
like himself. The latter jokingly remarked that 
" ' Selon toutes les apparences, nous no pouvons nous, 
flatter, ni vous ni inoi, de parvenir a cette digniteV 
' Pourquoi non ? ' repondit De Tourville. ' II faut tou- 
jours avoir en vuo le plus haut degre* dans la route 
que Ton suit, le dosirer avec ardour, et n'oublier rien 
pour pouvoir un jour Fobtenir.' " M. de Ch&teau- Anecdote 
Regnaud replied, that such a hope was all very well for of Ch&teau- 
soldier-officers, but no naval men could aspire to the and De 
honour of being a Marshal in France, and he ended by Tourville. 
saying, " Je crois no rien hazarder do vous promettre 
un diamant lorsquo vous serez Mar6chal de France ; 
vous ne risquez pas davantage de m'en promettre un 
lorsque je le serai;" and, singularly enough, both 
friends in the result earned their diamond bets. 

The King of his own act nominated De Tourville 1669. 
to the command of a ship in a joint expedition 
which he resolved to send for the relief of Candia, 

K k 2 
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J OS'.). Iit'i-->]ji|f9- s iiii'l otlnr hiii.'ijl rraft ; tin: craw* of all lU 
hail I'lijuliijjfil iiiiiouiil.i-'l to tin: l'< -fcjii'H. a Ui: fop'': *#i 
OV/1 lii'Ji. '1 li" lli-i-t id Hr<>t, ironhifttin^ of *Y2 t\.]],i 
of v. ar. ■,'.;>.- ':<j!fiffiah<l<:ij l#y Al . ili- (Mi;i1.<'iiii-i(''^iiau<l, 
uii'li i ill*- Mini^ti-r i#f Al.-uim- Jiinnii-lf, M. «!■- Si*igiif:liii. 

'J In- l .'•fjift-<l< nili- lit i-t i-oul'l not |#j-j|j<£ to^-tln.')' Ui'tP: 
tlj.'tii 70.--.ail. ;nii| ai'Oplin;/! y tin* jUinM.ioJi Mass liSiJf|#ily 
<-1I«'-1i«I in .-jfili- of tin-in, ami tin* '.'OililJiaii'l ill i:lin*f 'ii 

tlii- uiiil.i 'I ll- • t ;it Hri\-t wjiss yrl van to iii: To'irvil!**, 
Ii.-jmiil' tin- Aliiji.-t'-r of .Mitriin: ovi-r lijiu. Tin: Kifj^', 

iirr .-oon il?- |ji- Inal'l of till* junction, tjilJlftllJltti-'l 

In.-; 'n»\' i.'. to M. ill- Si-iujji'lai to ss<-«*k tin: i-jii-inv. 
in oi i|i-j- 1o \,\\\ t 'j ifi;itti*i> to tin; aH/iti"i*iin:iit of «i 
(/i-iiii.il iii-lioii. I#ut nltJiou^Ji ail jiiti'ti'-to Wi-r«: i-ajfi*/ 
Hi tljj.- ol/ji 1 1 1 Iji \ wi-ji' 'loonn-'l to holm- iliftajijioiiil- 
in' nl . jift j.ii ■■;. Jji- Touivilli- was f'oin'i'i'iH-il, ami 1j»' 
ami tli' Mij«i.<1i-r ij<iil 1.i a 'l tin- il'-irt ami i*<-j#;iii*-*i to 
tin- i'omt. v.Ih ji- our In-ro li-joJln-il liift Wiia ami j/a-ja«-'l 

tli' V, liil'l". 

Hi'.JO. In HJ'.jO 1 lii- Killer, in orili-r to m.-uli \Af. aealii-fiv-- 

\ h tion iit Ili' .-'iv ji' ft of tin* fount ili; TourvilJf, nam"! 

,#l " v ■■■■ ■ ■ i • i • 

fuiiili- Viii I' 1111 Vn'- A'linu.iJ -' jfJH-j'iil uf lii« naval army, aii'l 

iijijiOiijti 'I Ii.iii to tin- ''OiJJluiiJJ'l of tin: JJn-ht ili-i-'. 

v.li' ii Ji' ia.i."'l liih lla;/, 'ili tin* iJtli Join*, oil hoapl 

" li- !:o|ijJ J'uviil" with a vii-vv of a«tin;f in tl.i: 

< ' I ; ; i M 1 1 ' J : ■ _* . i i 1 1 .- 1 . I I j ■ - (|i-i-tn of i'ih^iilinl ;tJi<l JJollaii'l. 

!-.t;i - ol .. ■ :i tin r oMi.^i'tl liim to p-turu to j/ort, v\ln-r«- 

In \va.- j'/in'«l \i) tin* .-.ijua'lj'oii ol" M. ili: ( 'li/iti-aii- 

!.'• L'liiiuil li.-i". 1 1 j ■_* lii.-. liar/ on " li'- JJaijoliin Ifov-ii.'' 

.ni'1 Al il Anile -. ill'- in" Ij<- AJaf/niliij'n-," ho tliat iiis 

ll'-i t i ifjn|fi.-'-il of '/''*> hliijift of tin: Inn: ."iJnl 'J.~ lil'i--sliij/e. 

I/* .-nil-.- ii r.'iil i .-. i-.u'mi il njiv. iij'ilh of -1700 caiiiioli 

All v.i -iit loM-ii on tin- 'J'Hli iIiiiii* witli a f'a-.ouratjlt' 

l/i«-i/'- # Ji'/jf hi*/ 1o Innl tln-iiift'-l vi-ft at fci*a In-fori* tlii* 

Kir.'ii.'li Ij;>«1 I'M. 1 in ir jioiIr. Ni-vi-illn-li-fts, •aIji-ii 

II.i ■. .-i-vlil'-'l tin l,l«- of Wi.L'lit, on tin: *Jn'J July, tin; 
•I'liiii. * 
■ .' i, .,')., . ' 'onli 'li-i.ili. Il-' 1. ol Kn-zlaini ami Holland wan ji-aily 

•<nli ia .-.nit {,, ji:iiivi- tiji-m tJji: foi'jjji*!' Uii'li:!' tin; il'd 1 ' of J|i|- 
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rt, Earl of Torrington, and the latter under that of 1690. 

rertzen ; but the utmost force that the confederates *>~~ 

id assembled was 56 ships of war, Dutch and Queen 

nglifdi. As soon as it was known in London that Mar 7 *° 

e French fleet was in sight, Queen Mary sent 

>wn a peremptory command to the Admiral to 

gage at all hazards, Her Majesty having received 

formation that the Jacobites were to avail them- 

Ives of the presence of the French to excite a 

neral insurrection, and it was therefore necessary 

at their fleet should be forced to withdraw from 

e British coasts. 

There is always some confusion of dates at this Battle off 

riod of history in consequence of the new and old n a J^ 

rle, so that the engagement that I am about to re- June 90 

ye is said by the French to have been fought on the P 1 "* ™* 

fth Jul v. and bv the British and Dutch on the 30th 

me. However, what is more important, it took 

ace in mid-channel, off Beachy Head, or, as the 

•eneh call it, Bevezieres. 

Herbert made signal for close action at eight a.m., 

d half an hour afterwards the Dutch squadron, which 

rmed the van of the Confederate fleet, attacked the 

ir squadron of the enemy under D'Estrees, and put 

em into some disorder. De Tourville had ranged 

s fleet to meet the attack in a curve, or half-moon ; 

d it has been argued that it was indiscreet to have 

:ed his fleet in a formal line of battle, whereas, had 

left every ship at liberty to do her utmost, the 
aglish would have undoubtedly been more roughly 
rated \ The Karl of Torrington, not being suffi- 
?utlv on the alert, did not come into action till near 
[j o'clock, which delay occasioned a considerable gap 

the Confederate fleet, and of this De Tourville 
ailed himself, by making use of the advantage to 
erwhelm the Dutch, who, though they defended 
emselves most gallantly, were surrounded, and suf- 

* Bapin. 
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1 r»JM>. fm>f| aeverdy from 1Ji<9 unotjual conflict. They, how- 
ever, wit.li ^rcut judgment ordered their fleet to 
anchor; Imt Mir French, ill lowing their ahipa to ridp, 
wen 1 carried away hy tin* atrouif ohb-tido, or M JJe 
Tour villc report a ho ahould hnvo forced tho entire 
I)u!cli Mijtiadron fci H<rikc, had it nut happened that, in 
a I't'W miiitil-'-H, flu* Dutch were out or danger. More- 
over, Mm Kiirl of TorriiiKton ordered iliii entire fleet 
to weigh, iiii'l atnod to the eaatwnrd with tho flood- 
tide. 

'Mil- I'ViH-li |)i> Tourvillc admits, " I In a't'loigrifVont tin peu de 

I'/T'ii. " ,,(,,,H J iioiih HMiiiiui'H toujour* i»ti presence; lo tent 

riiif tiifi.; i-hIi totijoiii'H dn leur eote." Neverthelena tho French 

iii<4friifi.ififi | U ivjui(.|? |iri*NHi*d on Mm punmit resolutely an far M 

"AtiiM-," H-yo Ihiy, where they enmo up with Mio " A fine, M 70, 

on hIioi'i! near Wiiiehelaun, mid Rent on two ahipa to 

bum her, which her (laptaiu only prevented liy netting 

lit'? to Ikt fiitiiMf«If. I)e Tourvillc, however, atond in 

and out of Mm hnya nloiig Mm Kngliah coaat, and om 

of hm Captain* attempted to hum a Dutch ahip of 

«ciil.y-four gun*, which had got atratideri in ono of 

Mk'Iii, hut her C V>tnniiuicli>r defended her no atoutly that 

}ii< could not auceood. Ultimately tho Karl of Toning- 

ton retreated into the mouth of tho Thame*, leaving 

a few frigid c* to watch Mm motion* of tho enemy, and 

l>c Tourvillc remained maater of tho Channel. 

The entire Kngli*h ahorn wan plaeed in tho utmoat 

roiifuMiou from the iipprchcu*iori of a deaeent hy the 

I'Vcndi in favour of the Jaeohite insurrection. In fact 

|)<> Tourvillc relate*, in hi* report to tho King, "Hi lea 

(rnlercM etiiieut. avec moi, je pourrai* tenter rpiehjue de- 

Hceiite ; n> (|ni feroit ii u trr*-hon oflet, ot feroit miovx 

lii> e.f in no'f t re ;> 1 1 peu pie la defnitn do aon arrnoo, rjn'on 

^7™,'"'" tiwhermli- lui eiudier." The Kreneh Admiral aotit home 

*\iiw\\inr hi* m-phew, the ManpiiR de Chateau- Morand, with hia 

I,m mir-fi'44 ch'fipatrli, |,,|I, ho f ii r from rceeiving tho rewards that 

iwuJ''' n '* ' ,JI '' KO .P'^.V •■"■rued, Ii!m Uovcrutrieiit blamed I)e 

ifn.uin. Tourvillc lor not mukiu^ more uao of hi* victory altnoat 



FRESCH ASMIBAL. 509 

as much as the Earl of Torrington was blamed for his 1690. 

defeat. The latter was brought before a Court Martial _ 7" 

on the 10th December, but, after a full hearing and strict too b 

examination of the evidence on both sides, he was unani- acquitted. 

mously acquitted of treachery and cowardice, and ofy jean 

having sacrificed the Dutch. The Dutch Admiral Evert- testimony 

zen gave his testimon v that " it had not ever been heard _5*. 

of that 22 ships fought so long against 82, of which equality 

17 carried no less than from 80 to 100 euns." of the 

contending 
De Tourville returned to Brest to refit ; but in the fleets. 

first days of August received orders to carry his fleet D* Toor- 
(after detaching a squadron to the Irish Sea) to make a descent 
a descent near Teignmouth. On the 5th the boats on Teign- 
of the French fleet, with 1800 men, landed on the {JJJJE^ "* 
Devonshire shore, under the Comte dTEstrees, and great pot 
attacked an entrenchment, from which a small (^-jf^ 
rison of 150 men were easily driven, and three guns 
taken. The churches were then ransacked, and the 
town set on fire, and 116 houses burned. The next 
step was to burn the shipping in the roads, which 
consisted of nine ships of forty guns, two of thirty, and 
one of twenty-four, all ready for service, together with 
eight sail of merchant-ships, laden with leather and 
hosiery ; the whole affair not lasting more than five 
hours, without the loss of a single life. The guns and 
goods were safely carried off and put on board the 
fleet, and the men re-embarked on board the ships, 
which, taking up their anchors, sailed to Torbay, 
where thev created a srreat alarm. A commemoration 
of this calamitous incident is perpetuated at Teign- 
mouth, where one " of the streets still retains the 
appellation of French Street. 

The Count de Tourville now carried back his trium- The French 
phant fleet to Brest, where it was placed in winter order, tot 
while the Admiral himself repaired to the Court, and gy^^ 
was distinguished by his sovereign with every mark of 
satisfaction. The Marine Minister, 31. de Seignelai, 
omitted nothing to prove to him that he deemed him 

TOL. HI. L 1 
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1090. worthy of his friendship ami protection, and that ha 
~~ had nobly sustained tho glory of tho Frenoh Navy. 
It was indeed a real misfortune to Do Tourville that he 
lost this amiable man ami firm friend hcforo the clow 
of tin 1 year. Ho was Hon to tho famous Colbert, and 
died at thirty -nine yours of ago. On his death-bed he 
sent for our Admiral to take leave of him, and to com* 
mit tho naval honour of Franco into his hands. 
1601. In the beginning of tho year 1001 Do Tourville'a 
wife presented him with a son and heir, and tho Count 
de Toulouse honoured him by holding tho infant at the 
font. The fleets of all tho contending powers were 
late this year in going to sea. It was the end of 
June before Do Tourville quitted Hrest, with a fleet 
of 75 sail, and crews amounting to 82,S14 men. 
Admiral Although Lord Torrington had been acquitted by tho 
Kdwurd (jourt Martial, the King of Kugland deprived him of his 
u]>]M>inLiHl command, which was bestowed upon Admiral Edward 
to com- Uussell, with a licet of ninety -one sail, fifty -seven of 
lie"" " which were line of battle. Lord Russell was ready for 
Hea the beginning of May ; hut it was late in tho month 
before the British fleet was joined by as many as 
twenty-eight Dutch ships of war, so that a groat part 
of the months of May and June were spent to very 
little purpose. The Smyrna ileet had boon ox|>octod 
home in tho spring; and as tho English and Dutch 
had a joint concern therein, to the amount of up- 
wards of four millions sterling, both nations were appro- 
KusKi'U hensive of its being attacked by the French. The 
ImiUfri tin- instructions given by the new Marine Miuitter, M. 
n?w" f du l^rtdmrtmm, to Do Tour villa had espeoial refer- 
vill<> t<> ence to this Smyrna ileet, of which they liad express 
|?l lt,iruthc information that it had quitted Leghorn on the 7th 

Smyrna l °, 

flici. April, and was expected to arrive in tho chops of 

the Channel by the beginning of Juno. Admiral 

.Russell had been directed to take the utmost care for 

its preservation ; and, having appointed single ships 

to cruise at every point of the compass, traced it 
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safely into K in sale harbour, whither he carried his 1691. 
whole fleet for its protection. The instructions given — 
to De Tourville being first and foremost to capture 
the Smyrna fleet if possible, the French extended 
their observation over such an extent of sea that 
Russell had no difficulty in escorting the Smyrna fleet 
first to Scilly and then to Plymouth, where he parted 
with it, on the 13th July, and stood across to the 
French coast, sending on Sir Cloudesley Shovel to look 
into Brest. In the meantime, ships on both sides were 
encountered and taken; and De Tourville, having 
captured the " Mary Rose," first learned from her that 
the Smyrna fleet had passed by. 

Admiral Russell appears to have believed that Count 
de Tourville had orders from his Court to avoid fight- 
ing ; but it appears from " Les Archives de Marine' ' 
that the French Admiral was much reflected upon 
for not fighting, a long despatch being extant 
from M. de Tourville to M. de Portchartrain in De Tour- 
reply to the unjust reproaches that had been made SJ^^ d 
against lxim '. Russell, on the other hand, was exposed incur cen- 

• It will illustrate the character and ability of De Tourville, 
and mav not be without its use in naval warfare, to transcribe 
a sentence of this Admiral's marginal notes to the " instructions " 
sent him by the Minister of Marine, Portchartrain, May 26, 1691. 
The King had desired that De Tourville would show his flag in 
the Channel as a protection to the French coast, but not 
attack if the enemy was his superior ; on which he says, " J'ai 
deja eu l'bonneur de le dire au Roi. Des le moment que deux 
armevs sont en presence et en etat de se pouvoir reconnoitre, il 
est impossible d'eviter un combat, quand une armee ennemie 
voudra engager 1 'autre et qu'elle aura le vent, surtout dans une 
saisun ou la nuit n'est que de trois ou quatre heurs, et ou les 
coups de vent no peuveut pas faciliter uue separation. II n'y 
aura d'autre exj>edient que d'abandonner tous les vaisseaux qui ne 
seroient pas tins de voile ; ce qui ne se peut pas pratiquer, car ce 
sen at une inauter"" qui intimideroit de telle maniere les equi- 
pages, qu'il seroit tres-ditficile de les pouvoir rassurer, lorsqu'il 
faudroit combattre. Tous les offieiers generaux et ceux qui ont 
la pratique a la mcr coiiviciulront de ce fait ; et que le ineilleur 
r«rti (quoique inferieure en uombre) est d'attendre l'enneEii 

Ll2 
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J(JiM. to the censure of tho House of Commons for with- 
drawing early in August to Torlwy, when he found 
th,Mr ' h i** antagonist gone into Hrest, and ho was directed 
conduct by the Admiralty to put to son again; hut on the 2nd 
from their tf t ,.,t,, lu i M , r in* iinciMiiiteriHl a violent storm, which 

iiovrm- l m ... 

incut*, obliged him to send many of his ships into Plymouth 

to relit, siller which the Putvh Admiral returned to 
Holland, with the first and second rates under his com- 
mand ; while Russell having despatched a squadron, 
under Viee-Adiuiral Pclaval, to look after a French 
squadron reported to have gone to Limerick, returned 
to St.. Helen's. 

It is not a little remarkable that Louis XIV. should 
have lived lor some years in close intimacy with 
.lames 11. without having learned the weakness of his 
judgment ; vet it is no longer doubtful that the exiled 
King had succeeded in satisfying the King of Franco 
that the Knglish nation were so attached to the 
Stuart, family as to he almost unanimous in tho desiro 
•InniiM II. for their restoration. Accordingly, in the calculations 

ami ijimiH , m( j . m . ail tr ( .nients undertaken hv the French Cabinet 

entertain n , * , 

strong !l t' this period, the base of operations adopted for the 
l.oposof voar 1( ;j)2 W as an expectation that the British fleet 

tin* uoioo- .... 

tionof tho w ^ n ** s Admiral might ho expected to revolt in a 
KhkH**1i body as soon as they found themselves in presence 

of the French licet n. 

Tho truth was that King James, with all his faults 

and shortcomings, was better valued by the officers 
of tin* Navy than by any other set of men in Eng- 
land, most, of them having served under him as Lord 
High Admiral, and many having been preferred by him 
when in that high capacity, which gave them a grateful 

en limi mil re el, <lc tcnir tine brave. coiitciinncf 1 ." In the mm* 
t rank spirit lie an my era n prohibition on the nuhject of rel&ckt*. 
" Ijc lieu <h'H ri'laehrs <li : ]>en<l den vents ctdci« Hcririuntft qui arrive 
a la liicr. II est. tie la tleriiicre import Hiiro quo toutc rarraet 1 
relArhe en nii'ine lieu vt riist'tnbb*. pur lot* incouvcuionU qui 
pourroii'iit result or il'iiiic Hrpurutiou." 
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esteem for his person. The Stuart agents boasted of 1602. 
this 80 far as to say they had brought back many of 
Russell's fleet to James's interests, including' even the 
Admiral himself. Jt is admitted that Rear- Admiral 
Carter had been applied to by the Jacobites, but that 
he gave the Uritish Government intimation of it, 
who ordered him to humour things, and to com- 
municate all that he might be able to learn upon the 
matter. On the other hand, the Jacobites credulously 
gave in to what they wished, while James laid the 
whole matter before the Most Christian King, and ^J T<mr " 

W til £% m M 

procured from His Majesty an order to Do Tourvillo ordered to 

"de cornbattre Tennemi fort ou faible, et quoi qu'il pout fight at all 

» hazard*, 

arnver. 

King William, before he quitted England in March, James II. 
to resume the campaign in Holland, gave his in- ft descent 
atruetions to Admiral Kussell to use all imaginable upon En*- 
diligenee in getting the fleet out to sea, His Majesty iJ^j' § xiv. 
assuring him at the same time that he himself would make* a 
not fail to quicken the Dutch fleet. Information had Mr«yk»hi 
now come in with much correctness that the plan of 
the French King wus to concert with the malcontents 
in England an invasion on the coast of Sussex. An 
army was actually assembling on the shores of Nor- 
mandy, under the Marcchal de JJcllcfonds, consisting 
of about 0000 French and about 14 battalions of Eng- 
lish and Irish troops — the whole amounting to about 
20,000 men, and King James was himself in the 
midst of them; while Louis XIV. was at the same 
time in full campaign with a great army in Flanders, 
when; he took Mons. Marechal des Lorges was in 
Oerrnany, Catinat in Italy, De Noailles in Spain ; but 
the King looked with the greater interest to the effi- 
ciency of his navy. Several hundred transports and 
vessels of small draught of water were assembling 
in the French ports in the beginning of April, await- 
ing the arrival of the squadron from the Mediter- 
ranean, under the Count d'Estrecs, which was to 
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MJi/2 cm'-oi'L Lliiii expedition iteron* the Channel, Theft 
.. 7" . Itiii'lfii'-'l, liownvr, uL thin time mich a cofit'muauc« 

WilJ'U llliM ' ' ■ 1 i til II 

ni'.riin '" stonuH ;ui'l eontrriry windij, that I) KMtrtH.11 could 

ImHti- llie ,,„(, rnUll . ;i\,tml with lllH H'juadron fU ftOOU ru 111! 

Mitiii'-'tiiiii .' hoped, siii'l thu Kn^lihh Admiralty hud therefore 

h'ittiii'i- to eolleef. two eolmidenthle NfjUJftdrotlN, (JIM 

under Kir Ralph l>eluvnl, whieh arrived in th« 
f Jowim nhout tli<! he^iniiiiitf of Mnreh, and, tint otlier 
of eighteen anil, under J t<mr- A dm i ral Carter, which 
wild ordered !o criiihi] hh ta'ttr the French coftut ru 
po^Me, in order to ohf.iiin thi; mojit correct iufor- 
iiiation of what with ({0111*4 on there. 

<7n<i-M M.-tt y, at the hciid of the Ke^eney, informal 

of the |fj-«-|»;i i-ji1,iifiiM i^'fin^ on, ^iiv<; order for IiiujUmi- 

|{i|n»rii(l injjr l.h' a Ih-et out to wit. At the Mime time rdiu 

'Iin.m.- n„i, j rt>l|l .,| w a mint a, under thu authority of the Privy 

#, i ' '"' i i • t* ■ i 

"Min m ••( foiiiK-il, lor Mi'* itj>|ir<-)n'tiHiofi in *evenu uimjMfutetl 

iiiiiilni, jMihoi.rt ; it if I iix u inalieiouM utid dangerou*! re- 

..i.'il ' i ' port wii.i up rend uhroiid thut Noma of tint officer* 

• in- (/iimi i,[ (.hi- ih-ii, were iUniiW'fi'U'A to her *erviee f Her 

ilt Mitji-Hly instituted a ri^id imjiiiry, mid ordered noiiih 

l.,>i,ti v to he dine hurled from their employment, ut the Mima 

time iiitiiiiitl.in^ to Adminil KuMHidl that vhu hml 

fin! iftlicl hen-elf ihi< report wan •* u tiling devined of 

the enemy," mid thut «he would take no further 

htt-pH in it, whieh prod need u uimiiimouN odd rent* 

IVoiu nil tin' ollieern of the fleet, ** thftt they would 

with nil iihirril y utid n-holotion venture their live* 

in tUWur*- of lli-r iMiiji-Hty mid the liherty und religion 

nf their country ." 

\h - ii.ui Ah noon in*, he Tmirvillc hml heen apprised of tint 

■/ill. iimi |,n ^iiict' t,r mi Kn^lihh m<j i tit droii oil tli» count of Nor- 

.u'lT'i.n llm inmidy, In- vvri^linl iiiii'hoi' oh the Ulh Mliy,nild brought 

•ilnl hi:i (lii'l. In IIi'l-trililliHV'Olihihtillgiif U7 n\\l\)H of Wltr Ittld 

V lit i- i-.liipo ; hoi. s-.lii»rt.l\ nM»Mwiirdrt he wiiNJidtiiHl liy the 
R<|iiinli<ui oI'IIh' .Mmi|iH'hH ile Viillrlte, of 7 wIllpM of tllti 
Inn-, r*o I hut hin ciiliri' fleet wiim ruined to 4*1, or Notun 
Riiy (JM hlnjM of wiir mel 1 1 fuv-*liipH. Admiral HummcII 
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had raised his flag at St. Helen's on the 8th May, and 1692. 
began forthwith to cruise with his fleet between the 
Isle of Wight and Cape La Hogue. On the 11th he 
was joined by the squadrons of Delaval and Carter, 
and by the Dutch fleet, so that the Confederate fleet 
numbered 99 ships of the line. When, on the 27th 
May, these facts were made known to the King of 
France, who was besieging Namur, together with the 
address of fidelity that had been presented by the 
officers of the fleet to the Queen Regent, he imme- 
diately sent a courier to King James, who was en- 
camped at Barfleur, to assure him how vain was his 
hope of a defection in his favour, at the same time 
directing orders to be despatched to De Tourville De Tour- 
that he should on no account engage, at all events TjJJf. „ 

receive™ 

until he had assembled the several squadrons of counter- 
D'Estrees, De Laporte, and De Chateau-Regnaud. But ^ de g. from 
it was already too late by the clock for De Tourville too late. 
to receive these orders, for the opposing fleets came 
in sight on the 28th May. 

As soon as the Confederate fleet could be seen in De Tour- 
its entirety, De Tourville ordered his own fleet to lay ^k ^old* 1 
to, and summoned a Council of War on board his flag- f war. 
ship, " Le Soleil," of which we have received a circum- 
stantial account. It was attended by the seven 
superior officers of the fleet ; and, as soon as they 
were seated, the Admiral walking up and down the 
cabin with his hands behind his back (as was his cus- 
tom), addressed them: "Messieurs, la flotte enne- 
mie est forte de quatre-vingt-huit vaisseaux ; nous en 
avons quarante-quatre. Faut-il combattre, oui ou non ? " 
He addressed men of service and distinction, such as 
De Gabaret the companion of Du Quesne against De 
Ruyter, D'Amfreville, Langeron, Coetlegon, the friend 
and the comrade of the Admiral, termed, " son mate- 
lot," De Villette, De Relongues, Caimetier — all brave 
men, the heroes of many battles, devotedly attached 
to De Tourville. The council, taken aback, made no 



M<» U Attaint UK IWHVIttV, 

Itfii-V furl her lU'tiUtratioUi hut ilctctiuiiuHl, with une Wttwh 
ant \ouv, llml to iuvoi»t bttttlo >w»uM U* tt» pjukuhj the 

llirlomi . . ' i k hi 'ii 

oiltifWui- "»vt to eoittun dilvut mul itV*t motion. I Hj I our vim* 
ml ww to tlun tviul to thorn tho kuitf'* lot-tor, ortUu'ilitf thnt> 

not with- ^ w > ^tit^tilil H^;h( the etietil\ Ulldor till oilVUUHtttlUHiM 

Htniultu^ an, I our after I ho other, riaintf from hi* MMit With lilH 

u»»;l-*a luilli! tMl lli.i heart, otloU IV|»Ottlod NllOOOlitaively, " Kti 

of thru " moll Aiiio et eottnoieueo, lltolt NY I* o*i i|u'il tbut OOlll- 

! l , lVl hattro." After thin nooiio tht» olNooW M-urtiOtl lt» tlwif 

I lUlllllt'tirO ... . 

ttiout ui" hhiji.i ; and tho Admiral alalia Wed, ** LniMott nrrivur 

thr ^i in 1 1 in vrll (. , in i,\ ro nur iVuiuMiti. 1 ' Tho OoitfeilomtoV Hw*t 

lliviu*. wa " * 11 H ,l «'d order Im eitfht oYlook : tin* I Ml toil lit thu 

Mnv -N van, liiin.iell in tho oeiitro, Mid A*hhy ill this IVrtf. 

Tho hut cli mptmlt'oi! wao eotntimiidotl hy Admiral 

Allemoudo. It wan half nit hour nftor eleven tiul'urv 

liunnell itiitt l>o Tmmillo he^Hll tho M^lit, ni thrw- 

(punter intinket nhot diataitoo. 

Tln< Imtllii The 1'iittlo etuuiiiflieoil with H tfroilt deal of V^nnf 

1* llilur (IU l lo (Jj hH l rQj tll|t | yym, (imriiMl Oil Htltil Jlhout 

nilitril by i i i ■ i i 14 

„ |i^. mil) o'eloek, when tlio I'Vetieh llittf iahl|i liMU Mil 

her ti^in^ very inuoh wounded Ahout two tliu 
wind nlulled ; when 11 Vo of tho otiOlu.Y'b hhin bi|ltiul- 
lon piit. round tlio Knglidli llutf ship, nhhdi hftd 
till therm nliifin to deal with till ithdtit loin, vtholt M 
Illicit 1\ jjjt fell, mi thud neither bido eniiM mm tho ul-liur. 
When thin olonrod u littloSir i 'Inutilities Nhnvol wm* 
Hirn in the miiltst. of No Tourvilln'* rod biiimdl'nli, Mini 
tho I'Veneh flttt^ -nlit|* who diaooVoi'rd towlniT lit!' to Mm 
tiorthwiii'd dmiihlod ; hilt, tho foii ^rotvili^ thiokm' tlmli 
hi'luii^ tin* ( 'oulodi'iitto lliMtt tihohiuoil, mul nhntit oight 
lit infill, tho Hi 1 1 1 ijr oi'itboil. (hi tho mut nmriiifig 
llif l'»'K wim mi tliH-k tlmt it whq dillloiilt lor nJlliMf 

hide. Id iiinvii , hut tho htitoh \iui taj^hi lif Mib 
'V\w Kritiifli otn-iiiy, hhd Itunmll i-.hiiui'.d, find ill ii littlo liiuo this 
riLmil. intiir Kr.-nrli Ih-it utio in lli^ht, mill this I'lihlMbs- 

liili* llrit in fii'LiV" jHitoUil Hn Imi'd tVttfe this 

l |, rini-h llii^t jiiiaciil, t.httli ii i/riiit iiutny hhi|i« run 

through Mm liitiM ui Ahhiiui^ MIiihiilv ttiudi fhfM* 
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and shoals that the pilots of the English vessels 1692. 

would not dare to follow them. Three great French ~~ 

ships ran ashore, about eighteen got to the eastward of 

Cape Barfleur, and thirteen hauled close in with the 

shore near La Hogue. Vice- Admiral Rooke was sent Great losses 

after them, with several men-of-war and fire-ships, and «f h 

burned six of them. Delaval and his seconds burned 

others. In all there were eighteen ships of war taken 

or burned, including the " Soleil Royal," 104, flag-ship 

of De Tourville, " L'Ambitieux," 104, flag-ship of M. 

de Villette, and " La Magnifique," 76, flag-ship of 

M. Coetlegon, and two 60-gun ships were sunk. The 

English lost none but the fire-ships " which were all 

spent upon action." 

The loss of the French fleet was sensibly felt by James in 
King James, who thereupon wrote to the King of J IS . dl8a8ter 
France, from the camp on shore, "that he had hitherto acutely for 
with some constancy and resolution supported the I^uis. 
weight of all his misfortunes, so long as he himself 
was the only sufferer, but he acknowledged that this 
last disaster had overwhelmed him, and that he was 
altogether comfortless, in relation to what concerned 
His Most Christian Majesty, through the great loss 
that had befallen his fleet V 

The news of the disaster that had happened to the Louis XIV. 
French fleet was received by Louis XIV. with his cha- ^urviH De 
racteristic " grandeur." " Je n'ai rien a me reprocher. with great 
Je ne commande point aux vents. J'ai fait ce qui fovojir, and 
dependoit de moi : le reste est Touvrage de Dieu. f or obe- 

Puis qu'il n'a pas voulu le retablissement du Roi djence to 

d, 41i _ 'irj. ' vii his orders 

Angleterre, ll taut esperer qu ll le reserve pour un affa i n8 t 

autre temps. Tourville, est-il sauve ? On pout trou- such odds. 

ver des vaisseaux ; mais on ne trouve pas aisement 

des hommes comme lui." As soon as circumstances 

permitted, De Tourville hastened to the Court, and 

had all the consolation that could be given to a 

warrior after a disaster, when his Sovereign hastened 

7 Rapin. 
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1692. to his coming with the remark, " VoilA an homme qui 
m'a obei a La Hogue ! " Laconic as was this remark, 
and, at first sight, commonplace, it was nevertheless a 
liig-hl y refined compliment before his Court, because it 
at once adopted to himself the cause of the defeat, and 
gave his Admiral credit for his dutiful obedience to 
his instructions. But no one could say things like 
this King, so that with considerable flattery, hot 
with somewhat doubtful truth, he added, " Comte de 
Tourville, j'ai eu plus de joie d'apprendre qu'avec 
quarante de mes vaisseaux vous en avez battu quatre- 
vingt de mes ennemis pendant un jour entier, que 
je me sens de chagrin de la perte que j'ai faite." The 
name of De Tourville was greatly elevated by this sup- 
port of his Sovereign, which was more than Majesty 
often deigns to confer and act upon ; and there is abun- 
dant evidence that the Admiral obtained great reputa- 
tion for his conduct. In the following year, 27th 
March, 1G93, Louis XIV. nominated seven Marshall 
of France, and the name of De Tourville stands fint 
on the list, although De Boufflers and De Catinat 
were in the same batch. As soon as De Tourvffle 
withdrew from His Majesty's cabinet, he received the 
felicitations of the Court as Marshal de Tourville, sad 
at the same moment his friend, the Count de ChAteau- 
liegnaud, presented him with a fair diamond, remind- 
ing him of the engagement they had made together 
when " brother mids " vears before. 

Very different was the fate of the conqueror. Ad- 
miral Kussell was insulted by the Earl of Nottingham, 
liis victory, by some letters and orders sent him from the Queen, 
is assailed an( j ^ e House of Commons harassed him with many 

on all sides, .. ... , . .. ,. , . , * 

and tedious inquiries and examinations, which raised a 

dismissed popular cry against him, so that it became necessary 

in the end to dismiss him from the command of the 

fleet. 

In the year 1693 the King directed in person his new 

Marshal to organize a new fleet, and De Tourville gave 



De Tour- 
ville made 
a Marshal 
of France. 



Kussell, 
notwith- 
standing 



from the 
command. 

1693. 
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such diligence to the task that he assembled seventy- 1693. 
one ships of war, besides fire-ships, at Brest, and, n 
having raised his flag on the 26th May, he went to Tourville 
sea. The English Vice-Admiral, Sir George Kooke, organizes a 
had been sent with a squadron of twenty- three Eng- 
lish and Dutch men-of-war to convoy the Smyrna 
fleet through the Straits. The French had obtained 
exact intelligence of this rich fleet, which had laid in 
port near a year and a half waiting for a convoy, and 
accordingly a scheme was laid for surprising it as it Scheme for 
left the Mediterranean for the Channel ; they had Jhe Suiyraa 
arranged that the fleet in Toulon should rendezvous, fleet, 
with De Tourville's fleet from Brest, in the Bay of 
Lagos, on the coast of the Algarves, in order to 
surprise it ; and here accordingly, on the 28th May, 
ninety-three sail of the lino were assembled. The 
English Government obtained a late knowledge of 
this fact, and instantly despatched the Channel fleet, 
consisting of sixty-nine ships of the line, to bear away 
for Lisbon. This, by some unaccountable disobedience 
of orders, was not done, and of their own accord the 
English flags came to the determination of remaining 
in the Channel, lest the coasts of the United Kingdom 
should be exposed to insult. 

On the 17th June Sir George Rooke arrived off The French 
Lagos Bay, with twenty-three ships of the line, Eng- !18 hfc Sir 
lish and Dutch. These were sighted by the French Rooke in 
scouts, who reported 140 sail fifteen leagues from the Lagos Bay. 
Straits. Marshal de Tourville immediately ordered the 
anchors to be raised, and carried the fleet off Cargos. 
As soon as the Dutch Vice- Admiral saw the fleet he 
sent a message to Rooke, that they were but four 
miles distant from him, and that he thought it best 
to avoid fighting ; but Sir George thought they were 
already too near to think of retreating ; nevertheless, 
in deference to the Dutch Admiral's opinion and 
advice, he brought to, which also gave time to the 
heavy ships of the convoy to work up to the wind- 
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|h in England and Holland. In England the 1693. 
bour attained to a great height : people scrupled ~~\. 
|f to say that the counsels of the nation were be- content in 
feed, and their suspicions rose to this quarter — England 
^Marquis of Caermarthen and the Earls of Roches- lan(1 at t " ne 
p and Nottingham, the latter more immediately losses of 
ttged with the administration of the Navy, and who j^ , m 1 JJ nft 
I acquired great credit with the Queen. It was inquiry 
1 that the French had obtained information from instituted. 
I Government, and were thus previously acquainted 
Hi the motions of the fleets. An inquiry in relation 
the Smyrna fleet was instituted, which took up 
Mh time, and held long. In conclusion, no ground 
■ found sufficient to condemn the Admirals, as they 
d followed their instructions. 

De Tourville, instead of following Rooke to Madeira, ' 
ftde an unsuccessful attack on Cadiz, and, passing into 
t Mediterranean, sailed along the coast of Spain, 
■fcroying some English and Dutch vessels at Malaga, 
Scant, and other places, after which he repaired to De Tour- 

Ibolon with his collected fleet. Here the Marshal was ™ lle and 

nis men 

Heived with a grand ovation. Tables were laid out are fdted at 
I the streets, balls were given by the authorities and Toulon. 
J individuals, and about 70,000 sailors, with 4000 
Acers, shared the hospitality that was principally 
ddressed to the heroic Marechal de Tourville for all 
lis maritime success. On the 14th September he left 
Poolon with the Brest fleet, which he carried into port 
H safety on the 20th October, when he struck his flag 
nd repaired as usual to the Court, where the King 
eceived him: with his accustomed favour and distinct- 
ion. 

In 1694 Louis XIV. caused his arsenals considerable 1694. 
tocnpation in getting his fleet ready for the prosecu- 
tion of the war, and Marechal de Tourville was ordered 
to assume the command of the fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, with the object of seconding the enterprize 
tf the Mar6chal de Noailles against Catalonia, and to 
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l(S!)l. watch tin: proceeding which it wan apprehended wen; 

contemplated by the enemy on the Italian shoref. It 

Tin Knjr- anchored in tin- Hay of Kohuh, on the 21th May. The 

I'll 11 !' fc 

\\ . t '" KiiL'lihh thought to take advantage of the departure of 
llii'iriitfiifk , . . . 

on Hn-ni., the MareVhal with Iiih fleet from 1 J rent by Hcuding a 
hui Uni- c-rjiij'iiiil expedition, under Admiral UuhhcII and General 

liil!*l| 

\)\iuui- and Toll en niche, to ravage that port and aracnal, which left 
IhinlWU. Knghind mi the 2S)th May, hut returned after a mort 
fatal miscarriage on the 15th June. The fleet wan 
then sent tu bombard J>icppcaud Dunkirk, and infernal 
iiiacliim-H were employed to alarm the French coant* 
in the absence of the French fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean. 

I'll'* French fleet in tin; meanwhile had little duty 
hut to convoy the hupplicH required hy the army for 
the hie^'h of I'almoH (jcrotia, Onlatria, and Caatclfoleet, 
all of w hi cli hurrendered to Marshal do NoailleH, who 
then resolved to lay Hiegc to Barcelona. I>e Tourville 
accordingly embarked men, arum, and ammunition in 
Hiiilieient quantity for Mich an enterprine. 
l>> At length, on the hint day k of July, Admiral UuMiell 

ii' 11 ) 11 ! i appeared before Barcelona with a confederate fleet. 
in Toulon Fnglihli and Ilutch, cmiHiHting of 1*50 Hail, of which 
I" ;^!. , | ,lini1 HS were of the line; and Marshal de Tour ville, not 
considering himself in a condition to look hucIi a 
fleet in the faee, withdrew Ii!h fleet, pursuant to 
orders into the port of Toulon, lien: lie took all the 
means at his disposal, hy signalH along idiorc and hy 
houl.H afloat, to keep himself well informed of the where- 
about* of the enemy, while he kept a vigilant eye upon 
tin- condition of his own fleet for Hcrvicc, if required, by 
keeping it clean, and in good rigging. In thin way 
the adviccH he continued to receive during the winter 
of Admiral Russell's force, and the cHtimate he had 
formed of his diligence, prevented the French fleet from 
quitting port all through the winter, and accordingly 
the Man-dial ohtained leave from the King to repair 
to hih government of tin? Fays d'AuniH, where he was 
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enabled to have an eye upon La Eochelle at a moment 1694. 
when the English were making vast use of infernal 
machines, which at this period had been employed in 
some of the ports of France with great injury to their 
ships and arsenals. An adventurer of the name of 1697. 
D'Aragne, a native of Bayonne, invented one, which Successful 
was tried at Rochefort, and in a great measure sue- attack on 
eeeded ; but in a similar attempt at Toulon, he was Cartagena, 
discovered, and De Tourville had him shot. At 
this time also an adventurer of the name of Petit 
laid a plan before the Marechal for the destruction 
of the Spanish port of Cartagena in retaliation. 
As the expense of the proposed enterprise was very 
great, and the promised reward immense, a company 
was formed under the Baron de Pontis to supply the 
means for this object, and share the profits as a private 
speculation. The expedition, consisting of ships and 
soldiers, appeared before Cartagena on the 12tb April, 
1697, and so completely were the Spaniards taken by 
surprise that an immense booty was obtained, and all 
the fortifications of the port destroyed. 

"While the Marechal was in his government he 
received the intelligence of the death of his elder 
brother in the spring of 1697. He left one son, 
having lost the other two, who perished on the 
field of honour by the side of their distinguished 
uncle. 

The finances of all the belligerents had now, in the 
eighth year of the war, arrived at such a condition of 
exhaustion as forced upon them the necessity of devising 
some expedient to establish peace, which was, indeed, 
rendered probable already by the languor of military 
operations in 1696. Propositions therefore were made Peace of 
to the French King to acknowledge William III. as **y 8W ick. 
King of Great Britain, and to restore his conquests, 
the result being the Peace of Kyswick, concluded in 
October, 1697, between all the European family. 

Marechal de Tourville established himself at Paris, 
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ltii)7. feel in:* already the necessity of sonw repoje after 
tiu 1 part that had fallen upon his energies throughout 
tlio \v;ir. Mis hraltli had Iveu seriously affected by it, 
and tlu» King perceived that ho was not so constant in 
his attendance on the Court as ho used to bo. Whon, 
therefore, on the death of Charles II., King of Spain, 
Louis XIV. bestirred himself again to take the field 
against the whole of Kurope, in the interest of the succes- 
sion of his grandson Philip, l>uke d'Aujou, ho directed 
that liis tloot shouhl ho placed in readiness for action, 
aiul soul to l>e Tourville to command that which should 
protect the Mediterranean ; hut the Admiral sent hit 
duty to his Sovereign, to say that lie had sufficient 
warning that his glass was run, and that he must 
Itaitli dedicate tin 1 remainder of his days to heaven. The 

lif 1 * 1 * ... Count d'Kstrues was accordingly nominated in his 

Tourville * 

May 27-2S, place, and the Mareehal Undent I until the night of the 
1701. 27th-2Sth May, 1701. when he yielded up his soul at 

the age of fifty-live years. He left two young chil- 
dren, a hoy and a girl, to Uith of whom the King con- 
ferred a handsome dotation. The son l>ecame a Colonel 
in the army, and was killed at Deuain in 1712, and the 
daughter married the Count de Uressar, and has left 
descendants. 
Hifl The Mareehal Count de Tourvillo is certainly among 

character. ^ 1C |UOH ^ r , n j, M . n i f) f tlu» naval heroes of Franco, and 

one who has given tin 1 greatest share of maritime 
glory to the age of Louis XIV. Ho was one of the 
first naval commanders who may he said to have be- 
longed to the Court; but ho evinced nothing of its 
effeminacy, either in seeking its ease or neglecting his 
own calling for its fascinations. Indeed he shared in 
all the perils of the profession, and evinced much 
judgment and prudence in every command. His 
carrying his fleet into action, at the battle of La 
Hoguc, at the positive command of the King, when ho 
knew himself to he out- mi inhered two to one, was a 
most noble devotcduess, and the King was generous 
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nough to acknowledge and reward it. He appears to 1701. 
lave given his attention to many useful details of "" 
narine war, especially to the perfecting of signals, and 
o have made himself a very great adept in the 
nanoeuvres of a fleet. Perhaps also De Tourville did 
nore than any of the sea warriors who had preceded 
lim in making the service of the Navy a more credit- 
ible and acceptable service in France than it had pre- 
viously been 8 . 

8 "Vie de Tourville; M6moires de Tourville; De Quincy, His- 
xrire Militaire; Trognon, Histoire de France; Archives de la 
Marine, Eugene Sue ; Life of De Ruyter ; Lediard's Naval History 
>f England. 
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Tjik subject of this notice wa* of good Welsh blood, 
being a grandson of Sir Kichard Herbert of Coldbroke, 
in the county of J 'cm broke, from whom wan descended 
the celebrated Jiord Hcrliert of Cherbury. He wu 
the Hon of Kir ivlward Herbert, Attorney-General to 
Charles J., und Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal to 
Charles J J,, when he wag in exile. Nothing i», bow- 
ever, known witli certainly either as to the place or 
date of hit* birth, and it in remarkable that one who 
had played ho high a part in public affair*, both civil 
and military, should not have found a place in any 
biographical dictionary. 
Soim; Ah a slight episode, although altogether foreign to 

"' M i ,,,lt ,°* the life of our hero (excepting in so far that Sir 

'MPiH'I't h 

from ftdward was his father}, it may be interesting to trail- 
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scribe an anecdote from Lord Clarendon : — After the bat- 1652. 
tie of Worcester the King was without any Great Seal, p. 
for it had been lost there. But at Paris His Majesty don's 
employed a graver to prepare a Great Seal, which he History, 
kept himself, and never intended to entrust to any 
man's keeping ; but, Herbert being still the holder of 
the office of Attorney-General, the Queen urged her son 
to institute him Keeper of the Great Seal, which was a 
reasonable promotion in ordinary constitutional practice. 
The King knew the man well, and had neither esteem nor 
kindness for him ; nevertheless, when importuned, the 
good-natured monarch was not able to refuse it. He 
believed, indeed, it might put Sir Edward Herbert in 
good humour ; and so indeed it did, for he was won- 
derfully delighted to have it. In 1652 the King was 
induced to remove from Paris, and in making out a list 
of those whom he intended to wait upon him in his 
progress, he left out the name of his Lord-Keeper of 
the Great Seal intentionally, because of the vexation 
that Herbert's doubts and difficulties always gave 
him. Sir Edward soon discovered that he was to be 
left behind, and asked His Majesty whether he might 
not have the honour of accompanying him; when 
Charles answered, "No; for he should not require 
any use of the Seal, and intended to make the journey 
without even the ease and accommodation of a coach 
in which he could carry it " (which in truth Charles 
did, putting his coach-horses into a waggon wherein 
his bed and clothes were carried; nor was he indeed 
owner of a coach for some years after). The Keeper 
expostulated upon the dishonour it would be to a 
King to be without his high officer, and to himself for 
being left behind ; so the next day he brought the 
Great Seal and delivered it to the merry monarch, 
and solicited " that he would sign a paper, in which 
His Majesty acknowledged that he had received the 
Great Seal from him ;" which Charles very willingly 
signed, and never saw Sir Edward Herbert afterwards ! 

M m 2 



MH AHTiil'U JfKftJIEftT, 

1000. Our hero Arthur waw bred up in tha «ea tervioe, 
.. ,~~ and, alUr Lin: rebtoration of <!harleb- J J., wan appointed 
rwxive. Lieutenant of tin; " l>i:liuii(^ l > ' in ItiOti, and in Xovem- 

M* lit el Ijj.j- following Wab | /I iyl Ji'/I^'i to the unnMUAMd of tltfi 

uj'jii'iifc' ' " i'l-iobi-olii:," frigate, in llii* ship he liuii an early 

Lin^iielM:B «i|/j><ifi.iiiiji.y of dibtinguibhing hiinuelf; for, nailing 

' 'IT.ii /' b "°' J afu r hit: appointment into the MediUrraitean, 

Mil fif.'Llf'Jf ' • ' 

will* u \n-. Waif. I<ll in with a Jluteh frigate of tftjjjerior toT'*, 
J , ! 1, ' r ' 4 uijf J uullitiilJy cjjL'ijf/"! her from two in i\w afWnoon 

Fitful.*:. r ' ^ ' ' 

till night te(jiuruUr<i them. '1'ljat hi* adversary might 
iiot I'ife': <-ooijiiiiiy iii the dark new, Captain Herbert, 
will* iiiurii fcj/jriL, houted a light; in Uu* morning, 
Ii«iwi -ver, the enemy had bore away, and, beiitg t|j« 
liuiLi r tail" t of the two, feii#u:4-eiii^J in reaching Cadig 

before the " Pembroke " eould get in. Ilerl/ert fol- 
lowed iu, l/iit found bib ehip had lieconu* w foul 
that be whs obliged to have tier hoved down for *ome 
jejiair. during which defeneelegb i&tate bin iiuteb oj/po- 
n< lit bragged exceedingly of hie prowem*, ami tionti- 
iiually bred gums over M* bin]* in defiant. AiW 
the " J Ym broke " witb repaired, llcrljert Jay ready 
to bliji hi* cable at a moment'* notic«; and iiw- 

in* djately he toaw the Jiutchman Under Weigh li* 

ttood after liijii to engage. A bb#ody coiuljftt euwuA, 
and tlii: adversary had the wortt of the engagement, 
but. by hi& buperiority of bailing, effected hi* retreat 
into it neutral port the gecoud time; and our Ca|/iain 

t',aUi ocvi-r girt iiuother rhaij':e for hill revenge, 

AlUi thib giilhtiit all air, whi'h gaii^d h)U) credit, 
JJ<-jJj<'it nUmu-A to Kiiglaiid with a convoy, but lout 
Ins fcliij/ io a <:oll)bioii with another Kngliah «hip (A 
v/ui oif J'oitluiid. 'J hit mibfoiliiii^, Iwiweytr, di4 not 

Jofc-: hioi <:ijijJ<iyjfjeijt ; foi' he WW fcooii after aj/|>oinUjd 

t'l i.Im: " r'liiibtaiit Wurw)/:b, n and feail^d in h*r to th* 
j<}/J M<<Jit<Huo<;iji, y/\ti'.n. t in Muy, 107 J, he engaged far 

&«.#*•■«•!. i,i an ly thri:<: ilays bU':«:«rbbi Vely two Algeri«« frigftfal, 
UiiL.li, a,|| l ^"•'Id hav. fajitui-ed them had liX/t hitf ship U«* 

J 07*i. t'i'/ j/iu'.-h « 'ii|f|#led to |#iiibue theui. In 107H lm urn- 
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manded the " Rupert," and sailed again to the Mediter- 1678. 
ranean, where — in an action with the Barbary corsairs, T 
when he captured his adversary — he was wounded and wounded, 
lost an eye. 

In 1079 he succeeded Sir John Xarborough in the 1679. 
command of the Mediterranean fleet, and was raised to Herbert 
the rank of Vice- Admiral ; and his chief exploit, after a vice- 
he had obtained his flag, was the defence of the town Admiral; 
of Algiers against a squadron of five frigates, which J™^ 
the Dey had fitted out for the purpose of obtaining the Dey of 
compensation for the losses his people continually ^W 6 ™* 
sustained against the vessels of England. In this 
service he proved himself as brave and expert an 
officer by land as he had before shown himself by 
sea; and when it was resolved to abandon the place, 
he directed the demolition of the defences with so 
much ability and success that it never again became 
a harbour for pirates. For these services he was con- 
stituted Kear-Admiral, and, shortly after his return 
home, one of the Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

On the accession of James II., Admiral Herbert 16S5. 
was considered one of the persons most in favour with 
the new monarch, who caressed him greatly, and 
appointed him Master of the Robes, and he sat in 
Parliament for the Cinque Port of Dover. But this Admiral 
gleam of Court favour was soon overcast. Upon his H ^ rbei * 
being pressed by the King to promise that he would rapport the 
vote the repeal of the Test, he answered the King very mcmores of 
plainly that he could not do it, either in honour or 
conscience. The King replied that he knew he was a 
man of honour, but the life he led did not look like a 
man having very much regard to conscience. Herbert 
answered boldly that he knew he had his faults, but 
that they were such that other people who talked 
more of conscience were guilty of the like. He knew 
that he abandoned himself too much to luxury and 
vice, that he had no patrimony, but that, having places 
to the value of 4000/. a year, he chose to jeopardize it 



tt!0 AKTHUR HK1MEUT, 

IO.h.V all rather 11 him comply. Thin con vernation mndp nticb 
ituinc ; lor, iw tin* A<liiiinil had a great reputation f«r 
Ihh cMiniliic-t in Hen iilVuirH, no lie; had boon passionately 
zcmiIimih in .himrn'M Nerviee from hi* fimt getting out to 
tliin ilny. Il> iipj>cnred from thin that no pant Hrrviffli 
would he cmiHidcrcd l>_v that King, if men were not 
resolved in «-f iifiply with him in every thing. 'flie 
Ailiuiral*H brother wan nt thin time Chief Juntion nf 
Kngliiud, who luicl heen appointed, although nn indif- 
ferent lawyer, lor the high notion* he entertained with 
relation to the Kiug'N prerogative. ]|e f however, 
could not go the pure required hy lliii Majcaty, Mil 
openly oppoMeil hiN proceeding* agaitiHt the Hi*hop*. 
II.tUtI. Admiral Herbert, Iwiug (liHtniMKffl frotn all hi* employ* 

ilimiiiHHni j,,,.,,!,^ Wl ,„f ( ovl , r \ n Holland, where ho wan recuivwl 
hum tin* . . . , , , 

rfitiiiniitiil. W1 'l> I'drtieiiliii 1 return, and lim pride and ill- tempt* 

jf«H'H u» were humoured hy the J'rince of Orange. Jferliert i» 
alwayM Mpokeu of iih a man delivered up to pride and 
HchHiiiility, hut iih having a goinl nnderntandtng ; ho 
had gained a mime in Kngland hy liin steady jioliticfi. 
ho thnt the I'rinei* under* tood that it wan expected hy 
the party that he hIiouM eimrt him in the manner he 
hiiiiMiir would admire, lie therefore, beuanto one of 
the principal confidant* mid advineru in all the. infjft- 
huivh reflecting the Revolution. 
KJSS. With thn expedition whieh the J'rinoo of Orange 

IIciKj-h meditated lor u dewMMit upon Kugland, the naval eom- 
hv'thi" * niand wmh (committed to IlerWt, wIioro Ihwt con* i» ted 
I'rmc- of of ahout iif'ty nail, mont of them third or fourth rate*, 
oriu.p- in ;i ,j ( . ()tnln:ill< |' ( . ( | |, y \ )u u-U odieerH, and alHitit 600 trarift- 

tin- fl<<-t. pnrtu to carry tl.e military foreo ol ahout 15,000 HMrii, 

itit.ciiil<(l ti tifl<-r Xchnmhcrg. It wan thought a rather odd thing 

d<H< nt that while the naval force was* for the most part Dutch, 

"I"'" the chief command kIiouM he given to Admiral H«r- 

inbuilt | )( . r t, v ilU( \ t,||j H W rh not much liked either hy the 

State* nor hy the Prince him*clf; hut nothing lew 

would content Herbert. However it wan underfttood 

that he repreKcuted the I'mice'* |Hjrnou an commanding 
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Ui chief, and his appointment was doubtless a politic 1688. 

one, with a view to engage the English fleet to come 

over to the patriot side, and to encourage the seamen 

to desert. In order to do this more effectually, Herbert Herbert 

first addressed a letter to his comrades in the sea service, ^fthilL 

and then stood over to the Downs with the Dutch fleet, officers 

in order to learn what effect his exhortation had pro- ^J^? A 

dnced. At the first essay his success was not promising, fleet 

so that after a fortnight's cruise he returned to the 

Dutch coasts with a better opinion of the King's fleet 

and a worse opinion of the one he commanded, which 

was neither as strong nor so well ordered as he expected. 

On the 19th October the Prince of Orange went on Departure 

board, and the whole fleet sailed. But a great storm ^JjJ^ 

arose the same night, against which it was not possible fleet for 

to struggle. The fleet returned to port rudely handled Ungbnd. 

on the 21st. Violent storms continued to prevail 

during the entire month, but on the 1st November the 

fleet finally put to sea. On board the ships there sailed 

the Earls of Shrewsburv and Macclesfield, the Lords 

Mordaunt, Wiltshire, Paulet, Elan and Dunblain, 

Mr. Herbert, the Admiral's brother, Colonel Sidney, 

Sir Rowland Gwyn, Dr. Burnet, Messrs. Russell, 

Harbord, Ferguson, and others. The intention was 

to have gone to the northward, to have landed the 

army in the mouth of the Humber, but a strong east 

wind rendered this impracticable, and the signal was 

made to steer westward. The same wind, however, 

that diverted the Dutch fleet from its object kept 

the King's ships in the river, and, in a foggy day, 

they passed the mouth of the Thames undiscerned. 

They had now the sea open to them with a fair jhe Dutch 

wind, and Torbay was thought the best place for so * rm J 

great a fleet to lie in, and there the army was securely Torbay, 

landed on the 5th. Nov. 5. 

The King's fleet, under the Earl of Dartmouth, a 
gallant, loyal, and active officer, stood to sea after the 
Dutch with a resolution to fight them ; but the wind 
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1688. 

TIio wind 
and the 
indcciriivo 
conduct of 
JaineH II. 
render 
I)art- 
inoutli'ri 
offortH ti) 
prevent the 
invamoii 
fruition, 
and lie 
returns to 
the Downs. 



Herbert 
created 
Earl of 
Torrinjr,- 
ton and 
Baron of 
Torbay. 

1689. 



that now blow was more favourable to Herbert's eoun 
than to Dartmouth's ; so that it was two or three dayi 
before tho King's fleet came before Torbay. It wu 
thought remarkable that tho naval force, which Jama 
II. had cultivated with so much care, and on which he 
depended so much, and had placed under an Admiral 
who was not only a man of quality but one on whose 
fidelity ho could absolutely depend, an experienced 
ofliccr and a man extremely beloved by the sailors, 
should have rendered so little service to his cause: 
yet it does not appear that he sent them any orders j 
and it soon became very notorious that as soon 
as they had retired to the Downs, several officers 
of the royal ileet, known or well suspected, were 
summarily dismissed : it is yet more strange that the 
King made no use of tho French power at sea, 
although he was in tho strictest alliance with that 
Court, and the naval power of France had attained to 
such a height, as to have l>ccn readily able to contend 
with tho Dutch and English together. As soon, 
however, as Lord Dartmouth saw how little it 
was in kin power to secure tho mastery, he wisely 
yielded to necessity and returned to the Downs. 
In justice to the character of James II. it may here 
be said that he left behind him as numerous, and, in 
every respect, as complete and well furnished a navy as 
England had to that time ever seen. Of 173 ships of 
all rates, 1.10 were ships of tho line, of a tonnage of 
upwards of 100 tons, with nearly 7000 guns and 
42,000 mon. 

As soon as King William had settled his govern- 
ment he made Herbert First Commissioner of the 
Admiralty, and created him Earl of Torrington and 
Baron of Torbay ; who without waiting for his patent 
raised his Hag, and sailed in tho beginning of April, 
1089, in command of a ileet, consisting of twelve sail 
of the line, to oppose the French ileet, under M. 
Chateau-licgnaud, who had conveyed King James 
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*&d his army to Ireland, and landed them at Kinsale. 1689. 
Herbert's fleet was afterwards reinforced to eighteen sail ~" 
of the line, two frigates', a fire-ship, and other smaller 
vessels. On the 29th of the month he sighted the 
enemy's fleet entering Bantry Bay. The French fleet Action in 
consisted of twenty-eight men-of-war, most of them g" 1 ^ 
of 60 and 70 guns, who immediately got under sail April 29. 
and bore down on the British in a very orderly line, 
and their Admiral threw out the signal for battle. 
The fleets were soon warmly engaged, and continued 
so till five in the evening, when they mutually sepa- 
rated, Herbert sailing to the Scilly Islands, and 
Cbateau-Kegnaud to Brest. After continuing to 
cruise for some time, and having followed them 
to and fro in the soundings, Admiral Herbert put 
into Portsmouth, where King William came down to 
visit the fleet. This was thought to have been an 
act perfectly well judged by that Prince; for you 
must keep up the spirit of seamen if you expect 
great things from them. William remarked of the 
battle of Bantry Bay that such actions were neces- 
sary at the beginning of a war, although they might 
be rash enough afterwards; which shows the great 
penetration of the Prince, for it is quite true that 
circumstances affect the question of prudence and rash- 
ness in all military and naval affairs. 

The Earl of Torrington now gave his attention to his Torrington 
duties as Chief Commissioner of the Board of Admi- ™ ade V 1 " 6 * 
ralty, which was composed under him of the Earl of 8 i one r of 
Carbery, Sir Michael Wharton, Sir Thomas Lee, Sir the Board 
John Chicheley, Sir John Lowther, and Mr. Sacheverell. miralty. 
Loud complaints were made in the House of Commons, 
as soon as Parliament assembled, of the conduct of 
affairs at sea. Some talked of treason and treachery, 
or something very black in it ; but in real truth the 
entire Government was but half settled : the funds of 
the revenue were low, and consequently the fleets had 
been sent out ill-paid, ill-manned, and poorly victualled. 
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I f SHli Tin; ( -fjiuiiioiiH, however, iii didunce of their own chin* 

~~ U'.i*, thruw the. niiML'urriu^im upon the other dejmrtmtat, 

and tlm vict nullum of tha iUtut wart* gent for, in ciutudy 

of tin* Ki'i'^ifiuit iil-iiniib, to uitbwar to the imid coor 

jJiiiiit.. Lord Ton-ni^ton, however, hod lost nil bin 

|Mijiiilarit.y mil of door* by the short-comings of to 

itri.juii, lor ultlioiitfli tha Fruindi had loudly ajwribad 

to tlii-iiibilvrii tint honour of the day, they had giuutfl 

no it<lviiulug(» by it uL all. However tlie l>eariiitf of 

1.1k: jiiiin ut, tin* Hoard was ho dictatorial and offennive, 

thai, ho J'iii- l'joiii blanding ii| 1 for his colleagues, bs 

i-iiiibirst.i'iill^ dibjmratfad tlu-m, and hoped, as it wu 

thought, to have been advanced to the high trust of 

Lord 1 1 it/h Admirul in room of uuy Hoard at nil. 

Id- ib llowi'vi-r, tint lulnii nib trillion thought it better to get 

bu|fi'ifetnli<l ,. J( j j' \ iitllt iU|( | tljt-y made him renitfii to make room 

I'lurl ol f<" Thomas, Karl of IVinhroka, a most jjonular noble- 
lVnil>i.,U. niilh> vv|iob« appointment gave great xut id fact ion. 

'Jin* Kurl of Torriiigton btill continued, however, in the 

loiiitiiuiid of thti licet. There ib nothing liettar under 

blood in Kughiiid tlian th» absolute iieceasity of asscnv 

hling curly in the year a strong iieefc to command 

1 01)0. the < 'liaiiiK'l. NcvuKln'lt'bb, in the year 1000, our 

( it trui. maritime proceedings were blow, and it wan lata liefora 

tii'.Tn-'i'i-li thl ' JJuteh sent their licet ti# sea; indict things had 

iiitiiiiriiiim: i,<>w ho far changed, tliat the enei-gy of the French 

iM^hi-ri'i'iil "'"""g" 1 . 1-heir H«eL to our shores, superior )>oth in 
bliij/a ii iid Ion 'I-, and with such readincbs that the 
Knghbh kiH'W nothing of them until they lumrd 
thai Llit- y had entered tint Channel, lie Tourvill* 
nunc forth from ihvbt, on the J*Jlh Juno, with a fleet 
ol 'bi'Vi-ul y-ci^ht mcii-of-war and twenty-two lire-shipi, 
and, on tin- liOLh, appeared oh" the Lizard, where they 
captured *oimc lUhiug-hoaU. Lord Torriiigton wu 
habitually iijdoli'jit and recklebs, ub men of pleasure 
iM'ifcl.l} arc, iiinl vvitfi* bui-priscd when ha heard thii; 
hut, pulling to bin with all the ships ho bad, be 
btood to tin- bouth-i'Ubt on tha 2tbt, leaving orden 



EABL OF TOBBIHGTON. 535 

*Or all Dutch or English vessels to join him as fast 1690. 

*8 they might arrive. The same evening he was 

joined by some ships, and at daylight on the 23rd De Tonr- 

he found himself in presence of the enemy. The . g gL^t^d 

Dutch fleet, under Evertzen, opportunely came up to by Tor- 

him the next day. He had thus collected fifty-seven ""S* 011 ' 

J . J Peremp- 

men-of-war, and would have desired to have awaited tory orders 
the junction of Sir Cloudesley Shovel's squadron, butjf the 
the Queen Eegent, alarmed at the report she had re- Reg en t. 
ceived that her father's adherents intended a general 
insurrection, sent peremptory orders to Herbert to 
fight and to force the enemy to withdraw from the 
English coast. 

The two fleets continued looking at each other ; and 
though the English were outnumbered by about twenty 
sail, nevertheless, in obedience to the order the Earl 
of Torrington had received, he threw out the signal for 
action at daylight, on the 30th June, and bore down 
upon the French fleet while it was under sail, with 
their head to the northward. The action began about Battle off 
nine, just off Beachy Head. The Dutch led the van, S^ y 
and, with their accustomed gallantry, advanced so far June 30; 
out of the line that, although at first they gained some parti* 1 
advantage, and put the enemy into some disorder, t ^ e French, 
they outsailed the English ships, and put a great 
opening between the blue and red squadrons, the 
latter commanded by the Earl in person. De Tour- 
ville took advantage of this error, to fall furiously on 
the Dutch, front and flank, while Torrington, when 
he endeavoured to go to their support, got becalmed. 
Their Admiral Callemburg, however, with great 
daring and judgment, ordered all his fleet to cast 
anchors while their sails were standing. This was not 
understood by the French, who were carried forward 
by the strong ebb-tide, while they stood still, but this 
manoeuvre arrested their danger. The continuance of 
the calm now obliged the Earl to order the whole 
Confederate fleet to anchor for the night. The Dutch 
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De 

Tourville 

remains 

master 

of the 

Channel. 

Great 



1690. had, however, suffered in the contest so severely 

it was resolved in a Council of War the same afto*' 
noon, that it would be most advisable, in order 
preserve the fleet, to retreat rather than to hazard I 
renewal of the engagement under this increased dfc 
advantage. The Confederate fleet accordingly weighlt, 
in the night, and stood away towards the mouth of 
Thames, and the error of the enemy in not haviqg 
anchored when they drifted, gave such an advantlfl 
to the Earl that he carried off his fleet in safety, not- 
withstanding that the French pursued as fast as they 
could. De Tourville, however, remained master of thft 
Channel, and carried the French fleet into Torbay, where 
it continued till the 5th of August. 

Both Admirals were almost equally blamed, the out 
cUssatisfac- for not continuing the fight, and the other for not keep- 
confidence * n o c ^ ose *° * ne enem y> J e ^ * ne Confederates had had j 
is restored the worst of it. The English lost two Captains and \ 
l^tti* 6 f two men-of-war, the Dutch six ships of the line and ■ 
the Boyne. two Admirals, while the French did not lose a ship, ■ 
and were enabled to insult the shores of England with 
impunity. The nation was kept at once in continual 
apprehension of a descent from the enemy, and of an 
insurrection from the friends of King James, until very 
happily the battle of the Boyne was fought, which gave 
security to the cause of the Revolution. 

The Earl of Torrington struck his flag, and repaired 
to London, where he was examined before the Privy 
Council, and justified his conduct with great firmness. 
The secret enemies of the Government, however, who 
desired to embroil matters, moved that the Earl should 
be impeached in Parliament. The King was much 
incensed against this Lord, but opposed an impeach- 
. ment by Parliament, so that the Commissioners of Ad- 

is brought miralty named a Court-Martial to be held at Sheerness 

to a Court- to try him. The Court assembled on board the" Kent." 

Martial . 

but is ' frigate, on the 10th December, Admiral Sir Ralph 

acquitted. Delaval being President \ and the Earl was committed 
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W prisoner to the Tower, having been the first English 1G90. 
w Admiral that had ever been called to account in such a — 
| manner. He was accused of having rendered himself 
a mere spectator of the battle, but in this he was un- 
justly condemned, and it is said by the French them- 
selves that " he deserved to be rewarded rather than 
censured, since he had preserved the best part of the 
fleet from being totally destroyed, and the Confederate 
fleets had for above three hours evinced very great 
valour, and performed exploits worthy to be recorded 
in history." The Admiral defended himself with great 
clearness of reason, and extraordinary composure of 
mind, and concluded his defence by asserting that his 
conduct had saved the English fleet. After a full 
hearing, and strict examination on both sides, the Earl 
was unanimously acquitted. He thus came off safe as 
to his person, but under his general unpopularity was 
left so much injured in his reputation, that he never 
raised his flag again. The King withdrew all counte- 
nance from him, and this gave him marked mortifi- 
cation. His Lordship, however, continued to give his 
general support in Parliament to the King's Govern- 
ment, but did not hesitate to oppose it when he felt 
bound in conscience to do so, always giving his reasons, 
and embodying them in a formal protest. He died on 
the 13th April, 1716, at an advanced age. He was His deuth. 
twice married, but by neither lady had any issue, so jj'jj. • 
that his titles ceased with him at his death. Herbert 
left the bulk of his property to Henry Pelham, Earl 
of Lincoln, who had invariably been opposed to him in 
the politics of the times ; he had no blood relationship 
with the family, expressly bequeathing them his pro- 
perty " out of respect to the stedfastness and integrity" 
of their conduct. 

Herbert was a man of good understanding, but in his His 
youth was profusely luxurious ; he was of a* selfish, character. 
sullen, and peevish disposition. In his last miscarriage 
it was alleged against him that it was the infirmity of 
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1716. his temper that made him act as he did. It was 8 
that the orders he had received were contrary to 
advice he had given, so that he determined to figW 
such a manner as should cast blame on those who 8 
him the orders, and give them cause to repent ha? 
done so. On the other hand, his skill in sea aff 
had justly gained him great reputation, and to sue 
degree that it may be seen, by reference to 
biography of Chateau-Begnaud, how high his chara 
as a seaman stood with the French Navy l . 

1 Burnet; Campbell's Admirals; Burke's Baronage; Bi 
Naval Biography ; Lediard's Naval History of England ; Li 
De Ruyter ; Eennet ; De Forbin. 



MAEECHAL D'ESTEEES. 



FRENCH ADMIRAL. 



Born 1624. Died 1707. 



E family of D'Estrees occupies a foremost place in Brief 
history of France, both in love and war. It was notice 
finally an ancient noble house of the province of f am iiy f 
x>is, but subsequently some lands at Coeuvres, in lyEstr&s. 
ardy, were erected into a Duche-Pairie by Louis 
V. Already in the sixteenth century we have one 
;he family a celebrated master in the art of artillery, 
n a very new science. He distinguished himself as 
1 in the construction of guns as in the service of 
m ; and we find him in charge of this arm at the 
;e of Calais, in 1558. His son Antoine was also 
ind Master of Artillery to Henry IV., and it was 
daughter, well known as Gabrielle d'Estr^es, who Gabrielle 
i the mistress of that King. Her brother Annibal d, . E8tr &*> 
ame Marechal de France, and the father of the Henry IV. 
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1024. subject of 11 1 is memoir, aa well aa of the oelebniked 
Cardinal d' Natives, whose " galantorioa ot i&trigufli" 
illustrate " le Niecle do Louia XIV." 
liirthiit Juliii d'Kstives wan the second aon of. the Marichil 

ll'KntriVn. Francois Annihal, ami, l>oni 1024, ho waa brought up 
1 rn ni Ilia earliest youth to the profession of armi. He 
conn at Sliced a* volunteer, in which condition lie remained 
some yearn, hut passed rapidly through the gradationi 
A ('oh mul () f miik, so that wo liml him a Colonel of a regiment 
at twenty years of ago, at the siege of Gravolinea, in 
1(514, where ho received a severe wound in the right 
KMD, hiind Unit maimed him for life. In 1(140 he aerved 
at the sieves of IJassoo and Yproa, and waa mad* 
1050. prisoner witli the, Marlchal dela Forte* at the siege of 
lVKnim* Valenciennes in 1050. The peace of 1050 roatored him 
iiriiumrr t° n * tt f»"«ily »»h1 to his country, when Louia XIV. 
at Vuli'ii- created liim JJuc at 2 J air t 1003 ; and the Duo d'Estree* 
nunm*. HerV( . ( i again under the King in person, in 1060. 
Tin* Kii»k Jt is not stated what circmnstanooa occurred at thii 

HIMM)llltiri 

lrKHimm juncture to induce the King to transfer the aorvice* 
t<> Him mm of D'Kstrocs from the land to the sea service, but it 
hcrvicc. | h probable that, as about this time commenced the 
administration (if the famous Colbert, it was part of 
this minister's plana to create a formidable navy for 
France, and he therefore looked about for young men 
of good family whom he might name to confer that 
respectability on the navy which had scarcely attached 
to the Hoi den Halle* in the expeditions of Beaufort 
against the Marbary powers 1 . Admiral du Cjueane 

1 jifiiufort wits fond of romuiHtiiiff about his adventur* with 
tin; Arab*, mul tLM*rtt?d that hu liud cut h man lit two down to 
liiu hips with ouo blow of his sword, oil which tin* wits mad* tbi* 
epigram — 

" \a> vail lau t Due dii Ikjuufort, 
Qm; tout le month; ailoru, 
A ]hiuit\'.udu, ft: dit-oii, 
1 I'd n tii'.\i\ coup ilVtitmiija^ou 
Uu Muuru — uu Muure — uu Maura!" 

Kvakn 8ci. 
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was at this time the only respectable naval leader 1666. 
afloat, and D'Estrees at forty years of age might 
have deemed this opening for receiving the independent 
command of a fleet as good or even a better prospect 
than a land service under even the King himself, 
amidst such a galaxy of French Marshals as were 
always at the King's right hand to receive his favours 
in the field. 

In 1672 Louis XIY. joined as a confederate with 1672. 
Charles II. to carry out an exterminating policy ^EbUp&» 
against the Dutch, who had been so unhappy as to to the 
fall under his Most Catholic Majesty's displeasure for command 
their. Protestant and Republican prosperity. The two Yreiich 
fleets were to fraternize at St. Helen's, that of England fleet, 
tinder the command of James Duke of York, that of 
France under the Duke d'Estrees. When united they 
numbered 130 sail. The King of England came down 
to St. Helen's to give a welcome to the French 
Admiral, and D'Estrees thus describes the scene : — 

" The flag-ship, ' St. Philippe,' had scarcely dropped Charles IL 
" her anchor in the road, on the 13th May, when the IJjjSjuJJig 
" guns announced the arrival of His Majesty at Ports- fleet, 
"mouth. I immediately got into his barge and*™ 1 ." ' 
" landed, to pay my respects to the Sovereign, who with great 
" received me with especial kindness, congratulated ***** by 
" me on my prosperous passage, and fixed the next day Mayl314. 
for reviewing the French fleet. Some difficulty ex- 
isted at the threshold of this honour, for the King 
" was so fond of going on board his own fleet, that 
"he would never be received on board any ships 
" but with the manning of the yards and three hearty 
cheers from the sailors, as practised by the English. 
Knowing, therefore, his taste for ceremony and 
parade, I resolved that I would give the King of 
" England, in the presence of his own fleet, and in his 
" own waters, such a reception as they had never before 
" witnessed. Accordingly I directed thirty-eight ships 
" of war and fire-ships to be ranged in three divisions, 
vol. in. >* n 
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Mi'/'' " i nli <<fiin'li' n<|i r In5 own A'lfniml. Tin 1 ' Kfc. 

l'lnli|i|K .' */!». !•■ ■iriiiir flu wliif" pdifi'ifi, WHS ill Mi" 

" i > nli« -illi i l< v< n <Ih|k of (ho line r|ti«f."i"il >ir'»'Mi'! 

' lli« ll-ijr <ln|i 1 1, wik nii\ivi<\ Mint* it rif ii*"f lijif-#*I y Mi" 
I'i.-iI •:! -iiiil-ii'l j hum iiiln vi"W fli" fl""t- *lio?il»| suluf" 
in .i|« j i ^<iiin i,\ <|ii|i^ ( «»i f,li:if, ii running (pro pliouM 

'lil' f II' ' I >ill IIk ( i iii< llmf. tli" rny.-il lunjr" Willi 

''III' t'l -lli'l-li'l v.\A OH f |»" V/'lf'T. IITl'l MlJlt !IS tfO/iM 

' ii ■■ il. \":i< i-n-i'il 'in Ix.ii'l Mi" ' Sf.. |'|iilij'|i",' Mi* 1 
" * III ii ' II' ' I. <li'iill'l lil'' II *:.ll I'll, 

'111' l« m : r \:'-.i< M'fMV'l in iln" f V • r i n hy M»" A'l- 
"inii-il, — It* r « nl. hum o'l lof-k* Ii" #\ f|i|i"»l oi» liOj?.r/| f I ■*• 

"'..i I'liilipi" .' ii* ' fiifi|iiiiii"f| !■ v Mi" iHiku iiT MurfcifiK- 
" linn. IIh I'. nl.: ••! Ml.. AlI'Mii*** mi'! Otfiinl, nn'l J#onU 
A i Ini.' I 'in !in'l ('IiII'imI I f « • |i;i«3<c I. ns \vn< lii«« "ofi 

" A ml. Iiil.il, llil'iM;r|i rvr\ |iO| Mofi of til" slliji's >!"- 

» ' • 1 1 • 1 1 1 ' •' 1 ■> f i' in. -in' I, :if I ' r if? jm « lull y i riiri|ilimf'Tit.iiiir if 4 

'■i -I' i -in' I |u "| 1 1 1 1 I y . Iin IIm ii |ui«' 'I to tii" olli' r 1 1 »■ i.^ — 

•■Ii i p.-. m' ' 'iin|.:iiii' 'I Ii/ Ftiy-ccir. wlioni Ii" ";irri"'l l»:i"l» 

-■it I ■ linn !'• l'"i l^monl.li. tiii'l honoured wifli )n> 

"''■j. >'i-il jiii.-il' ■i'1'li'iM' to rnnl'-r on tli" |iliin of l.|i" 

" • -iinii ■ i ■ ■ ii VVIhI' III" inf.' ivi' \v l>isf"'l n y >• » I ■ f . nr- 

ii -'I li'iinlli* l»iil,-« «i( York lo imnoiiii"" t.o Mi" Kin^ 

l.ii' I'Mi'li'iii 'if III'' i Olil'i'l' Fill " ll»"ts f HFI'I ftlllt. I'" 

M, -,1', II '■ I.'. .,!.,..», 11, U,. lint. I, ||"f., vv,.< ;> t.<"n." f!|i,irlf* If. 

. . '.■'■••: ifli 'lilli' nil / i' <l. miii' 'I from iroinir n,f. oiif" on 

i#i ■ i ii 1 1 1 ■ ' 

■ i/t'i.ri |i'.'ii>l In-: lil '•> Ii' | >- Mi.r <li I |i, I ii | f, ||i< M i IikI'TS i\A<U ff'l 

linn lliJ. --illi IIm li'i.-lili II' ' f. in |iii»?"ii(" t if. wii* not. 

I I' nl f'.i I. mm Mm'. I" i kI{ lii.: ir • y :i 1 prison ; jill'l Hi? 

..I ij' •■! ,• ill'i ■■» 'I linn-:' If t.o In i f|-*4t nif lr-f I to n-Tniiin on 
.li'ii' 'III- * t II i ' * i -: of Mm I1«'t. !ifi*J"inl»l' 'I on liojir'l 
■ui'l i> .-.I " 'I lliil. IIk 'li'il' II' 'f. ulionl'l miil in S':»n Ii 
'.I Hi' ' ii' iii / Mi' I'llln villi' moriiiiicf. Tli" Vr*'w\i 
{)• • I. u|i'iii I In..- 'i' Mi' ii' ' ('ii Mi r-onnf.cl n< f.Ji" wliif" 

.:-i'i fit '•!■ >il III- < '.lil' 'I' III' II'' f. 

*., II. i.- n'ii ir '•■■■■ ii / f'« r* ii' nl f.li" "ir"iiTnst.»n"f's flmt- 

"'•••" i 'I I- 'I l-i Id' .-.' -i li^U in .'''OmI li\'-o|i| I'uiy, wliicli li;iv 

"" ' Ik • n i' lil' 'I :•' 1'ni'fli in Mi*- lii'i(M'ji|»}ii'S of Mil* 1'ijirl of 
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Sandwich and others. All that remains to he said is 1672. 
that the French historians unhesitatingly deny that __ 7" 
they had not borne an equal share in the fatigue and conduct 
danger of the engagement, but I believe the fact is now ?f the 
generally admitted that D'Estrees had private instruc- result of 
tions to let the English and Dutch be left to destroy secret 
one another, so that the French ships might be spared t ^ om ^J 
as much as possible. Accordingly, the French squad- D'Estrees. 
ron were the last to leave Solebay, and, having at- 
tained the open sea, sailed towards the Channel, 
followed by the Dutch squadron of Lieutenant-Ad- 
miral Bankert ; and in an action, in which the other 
contending parties suffered severely, the white squad- 
ron merely lost one ship burned, and one sunk. 
Richer in his "Life of D'Estrees" coolly remarks, 
" La perte des Francais fut moins considerable, quoi- 
qu'ils eussent combattu avec le meme courage." 

In 1673 the Due d'Estrees carried a fleet of 1673. 
thirty ships of war, twenty frigates, and eighteen fire- Battles 
ships into the Channel, where he joined the English R U yter. 
fleet, under Prince Rupert, composed of forty ships of 
the line, besides frigates and fire-ships. The intention 
of the confederate fleet was to force the fleet com- 
manded by De Ruyter from off the Dutch coast, in 
order to make a descent upon the Dutch shores in aid 
of the campaign that Louis XIV. now waged in per- 
son against Holland. The fleets soon engaged. There 
were two distinct battles, the first in June, on the 
anniversary of the fight off Solebay, and the second on 
the 21st August. Both these battles were victories 
for De Ruyter, for he resolutely defended his country, 
and prevented any hostile descent being made upon its 
shores. The loss in the former of these actions fell 
chiefly on the fleet of D'Estrees; for the English, 
distrustful of their loyalty on the former occasion, 
took care this time to place them in the forefront; but, 
nevertheless, they did not lose a ship, although Van 
Tromp was their antagonist. In the battle of the 21st 

jf n 2 
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\i\7>'. August flu- white MfpififlroTi ( I )' KstreW flout.) , form- 
ing "n«- thirfl of the eomhined lino, were allowed to 
act ;ir< :i K*'jinr;it#- squadron, and lieearne lln< advanw, 
Inil. t !■•■_>* ill reunited thw confidence, for, after a very 
.-.hort riihllift, with the Miiteh Mfjimdrciri iinr|i*r Karikert, 
tiny Hood aloof, and, sailing away from the hody of 
tin- fieri., followed hy fifteen or sixteen of the enemy's 
fin ■-.lii|iri f they remained idle Kpeetatora during thi: 
nxt of Lin- fight, and took little or no further part 
in tin- eoiit.i-Kt. The universal indignation of thft 
KnglUh at this eotiHisf-eiiff desertion of the French 
fostered t.he disgust already felt hy the nation to a 
war with Holland, and hastened the. restoration of 

peace. 

H»7o' In |(J7fJ the hutch sought to make, a diversion on 

their fii'h* to draw /iff Louis XIV. from the war in 

llolhmo!, hy a projeet for seizing the French eolnnie* 

in America, and with Miih view sent out, in Mnreh, a 

fleet of twelve ships of the line, under V if ;e- Admiral 

Tin- l>nl.f-li I Si nl; 'v., armed rn Jhlfr, who reached (!ayenrie ahout. 

/, " the I I tli May, and got possession of that settlement 

Ini'ni tli': without niueli resistance. The (Jovernor, M. de la 

Fri'n»li. Uanr, having gone on leave, had left hist hrother, the 

''hevalierde [,ry.i, in charge, who was uuahle to pre- 

vent, ;i d"jeent. ; and when the troops stormed the fort, 

he faihmittefl with the whole colony. The King was 

vrv mneli affected hy this indignity, find despatched 

the I > 1 1 1: « - d'lV'.freeM, with nix ships of war and thre»: 

fi :-'.il •■■■:, with diieclioni to recover the island from 

I!.' h'if'l,. '| lie I'"piirh expeditifiii arrived at the 

■ jiof, on the | "/Mi liiM-eiiihcr, and landed some troop*, 

v.-'.'. all.e -I:«-.I t !■-- fort on the night of the. Mlt.h-2fM.li, 

Hi' l''i- .i.il i"pl.ncd i|,<- white flag. In the meantime Vie.e- 

A'lin.i.d llinl:'-'., afhr leaving a garrison at Cayewi", 
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'I'iIii-'i h.i'l ,ii '.'■!■' <i- 'I to Like po.xcs.-'.ioii of Tohago, an islnnd 
.in... =1,1 ■,• . iin.i'i-il a: a. milit.iry poKt ; and accordingly, 
iM r l> I. Ii«'« li.i'l eani'-o 1 hi f : fujiiadron to M;ii*t.iriir|>ie 
!*• iiil. In- ;il o followed him to Tohago, and arrived 
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there on the loth February, 1677. This island, 1677. 
lying altogether out of the Caribbean Sea, was, at 
the present time, nearly unoccupied. It has been 
termed the "melancholy isle," because its aspect 
from the sea is a mere mass of gloomy woods and 
mountains, with abrupt precipices to the shore. It 
might have been termed " Death's island," for its only 
history is the bloody fight that now occurred in one of 
the narrow bays in which the Dutch squadron was seen 
anchored, the access to which could only be effected by 
ships in single file. Commanding their entrance they had 
thrown up an earthwork, which was strongly occupied 
with cannon and well-garrisoned ; so that on receiving 
the report of two officers, who had been landed with a 
few troops to reconnoitre it, the French Admiral found 
he had a more arduous task before him than he 
had anticipated. He resolved, therefore, to make a 
simultaneous attack on the fort from the land and 
from the seaboard, and advanced with this view on 
the 27th. M. de Gabaret, in " L'Intrepide," led in IKEgtrees 
with his accustomed gallantry, but was disabled at S!*?^ 8 
the first fire, and killed on the deck, on which he had and meets 
fallen, by another shot. The French, however, sue- *? tn a mo8t 
ceeded in firing some of the Dutch ships ; but, in the defeat. He 
attack, the flames caught " Le Glorieux," the Duke's returns to 
flag-ship, from which D'Estrees escaped in a boat with ce# 
difficulty just before it sunk. In the midst of burning 
ships on every side he learned that the land attempt 
on the fort had also failed ; and he therefore ordered the 
troops to be re-embarked, and raised his flag on the 
first vessel he could reach. Four ships of the French 
squadron had been burned or sunk, and almost every 
Captain in the fleet killed or wounded. He contrived, 
however, to reach Grenada, where he repaired and 
refitted the four vessels that remained to him, and 
these he carried back to France in the month of 
June. 

The King received the Admiral graciously, but or- 
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the presumption and ignorance of D'Estr^es, who had 1678. 
in fact never attained to much knowledge of naval ~~ 
affairs, but was exceedingly vainglorious of the casual 
success that had attended his command. He had 
probably the support of Colbert with the King, for 
though he remained absent from Court until the end 
of the war, he was ostensibly employed in the West 
Indies \>y the Minister with a view to obtain all the 
information in his power as to the best means of 
attacking the Spanish possessions in the New World. 

When the Peace of Kyswick was concluded, in 1679, 1679. 
the Duke- Admiral returned to France. Louis XIV. 
must have been the verv Prince of Good Fellows for the 
unfortunate to serve under. "When De Tourville lost the 
battle of La Hogue, the monarch raised him to the 
rank of Marechal de France, and now that D'Estrees 
returned, having lost his whole fleet from incapacity 
and negligence, his Sovereign conferred on him the 
same honour, for on the 24th day of March, 1681, he 1681. 
was created by Koyal Patent, countersigned by Col- %£**** 
bert, Marshal of France, in a stilted form of words Marshal of 
worthy of the greatest conqueror ; wherein, however, France- 
is no mention of the loss of bis fleet amid the rocks 
of Aves. The Marechal d'Estrees, "alia se reposer 
de ses fatigues au milieu de sa famille qui le cherissait." 

In the year 1685 the King again called the Mar- 1685. 

shal into active service, and sent hjm with a fleet in 

which Admiral de Tourville served with him to 

punish the Tripoli barbarians. The Marshal raised WYMrto* 

hi* flag on " Le Capable," and anchored his fleet off the ™*|*Jj of 

city on the 10th June. Having reconnoitred the Tripoli" to 

wound, be opened fire on the 22nd, and it would J^*"* the 

' P Christian 

appear that gun -boats were now employed for the first prwonere. 

time, and had a great influence in bringing the Dcy to 
terms. On the 20th the Divan consented to release 
all the Christian prisoners, and to pay down 150,000 
crowns in cash. After which success the Duke- Admi- 
ral returned to his cherished family ; but in 1GS7 the 1687. 
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the better reason, that he had no enemies in the 1707. 
Court of the King, where they may generally be 
found, and that he must have had his merits, although 
his successes certainly did not deserve all that he re- 
ceived at the hands of the blind goddess. It is stated, 
which may be believed from his career, that as a man * 
he was very presumptuous in his bearing, and rash in 
judgment, but above all most self- confident — and it 
was perhaps this last quality that lost him a fleet 
and yet silenced his detractors. In one word, he 
pretty nearly fulfilled the precept of the Psalmist, " If 
thou do well unto thyself, men will speak well of thee 1 ." 

MEMORANDUM. 

The French at this period, and subsequently to the end of 
the last century, were distinguished for the symmetry and 
elegance, combined with science, of their ship-building ; and 
indeed it was the excuse alleged for their questionable 
conduct at Solebay and elsewhere, that their squadrons too 
quickly outsailed the ships of the English and Butch to 
come properly into action : it may, therefore, be useful to 
insert a short memoir of one who, if he had no claim to be 
deemed a warrior in the sense of commanding fleets, was a 
first-rate officer in the construction of them. 

Bernard Renau, born in the province of Beam in 1652, 
was a naval Lieutenant, who, having served on land as an 
engineer under Vauban, turned his mind to the " lines " on 
which the hulls of ships of war might best be designed. 
He first laid his plans before the Minister of Marine, De 
Seignelai, in 1679, and " il fut charge" de le mettre en pra- 
tique dans les Ports, on, par ses soins se formerent bient6t un 
grand nombre d'habilles constructeurs." In 1689 he com- 
mitted his thoughts to print, as " Theorie de la Manoeuvre 
des Vaisseaux," which obtained the favour of Louis XIV. 
His character was thus sketched by De Tourville in a 
despatch quoted in " Les Archives de la Marine," relating 
the fight off Beachy Head : " Le petit Renau a eu la basque 
de son juste-au-corps emportee d'un coup de canon, qui lui 
a passe entre les jambes en ce temps qu'il dressoit un plan. 
II a de l'esprit, de la capacite, beaucoup de valeur, et est done 
d'un bon conseil V 

1 Vie d'Estrees, par Richer; Eugene Sue; Histoire de la 
Marine Francois; Biographie Universelle. 

Vie de Renau, par Richer; Biographle Universelle. 



EDWARD RUSSELL, 
EARL OF ORFORD. 

■ 

ENGLISH ADMIRAL. 



Bora 1651. Died 1727. 



The houso No English family has assisted the public service of 
oi KusBcli. ^.] ie C o Un try in every department of usefulness to a 
greater extent than the noble house of Russell. For 
upwards of three centuries they fill a page in the 
history of England as Statesmen; and the name is 
more frequently repeated in the Roll of the Order of 
the Garter than that of any other family. In the 
profession of arms, however, I am not aware that 
there is another officer of this family of any note, 
excepting the subject of this momoir, and 'certainly 
no other who has so distinguished himself in naval 
annals. Edward Russell was the second son of 
Edward, fourth son of Francis, Earl of Bedford, and 
Penelope Hill, of Hillsborough. As this noble family 
obtained considerable grants of land upon the 



EDWABD BUSBELL, SABL OF OEFOED. 551 

lution of monasteries, and was in high favour at 
Court, it may be that the cadets of this favoured 
stock picked up some of the crumbs which fell from 
the great man's table, for the stem from which our 
hero sprung was an offset with wealth sufficient to 
wear the title of Lord Russell before succeeding to 
the Earldom of Bedford; but where this younger 
branch resided, or what good they did in the world, 
is not recorded. 

Our hero probably entered the Navy previous to the 
second Dutch war, at which time he was one of Sir 
Edward Spragge's Lieutenants ; and, in 1672, was 1672. 
advanced to the command of the " Phoenix " frigate. Ru88 ell 
After serving some time on the Mediterranean station ^ e 
he commanded a ship of the line at home ; but towards "Phoenix" 
the latter end of the reign of Charles II. he appears to ^* *" 
have withdrawn from active service, and we find no 
mention of him (as a naval character) until after the 
Revolution, for he was too much immersed in politics. 

In 16S7 he appears to have been advanced to his 1687. 
flag ; and he and his brother Admiral, Herbert, went 
over to Holland, and were associated with Halifax, 
Devonshire, Danby, and Nottingham in a committee 
to act with the Prince of Orange, to concert matters 
and advise His Highness in such advertisements as 
might be fit for him to know in the great design 
then on foot. It appears from the list of the Parlia- Russell 
ment that Edward Eussell was M.P. for the family ^£^£ k 
seat of Tavistock, and that his kinsman, William, 
Lord Russell, whose eminence with the predominant 
party probably influenced his career, served in the 
same Session with others also of his family, so that 
he was in an influential position from concurring cir- 
cumstances for advancing the Revolution in his own 
person, and particularly in his own profession. Russell 
had a good pretence to colour his going over, for he igoo 
had a sister residing there, so that in 1688 he at once R nsse u 
boldly threw off all disguise and acted with ample goes to 
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lOHH. authority from the leaders. He had acquired somoen 
.. „~~, Hi'- confidence and friendiihip of Hi* Highness, that be 

Holland , . .. „ , ill** 

and «-iiff!rM spoke ii ion; of /only to KuhscII than he had done to 

into Oik af ,y 0iw . |n.fon ; . Admiral I tuNsell accompanied William 

tli« *iviu#-i! k° England, and landed with him at Torbay. 
of Ornn^i'. To our hero wan committed, hy King William, tbe 

•..'!!!T« ,i g'-nurol direction of naval affairs, and while hi* friend 

to Lin? Herbert hoisted Iiih flag in command of trie Channel 

di net ion ^ j^^.jj | loilltw | M ; H fl a ,, ^ Admiral on board 

of IlllVill n m 

affairH. the " JJuk'-," 00. It hapj>cned very inconveniently 
that the King of Spain, who hail married a sister of 
the J-lifipn-HH and Queen of Portugal, desired of His 
Maji sty, in the firnt year of his accession, that he would 
grant her a convoy to conduct her from Holland to 
Corunna; and, accordingly, Admiral Russell was ordered 
to at tend her, and carried away a squadron which was 
parti}' to comuHt of some ships be onging to a fleet 
that was going to the Mediterranean, under Admiral 
Killigrcw, which waH intended to watch the motions 
of the French at Toulon. The Admiral was so de- 
layed by thf; duty thiiH imposed upon him that he did 
not p-turn from the Groyne to England till the latter 

1GH°. end of April, I OHO, when bin squadron put into Ply- 
mouth to refit, while be himself proceeded to Court. 
The tjui-eri had Merit for him, as one who well under- 
ntood He;i affairs, to a/1 vise her as to the orders to be 
given to Herbert about engaging the French ; and 
he eoneurred with the OovcrMiicnt*that it was reason- 
able to Kend orders to the Admiral to venture on an 
engagement. When, however, I^ord Torrington was 
committed to the Tower, UuHMell did not get, as he 
expected, Herbert 1 ** eommand ; nor when the French 
Admiral landed at Tcignmouth, in the following August, 
doe* he H'-ern to have been Ment for, although the 
Mpi.vlron he had brought back from Spain was at that 
moment in J'ivmouth harbour. 

1600. At length in December, 1000, Kusscll was ap- 
j/ointed Commander- in -Chief of tbe fleet when it 
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ie winter. This great 1691. 
the summer of 1 



led into port for 
ment had gone out i 



cautious of an engagement ; and though for the er-in-Chief 
of two months Russell did aU he could to come rf the fleefc 
.th them, vet. though sometimes in view of them, 
iled at that time tu bring them to an engage- 
eat factions were at this time existing among the 
ih Naval officers ; and notice of this having been 
d to King James, he most earnestly pressed on 
i XIV. the expediency of overtly testing the fidelity 
e English marine. Orders were in consequence 
» Admiral de Tourville to bring on a battle under 
disadvantage. This fact bueominsr kimwn to the 
a Kegent, she ordered Russell to be apprised of 
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l(>!)2. two to one, tiny wheeled completely round their 
enemy, and lii'i m^lii tint French, by this moans, to bo 
exposed to the action of two lires at once. 

The hat tie then continued with uiuliininiHhed vio- 
lence till four in the afternoon, when a thick fog 
enveloped all the combatants for u time, but, happen- 
ing to lift, a little, ItiiKM'U perceived the French steal- 
ing oil', and ordered a general cha.se ; the tog, however, 
returned thicker upon thein than before, and both licet 8 
anchored. About eight in the evening the weather 
allow rd theui to weigh, and the chase was renewed 
all through the night, and even the two following 
days, which proved both dark and foggy ; the hostile 
licet s were th us frequently in night of eaeh other. 
I)e*t.ni(" <)h the third day, about noon, the French Admiral* u 
Unit iif tin; ship, the '* Suleil Koyal," ran ashore, seeing which 
Royal." ^"" '* a h ,n 'hlaval sent a lire-ship upon her, which 
set her in Haines. The wind having Veered to the 
sout h-wcht, all ihi* French ships crowded away west- 
ward to escape, with tin? llritish fleet close after them; 
and, the Dutch squadron having gained considerably 
ahead of them, the French were all driven to the 
neeer-hit y of running through the passage called "The 
liaee of Alderney,'* between that island and Cape La 
llogue. Th, s " Conqucrant," 80, and " L'Adniirable," 
1012, which were the French Admiral's seconds, took 
the shore. Of the two lire-ships that were sent upon 
them one. was destroyed by the enemy's fire; but the 
Kiiglish Admiral ordered the "St. Alban's " and the 
" Ill-serve' 1 and others to Jin? upon the stranded ships; 
and when these had thoroughly done their work 
Sir b'alph went himself in the boats, and, having 
taken out the crews of the stranded ships, set thein 
Kiifliteeii nn hi' 1 *. Thirteen of the French licet were now seen 
Knnrli lS o near the shore of Cape La iloguc that the Ad- 
wurdi'- i«iral desired Sir (jeorge Uooke to run in with hid 
stroked. squadron, who plied his lire-ships and boats so well, 
that the whole of them were destroyed. In all, there 
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were eighteen ships of war, rating from 102 to 56 guns 1692. 
each, that were destroyed as the fruits of the victory'of ~~ 
La Hogue. On the side of the English not one ship was 
lost, and only two officers of high distinction, namely, 
Admiral Carter and Colonel Hastings were killed. Ad- 
miral Russell had evinced considerable ability and good 
judgment in carrying out his fleet from the river at 
the time he sailed, although contrary to the opinion of 
the pilots, for the winds which afterwards prevailed 
might have prevented his attack when he made it, 
which was an important step in this great affair ; for it 
is now known that the French Admiral was expect- 
ing a reinforcement of ships from the Mediterranean, 
which only arrived a few days too late. 

Notwithstanding the eminent service he had per- Admiral 
formed by his victory of La Hogue, which is still 5 1 U8Sel 1 ! , th 
regarded in the English history with much more con- victor at 
sideration than it obtained in the seventeenth century, J* Hogue, 
Admiral Russell was received by King William with ou ^y tLS _ 
great coolness on His Majesty's return to England, sailed on 
and even in the speech from the throne disappoint- ^^^i 
ment was expressed that the success of the fleet had missed 

not been more complete. It was believed that, had from , 

r , command. 

the victory been more vigorously followed up, the 
consternation which it had occasioned the enemy could 
have been worked upon with yet greater advantage. 
" The common reflection was that the providence of 
God and the valour of our men had given us a victory 
of which we knew not what use to make \" Never- 
theless the House of Commons was induced to vote 
their thanks for the victory of La Hogue with 
unanimity. Russell, however, complained that the 
Earl of Nottingham had sent him letters in the 
Queen's name which were most offensive. The 
Minister, in his reply to him, censured him for his 
return to St. Helen's, and asserted that there was no 
necessity of bringing home the fleet, which had not 

1 Burnet. 
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for, although they met with a feeble opposition from the 1693. 
Spaniards, yet the marines from the British fleet aided "~ 
them to raise the siege of P alamos, and the French 
finding the charges of war expensive enough elsewhere, 
abandoned the field. 

The alarm of an extensive conspiracy, under the pro- 
tection of an invasion of England from France, when the 
Duke of Berwick commanded a military force under King 
James in person, induced a recall of the fleet from the 
Mediterranean in January, 1G96. It has been said 1696. 

indeed that King William had become indifferent in yk eM «di- 

. . . . terranean 

maritime affairs, either from inexperience in them, or fleet re- 

from deeming the fleet a hotbed of the Stuart faction, called. 
" who had too deep an alienation for him to be overcome 
even by good usage.' * The fleet was in truth much 
divided by party at this period, which may have been 
the reason that, when Admiral Russell struck his flag, 
he appeared no more in the character and station of a 
naval commander. For his eminent services, however, Russell 
he was created in the following year Baron Russell of jj^ ^ 
8 hen gay, in the county of Cambridge, and Viscount Oxford. 
Barfleur, and Earl of Orford in Suffolk; and during 
the King's absences from England he was always ap- 
pointed one of the Lords Justices of the kingdom. 

The Earl of Orford had attained a position of such 
respect in the public mind, that he was considered 
as much as if he had been Lord High Admiral ; for — as 
the King owned, he did not understand naval matters 
himself, and was glad to have his assistance both at 
the Admiralty and Naval Board. He brought many 
officers into the service who became zealous in their 
duty; but the Earl was thought to be too much 
connected with the political opinions of those in whom 
he confided, and he was not trusted ; further, it was 
generally said that a spirit of impiety and dissolute- 
ness at this time pervaded the service ; and that there 
was much corruption in it: and it is certain there 
was much faction, if not treachery, in the naval 
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administration of Russell. Towards the end of the 
Kind's reign there was an urgent appeal, made by 
the Kast Iiulia Company, to put down somo pirates 
in the lied Sea; but, as Parliament had not appro- 
priated the money necessary, the King proposed that 
it should be managed as a private undertaking, to 
which William himself, Lord Somers, LordOrford, and 
some others should contribute the whole expenses. Hii 
Majesty, however, very shabbily hacked out of tho 
engagement, and did not advanoo tho money ho had 
promised— which therefore fell wholly on tho other 
undertakers, who were thought to have remunerated 
themselves by the prizes taken from the pirates. Hero 
was a handle of complaint, for it was proved to be against 
law ; and it was urged in the House of Commons as a 
criminal act, and that those, who wore concerned in it, 
ought to be turned out of their employments. Accord- 
ingly, as the Tories wero now in a majority, it was 
moved that Russell with his Whig friends should be 
all laid aside. 

As faction grew yet moro powerful in April, 1701, tho 
House of Commons brought up a general impeachment 
against the Earl of Portland and the late Ministry, 
and they tried what could bo made of the pirate affair; 
but, though this was eventually dropped by a small 
majority, the failure of tho first design soon prompted 
another. This was found in the matter of the 
Partition Treaty, and on tho 13th April, in a House 
sitting till past midnight, but with a majority of no 
more than seven or eight Members, Lord Somers, Lord 
Orford, and Lord Halifax were impeached at tho bar of 
the House of Lords of high crimes and misdemeanours, 
and the King was addressed on tho 23rd "to remove 
them from his councils and presenco for ovor." 

The charges against the Earl of Orford were for 
abuses in managing the fleet, and victualling it, when 
it lay on tho coast of Spain, and for somo orders he 
had given during his command; to these ho gave in 
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his answer in four days : he said his accounts, while he 1701. 
commanded the fleet, had been all examined and passed, 
but he was ready for all that to justify them in every 
particular. On the 21st June, the Lords sat as a Orford is 
High Court of Justice in Westminster Hall, after the j^^ 2L 
articles of impeachment against Edward .Earl of 
Orford had been read, and also his answer to them, 
his Lordship was by unanimous vote acquitted of each 
one of the articles, and the impeachment was dismissed. 

Further, the examination into the Earl of Orford's 1703. 
accounts was continued until the year 1703, when it Sf** 11 ? 6 °* 
was at length brought to a close, and, out of an expen- ^th 
diture of seventeen millions of pounds, it was found that respect 
all the accusations were " false in part, or ill-grounded, accoml ts. 
or of no importance," and the conclusion was arrived at 
" that no fleet nor single ship had ever been victualled 
so cheap as the fleet was then by him." After the 
accession of Anne, and the appointment of Prince 
George of Denmark to the post of Lord High Admi- 
ral, Admiral Bussell's name was again mixed up 
in both Houses in complaints against the Admiralty. 
It was said that the design of these complaints was a 
job to put the Earl of Orford again at the head of the 
fleet ; and this eventually came to pass in 1709, when 1709. 
the Earl of Pembroke having resigned, the office of Orford 
Lord High Admiral was offered to Orford, who with ]^ e ^^^ 
singular modesty declined that elevated and honourable of the 
appointment, stating that while he was willing to serve J" 

at the head of a commission, he declined to accept of it 
singly ; and desired that the office should be put in com- 
mission ; which was done, and he became the First Lord. 
He continued to fill this post until, under the rising 
influence of Mrs. Masham, Queen Anne removed the 
Earl of Godolphin from the head of her councils, and 
Harley came in with the Tories, when the Earl of 
Orford, with some of the Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, withdrew from that board, and again retired 
from all employment until the death of Queen Anne, 

o o 2 
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1717. when ho was appointed one of the Justices of the 
~" kingdom, until the arrival of King George I. who im- 
mediately on his arrival summoned him to his Privy 
Council, and recalled him to his former post of First 
Commissioner of tho Admiralty, which office he con- 
tinued to hold till tho 10th April, 1717, whon he retired 
altogether from all public employments. Ho married 
IIxs death, his cousin, Margaret RusbcII, by whom he had no issue, 
N_° 2 V - ** and died on the 20th November, 1727, in the seventy- 

fifth year of his age, when his title became extinct. 
Hi8 The character left behind of this Admiral refers 

rather more to his political than to his professional 
career. Burnet speaks of him as " a man of much 
honour, and great courago ; who had good principles, 
and was firm to them." That is only as much as to 
say that ho was as good a Whig as tho Bishop, and 
as consistent to his party as any one ; but ho was gene- 
rally considered as a disagreeable man to act with. In 
his great exploit, tho battlo of La Hoguo, wc cannot 
do better than cite the French opinion : — " Telles sent 
les suites d'uno action clout les commencements avaient 
etc si beaux ; jamais action no fut plus brill ante, plus 
hardie, plus glorieuso pour la marine franchise, si les 
evenements, qui se sont attribue parmi les hommes le 
droit de decider du merito des choses, n'en avaient 6t6 si 
malhcurcux." If brilliancy, bravery, and boldness were 
on the side of the enemy at the beginning of the conflict, 
what should not be the just reputation of the hero who 
converted the result into their defeat and misfortune? 
All the indignities and dismissals to which Russell had 
been exposed were much more owing to political rancour 
and faction than to the demerit of Russell as an Admiral, 
who as such showed himself capable and meritorious ; and 
in the matter of the disputed accounts of his officers, an 
able, ready, and indefatigable administrator, and he was 
" armed so strong in honenty " as to be ever ready to meet 
and to satisfy the unjust odium to which he was exposed 1 . 

1 Itapin'n History; Hurnci'o Own Times; Naval Biography; 
Campbell's Admiral*, &c; Memoircs de Berwick; Engine 8oe. 
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There is probably no character in history which has 
been so differently estimated in France and elsewhere 
as the brave and enterprising mariner who, as Jean 
Bart, or Du Bart, or John Barth, flourished in the 
reign of Louis XIV. He has been made the beau 
ideal of a corsair, and writers have invested him with 
all the ideal qualities of such a rough, brave, and 
dauntless seaman as an imagination like that of 
Lord Byron has pictured the character. The French 
would resent the omission of the name of Jean Bart 
from the records of their navy ; yet he is scarcely 
entitled to be regarded as " a warrior who has com- 
manded fleets before the enemy." Macaulay has very 
well put the peculiar circumstances which elevated 
" John Bart, humbly born and scarcely able to sign 
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his name, but eminently brave, and active to an un- 
disputed pre-eminence. In the country of Anson and 
lluwkc, of Howe and Rodney, of Duncan, St. Vincent, 
and Nelson, the name of this most daring and skilful 
sailor would have had little chance of being remembered. 
But France, among her many unquestioned titles to 
glory, has derived little from naval war, so that she 
ranks Hart among her great men." Another adven- 
turer, of the namo of Dugay-Trouin, has found a place 
in the same list on somewhat similar pretensions. 
Both were cnterprizing and intrepid freebooters, the 
terror of the English and Dutch merchants, obtaining 
prizes which have been estimated at 100,000/. sterling. 
Both belong moro properly to the class of our own 
Paul Jones than to the royal marine service. 
1651. Jean Bart was born at Dunkirk, on tho 20th Octo- 
Ilirth of } )er) KJ5i ? f a family that had been corsairs for two 
Oct. 20. ' generations at least. Corncillo Bart, tho father, is 
said to have lost his lifo in some affair with the 
English in June, 1058. At tho death of his father, 
Jean Bart, being left an orphan of eight years of age, 
Serves as a is said to havo gone to Holland, where he "so mit 
ca oy * mousse." A somewhat apocryphal story is related 
by Eugene Suo of Jean Bart. Still as mousse, or 
cabin-boy, at tho age of seventeen, aboard tho "Cochon 
1G6G. Gras 1 ," (in June, 1G0G,) sailing under tho "brigdntin 
Jerome Valbuo," he was trusted by tho Captain at the 
helm, and in tho management of the sails, with a re- 
markable confidence in his boyish skill. 

We next hear that "il servit sous lefameux Kuiter." 
At the breaking out of the war between France and 
1G71. Holland, in 1071, the Dutch are said to havo offered 
him, at the early age of twenty -one, some sort of com- 
mand, but the patriotic Frenchman could not endure to 

1 Tho name* of KhipH on the Klciniah coast appear at thU time 
to lisivo run in u funny groove : " Le Cochon Graft," " Lo Cochon 
Maigrc," " Le Chien Sourri," " Lc Chien Ualcux," "Le Chaswur 
Horgiic," &c. (Eugeuc Sue.) 
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bear arms against his king and country, and returned 1671. 
to his old home at Dunkirk, and to his family occupa- 
tion of privateering. His native daring soon made 
him famous for a variety of acts no less singular than 
valiant ; when, acting with the armateurs of the town, 
he constantly encountered the Dutch ships in the neigh- Alleged 
bourhood, and, by adopting his favourite system of grap- ^j^?* 
pling and boarding, and trusting in every case more to Bart over 
the cutlass than to fire and shot, he is said to have carried the Dutc l 1 ' 
even some ships of war of considerable armament ; and, 
amongst others not mentioned, one named the "Hope," 
of twelve guns, and a frigate of thirty-si? guns, named 
" Schedam." Still there is so much improbability in the 
record of these actions as against the Dutch, who have 
not generally yielded their prowess to any nation in naval 
combat, that it may be permitted somewhat to doubt 
the accuracy of the French biographer when he lays 
claim for his hero to have made himself master of 
Dutch ships of war — " batiments d'une force triple du 



sien. 



We may pass over that in the accounts of all nations, 
but in the ordinary style of French naval history we 
never get more details of an action than " il aborda celle- 
ci, la prit — mit l'autre en fuite, detruisit une partie de 
la flotte, s'empara du reste." We readily admit, however, 
that Bart must have done wonders, when his brethren, 
les, armateurs, caused five frigates to be constructed at 
their own cost, of which " La Palme," 18, was given to 
Jean Bart, who, with a little crew, forthwith set sail in 
quest of adventures on the 23rd March, 1G76. 1676. 

The French history of Jean Bart records very great 
havoc committed by him acting independently against 
the Dutch in the next two years j and it would appear 
that the enterprising character, and success in the 
vocation, of Jean Bart brought his name before Louis 
XIV., at the intervention of Marshal Vauban, and 
he was made a Lieutenant de Yaisseau in the Royal 
Navy in 1678. When the war against Spain broke out, 1678. 
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IliMI ni llfo'l, l><- WHH tfivrli Mm riiliiiuiilnl of t\m flif/ato 
" li<- .MihIi'mv " in t In* licet. tliitt. waii ilrh|intrlitsi| to lltu 
M rilij n TiiiHiin, wluTti Im ^uiiii'il inrri'fiMi-il i'i :|iiit;ttiou v 
ami, 111 it 11 «'iiV'i,i-"Mii-iil witli two iS|iiinibli bliijiii o( war, 

|<;v> ri'iii\ii| ii wniiml in I. In- Mniili. In HiSl In: 1'iiiii* 
iniiiii|i-il tin* IniNiti- " Kit St-rjM-iiti^ 1 ' \t\s, ami rniiM-il iii 

f *i f 1 1 1 1 >:t 1 1 y Willi tin- fount, ilr KiH'liili ', l\liiibi: lu«Hi';l/> 
li;iv»- jii-rjii't Hilt t ■« I Inn rxjilmts, \\ liirli will! liOW iiiri-<-1.i-«l 
Jim iff | »i« lt.li -i 1 1 it f'l y ii^iiilinl. tin* Kli^liull. Tlii-at; Uo iliii- 
iHiil. ( 'iiiiiiiiiiiiili-l'.i, Hi rohniijt. IVifjTiit iri, liiul llli«|i-r Mn:ir 
lull Mi y I iVi'hl \ IH'll llU'irllillll IIH'II illllllir Wtllf I l»i|ll||i| j 

Winn, m-iir tint ]nli-. nl' Win/lit., Mn*y wnv tti^U\.t-i\ utA 
«- 1 iii .:•-• I \>\ l.wn Kir.'li.-h TiU j^un riliiph. All l.liitl i-'iuM 

Iii: ilnlii: II 1 1 1 Ii* J' hlli'll lllhjil'ijjilirt lollill.r i'liii'i; With lo fcUVr. 

Jiitii li.nl. |,||,. 1'iiiivny ; iiii'l, in Mm t'Xi'i'iitiuli ill' Mi in duly, iii 

• i'i ' ' VV 1 1 1 1 1 1 tin y i-in-ri iiliil. Miry ivi'l'ii Mnliibl:! Via |joiiJ<i<-<l 

ill I I v ■ ■ 

lliniilli illlil f '•U'l'li'i 1 |»M.:filHTn I lit I f \'\) IIIOIlMl. 

'I'lic u lit < in of J'liiu'linli Hit V St 1 liihtory hi-Ulli to JiUVr 
In in ;-u i-iU'rli-n.i tliiit. initliilij/ in IthoWll iid to till? liiilina 
nl Lin; t \ijit iiin.-i vvliu iiiinli' lliiri c;i]ft.uri', JUnl tin? tilttiy t,( 
t.lii-ir mijii iMiininiil. ;iiii| hiilmi'ijiii'iit ifririiji': i'l'hln riiljf/rly 
lill tin: |il|lill.-l|ii| llllllilill'ii ill' Mm ( 'olllit. ilti I'orljiJi. 
Tin- .•l'»)' , / pi'v. llnil.. in it fel.orui, it I'Mi-If t Jtall ll'Ii'l'.-r \ I hlii 
O.-.l.i ml v.i i.: diivi-ii \>y ht.rr.su of wriiMmr into I'I jr mouth; 

SI ll' 1 , 1' .11 lull'.' I.hilt. .Iiilli I Jill t,, who Willi it k illrslft.'Lll tA 
In.*, v, ii.-. ii jii I . -. i j i j i - J ■ ill Mn: tuWIi, In'. oht.iiilmil j/i'j'JiiUfti'/Ji 
to .-.if. linn. 'I in- |<l i.-.oimrn jii'inililili-ii Iiilli, )»'/ iili ofl'iT 
of I 1^00 liVPh. l.O U.:.«lht t,lnill t.O < hliljii', illl'l ohtiljfjrij 
lioifi linn ii lih: t-.l.J'iilij/ il<ouj/h to J'rliiOV: Mm JiOll hiiTs 
iii/iu Mn ir v.imlow. '1 In-y also yni ihh/nnittjoii that a 
J" l'« in Ii I'.Ui^i iili, v. ho hii'l l#ri:|| tukcli Oil liOiLi'ii fcOJ/n: 

1 A.: i ;im in, 'Villi!,/ I.ij ii|,jn;i|- to ili.'Jiillii;/': Hliy '#1 Mil: \'t*:U*\t 
A<ln,ii ;jI-. i,| tin- j,i ii'.<l, I iniiy i:Ajil;ii|i \vii_y J liilVc li'/l< \l\\i:U 
1'iili.u .i jil.H i: .tin'iiij.' iii i " Willi i<#irt" Ifii'iiUAi; In: in-Vi:f *' i-'ilfi- 
in.i.i'li i| ,i |]i i I l,.|.,,. ||,i i iii.iuy t " iill.ln/ii^rii 1 inliiiil. \i\tii \j t 
Imi.< I,i i ii .i m.,-t. ill -I in,.'iii.-||f f| i»|f|/i:J\ hi:ivili|/- lili'li I Ji'Kslj/ia 
uii'l Ji>i </'n-i,«, in, 'I i •,!. liuilly vvil.li Jrjiii JiiiiL iiijit Ihi'/.iy 
'li'finii. Hi i.- iil."i iin ;.ullii,r i A coiibiilciuLh: unrjit *A i«aykl 

lll'.ln'yli .1. 
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ship, was somewhere in Plymouth, and, as De Forbin 1688. 

was wounded, they applied for his being sent for to 

cure him. By these means they concocted their jea n b^ 

escape ; and, at the end of eleven days, they succeeded «nd bi* 
• n ,!_• i j i_ a j a companions 

in a fog in getting on board an open boat ; and, after e^c^U^Kod 

a sail of two days and a half, landed on the shore of land safely 

Bretagne, at Harqui, near St. Malo. De Forbin, m France - 

having friends at Court, carried the history of this 

adventure to the ears of M. de Seignelai, the Minister, 

and the King ; and the Count and Jean Bart received 

commissions of Capitaine de Yaisseau and gratuities 

of 400 crowns each. 

In 1690 Jean Bart took the command of " V Alcyon," 1690. 

40, in the fleet about to sail under the Count de Tour- Jean Bapfc 
. serves 

ville. The habits of the corsair rendered our hero a under De 
most valuable officer for the duty of obtaining informa- Tourville. 
tion by independent expeditions, risking all sorts of 
hairbreadth escapes, so that when that celebrated 
French Admiral had driven the English fleet into 
the shelter of the Thames, and was supreme in the 
Channel, Jean Bart was in his element again, running 
amongst the sand-banks, of which he knew every 
yard, and picking up the Dutch and English fishing- 
boats and richer traders, until he made a considerable 
booty. Towards the end of the same year it was 
deemed desirable to secure the safe arrival in France 
of some military stores that had been ordered to be 
shipped on board two ships at Hamburg, and Jean % 
Bart was employed on this duty. The " Alcyon " 
was ordered to convoy them out of the Elbe to * 
Dunkirk, which service he effected with complete 
success. 

The following year he commanded " L'Entendu," 1691. 
6Q, which formed one of the blue squadron of De 
Tourville's fleet ; but nothing having been effected by 
the hostile fleets this year, Jean Bart found himself 
left to " kick his heels " in port, when, impatient of 
such idleness, his enterprising spirit led him to offer 



r>fltl J RAN HART, 

M»1M M. flc I'niifi'linrf ruin, who lintl Mir'iwilral 1 >n HritfTiplii 
~ iim M iiiintiT of Mmiim, to rnrry n fupititlron iifnirmU nhipi 
iiiin U)i« North Spii, in nnler to prey upon tho Iliiieh 
mnl Kmrliiili riinniioipit un their count*. Tim project not 
lirifijr ImrKrtl n(. Mm iiiiu« liy iwy iiillimiitinl tMipjKtft, 
wim iliM'ltiri'il vifiinuiirv, timl rci'iincri. lint. M. lie 
Kfirliin took it, up n(. Un* ( ■oiirl-. nntl gnvn it tht 
Riippnrf. nl' liin riHK'urrHiKM* to tlm Hmct of offering to 
ni'iMiiiipiitiv hi* IVii'iiil in the enterprine. Tim flflVlruliy 
WH4 (n yrrl Mm lirtmiliif <ltl> fillf. fif the luirlHiiir, wliirli WM 
cliKrly wnf i'IhmI liy 1 |m Kti^Iinli lh«et ; lint, imvertlielrM, 
Mm i'X|H'ripuri« iiI'Michi* two ( 'omninmlcr* in nueli matter*, 
iiml of mirh h'i'wb un they wrn» emihli'il to nrwinhlfl fit 

i 

Ihiiiltirk, imiiiIiIpiI (In* expedition tn nlip through the 

1>lnrl< ndc l>v tiilum; rviM'v iidvmit»Ke of the wind* aimI 

Mic iln rk limn, mihI it (rut rii|i« into the open unit. 

.Ii'itu llnrt'n With Mmh fiirniiir llmt Mm two friend* nivngrd the 

iiiiilhi| imuimLm of ScdMiiml iiml Norwny (luring tlm nitire 

I'firlilll a , , 

iln]n-«<ilH- wini it (if HilH, tlm detiiil* of which urn noincwhut 
liniiMiiii tiuMintniinim, even in tin* memoir* of M. (In Korhin, 

nl' N'lirwnv ' ,M '' I,M *' "" °'' l' n,,In V,T .V pHilmlill , f I'PplM'i filly Wl 

mill Snii. iiiciiliMil. at llenrpu, where .lemi Hurt in recorded m 
i >»U injr mi KiiKlixh ('upturn priwnmr hy phi r in// a UttU 
milt mi Inn tail '. Tim two friend* n , tnriif , f| to l)»n« 

1 Tin* 'm Um« iMMTildlfi iiq jrivi'ii hy M. IMchrr (" Vii» iln Jpmi 
Hurl," p. M ): " iVmliint <|up •Icdm Hurt- ptnil. h Ilpiyefi, im Anffhil 
i|ni rniiiuiniiil'iit. iIpih rnUfli'iiim y nlMinlii. nlln (Ihiim mi Hpti jmH* 
lii|in», nil \m rl tnnircii iivfiiffif. roiiliuiM* ilo rp rpndrn jioiir W 
niliiiirliir. II njn<rrnt iiit Ikmimiip limit- 1'nir Hit i»I. ilctprmiiilttll 
lnillp limiln pf. r(iltii>i|i« Ip IVm|i|ktpii1 . Ii'piitpiiilniil' |mrlpr furilf* 
iiH-iii mitr|fii<, il i-iif. In riirio>iili> iIp «nv<>ir ipii il vUAl. Vvnn urn* 
i|iuk il |ii ilfiniMiilii, lut rp|Miiii|ii|pnf. (|iip p'p|oil. Jprii JUrt. 
'("p<( lui »|iip jp pIhmIip.' ilil il. T'rul. Ini iiiAuio ' hii r^frffftflrt' 
mi. ( 'i»l. Atn{l»i'M I'm rimvpi-'tiil-iiiii iivpc lui. Apr** 1 ** mi Piitr^tiM 
n«r/ ((iiii'l. il lui ilil. (ju'il |p rliprrlmif., (|u'ii nvnit pfivin /I'rt 
vrnir mix jiri^p-* nvi'i- lui. M'pIh i»nf. l.rt'A-riicih 1 ,' hii r^jrf^lit 
Ji'iui Hurl. li'AnirlnH i'i'|Niinl ((u'iU iip imif-rnipiiti l«irw|n'iU 
wr»iini,t. rn |iIp'hip hut ; rnnin i|ii'p|.iuif. iliini un ]Hir(. iwutr* ih 
floivi'iif. hi* Irnifpr mvpp iiniitii'. II I'limf* k (1^ a |pi|fif*r Rlir W* 
liorrl. • |,|i ili jpiinn- iIp iIpii^ pnnpiiii« romme voim et fflWt' 



limil. 
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with prizes valued at 500 crowns, and with such 1691. 

*ased reputation that the King desired to see this 

jus Jean Bart, and commanded him to repair to 

Court. Upon the authority of " Memoires du terns 

iuscripts," M. Richer gives this account of our hero's 

j to Louis XIV. : on his arrival at the Palace, as Jean Bart 

e was no one to receive him, he was shown into ?*J "I 

_ _ . interview 

partment wherein to await His Majesty s pleasure ; with Louis 
e lighted his pipe and began to smoke. The guard, XIV. 
nished at such impudence, informed him that he 
t not smoke tobacco in the King's apartments. 
i ! " replied our hero, " I have learned the habit in 
service of the King, my master, until it has become 
e a necessity with me ; and it is therefore but 
ice that I should be permitted the practice when I 
e expressly to see the King." His Majesty was 
•rdingly informed of this unruly visitor to the 
ce, who would not be prevented smoking in the 
ence-chamber ; and he jokingly said, " I will en- 
3 it is Jean Bart j leave him alone, and, when he 

smoked his pipe, show him up to me." He re- 
ed his officer with great kindness, saying, " Jean 
b, il n'est pcrmis qu'a vous de fumer chez inoi." 

courtiers were a little shocked, but were exceed- 

id le marin fran^ois, ' doit etre des coups de canon et des 
s de sabres/ L'Anglois insiste; Jean Bart, sans defiance, 
}te et se rend sur le vaissean anglois. Apres avoir pris nn 
l'eau-de-vie et fume une pipe, il vent partir. ' Vous 6tes mon 
•nnier/ dit le perfide Anglois ; ' j'ai promis de vous ramener 
ngleterre.' A ces mots Jean Bart se leve furieux. ' A moi !' 
ie-t-il; en meme terns allumant sa ineche, il renverse quelques 
lois, et s'elance sur un baril de poudre qu'on avoit tire de la 
ate-barbe.' *Xon, je ne serai pas ton prisonnier/ dit-il; 'le 
«au va sauter.' Tout Ptfquipage, saisi d'effroi, demeure in- 
X et immobile. Cependant les Francois ont entendu le cri 
;ur capitaine; ils entourent le vaisseau, montent aFabordage, 
ent les Anglois qui resisteut, font les autres prisonniers et 
parent du vaisseau. En vain le lache capitaine reprcsente 
etoit dans un port neutre, Jean Bart l'enleva et le conduisit 
>nnier a Dunkerque." 
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ingly scandalized when, in reply to the King'B question 
how he managed to get out of Dunkirk with his little 
squadron, he ranged all the courtiers in line, and, jos- 
tling one and shouldering another, he passed in and out 
of the whole of them, exclaiming, " Tribord ! babord! — 
voila commc j'ai fait." His Majesty was intensely 
amused, and rebuked his attendants, when they quizzed 
the stranger, by asking them " Y a-t-il un parmi vous 
qui soit capable de faire ce qu'il a fait?" and he 
ordered him to be given on the spot a present of 1000 
crowns. 

On his return home he learned the disaster that had 
befallen De Tourville at La Hogue, and beheld with 
fury his native port shut in by the British fleet. This 
condition of things so " riled " him that he obtained the 
Admiral's permission to try his luck again by getting a 
squadron of small ships out to sea, notwithstanding the 
blockade; and, on the 7th October, 1G93, he carried 
through the enemy's line " Le Comte,"44, " L'Hercule," 
3G, " Le Tigrc," 30, and a fire-ship. It happened that 
King William was returning from Holland about this 
time, and narrowly escaped falling into Jean Bart's 
hands, which ho would have done but for the arrival of 
an escort of men-of-war, under Hear- Admiral Mitchell. 

His next command was in 1694, when, with six 
frigates, " Le Maurc," 54, " Le Fortune," 54, " Le 
Mignon," 44, " Le' Jersey," 44, "Le Comte," 40, 
" L'Adscrit," 40, he was ordered to Vleckeren to look 
after a Dutch convoy of upwards of 100 sail of vessels, 
laden with corn, under Admiral Hides de Vries, of 
which he obtained possession at a moment of great 
national scarcity. The despatch relating this success 
was sent to M. de Pontchartrain, the Minister, by the 
hands of Bart's son, who was present with the Commo- 
dore in the fight. Louis XIV. received the young sailor 
in person, and was struck with astonishment at his ex- 
treme youth, when he inquired whether he had taken 
part in the battle — " Sire, j'y suis monte* a l'abordage 
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avec mon pere." In retiring from the royal presence the 1694. 
lad slipped on the polished parquet and fell, but with- — 
out injury ; on which the King remarked, " On voit 
bien que les Messieurs Bart sont meilleurs marins 
qu'ecuyers." The King was so pleased with Jean 
Bart's success that he ordered a medal to be struck to 
commemorate the event ; and at the same time ordered 
Letters Patent of nobility to be issued, and the Cross 
Chevalier of St. Louis to be sent him. The Patent 
contained that he and his family should be " tenus et 
reputes pour nobles et gentilshommes," and that his - 
coat-of-arms should receive, for augmentation, " on a 
field azure a flew de lys or." 

One Meesters, a quack inventor of infernal machines, 
had at this time gained the ear of the English Ad- 
miralty, and a great number of expeditions had been 
sent into the ports of France to apply his invention 
to the destruction of ships of war in harbour. In 1695. 
August, 1G95, a fleet of ships of war, fire-ships, bomb- Jean ^[f 8 
ketches, and machine-vessels, under the command of defence of 
Lord Berkeley, was directed against the port of Dun- Dunkirk, 
kirk, and Jean Bart received the King's commands to 
defend his native waters against the English losd. The 
enemy's fleet anchored off Mardyk, a league distant? 
from the town, on the 4th, and orders were forthwith 
issued to remove all the combustible material away 
from the arsenal and farms adjoining, and guns were 
placed in battery upon the strand, and several regi- 
ments of cavalry arrived, to oppose a descent; but 
nothing was attempted until the 11th, when, about 
nine in the morning, the bombardment began ; later 
in the day, some " smoke-ships" were sent in, which 
burned to little or no purpose. The bomb-vessels, how- 
ever, continued firing till five, when the whole fleet sailed 
away, having expended, with very little or no effect, as 
many as 1200 shells, besides carcasses. Jean Bart had 
employed all his energies in order to save his native 
town of Dunkirk, and was rewarded for his zeal and 
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ltiiJfi. activity with a pension of 2000 crowns, and the com- 
~~ liiibbioji of Lieutenant dc Vaisscau for hi* son ; Louis 
XIV. a! ho struck a un*dal lo record the event, which, 
however, was mueh more owing to the utter incapacity 
of Mi'Chters than any vary heroic exertions of the 
defender* of Dunkirk. 
JOiiO. In J 'WO .lean Hart was again commissioned to 
rarry forth, from J)unkirk into the North 8ea, a squs/i- 
ron of seven ships of war and a fire-ship, and to prey 
on the commerce of the enemies of France, a* in former 
yews. The eon fei lerate fleet, with fourteen ships of war, 
put Die place into a strait blockade a* lieforc. Never- 
.Iran Hurt, thch-ss, on the night of the I7th-l8th May, Jean 
i.|iiili f « tin; n iiVi tuj/i:ilii?r with M . Vergrci, Oomniissary-Ueneralof 
iUuitii ' Murine, stood out to sea, and attained the Ualtic un- 
iJuukii-L, observed. A characteristic anecdote is told of the 
Hit: JSulLif. f'ommissary, who found fault with the quantity of 
tallow expended in sounding with the line, which he 
thought the sailors uw*<l extravagantly for their own 
bene J it. These sort of economies not being in Jean 
Hart's line, lie said he could not imagine the men 
would bteal the grease, " Que voulez-vous qu'ou faaae 
de cm biiii'r" hut he said he would send to inform 
him specially when they came into soundings. It 
happened to he in the middle of the night, when H. 
Vergrci was awoke several times with the report that 
they were hcsiving the lead; when at length bo ex- 
claimed, " (./u'on bonde taut <ju'on voudra, et 'ju'on 
me laibbc doruiir." The biographer who gives tlia 
anecdote draws this most logical inference from it; 
" Qu'il ue J'aut pas eroire 0,11c des homrnes qui ont la 
cour.ige d'exposer leur vie an milieu des hazard* aont 
B ,.^.,.^1,.^ ( ] ( , | >JltW i bbi;b." 'J 'he depredations committed 
i:i#uijji:I tin: by tbib active (Jommodore in the North Sea and 

'^l' iC,J '" i5jtRi ' : > with hiii {l U Ui squadron, at length induced the 
A'ljuij-ui ibitibb Admiralty to send out Admiral Jienbow, one of 
li«riil>-;w in their i, JOfc i ; intelligent and successful look-out officers, to 
Mjjj. ' follow upilean Hart's movements, but the Frencb Com- 
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modore evaded all pursuit, notwithstanding that he was 1696. 
constantly sighted and chased; and the dexterity that 
he evinced in eluding the vigilance of such a man as 
Benbow went far to increase his fame, and to increase 
the alarm of it among the English merchant-marine. 
" On assure que son nom seul £toit un epouvantail 
dans toute la Hollande; que si quelqu'un crioit, 'VoilA 
Jean Bart!' tous ceux qui l'entendoient regardoient 
promptement par ou ils s'enfuiroient." The English, 
the Dutch, the Russian, were such sufferers from his 
" light squadron " that they united for the last five 
months of this season to form a squadron of fifty-two 
vessels, which were divided into three squadrons, with 
the sole object of watching Jean Bart's movements, so 
that when his supplies failed he was under the neces- 
sity of returning to Dunkirk, which he again and again 
succeeded in entering and quitting with as much hardi- 
hood as success, although he was often obliged to 
set fire to his prizes to prevent their recapture. 

On the 27th April, 1697, Louis XIV. ordered Jean 1697. 
Bart again to repair to Court, and, on his entering his Anecdotes 
presence, said, "Jean Bart, je vais vous faire Ch^gartand 
d'Escadron." "Votre Majeste* ne peut pas faire Louis XI V. 
mieux," was the ready reply, at which the Court circle 
laughed immoderately. "You mistake, gentlemen," 
remarked the King, "the meaning of Jean Bart's 
answer. It is that of a man who knows his own 
value, and intends to give me fresh proofs of it." On 
another occasion Louis XIV. expressed himself to 
Jean Bart in the following complimentary strain: 
" Je voudrois avoir dix mille hommes comme vous." 
" Je le crois bien," was the response of this unsophisti- 
cated seaman to his august Sovereign. 

The death of John Sobieski, in June 1696, had 
brought forward many pretenders to the Crown of 
Poland, and, amongst others, the Prince de Conti, grand- 
son of Louis XIV. and Madame de la Valliere, who had 
distinguished himself highly in the French armies, and 
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10(17. had upheld the military reputation of the family of 
"7. A Condi':. The King now commit ted the person of Mi 

Jtnui Hurt . , ^_ * 

I'Mroru tin* candidate to the prudence and skill of Jean Hart, to carry 

Trim* of hj|„ h af»-ly to the Baltic, and land him on the Poliih 

uLuiz'iu. H ' lorc - '' be I'rince embarked on tliiM mission at Dunkirk, 

on the 5th September, 1 007, and Bart with great address 

panscd an enemy's fleet of nineteen fihips of war. His 

Jtoyal HighncHs had had some experience of danger, 

iicvcrthelrKs lit: was made Home what nervous at the im- 

(lUttrni-.- miiiMiey of being made a priffoiier. " It was very pot* 

u ' rU l'\ -KiM-r." replied Jean Bart. "What would you have 

Jcuu Hurt, done," naid the Prince de Conti,"had they attacked 

uh r" " leather than surrender I would have blown 

up the vchhcI ; my Hon is at this moment in the powder 

magazine with a lighted match in his hand, ready to 

obey my order." "The remedy is worse than the 

dmcasc!" exclaimed I Iih Highness; "be pleaded to order 

him on deck immediately." The fleet arrived opposite 

Dantzig, on the 20th, where many notables of Poland 

received him, and he attended a great meeting of the 

clcctorn at Oliva, on the 18th October, hut he soon 

perceived the hopelessness of success, and returned on 

board Jean Bart's squadron, which carried him safely 

back again to Dunkirk on the 10th December. 

Tin? iVacc of Byswick restored Jean Hart to a rest 
that was only too ennuyant for such a man ; pour 
HamUHvr^ be made an excursion with his family to see 
his old schoolmaster, who was still alive; nevertheless, 
1708. in 1708, when the War of the Succession broke out, he 
was called into activity, and was directed again to carry 
ItouLli of ft light squadron to the Baltic; but, on the 27th April, 
J<;M " \ il l rit before he could obey the injunctions that he had re- 
ceived, he was seized with an attack of pleurisy that 
Honour- carried him to the grave, in his fifty -second year. It 
ithlfi con- j H Ultm i honourable to Louis XiV., who, amidst his 
I>njiH XIV. many faults, was a noble re warder of merit to all who 
to hi* ],ad nerved him, and a great King in his graceful mode 

ttl111 *' of conferring a favour, that we can record that within 
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a week of his death, on the 2nd May, His Majesty 1703. 

signed, with his own hand, a " brevet de deux mille ~~ 

livres de pension poor la Dame Bart et ses enfants." 

He left six children surviving him, the eldest of whom 

became an Admiral, and left many descendants. 

Jean Bart was of a strong build and of good stature, Hit 

with a regular and agreeable physiognomy. Like his pe™ 11 *! 

° ~ r J ° . appearance 

Flemish countrymen, of a soft complexion, blue eyes and 

and fair hair. He was temperate in his habits, and character, 
modest in his speech, of which however he was sparing, 
and never presumed on good fortune. He would say, 
" I owe more to those who followed and assisted me 
than to myself." He was rarely moved to anger, ex- 
cept when deeply offended. He had activity, energy, 
and vigilance for all his work, courage and valour 
beyond others in his profession, yet always under the 
control of prudence and common sense. He would 
seek danger when circumstances demanded it, and 
avoid it when it would in no degree tend to any 
advantage. He had been entirely the architect of his 
own fortune. Born in a fisherman's cabin, he was 
utterly ignorant of the usages of the world, and often 
gave vent to remarks which were not quite in place, 
yet he had nevertheless a steady mind and strong good 
sense. Without being an Admiral in the popular 
sense of the word and character, he was a wonder- 
ful seaman, and attained a knowledge of his art, both 
in ship-craft and in pilot-craft, that rendered him an 
ubiquitary that could never be caught or held; yet 
Jean Bart was in fact nothing more than this, he was 
nobody excepting when on board his ship ; and his 
constant companion, De Forbin, says of him, in his 
"Memoires:" "II etoit un stupide, incapable de former 
aucun projet ; rnais en meme temps il etoit actif, 
vigilant, toujours pret a agir avec un valeur et un 
courage guide par un sage prudence V 

1 Vie de Jean Bart, par Richer; Eugene Sue; Biographical 
LKctionaries; Macaulay ; Memoires de Forbin. 
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1C>;{7. Francis liiiris in: Koihhkt/rt, Count do Chatonu- 
Hirtlmf Ke.niaud, or Clmteau-Regnault. wan a native of Toil- 
liivniuul. rami 'i where lie wilh born in 1(M7, Tho family of 
Uousselet was of obscure origin until tho marriage of 
the great-grandfather of our hero with tho nister of 
the Cardinal de ludz. Like moHt of tho young 
French nobles of his duyn ho sought tho occupa- 
tion of arms, and made a campaign or two under 
Marshal de Turcnne, when ho wo* proaont in 1058 
at the siege of Dunkirk; Hubsccpiontly ho took flcrviooo* 
lOOI. a naval officer in I (>(>!, and obtained tho communion 
of Lieutenant de Vaisseau. lie dintinguishod himtolf 
in an attack of the Sallee Ivovern on tho coast of 
llarhary, where, probably, he became comrado withDe 
Tourville, but they were already intimate friend*, for 
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they had met together at the Court of St. Germain's, 1667. 

in 1667, where both witnessed the King's creation _,. ~" 

• ° Sinfftuar 

of a Marechal de France in the apartments of the w<a ger of 

palace, and made the singular wager which was so Chiteao- 
remarkably won by both the pariews in the course an<fi)e 
of their naval career. " En 1673 il fut promis un Tourville. 
grade de Chef d'Escadre, et livra un combat contre 
cinq corsaires hollandois avec un vaisseau et soixante- 
quatre canons, et en 1674 il attaqua dans la Manche 1674. 
le fils de Ruiter, Contre-amiral de Hollande, qui a g tion ^^ 
convoyoit une flotte de 105 navires de commerce ; the Dutch, 
apres un combat de trois heures, dans lequel cinq 
vaisseaux hollandois furent coules a fond, le jeune 
Ruiter fut oblige d'«chouer plusieurs de ses navires 
sur les bancs de Flandre." Gerard Brandt makes 
no allusion to this affair, and it is so loosely given, 
without further details by Richer, as to render it 
impossible to give a very intelligible account of it. 

In these early days of French naval prowess, France 
was too weak to enter single-handed into great con- 
flicts, so that she was under the necessity of soliciting 
the co-operation and aid of the fleets of any small mari- 
time nation. It had been the wars with the Dutch Ingigmfi- 
and English, 1664—1676, that first afforded the^^ ch 
French people the opportunity of learning, at the Navy till 
expense of these two great naval antagonists, how to 1 664-1676. 
make a figure on that element with which they had 
been before so little acquainted ; and it was Colbert 
who, for the most part, nursed the maritime service, 
by rendering it a participation in glories of which they 
did not share the danger, so that by sometimes siding 
with the Dutch, and sometimes with the English, the 
French fleet became eventually able to deal with 
either nation. Officers, such as De Tourville, Gabaret, 
and Chateau-Regnaud, were at this period rapidly 
advanced to high commands. It was in 1681 that De 1681. 
Tourville received his flag, and he could not have 
been much the senior to Chateau-Regnaud, although 

p p 2 



• r >7(> II A lift II A1* I)K CtlATEATT-ttECIXATTD, 

1(5S7. we find our hero in KW7 commanding a nhip of war 

,„ . A under his friend, yet in tho year KIND Ch&tcuu- 

Ki^uiud Kegnaud was iimlinihl »'(ll y in ilio temporary command 

joiiiH I jo n f H ii tM .f. ,,f si\1 v-two men-of-war, with which h« 

with it Uci«t.l m,HM ' l' 1 ' I«»urvulent llrest. 

nt IlivHt, While in port, the King sent order* thnt a ftqtiadron, 

consisting of twenty-four h1ii|>h of tho lino, with two 
frigateH and fire-ships, should ho despatched to tlin 
const, of Ireland, under rhfileau-ltegnaud, and, accord- 
ingly, on the Dth May, ho appeared hetween CnjMj 
Clear anil Kius.do. Tho Knglish Admiral Herbert, 
in eommaud of twenty -four sail, sighted then i on the 
lOth, and at. once endeavoured all he could to got 
up to them before they could reach Hal 1 try J Jay. 

Actioiiwil.il The enemy saved him tho luhotir, for on tho 11th tuft 

A I • 1 

AumiriL |<Yrneh Meet stood out -to sea ill II Woll-foriliod line of 
HrrluTl. 

in Iduitry battle, M. (Jabaivl, being in tho van with eight whip*. 

Itoy. r I'li< ■ Admiral's (lag appeared in tho centre, with eight 

more, the rear-squadron, with tho same numls«r, hail 
for its Commander M. Koran. Tho French van cut in 
upon the leading Knglish vessel hh it attempted to get 
round their Hank into the Hay, mid hoth fleet* were 
soon generally engaged. Tho light wan |>n?tty warm 
for about two hours, when it slackened, heeaUHO the 
wind obliged all Mm ships to tack, under which opera- 
tion the lire slaelccned, wlien hoth sideH renewed the 
tight for about four hours. Tho endeavour of the; 
antagonist, Admirals was to obtain tho wind, and 
( -h/iteuu-Uegtiaiid, in his report, vary modestly men- 
tions that, he had obtained it: "II est h rcMArquer, 
iMoiiseigueiir,o | ii , jI < -st fortoxtraordinaire<piu Ioh Angloi* 
aillen t si bien a u prix do nous, ot (jiio Iiouh Ioh ayoriff 
iiieue de la maniere que nous HVOflH fait. Jl lie iV'Ht pa* 
nioins mm a- noil, Jlerhert A. cjni cctto Jiverituro ROit 
arrive; lui qui pa.; -ne pour le pi UH capable ct Jo {dm 
brave de leun: gem'-raux, aussi il cnt curtain qti'apre* 
que la er.iinte de rineurtitudo du comhut fut pa**&;, il* 
en resficiitireut line tcllo confusion quo, quoiqUO tioiu 
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fdssions tres-bien ensemble, ils fussent ravig d'etre sorti 1689. 
du peril ou ils croyoient etre. Je fus quatre heures le "" 
maitre de la tete des Anglois." Admiral Herbert, how- 
ever, kept out to sea, because he found no other way 
by which he could gain the wind ; and accordingly the 
French fleet stood into the Bay, which put an end to 
the fight. The English had, without a doubt, the worst 
of the battle of Bantry Bay, although it was an action 
inconsiderable in itself. The French had one ship set 
on fire, and two others were obliged to be sent out of 
the line. The English lost no ship, but one Captain 
and one Lieutenant, with 94 men, were killed, and 
about 300 wounded. Herbert bore away for the Scilly 
Islands, and Chateau-Regnaud retired into Brest. 

In 1690 we find Chateau-Regnaud, with his flag in 1690. 
the " Dauphin Royal," commanding the advanced 
squadron of the fleet under De Tourville, consist- 
ing of six very large ships of war, which had been 
constructed at Rochefort, and brought from thence 
by the Count. This fleet quitted Brest on the 23rd 2***°: 
June, and, entering the Channel, cruised along the conCnandi 
English coasts. De Tourville had seventy-eight ships f wadron 
of war ; and, on the 10th July, Admiral Herbert, now ] n ^i e ^g 
made Earl of Torrington, with the confederate English Beachy 
and Dutch fleet, consisting of fifty-six ships of war, Head * 
offered battle. The French fleet was formed in a 
curve or half-moon, of which Chateau- J iegnaud com- 
manded at one of the terminations. Herbert and the 
Dutch Admiral Hervestem opened fire against the 
enemy at nine in the morning, and for about two 
hours the cannonade was terrible on both sides; 
but it does not appear that Chateau-Regnaud's 
squadron had any other duty in this conflict, called 
by the French the Battle of Bevezieres, and by the 
allies of Beachy Head. After the victory gained here 
by De Tourville, the Minister directed him to send 
Chateau-Regnaud to burn the arsenal of Plymouth ; 
but the Admiral did not deem it practicable, and, 
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1091. accordingly, that enterprise was laid aside, and the 
fleet returned U> port J . 

In 1001 the antagonistic fleets of England and 
France avoided often si yl* operations; but after the 
a flair of Kirconncl. ou the tlth July, when the hopes 
of J an i« h II. were utterly at an end in Ireland, Ad- 
miral de Chateau-] icgnaud was detached from Brest, 
with thirty .ships, to render a b.si stance for the preser- 
vation of the troops and supplies that might be 
brought away, or for the general protection of the 
garrisons left behind; at length after two months' fruit- 
less cruise, he received orders to take his squadron into 
the I jay of Jiiscay to look after the Spanish galleons 
that uiight be expected home towards the end of the 
year. However, M. de Chateau- 1 icgnaud had not the 
good fortune to meet with any prizes, and got a rap 
on the knuckles from Count de Portchartrain for his 
1000. want of success. In I GOO we hear of M. de Chateau- 
r '' iat * jail j Kcgnaud being commissioned to conduct the fleet from 
conducts Toulon to J 'rent, and, although an English fleet of 
the fleet thirty-five ships of war was in the Mediterranean, he 
'ion Ion to accomplished the mission with safety, and without the 
UroHt. necessity of firing a shot. He was afterwards sent 
with twelve ships of the line to cruise off Cadiz, in 
order to intercept the expected arrival of the galleons 
from Mexico, but he again failed. 

1 It has been remark^ I that it jh only by comparing the nega- 
tive victory on" Heaehy Head with the brilliant result of Kutiscll's 
victory tit La Ho^ue, that Uri-bcrt's conduct can Ijc fjilly under- 
stood. J loth battle* were fought under somewhat similar circum- 
HtauccH, that !h, under ord< a r» from their Sovereign!! contrary to 
what the two Admirals theuihelveK dchircd. Here the English 
fleet in the weakest, and Herbert would have kept out to sea and 
avoided a deeinive battle. At La Hoguc the relative strength of 
the contending fleets in revered, and the French Admiral keeps 
in fchow, invites a eonte.-.t, mid, leaving himself no means of 
es'-ai*', in totally destroyed hy the Kiijierior enemy. It has been 
thought that Herbert'* ileet. would have Hiill'ered a similar catas- 
fro|)he to De Tourville't*, had the Hritish Admiral risked a close 
action. 
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In 1700, Louis XIV. sent detachments of his navy 1700. 
in eTery direction in the hope of coming across the 
Archduke Charles, who had declared himself King of 
Spain in opposition to the Duke d'Anjou, and our 
hero was given the command of a squadron of nine 
ships of war to lie ready for any thing that might 
happen at La Bochelle. Towards the end of 1701 M. 1701. 
de Chateau-Regnaud had the command given him of a S™** 1 ^ 
conjoint expedition for the defence of the Spanish succeeds 
settlements. His fleet consisted of a squadron of" 1 * 1 "., 
eighteen French ships of the line, under M. de Coetle- to the 
gon, and the Spanish ships of war, under Don Pedro Spanish 
Xavaredo, with a number of engineer and artillery offi- j,^^. 
cere, ammunition, and ample means of bombardment, but is 
for the purpose of being employed by the governors of f^?^ 
the Spanish settlements in the Xew World in support a portion 
of Louis XTWs policy in respect to the throne of Spain. °* ^jf fleet 
He succeeded fully in the main object of his mission, 
and collected the scattered fleet of Spain from the 
different Spanish colonies, which he carried safely to 
the port of Vigo ; but Sir George Eooke hearing of the 
arrival of the united fleet, came suddenly upon the 
port, the defences of which had been neglected, and 
the French Admiral, unable to protect the whole of 
his charge, was obliged to burn fifteen ships of the line, 
having only just time to save the crews. 

In the year 1703 the King created the Lieutenant- 1703. 
General Chateau-Begnaud Marechal de France, together Made a 
with two other Admirals, D'Estrees and Tesse ; but I j^^ 
cannot find that, after he received the baton, he ever 
raised his flag. His son, the Chevalier de Chateau- 
Kegnaud, was subsequently a distinguished officer, and 
the small service that is subsequently spoken of under 
this name was probably that of the son. The father, 
our hero, died in 1716. I cannot find the materials 1716. 
to form' any character of him ! . **k death. 

1 Histoire de France, de Trognon; Vie de TourvOle, par 
Richer; Eugene Sue. 
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J05 J . 'J'ii ih renowned seaman was bom at Cotton Hill in the 
liirth of parish of Si. Mary's, Shrewsbury, some time in 1651; 
but an the principal distinction of Iijh family name wu 
that hit* progenitors had served hi* country in the pro- 
fession of arms in no vary exalted rank, all record of 
their condition has perished, Jle wan the son of 
Colonel J fen bow, who was a sturdy Hoyalist during 
the Civil Warn, and stood hy the Kind's side At Wor- 
cester Fight, where he was taken prisoner and narrowly 
escaped being put to death. During the Usurpation 
hi;-, family prohahly lived at Shrewsbury ; and At the 
Restoration he was appointed to some small office in the 
Tower of London, where, a little before the breaking out 
of ojie of hi* Dutch wars, King Charts II. happened 
to pay a visit of inaction as to the state of the 
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magazines. There His Majesty saw the good old 1651. 
Colonel, whose hair was blanched with age, and, with T" .-j 
that wonderful memory which attaches with such and 
singular uniformity to Eoyalty, His Majesty recog- Benbow** 
nized him, received him with great cordiality, and con- 
descendingly inquired after his fortunes. The Colonel 
told the King that he enjoyed a place in the Tower 
of some fourscore pounds, in which he endeavoured to 
serve His Majesty as cheerfully as if it were four 
thousand. The King answered that it was too small a 
recompense for one who had stood by him on the field 
of Worcester; and, turning to his attendants, com- 
manded that he should come to the palace the follow- 
ing .day, when he would inquire how he might provide 
more liberally for him and his family ; but that to- 
morrow the veteran was destined never to see. His 
sense of the King's condescension and goodness over- 
came his long pent-up feelings of loyalty and devo- 
tion, and, sitting down on a bench, he quietly breathed 
his last, even before His Majesty was well out of the 
Tower. It does not appear that the family derived any 
benefit from the good-intentioned monarch's intentions. 

There is no record of what the Colonel's family con- Benbow a 
sisted of, or what became of them. The subject of our Captainand 
memoir was bred to the sea in the merchant-service, gn j p - m #& 
and became, before the end of Charles II.'s reign, Mediter- 
owner' and commander of the " Benbow," one of the J^^eT 
most considerable of the vessels in the Mediterranean 
trade. He appears to have obtained the reputation of 
a brave, active, and skilful seaman, and he would have 
probably acquired a good estate in the mercantile 
marine, if an accident had not brought him to a com- 
mission in the Eoyal Navy which led to his future 
distinction. 

In the year 1686 Captain Benbow, trading in the 1686. 
vessel bearing his name, of which he was Master and ? e ?^ w 
part owner, was attacked in his passage to Cadiz by a Sallee 
Sallee Rover, against which he defended himself with Rover. • 
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1 GSO. the utmost bravery, until tin* Moors succeeded in Ijoard- 

ing his h1i!|>. TIhh roused him to n desperate struggle, 

. '?™ r " which ended in his expelling the barbarians from his 

anmlotflof deck, leaving thirteen men hehind them, whose head* 

Itanbow. fj H , c^pfjjj,, ,I t .sin'd to he cut oil' and thrown into a tub 

of pork pickle. Arriving at Cadiz, he went on shore 

and ordered a negro servant to follow him with the 

Moors 1 heads in a sack. In answer to thu inquiries of 

the revenue officers, " What have you pot there?" 

the Captain answered, " Salt provisions for my own 

use ;" but lie refused to allow the sack to bo opened. 

The officers insisting that ho must then go before 
the magistrate, the Captain consented to go beforu 
hiin, and was received with every civility, but, oq he 
refused to open the sack to the demand of the proper 
officer, the nature of their commission obliged them to 
demand a sight of the contents of his sack. " Very 
well," said the Captain; "J told you they were salt 
provisions for my own use. Ciewir, throw them down 
upon the tabic; and, gentlemen, if you like them, they 
am very much at your service." Of course the whole 
court was astonished at the sight, and, demanding the 
circum stances under which he obtained them, Benbow 
succinctly and modestly related the adventure; and 
this account of the Captain's cntcqirisc obtained a 
pretty general circulation in the city, so that it camo 
to be carried to the ears of Charles II., then King 
of Spain, who commanded that Captain Hcriliow should 
repair to his Court, that he might become acquainted 
with so gallant an officer. lie was received by tho 
Spanish sovereign in the midst of his Court with 
the greatest respect, and was afterwards dismissed 
Hcnlinw with a handsome present, and His Most Catholic 
n-nivrM Majesty wrote a letter to his royal brother of England 

II ('011111114- , . ~ 

m mi from to congrat nlate him on having such a subject: hence 
.In turn II. it wns that James II., on the receipt of tho recom- 
mendation, made I {en how's acquaintance, and gave him 
the command of a ship in the .Navy. 
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After the ^Revolution, Benbow was placed in charge 1689. 
of the " York," in 1689 ; and the merchants of the City, „ /"" 
who well knew the man and his worth, requested that he serves 
might be appointed to the command in the British Chan- in tbe 
nel to protect our trade. In this service he not only 
succeeded effectually, but by his daring and skill ac- 
quired a perfect knowledge of the French ports, 
evinced, on many occasions, the most intrepid courage 
in these expeditions by accompanying the engineers in 
the ship's boats during the bombardments, by sharing 
in all their hardships, and by usefully assisting in these 
operations : so he became generally recognized as a prac- 
tical and trustworthy seaman, and in consequence Lord Master of 
Torrington constituted him Master of the Fleet, in j^jk^y 
which character he acted in the battle off Beachy Head. 
Head. 

The vigour and activity lie displayed ultimately 
recommended Benbow to King William for a flag, 
and, in November, 1693, we find him in command of 1693. 
a squadron of twelve men-of-war, four bomb-vessels, 
and ten brigantines, off St. Malo. He at once ran Benbow 
in and anchored before Quince Fort, and, ^^stTMab 
placing his ships in positions best suited to the plan of 
Captain Philips, the engineer, he opened a concen- 
trated fire upon the fort. The enemy, however, re- 
ceived him with such a return fire that, after five hours' 
firing, he was constrained to warp the ships to prevent 
grounding. The harbour of St. Malo, although large, 
is known to be difficult of access on account of the 
rocks that surround it, and from the great strength of 
its defences. 

The squadron returned to the attack a day or two 
later, and succeeded in throwing seventy bombs in one 
day into the town, when a landing was effected, which 
merely resulted in setting fire to a convent which had 
been occupied with troops. At length, on the fifth 
night, which was exceedingly dark, with a fresh gale of 
wind and a strong tide, Benbow brought in a novel 
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policy appears to have been still pursued of insulting 1696. 
the coast of France ; Granville, Havre-de-Grace, Don- 
kirk, Calais, were all in turn threatened or bombarded, 
and the entire French shore was kept in a perpetual 
alarm. In the month of May, Bear- Admiral Benbow Benbow 
sailed with a small squadron in order to block up Da j* 3 * *° 
Bart in the harbour of Dunkirk ; but that famous ad- [Jerome 
venturer availed himself of a fog to escape him, and, of Da But 
although Benbow followed him as well as he could, he SjJJJV. 
contrived to evade him more than once, although he 
was sometimes within sight of him. Our hero received Benbow 
a wound in the leg off Calais ; but shortly afterwards, wonnded - 
the Peace of Kyswick put an end to the war, and 
brought some repose to Benbow. 

The many disappointments that befel the English Benbow 
in the course of the war occasioned very loud com- ?**J*fJ 
plaints against almost every one who was engaged in almost 
maritime affairs ; but it is remarkable that, in the gfwfl 
many bitter pamphlets' of the time, not one word was £on of the 
said to the prejudice of Admiral Benbow. On the public with 
contrary, he received many high commendations from jg^^^g^ 
his old friends the merchants, who omitted no oppor- and 
tunity of publicly thanking him for the protection t & wma *QZ' t * 
commerce; and he was always a favourite of the Nary 
seamen, who evinced towards him the greatest proof 
of their affection. He seems never to have had any 
political attachments, so that he escaped much of the 
rancour that was afloat ; and King William was 
delighted to find a single subject of his in such a 
category, and was glad to call him into his counsel 
upon a question then much mooted — whether mere 
seamen — or, as they were then termed tarpaulins — or 
officers of a superior education were best suited to the 
command of fleets and ships. He sensibly gave it as 
his opinion that it was safest to know no distinctions 
of that kind, but he thought a naval Commander 
should always be judged by his actions at sea, and 
that the great dagger lay in preferring gentlemen 
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1G90. without merit, on some score of political favour, to the 
~~ better description of tars who would best undertake 
matters beyond the capacities of mere landsmen. 

After the peace, King William desired information 
of the state of the "West Indies in case his pacific viewi 
should be disappointed and a new war should arise. 
He feared the colonies were in a very weak and defence- 
less condition ; and it happened that the Scotch had 
lately established a settlement at Darien, which had 
given great of fence to the Spaniards. Accordingly, 
the King fixed on liear- Admiral Benbow 1 to command 
a squadron of seven sail of fourth-rates, and His 
Majesty gave him his own private instructions, 
especially directing to keep as fair as possible with 
the governors of the Spanish ports and settlements, 
and to make his observations with regard to them. 
1G0S. Benbow raised his flag in November, 1698, and 
lk'iibow is arr i vec i i n the West Indies in the February following. 
West He found most of the British' colonies in a bad con- 

Indies, dition, and, for the greater part, at variance with 
their governors ; and the garrisons so much reduced, 
by sickness and other accidents, as to be very unequal 
to the defence of the islands. He had, however, 
brought a regiment out with him, which he disposed of 
to the best advantage in the Leeward Islands. He 
next proceeded to perform the other part of his com- 
mission — the looking into Spanish affairs, for which a 
very proper occasion presented itself. The authori- 
ties at Cartagena had seized two British ships with an 
intention to employ them against the Scotch settlers 
at I Jar i en, and he therefore resolved to restore 
those ships to their owners. He stood across to 

1 An amusing anecdote is told of the Dutch King on this 
occasion, who was not much given to a joke either in English or 
any other language. It was discussed whether another Admiral 
should not hav»- the command, who was said to be too much of a 
fine gentleman : "Oh ! " paid the King, "if we are to hare a beam, 
I insist upon my old friend lieu-ion;." 
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the Dragon's Mouth, and apprised the Go^rnor- 1698. 
General at Trinidad that he came there for the two „. — 
English ships lying in the harbour, which, if not sent gpfrited 
out to him, he said he would come and take by force. conduct at 
After some demur the ships were sent out to him, ^^ at 
with which the Admiral returned to Jamaica. He Porto 
afterwards proceeded to Porto Bello on a similar BeUo# 
enterprise, and, by his firmness, he obtained there also 
the satisfaction he required ; and, in June, 1700, he 1700. 
returned to England with six men-of-war, taking New 
England in his way. 

He was received very graciously by the King, and 
earned many compliments for his courage, capacity, 
and integrity by all parties in the State. In acknow- 
ledgment of which he received the grant of an augmen- 
tation to his coat-of-arms ; for, as it consisted at first 
of only bows, he was now permitted to bear as many 
fledged arrows, in token that they were bent-bows. 
The ambition of Louis XIV., on the occasion of the 
Spanish Succession, having again lighted up an Euro- 
pean war, the British Government thought it de- 
sirable to send a strong squadron to the West Indies, 
and recommended Admiral Benbow to the King ; but 
His Majesty considered that, as the Admiral had just 
returned from that climate of bad report, some other 
officer should take the turn. However, he sent for Benbow's 
"honest Benbow," as His Majesty called him, and JJ^u^ w 
told him he had been named for the command, but William, 
that if, having only just returned home, he desired to 
be excused, he would not take it amiss. The Admiral 
answered bluntly that a sailor should not consider he 
had any right to choose his duty or his station, and 
that if His Majesty desired to send him to the East 
or West Indies, or any where else, he would cheerfully 
execute his orders, as became his obedience to the 
service. 

The object of this expedition was to induce the Benbow 
Spanish governors in the New World to refuse the w agam 
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1700. mct'i-mUni of Philip, tins Y much King's grandson, to 

, 7" the Spanish ijionarcliy ; and, if he could not effect this, 

On* VVirhL he vvuk to endeavour to make himaclf master of their 

Ili'lii:*. gallcoiiH and hilv«T licet*. The French, however, wllO 

knew the importance of llirs measure, lost no time in 
ij] /holding tin; iJourhon cause, and despatched three 
wjuadroiiH in HiicccKHion, each of them superior to tlifi 
fleet of IJeuhow, and with considerahle bodies of troops 
on board the hIiijih. The Jlritihli fleet, consisting of 
ten hhipH of the line, readied Jiarhadocs on the 3rd 
November, 1701. Here- he received the intelligence of 
the two French squadrons which had arrived in the 
Caribbean Sea. lie Record i ugly removed to Jamaica, 
from whence he distributed his eminent ho judiciously 
an that vi-ry little damage was done to the British 
commerce on the Went Indian station. 
1702. In July the Admiral found that a stjuadron of ten 

lii-iilntw h;i ;j j llu ,\ t . r tlii; eoifiiiiand of M. du Cause, was criming 

i-uivmiif.i;r» . riot i * -a i 

M. du f >" Jamaica ; and, accordingly, JJenbow put to sea with 

UuMmiW (;ij/|,t hhipH and pursued the French Admiral until the 
MarUm. 2 Int, when he got sight of the enemy off Cane Kt. 
Martha. The next morning at hreak of day he was 
near the French whip*, hut none of liia squadron, 
excepting tie- " Ituhy," wan within many miles of bis 
stern ; notwithstanding wliieh the French did not fire 
a gun at him ; hut, in the afternoon, they drew into a 
line and made what Hail they could without fighting. 
However, the Vice- Admiral and tin; " ituhy " kept thctn 
company all night, plying them with their chase-guns. 
Tim?, the Vice-Admiral continued pursuing, hut was 
never duly necouded hy Hcvcral of the ships of the 
fleet. On the 2Hrd, about noon, the French Admiral 
engaged the " Kuby/' which became ho diaahled that 
Hhe was obliged to put hack into J'ort J loyal. The 
fleets were a;/ ail j brought together; hut the Knglith 
Captains would not fire again, though within blank 
shot. At length, on the 2lth f JJenbow, tired of 
temporizing any longer, came up with the enemy's 



ENGLISH ADXIBAX. 589 

sternmost ship and fired his broadside, which was 1702. 
returned very briskly ; when, about three in the after- n^Tl . 
noon, the Admiral's right leg was shattered by a wounded, 
chain-shot. He was immediately carried below to 
have his wound dressed by the surgeon, when one 
of his officers expressed to him his great sorrow for 
the loss of his leg, upon which Benbow replied, " I am 
sorry for it too ; but I had rather have lost both than 
have seen this dishonour brought upon the English 
nation. But — do ye hear ? — if another shot should take 
me off, behave like brave men and fight it out." He 
then caused himself to be carried on deck in his 
cradle, that he might witness the continuance of the 
action, when one of the enemy's ships, carrying seventy 
guns, appeared in a very disabled condition : but only 
one ship of his fleet, the " Falmouth," took any steps 
to engage her : three of his ships passed her, firing 
their broadsides, and stood away to the southward. 
The disabled ship put her helm a-weather and ran 
right before the wind, until the French Admiral took 
her in tow. The Vice- Admiral signalled for all his Dastardly 
Captains to come on board the flag-ship, when they all bfkroour 
agreed " that the French were too strong ; and, from Captains, 
what had passed, he might guess he could make 
nothing of it." Benbow was indignant, but the 
several Captains all signed a paper to the same effect, 
and he, seeing himself absolutely without support, saw 
no other course open to him but to bear away for 
Jamaica. 

On his arrival at Port Royal, he ordered all the offi- 
cers who had so scandalously misbehaved to be landed 
and confined to their quarters, while he directed a 
commission to Iiear-Admiral Whetstone to try the 
four Captains by court-martial for cowardice, breach 
of orders, and neglect of duty : these charges were Benbow'g 
proved upon the fullest and clearest evidence that Captains 
could be desired. All four were found guilty, and zentenced 
sentenced to be shot, which sentence was carried out to be shot. 

vol. in. Q q 
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1702. against flirts of them ; but 11 jo fourth died a few dayst 
prcviniiH id bin comradci*' execution. 

The <)|>fr,'Ll ion of amputation wax mo much affected 
by the anxieticH and mental Huffcririg attending tin: 
trial of bin Captain**, ihai a HeriouH fever Hot in, which 
wan alno aggravated by the heat of tho climate ; and tho 
condition of Iiih mind may ho touted by tho letter ho 
at tliiH timo addn'KHcd to bin wife at homo, wherein he 
oxprcHHed much more concern for tho Htnto of affaire a« 
they affected tlic public than (or hiuiftclf. From tin; 
time of tlic Iosh of Iiih log ho entertained no hopoH of 
rccovcrv. but Hhowcd an earnent defriifj to ho an iiHcfti) 
an lie could iih long hh ho lived, by taking tho ac- 
customed ineaHiircH for tin? proper diHtribution of hig 
shipM, and for their proper condition and victualling. 

Dm Hi of "' H Hpiril rt did not fail him until very near bin end, 

HciiIhiw. which happened November 4, 1702. 

1 1 in rcmaiiiH were ncnt to Kngland, and deposited 
without pomp or ceremony in tho burying-grouud of 
St. Nicholas*, Deptford. Neither tjuccn Anno nor tho 
Parliament gave bin tnomory a thought, and it wax 

Monument, only of lato yaii'H that a mouumoTit haw been erected to 

lit. Slin-wH- j 1 j |t Inl . Inor y j,, st. Mary'H Church, NhrowHbury. hearing 
bury U) 1 1 1 «« .... . . ~ 

nifiiiory. thin iiiKcription : " Frocted by public HuhHcription to 

commemorate tho HerviceH of John Benbow, Ktu\. 9 Vice- 
Admiral of the nine; a nkilfu! and daring neaman, 
whone heroic exploit** long rendered hint tho bo ant of 
the Ihitinh Navy, and ntill point him out an the 
NcIkou of the time. He wan born at Cotton If ill in 
lliin parish, and died at Kington, Jamaica, November 
4, 1702, aged fifty -one ycarH, of wouwIh received in hif* 
memorable action with a French wjuadron off Cartha- 
l^'ii.'i in the VVcftt IndicH, on tho liJth and five follow- 
ing day:-* of AugiiKi in that year." 
Hi- While Iiik hitfcrcKt eneiuieH could not deny him lh« 

r-liliniciiT. ... /. , .. 111/1 I t« 

reputation of a bravo, active, anu able Commander, hi* 
bc.'.t friendM and admire™ could not gainnay that h« 
wanted thoKo conciliatory meant* which arc uHually 



ENGLISH ADMIRAL. 591 

found requisite to secure personal attachment and 1702. 
regard : honesty, integrity, and a blunt sincerity were 
the most prominent features of the man, and rendered 
him estimable to his Sovereign, and to his own circle. 
But, while we lament the blot in our nature, we cannot 
deny that these truly valuable qualities are insufficient 
to acquire love in the profession of arms, even with un- 
blemished valour. He was what is called a " taut hand," 
strict and severe in his discipline, as was evidenced 
in the closing incidents of his life. The act of accuser, 
judge, and executioner of four Captains * of his fleet is 
a startling comment on his own gloss of his character, 
that he was hated as an officer and Commander *. 

1 The following letter to Benbow is said to have been addressed 
to him by the French Admiral, his opponent : — 

" Sir, — I had little hopes on Monday last but to have sapped 
in your cabin, but it pleased God to order it otherwise — I am 
thankful for it. As for those cowardly Captains who deserted 
you, hang them up; for, by G — , they deserve it. 

"Yours, 

"Du Cassb." 

5 Chalmers's Biographical Dictionary; Campbell's Lives of the 
Admirals; British Naval Biography; Smollett's History of 
England. 
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The many opportunities which the Naval service 
affords for the display of personal bravery, skill, and 
the exercise of a cool and sound judgment, together 
with the great mental energies that it peculiarly calls 
into operation, have probably been the reason why, in 
every land, a succession of eminent men have arisen in 
it to the highest honours of the service from a very 
mean origin. This observation will bo found to be 
fully illustrated in the life of the distinguished Com- 
mander whose service we have now to relate. 
1050. Cloudesley Shovel was the child of humble parents 
Birth of j n ^] 10 ol) SC u r o village of ClcVi in the remote northern 

Cloudosley . . 

Shovel. district of Norfolk, and was born about the year 1G50. 
His parents had a cousin of the name of Cloudesley, 
who was a man of comparative substance, and, with the 
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hope of giving their child a chance of some advantage 1650. 
from his favour, they called their son Cloudesley ; bat — 
their rich relation nevertheless took no notice of his 
little namesake, and died without leaving him a shilling. 
Nothing is known of his schooling, but, as a liveli- 
hood, the boy was brought up to the trade of a shoe- 
maker ; the last and awl, however, did not prove to his 
taste ; and, as there was a little harbour at his village, 
from whence a fishing business and a small foreign and 
coasting trade was supported, he early discovered an 
inclination for marine pursuits and wandering, and at 
length went to sea as a cabin-boy. He applied himself 
very assiduously to the study of navigation, and by 
his application and steadiness he attracted the notice 
of Sir Christopher Mengs, who removed him into 
his own ship as an apprentice. When in this capacity Daring act 
he overheard the Admiral express an earnest wish 2f you ?S 
to have some order of consequence conveyed to a when an 
ship at some distance, and, being a lad of spirit, apprentice, 
he offered to accomplish it. He was accordingly 
trusted, and swam through the enemy's line of ships, 
with the despatches in his mouth, bringing back 
a reply in safety. This action gave him notoriety, 
and he soon came to be regarded as a youth of 
promise, and quickly attained preferment. 

In 1674 we find him in the rank of Lieutenant, 1674. 
and employed in the ship of Sir John Narborough, who 
was himself a Norfolk man, and had in consequence 
given him his countenance. In the autumn of the 
same year Sir John was appointed Commodore of a 
squadron, that was sent out to punish the piratical 
state of Tripoli, and, being ordered by his instructions 
to try negotiation as well as force, he sent Shovel on 

shore, and desired him to demand some satisfaction for T . , . 
. . . Lieutenant 

the mischief that had been inflicted on British com- Shovel 
merce, and an assurance that it should not be permitted negotiates 
to continue. The Lieutenant delivered his message rj e y of 
with proper spirit, but failed in the mission because the Tripoli. 



d\)\ hilt (:un:uk:HLk.Y gjioru, 

|f#74. i**;/; d« -ftjiihlii^ hi* y'/uilj, treated Liiij with m»i<;h <ii*- 
M-hjii-'-t, ai.d ;•.« /it liiiij L;i':k to th<5 Admiral with am ut- 
>at:::fa' 4 oj y a:r.-v. < r. I 

Kir .John ;-.«-«it him in a^ain, giving him jijgtru'jti'jUE 

;i;« to *!.': I'lj-Ji he wifched. him to L'ive to hjfe JJjfettii'A 

narm!y, to make in'juiriek and ohaeTvatio!j« on tht 
condition and )*P jrarationfc for defence that <-Z J h-Vr'i 0!j 
:-.ho/'-. ;:hov«l e/id'Jjed a won*: reeeption thiiJi hefort, 
hul uiidif a jW'.l.i nee for delaying hifc departure. J,fc 
• lid ii'it fail to earry out the Admiral's order*. H«: 

hiom.'ht h.-i'-li fcueh aeeurate ohhervatioiife OJj the for'A 
and (li::trih>jtioii of the fehippin£ and the forts a* 
s-a1.i:-li<:'l Narhorou^h that it was o;uite practieahic 
to horn the ;*.hij,;-. in hat hour, in hj/ite of the forth aii'l 
»1« f« h' « ;•. ; and he liaed u]/'i/i ShoveJ to direet the Mow 
<>.ii!;ini tlot he meditated. Aeeordiu^ly, in the ui^ht of the 

, ' 1,1, ' . -H.h Mai'l. yoon:' Cloudedi-v, with all the boat* of tk 

•|.. lV( | Hi « t jilhd with f-oiiihiihtililt:K y Went boldly into tii«r 

haihour, and, having Hirpritied and «ei/ed the ^uard- 

Loaf in i-jlrti'-f, he boldly pafci-ed the Mol'f, where li'i 

il' :.1m*', i-d lour Jarj/e armed whips, and brought back hifc 

boat.-. :af'ily without thi: loft* of a single man. 1'liiii 

hnlhant < >ploit contributed to i#j'rr«raH<; hi* reputation 

in tin- piol'i ;-.:-.ioJi, the rej-ult bein^ that the I)ey 

iiium iliali ly ;«.ui-d for peaee. Sir John Narl>oroujdi 

;;:i'/i- ;.o honourabl'- an account of the Lieutenant ill 

hi-. I« -1 1 « - 1 :- and d< ^pati'lie* that it rained him to the rank 

nf ' 'iiiiimaiidiT, and }n? w:tn appointed to tin; " »Sap- 

|iiiit< /' and alVrwaid;-. to the " Jaineri" galley. 

H\/[) In Nnvi-inlii-r, I (#7i), Captain Shovel wan employed 

( .i|.i.ii. i,ii ;<|iiip- in tin- di fiin-e of Tangier, whieh, ut that tiiue 

,,'" ' *" In I'. ii-" d 1o thi- iSritihh (Vown. and wan lictiltwA IiV 

i lit in f'li** ' n j 

• A '| .in: -hi ;i M'm.hIi :iimy, v.lio, on the Sth of the mouth, made a 

ill juiaf.i- atti mjit to rairy the plaee hy Ktorm, hut 

■.•-in n|»ul:id v/itli i/n-ni. hi'avery. ('aptain Shovel 

ih -jihi - r i •! tin- hc-.t eimduet on thin oeea^ioii, on whieh 

In- ji''i'.i-d a. wound that di»-ahled him for Home time 

alii i Tin- Kim/u laithlul (JommoiiH would not awtiiht 
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His Majesty in a matter which they considered a mere 1680. 

personal matter. Tangier had been received as part 

of the dowry of the Queen ; and a considerable sum 

of money had in fact been expended already on the 

Mole, and now in consequence of want of funds Charles 

was obliged to leave that unfinished ; and, at length, 

in 16S3, about twenty sail of ships were sent in to Tangier 

destroy utterly the town and castle and Mole of Tan- f 1 * 11 ^^ 16 ^ 

gier, and to choke up the haven, in order to get free 

from the further expense of it. 

Shovel was again in England in 1680, and James 
Duke of York, then at the head of the Admiralty, 
entertained so high an opinion of his merit as to 
appoint him to the " Dover " frigate, in which com- 
mand he was when the Revolution broke out. It 1688. 
appears that Shovel had a grateful regard for the Shovel 
sailor-king, but being avowedly unfriendly to his arbi- p^J^ ^ 
trary measures, he and his ship's crew went heartily Orange, 
over to the Prince of Orange. In 1689 he was trans- 1689. 
ferred to the "Edgar," in which command he dis- 
tinguished himself greatly in Herbert's action against 
Chateau-Regnaud ; and in consequence, when William 
III. came down to review the fleet at Portsmouth, his 
courage and conduct were so recommended to the King 
that His Majesty conferred on him the honour of Knighted 
Knighthood. In the following year Sir Cloudesley was ^Wfflh"* 
given the " Monk," 60, and was employed in carry- 
ing the King and his army into Ireland, who was 
so pleased with his energy and activity on the 
occasion that he did him the honour to deliver him 
a commission of Rear-Admiral of the Blue with his 
own hand. In 1690 he assisted General Kirke in 1690. 
the reduction of Duncannon Castle ; and in January 
following he was with the fleet that conveyed the 
King to Holland. In the battle of Beachy Head, 
where few or none of our English fleet came into 
action, but just his squadron only, he was deeply 
engaged in the ship he was aboard of, and made good 
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1000. his character ho manifestly, that the French knew him 
~~ right well ever after. On his return he was ordered " to 
look into Rrest," and, when on this duty, having hoisted 
French colours, lie very nearly captured forty sail 
of merchantmen coming out of that harbour, and, 
although he missed the capturo of the whole, he 
took seven or eight, and destroyed others. 

1002. In 1 002 Sir Cloudesley Shovel became Rear-Admiral 

of the Red, and, with his flag on the " Itoyal William," 
100, he had his lull share in Russell's glorious victory of 

1 OO.'J. La 1 1 ogue. I n 1003 he was one of the joint-Admirals who 
Siitwfiic- W( , ro „j V( . n (•] large of the fleet, at that time our Admiral 

tory ruHiilt n n . n • n * 

of mi became, for a season, in consequence of misfortunes that 

inquiry happened in naval affairs, an object of popular odium, but, 
conduct after Parliament had investigated the affair, he gave so 
of Sir clear and satisfactory an account of the matter that it 

Shovel* ^ satisfied the people, and his character remained unim- 
pcached. lie had, however, with Sir George llooke, pro- 
tected the celebrated Smyrna fleet so indifferently that 
the French Admiral de Tourville captured and scattered 
them over the ocean, inflicting great damage on British 
shipping, and this prejudiced him again, as it was a 
result very offensive to the pride and prestige of 
the Navy in the eyes of the nation. The Dutch on 
this occasion issued a caricature in which the French 
were seen capturing the merchantmen on QYery side, 
while Sir Cloudesley Shovel was represented on board 
his own ship with his hands tied behind him, his 
colleagues, Admirals Killigrew and Delaval, having 
each of them hold of the cord so as to prevent his 
action and interference. Campbell records of him 
that he demonstrated fully in his defence, that "he 
became an eye-witness of the impossibility of doing 
what his orders directed to be done, so that ho was 
regarded as a man who would command success when 
it was possible, and omit nothing in his power when 
it was not." 

Useful rather than brilliant was Sir Cloudesley 's 
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next service, when, in 1694, he went to sea, under 1694. 
Lord Berkeley, in the expedition to Camaret Bay, ~~ 
where he distinguished himself by his dexterous em- Cloodedey 
barkation of the land forces, under General Talmash, 8h ?* el 
upon the small neck of land lying at the mouth of^]^ 
the river of Brest. Instead of trusting to such men tone* at 
as our Admiral, however, a young and eccentric son jjj^**^ 
of a Duke, who had exhibited some talent in the con- 
traction of his own yacht — the Marquis of Carmarthen 
— had solicited and obtained the rank of Bear- Admiral, 
and was put over our hero's head by the Admiral-in-Chief 
with the direction of the attack. The young lord was 
as brave as a lion, and it was thought that he posted 
the ships in such a manner as to have given great 
assistance to the land forces, and to have done the 
enemy considerable mischief; nevertheless, the whole 
thing failed, the General was mortally wounded and 
driven back, and some 400 of his troops were killed, 
and as many taken prisoners. ' 

This is the affair of which Macaulay most unjustly rjnjtut re- 
accuses the great Marlborough of having basely (out of flections of 
jealousy of Talmash) given intelligence to the French ^fT™ y 
Government, and thus occasioned the failure ; yet Tyn- conduct 
dall and other historians record that " this expedition ^J^T 
could not but prove unsuccessful, the French having 
had time to provide themselves against it, the design 
having been the town-talk in London before it was 
put into execution." The famous engineer, Yauban, 
had been sent down by Louis XIV. to put Brest into 
a posture of defence, who thus reported to the King 
before the English fleet arrived : " That His Majesty 
need be under no apprehension, that he had made all 
the subterraneous passages under the castle bomb- 
proof ; that he had placed 90 mortars and 300 pieces 
of cannon in proper places ; that all His Majesty's ships 
were out of reach of the enemy's bombs, and all the 
troops in good order ; that there were 300 bombardiers 
in the place, with 300 gentlemen volunteers and 4C00 
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1694. regular troops." If Marlborough had been ever so 
~~ much a traitor, it might be supposed that General 
Tahnash, by his own observation, might have seen that 
the preparations were too strong for him. 

On the failure of the above expedition against Brest 
it was deemed desirable to send the fleet along the 
coast of France, and, while Berkeley carried a portion 
Admiral of the ships to bombard Dieppe, Shovel carried others 
? l,0 \ cl , against Dunkirk and Calais ; but none of these opera- 
Dunkirk tions had any marked success. These "bombardings" 
and Calais. arc savage things in war, and ought not to be practised 
excepting on rare occasions. Doubtless they spread a 
terror along the entire shore of an enemy's country, 
and batteries had to be raised and armed, and defenders 
sought for amid the rural population ; but, on the 
other hand, it is an abuse of war, to occasion death 
and destruction of property among non-combatants 
will lout some very considerable object. At this time, 
however, the French had not so much right to com- 
plain, for they had bombarded Genoa without a previous 
declaration of war, and had put the whole country of 
Holland under military execution, causing, in the mere 
act of self-defence, the wholesale destruction of the 
land, by laying entire districts under ruinous inun- 
dations. When one nation thus themselves carry out 
the destruction of peasant life and private property, 
they cannot complain that the enemy retaliates with 
the same method of carrying on the war. 
1090. In 1090, Sir Cloudeslcy again sailed out of the 
Admiral Downs, on the 3rd April, with several men-of-war 
apiin <ind bomb- vessels, having Benbow under him, and 

bombard* throw between 300 and 400 bombs into Calais, most 
of which fell in the town and among the embarkations 
in tin; piers, and set fire to every thing of timber, 
whether works on land or shipping. The damage 
done was very considerable, and the church and 
barracks were much spoilt and defaced. Our Admiral 
was also at this time sent on several expeditions of 
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the like kind, and bombarded Dieppe and many other 1702. 
places on the coast of France. . , 7". 

Upon the accession of Queen Anne he was advanced shovel sent 
to the rank of Admiral of the White, and, in the to Spain to 
autumn of 1702, was sent with a squadron of twenty gj P q # 
sail to reinforce Sir George Eooke on the Spanish Booke. 
coasts. He reached Yigo just after the Admiral had 
destroyed the galleons, and he had only the duty left 
him of bringing home the spoils of the Spanish and 
French fleets after Rooke had captured them. Never- 
theless, in the summer of the same year, he was sent 
out to take the chief command beyond the Straits, 
where he protected the trade with great efficiency; and, 
in the following year, his armament was considerably 
increased in order to assist the inhabitants of the 
province of Languedoc, called Les Cevennois, who 
had been severely persecuted on account of their 
religion by Louis XIV., and who had appealed for 
the assistance of the Protestant powers. He had 
35 English and 12 Dutch ships placed under his 
command for this object, but could effect nothing 
beyond the disembarkation of a force of 2500 marines, 
under Brigadier Seymour, upon the coast. 

In 1704 Shovel joined Eooke's fleet, and, thus rein- 1704. 

forced, the British flag in the Mediterranean was 

in a perfect condition to meet the French, who had 

effected a junction of their fleets from Brest and 

Toulon. In the pride of their strength, Rooke and 

Sir Cloudesley, on hearing that Gibraltar was but 

slenderly provided with a garrison, determined on 

making an attempt to carry it by escalade. They Shares 

accordinsrlv sailed boldlv into the bav, and landed *"*£ Sj* 
" % k G. Rooke 

some 1S00 men, under the command of the Prince in the 

of Hesse-Darmstadt. On the Governor's refusal to capture of 

accept a summons, the ships were all moored, and 

opened such a cannonade on the 23rd July, that about 

15,000 shot and shell were poured into the place in 

five or six hours, under which the Admiral and the 
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1701. assailants got possession of the fortress, in the capture of 
which Shovel had no especial share, but as soon as the 
garrison was established and provisioned, he continued 
under the orders of Sir George Rooke, and was with him 
at Malaga, where, in the van of the combined fleet of 
Hattlc of England and Holland, he encountered the French fleet, 

Au la K* UI1<l(T tll( ' Collllt de Thoulouse > on the 13th August (by 
a singular coincidence this was the actual day that 

the victory of Marlborough was gained over the 
French army at Blenheim); Sir Cloudesley going freely 
before the wind dashed gallantly against De Villette 
and ])u Casse, and after a stout conflict set the ship of 
the former on fire, which blew up. Sir George brought 
up the corps-de-ba faille, which poured such an iron 
shower on their opponents that the ships of Belle- 
isle de Grancy, D'Osmond do Rouvroi, De Pon- 
tac, and De la Roche- Allard, all took fire, and were 
obliged to quit the French line to extinguish the 
flames. The fleets were nearly of equal strength, but 
Sir Cloudesley and Sir John Leake secured the weather- 
gage, which afforded the opportunity of closing with 
the enemy, which it was always the maxim of Shovel 
to accomplish. However, all the British ships began 
soon to feel the want of ammunition, so much having 
been expended on the capture of Gibraltar ; but here 
again Sir Cloudesley Shovel brought up timely aid, 
having been more provident than others. 

The action continued till near midnight, having com- 
menced early; but in this long action there was no ship on 
either side taken. However, the van, under our Admiral, 
suffered severely, and the " Lennox," the " Warspite," 
the " Tilbury," and the " Swiftsurc," which were all in 
that division, sulfered more than any others in the 
fleet. Sir Cloudesley's own report of the action is 
Cloudesley V(M T interesting : "Our number of ships that fought 
Shovol's in the line of battle were pretty equal. I think they 
oftlw * Hn woro forty-nine and we fifty-three; but Sir George 
action. Rooke reserved some of the lifty-gun ships to observe 
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if they attempted any thing with their galleys, of 1704. 
which they had twenty-four. Their ships did exceed ~~ 
in bigness. I judge they had seventeen three-deck 
ships, and we had but seven. The battle began on 
Sunday, the 13th, soon after ten in the morning, and 
in the centre and rear of the fleet it continued till 
night parted. In the van of the fleet, where I com- 
manded, and led with Sir John Leake, we, having the 
weather-gage, had an opportunity of coming as near 
as we pleased, which was within pistol-shot, before 
firing a gun ; through which means and God's assist- 
ance the enemy declined us, and were upon the rim in 
less than four hours, by which time we had too little 
wind, so that their galleys towed off their lame ships 
and others as they pleased ; for the Admirals of the 
White and Blue, with whom we fought, had seven 
galleys attending upon them. 

" As soon as the enemy got out of reach of our 
guns, the battle continuing pretty hot astern, and 
some of our ships in the Admiral's squadron towing 
out of the line, which I understood afterwards was 
for want of shot, I ordered all the ships of my 
division to slack all their sails, to close the line in 
the centre. This working had that good effect that 
several of the enemy's ships astern, which had kept 
their line, having their top-sails and fore-sails set, 
shot up abreast of us; but they were so warmly 
received before they got abroadsido that, with their 
boats ahead, and their sprit-sails set, they towed from 
us without giving us the opportunity of firing at 
them. The ships of my squadron escaped pretty well, 
and I the best of all, though I never took greater 
pains in all my life to be soundly beaten, for I set all 
my sails and rowed with three boats ahead to get 
alongside with the Admiral of the White and Blue ; 
but he, outsailing me, shunned fighting, and lay along- 
side of the little ships. Notwithstanding, the engage- 
ment was very sharp, and, I think, the like between 
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that the Admiral carried out, sailing on the 13th 1706. 
August. So soon, however, as they got to sea, Shovel 
discovered that the Marquis was a mere adventurer, 
and had the most slender qualifications for success in 
such an enterprise : therefore, it was resolved not to 
attempt even an alarm on the shores of France, hut, in 
the execution of their ultimate destination, to proceed 
to Lisbon. 

Here he arrived on the 3rd November, and the 
Admiral and General were received very graciously by 
the King, who resided in the country under grievous 
bodily infirmity, of which in a few weeks he died. 
It happened just at the time that some ships of the Sir 
fleet proceeding outwards on a cruise did not receive «J 0U ^?^ 
the customary salute from the Castle of Belem ; on Lisbon, 
which the Admiral had an audience of the new King, ^J 1 ? 1 , 
when, to his surprise, he was received with marked by the new 
indignity. On this Sir Cloudesley, suspecting some King, 
change of policy, demanded an explanation, and, on re- emSaSa^- "* 
ceiving only a frivolous excuse, he gave the Portuguese tion. 
Secretary of State to understand that if the British 
flag should be again insulted he should take immediate 
satisfaction from the mouth of his cannon. Nothing, 
however, further occurred in this matter: the fleet 
quitted Lisbon, on the 2nd January, 1707, when the 1707. 
expedition proceeded to Alicant, where lay the British 
army under Lords Peterborough and Galway, and 
General Stanhope. 

In the month of June following, an attack was Shovel 

concerted against Toulon by the English and Dutch ^fl^ 

fleets, under Shovel, with the confederate army, a t the 

under the command of the Duke of Savoy and combined 

attack of 
Prince Eugene. The expedition was seeretly con- fa e ai^ 

centrated in the roads of Nice, where, on the on Toulon. 
11th July, the Generals and Ministers were enter- 
tained on board the " Association," the flag-ship of Sir 

repute in his day, had been better known as a great rake, and was 
the father of Savage, the poet, by the Countess of Macclesfield. 
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1707. Cloudesley Shovel, and the same day the Imperial 
~" army passed the Var, to the astonishment of the 
pcrialists French. Six hundred sailors and marines were forthwith 
pass the embarked in boats to flank the advance, and, being 
rowed to within musket-shot of the enemy's batteries 
which were deemed inaccessible, they were led forward 
sword in hand under our Admiral ; the Duke of Savoy, 
taking advantage of the enemy's consternation, now 
passed the river without further opposition, and, on the 
14th August, crowned the eminences that surrounded 
Toulon. The weather and the state of the sea did not 
admit of much co-operation from the fleet ; neverthe- 
less, the fortress that defended the Mole was attacked 
by it and reduced, when a bombardment ensued. But 
Louis XIV., as soon as he had discovered the object of 
the expedition, was exceedingly alarmed at this attempt 
upon his -arsenal, and resolved to leave no stone un- 
turned for the protection of the town and harbour. 
Defeat and The important port of St. Catherine, held by the gal- 
^ | eat |j? f lant young Prince of Saxe-Gotha, had been attacked 
of Saxe- with vigour, but not being supported, His Highness was 
Gotha. driven out of the place and killed, and the garrison cut 
to pieces. A great number of houses were destroyed by 
the bombardment ; which also burned or rendered un- 
serviceable eight men-of-war, and blew up several 
magazines. Had the Imperialists acted with corre- 
sponding energy from the land side the expedition 
would have had success, but the Duke of Savoy pro- 
crastinated to such a degree as gave rise to an imputa- 
tion that, he was not sincere ; and the operations were 
retarded by a difference between him and his illustrious 
kinsman Prince Eugene ; so that in the end Marshal 
de Tesse* arrived to the succour of the port with 
twenty battalions, when the Imperialist army was com- 
The allies peUed to abandon the enterprise, and, having, on 
abandon the 18th, embarked all the heavy artillery and the 
hospital on board the fleet, the Duke did not wait to 
receive even an insult from the enemy, but ordered 



the enter- 
prise 



BEITISH ADMIRAL. 605 

his army to decamp in the night. Old Sir Cloudesley — 1707. 
sufficiently disgusted (for he had confidently calculated 
upon capturing the forty sail of the line which he Cloudesley 
blockaded in the harbour with his ships) — had no mind Shovel 
to quit his post without a parting blessing, and, there- ^ e town 
fore, leaving the soldiers to go where they pleased, he and port, 
opened a tremendous fire on the town and port, which fl^ fferg 
did so much mischief, that he had the satisfaction severely 
of seeing eight of the enemy's capital ships burnt and from , 
destroyed. They were all splendid vessels, varying fire, 
from 90 to 52 guns a-piece; but the enemy at 
length got some guns and mortars to bear upon the 
fleet, which was so shattered by the shot that the 
ships were glad to get away ; and, after having landed 
the guns and hospital at the mouth of the Var, and 
left eighteen sail of the line to watch the coast 
under Sir Thomas Dilkes, Sir Cloudesley set sail for 
England with the remainder. He entered, into sound- 
ings on the 22nd October, and had ninety-fathom water, 
but the gallant Sir Cloudesley Shovel was never again 
heard of. The flag-ship " Association," 90, with two Sir 
other ships of war, the "Eagle" and "Komney," stood 9^1^ 
on their different courses, and, it is supposed, they all is wrecked 
thus mistook the lights in the islands of Scilly and 2 11 .? 16 
struck on the rocks called the " Bishop and his islands. 
Clerks;" but, as all on board perished, the accident 
has never been accounted for. 

The next morning the body of the fine old Admiral The body 
was found among the rocks of St. Mary by some cioudeslev 
fishermen. The story is that Sir Cloudesley had on his Shovel is 
finger a valuable emerald ring, and, after that the body discovered 
was stripped and plundered, it was again buried in the me n. 
sand ; but some of the fellows gave information of the 
ring, which induced an inquiry, and the body was 
exhumed, and carried into Plymouth on board the 
" Salisbury." The Queen ordered it to be immediately 
brought to London ; and, after lying in state for some 
days, the gallant old Admiral was consigned to the 

VOL. III. e r 
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17()7. < J us! with great funereal pomp, and at the national 

~~ expense, in Wcstiuiiifttcr Abbey, where a eerily monu- 

nMiiuiiih itru iiH'nt O'Ul, it miiht lie confessed, the moat tasteless) 

liurittil iii WilH riveted to his memory by Her Majesty's direction. 

^['\V^t- l >s ' r Cloudehley was ut the time of his death Kear- 

uiiii.ui- Admiral of K upland, Commander-in-Chief of Her 

A *" Majenl y's fleets, and one of the Council of Admiralty 

to IVineu tlcorge of J)cnmark. He married the 

da lighter of lii« early friend and patron, Hir John 

Nar borough, by whom he left two daughters, hut 

hoth Iijk step-sons perished with the Admiral ; hut 

Lady Uomncy left children, and ho it is believed did 

Lady d'Aeth, both of which families are descended 

fii iiu this redoubtable warrior. 

Hi" Sir Cloudeisley Shovel was one of the greatest ica 

'unite r. (i l)lllUlli]ii U. rH a f |,j H owll or miy other age, nor indued 

ha* tli in island produced a greater in public or private 
lib- of u ud au n ted courage and resolution, of wonderful 
prinein-e of mi ud in the hottest engagements, and 
of consummate skill and experience; but, more than 
all, he was a juht, generous, honest, and good man — 
who wan the artificer of his own fortune, and advanced 
by personal merit alone, for he from the lowest 
beginnings raised himself to the most considerable 
professional eminence. He discharged eyery public 
employment with ability, honour, and integrity. In 
private life lie was eminent for his generosity and 
Iran knehh ; and hi; conducted himself throughout a 
life, which was thus prematurely closed at the age of 
fifty -eight, with so much tenderness, affection, and 
1 1 -gu r<l to wan Is every one who was in any way eon- 
n»-<:t<d with him in life, that, as no man lived 
more beloved in life, so no man died more truly 
liiiiM-ntcd '. 

1 Li v in of tins Afluiirula; liritUli Naval Ilingrapliy; CYudmtn; 
Itiijiiu'e History, Ac. j Lifts uml Oloriotii AfitiuuH of Hlr C, Mhovtsl : 
trillion, 17otii Lcdiunt's Nuvul History of Eitghuul. 
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Bom 1650. Died 1709. 



This distinguished warrior was the eldest son of Sir 1650. 
William Kooke, Knight, of St. Lawrence Priory, near R . w T~ f 
Canterbury, where he was born 1650. He showed Rooke. 
much early aptitude for education, and early evinced 
such evidence of capacity and good judgment, that his 
father was disposed, by a suitable education, to qualify 
him for one of the learned professions, but the inclina- 
tion of the youth for a naval life was too persistent to 
be overcome, and, yielding to his entreaties, his father 
allowed him to make a voyage at sea as a volunteer 
to test the strength of his attachment for it ; and 
he never swerved from his boyish fancies, but by his becomes 
own merit attained to the rank of Post-Captain at a Post- 
the age of thirty. Nothing is known of the steps the sure of 
that led to this advancement, but the command of thirty. 

E r 2 
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1680. ships of war was not at this period ordinarily bestowed 
on men so young. 

After James, Duke of York, was placed at the 
head of the Admiralty, he was named to the " Dept- 
ford," a fourth-rate, of which vessel he was in com- 
mand at the time of the Revolution. He appears to 
have supported the government of King William with 
1680. much zca l> since he was sent, in 16S9, as Commodore 
Rookc sails with some ships to watch the Irish coast, and sailed 
reWtsfot direct to the relief of Londonderry, then besieged' by 
London- the fugitive King. He afterwards assisted in con- 
dory, veying the troops under the Duke of Schomberg, and 
in the action for the reduction of Carrickfergus. In 

1690. 1690, he was appointed I tear- Admiral, and was present 
with the red squadron under Herbert, Earl of Torring- 
ton, in the engagement with the French fleet, under 

1691. I>e Tourville, off Jieachy Head. In 1691 he had 
the honour of conveying King William to Holland, 
when he went to assume the command of the 
Dutch army in Flanders, and had likewise a similar 
honour the following year, when he was named Vice- 
Admiral, and, in command of the blue squadron, 
gathered his full share of laurels at the successful 
battle of La llogue, under Russell, Earl of Orford. 
After the French Admiral had been driven under the 
shore-batteries, where many of his ships grounded, 

Kookc'H Vice- Admiral Kooke, with his blue squadron of twenty 

em'nent Ba ^» am * accompanied by many fire-ships, stood in 

bravfrry ut after the enemy, and, shifting his flag to the " Eagle," 

la. llogue. 80 fj fj rc t f our three-deckers and three third-rates, 

which were burned to the water's edge, under a terrible 

fire from the Irish camp and the batteries on shore* 

Then, rebooting his flag on board the " Neptune/ 9 he 

came again to his Admiral's orders, having experienced 

no greater Iohs than ten men in this distinguished 

service. For this exploit he was rewarded with an 

Ho is annual pension of 1000/., and receive^ the honour of 

knighted, knighthood. 
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In 1693 Sir George, in command of the red squadron 1993. 
of twenty- three ships of war, was sent to convoy the «. .7" 
Smyrna fleet from the Mediterranean through theRooke 
Straits. The French Admiral de Tourville had assem- *P ff *** ffi 
bled a very powerful fleet, with which he lay in ambush, the Smyrna 
for their interception in Lagos Bay, a design which fleet, 
that eminent warrior had managed with great secrecy *****_, 
and prudence. Rooke was sailing proudly along, Jy5e> 
baring 400 richly freighted merchantmen, English, Tourrille. 
Dutch, Danish, Swedish, and German, in charge, when, 
on the 17th June at daybreak, his scouts signalled a 
French fleet of eighty sail. Under this surprise a French 
fire-ship was permitted to fall into his hands for the 
purpose of deceiving him, the Captain of which assured 
him that the enemy had no more than fifteen saiL 

With great craft the leading French ships were seen 
stretching out from land, towing, with their boats 
ahead, as if endeavouring to escape from the English. 
Sir George accordingly was induced to lead for an 
attack, but about noon he plainly perceived the 
strength of the French fleet, and signalled the Dutch 
Admiral, who served under his orders, to come on board 
•his flag-ship, to confer with him under the circum- 
stances. It is spoken of as highly evincing Booke's 
good judgment that, although it might have admitted 
of question whether at a moment of so much immi- 
nence it had not been safer to push forward and 
engage, yet he at once resolved to signal to the entire 
convoy to disperse and seek shelter where they might. 
The smaller ships were advised to run along shore 
where there was shallow water, so as to endeavour 
to attain Faro, St. Lucar, or Cadiz, while Sir George 
and the Dutch Admiral, with such merchantmen as De 
chose to follow them, stood away under easy sail for Toanr >D« 
Madeira. De Tourville immediately pursued, and ninety of 
about evening came up into the midst of the British the convoy, 
fleet. About ninety of the convoy were taken or -t u lto 
destroyed, after a more or less obstinate resistance, 
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1693. but the greater portion of tho Smyrna merchantmen, 
"" which fortune seemed to have given into the hands 
of the French, were preserved by their own boldness 
and address. Fortunately for Kookc a steady gale 
sprung up at north-west, so that on tho morning of 
the 27th the line-of-battle ships were well on their way, 
which prevented the Count d'Estrtta or Do Forbin, who 
were sent with two squadrons after them, to come up 
with them. From the Madeiras Sir Georgo directed his 
course towards Cork, but, M. de Coetlegon coining up 
across their course with another French squadron they 
engaged, when an English ship of war was set on fire, 
and about t went v-nine more of the merchantmen were 
Kookc secured as prizes. The Admiral, however, safely reached 

Kii"laml t0 *' n £ la,ul on tn0 ^ August, where he was very 
Aug. 3. favourably received, and he suffered nothing in his 
reputation from the disaster, for the merchants con- 
sidered that an immense bootv had been saved from 
the enemy by the superior skill which Sir George 
Kooke had evinced for their escape. 
» 1007. In 1097 Sir George was elected Member of Parlia- 
« r ( J* Hirff0 ment for Portsmouth, and be now becamo a political 
enters Par- character, but in this new calling bis free and inde- 
liamont, pendent spirit did not recommend him to ministerial 
made a favour. He had been made a Lord of the Admiralty 
Lonlof tho immediately after his return, but an unworthy party 
Admiralty. attomi)i w % aa afterwards made by Lord Orford to 

ruin him in King William's esteem, and to get 
him removed from the Admiralty Hoard. Macaulay 
describes the quarrel, which he attributes wholly to 
" the haughty and perverse nature that would lie con- 
tent with nothing but absolute dominion " in Russell, 
who, in fact-, eventually resigned because His Majesty 
answered, plainly, " 1 will never displace Sir George 
Kooke, for he has served me faithfully at sea, and 
1 will not regard his acting in tho House of Commons 
as he thinks best for the service of his country ;" 
an answer that was worthy of this great Prince, who 
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thus showed his zeal for the liberty of Parliament; 1697. 
and to this day it is established that officers of the 
Navy and Army are rarely disturbed for their votes 
in either House of Parliament. 

In 1700 a fleet under Sir George sailed to the Baltic. 1700. 
A war had been lighted up in the North, where ^f^ 
the Kings of Denmark and Poland, and the Elector to the 
of Brandenburg, confederated to destroy the young J^*?*? 1 * 
Swedish King Charles XII. Booke, with thirty Copen- 
English and Dutch ships, was joined in the Sound by hagen. 
the Swedish fleet, and forthwith bombarded Copen- 
hagen, but without very serious effect. King William, 
like all good soldiers, disapproved of bombardments, and 
was indisposed to proceed to such extremities against 
Denmark. His Majesty accordingly directed Sir 
George to be informed that he was not to carry out 
hostilities, but to offer his mediation ; and a treaty was 
concluded between these belligerents about the middle 
of August, principally effected by the firmness and reso- 
lution of Booke, who had to restrain the fighting dis- 
position of the young Swedish King as well as the 
hostility of his oppressors. " Sir," said Sir George Charles 
Rooke to Charles XII., " I was sent hither, to assist ? |\f 
your Majesty, but not to ruin the King of Denmark." and Sir 
The States-General publicly thanked their Stadtholder G - Booke - 
for having trusted this matter to so prudent and able a * 

Commander as the British Admiral. 

In 1701 he voted for Mr. Harley to be Speaker of 1701. 
the House of Commons, in opposition to the Court, Sir George 
which made the Whig party his enemy, so that, al- opp()se8 the 
though on the accession of Queen Anne, Sir George Whig 
was constituted Vice- Admiral and Lieutenant of the ^ aTt ^' 
fleets and seas of the kingdom, he was a marked man 
with the Whig party, which at the time laid him aside 
by proposing Sir Cloudesley Shovel to higher favour. 
Prince George, however, when Lord High Admiral, 
immediately recalled him into active employment upon 
the rupture with France, and he hoisted the union flag 
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1702. or. the " 1,'oyal Sovereign," 1 10, on the 10th of Juno, 
L1 . ,, and put to sea. with a fleet of 30 Hritish and 20 Dutch 

Sir iiifiri^' t 

)l<*, kr wdl of tin; line, and with an armament of l'J.CKK) 

«inU to KoI'lifi'A on board, to support the cause of the Archduke 

'•niiiiiii'fiiH f-harlcs in Spain, against the claim of l*hilip of Hour- 

riwii/. iimi lion. On the 12th August Uooke anchored l>eforo 

uiji.uin (*;ir|iy and snirirrif mi ;fl the Governor to surrender, which 

of St.. being refused, the Marrpiis of Ormond was landed with 

( nf lifTiiw jj |f . | rno ., s ; IIM j ,„;„!,. liiiiiHclf master of the fort* of 

HUM St . f ' ... 

Mnrv. ^- f'athrriiii' and St. Mary; hut, the question lifting 

raised (A' bombarding the city, it was deemed impolitic 

to 'ilienafc the affections of ho important a plaoe from 

King (Miarlcs, and the troops were re-emharked on the 

112th September, rn in/'rr/tl. Poor Spain has never, 

however, been under any hoMtilify with the Knglish 

hut her wealth tempted her enemy to rohhery and 

J >him !■<'<■ f'u I plunder. The soldiers brought with them on Ixmrd the 

nipiifit.y ol s hj. )M ., m ost discreditable amount of Htolen property; in 

mimI iiicn wi/mg which the general officers net a very disgraceful 

in lwii.li example, which the ( 'ommandcr-in-Ohicf ()rmond did 

nothing fn restrain '; and 1 fear that the sister-service 

proved themselves to he no whit, behind the military 

in thi.-i quality. 
Fiirt lid I took e, well aware that such a place aH Cadiz could 

fipfi'iii-i'iii-i |,y no means he taken hy a rovp-tto-main, followed out 

MICflllllt. . '. .. I 1 1 1 

(•,,,11, his liirther instructions, and prepared a squadron to 

nliiiti'loiicd. r;nry nut some of the. t roopH to the Went Indie*, and 
intended to carry home the rent of the fleet; hut, 
being uud'T the necessity of renewing its water, he 
carried his licet, off the coast of Algarvc, and sent in 
three or (our of his ships to obtain a supply of 

1 Tindiil iH»iti-4 lluit. Sir llcnry FMIn««i» nnd Sir Dinrlcft 
O' I l)n n wt'Vi \ t y lh r Miijfwt v'h ordrr** put under nrrcnt. for lmving, 
1», tlnir i <>iin|i|i', promoted nnd ciMonrn^cd Hie plundering of 
pMit SI. M.n v. mid I Ik- fVirnif-r win found guilty mill dwniimcd 
t.lir ■si'iv'ut. A |ii("-l. mint ion win nl«co 'untied for Mm d'mroWTV 
mid rrinvny of \rwnU, pbite, nnd other effect*, plundered or 
cinln-//l<d from Mm- jnillroii.s nt Vitfo; but thin proclniriatlOU 
tmd little Mr iid Hl'crt.. 
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that element in Lagos Bay. It happened, however, 1702. 
that Captain Hardy of the "Pembroke," and Mr. ~" 
Beavoir, his Chaplain, heard, on landing, that a mes- 
senger had come in with important despatches for the 
Admiral from Mr. Methuen, the British Ambassador 
at Lisbon, communicating that the Spanish galleons, 
twenty-two in number, from the West Indies, laden with 
an immense treasure, had put into harbour at Vigo, under 
convoy of a French fleet of thirty men-of-war under 
Chateau- Regnaud. Immediate measures were conse- Sir George 
quently adopted to apprise the Admiral of this intelli- Book* 
gence, who, on the 6th October, turned the head of the to attack 

fleet in the direction of Galicia, intent on making the the French 

. fleet at 

attempt to destroy the entire armament at anchor in the vigo. 

bay. He knew that the entrance was narrow and of good 
defence, but it was reported that the lines had been neg- 
lected, and that the militia had been withdrawn out of 
them. The British fleet came to anchor before the 
harbour of Vigo on the 10th October, almost unper- 
ceived by the enemy, in consequence of the state of the 
weather. The Admiral did not lose a moment in test- 
ing the truth of the reports he had received of the 
defences, and ascertained that the fleet was all moored 
within the estuary, which the mouth of a river widened. 
A boom, constructed of masts and yards with cables and 
chains, had been stretched across the entrance, which 
was defended by an unfinished castle and an ungar- 
nished fort, and moored at each end to a seventy- 
gun-ship. Within the boom five ships of war were 
anchored, with their broadsides towards the sea, to 
defend the entrance of the harbour. There not being 
water enough to admit the first- rates, Sir George shifted 
his flag into the " Somerset," a third-rate, and the other 
Admirals followed his example. The Duke of Ormond 
landed with the troops, 2500 in number, to make a diver- j^e land 
sion, and, as Kooke apprehended that the whole fleet force* 
might not find a berth within the harbour, fifteen rjj^f f 
English and ten Dutch, with all the fire-ships and bomb- Ormond 
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I7W. v^QBrlq, worn mirlmrnd dy Mmir H»f»|»rrt.i vt» Adfnirftl* nff 
,, h , M1 ,l Ml Hii» liiirliiitir Tin' lutiil I'urrnji, wild iniirh gnll&nl.ry Rfi#l 
tiHili>iin« nih m «*. qihih iimwI" Mmnmnlvi'R iriwdnrf* of A-1! Mm dull 
inn nidi 11 j,.,;,.^ mi., wliiih Uiny Idiij/hf. ilifiir wny nword in d»wl, 

iiml H5 ei inn ||4 (.In* llrilicli KtiQltrfi WHR UPMl to fly fr'nn 
Mm ln)» ill' Mm i«»q|.|i» t Mm Idwd. oiiinidn, Ind dy AflniirfiJ 

ll"|>eiili. ifl Min " Tf »l'l*ll y ," Hfl'l I'HFTyillJf ft |>rn*» of Mil, 

'flu* lifMim Imm iifrlil. ii(fiiinn|. Mip Iimmoi wiMi PiM'li wdlwdnd fniw 
>«•;... «i. ,.!,„,. ,, . i,,,,^, „|. f.| Ifl Drpl. Hliofk.niMl. iiof.wif.lmiiififlfnK 

iiml tin 

ilni-i i.iiir.i II' 11 |m*i'I«k' ,, 'is lit" i»ti nvnry ni<1o MR|iwinlly from IV 

tiin ii.ii j IVM «r. v ,i|,||„ Qf " | |f i | if »f : f-| »« •! i himI " 1/ Kfapi'mnfff " — 

Mm |inacsij/n I'm- Min wll'ilo criiiiliitifvl forw wft« upwlilj 

nll'iM !.ml Tin* "Tnrli^y " wmh Rnvnrnly *dftf.fnrnd, nn<1 

ivuildl dnvn limn liiitiifwl |iy H lll'O slllli dill- for Mm llfl- 

i -iiiiiiiinii iMMiltnfia nf linr nflmniq mid i»rnw. Tim niminj 
ili -I 'him l«--f I llnmcrlvrq wild tfinid. dmvnry n-tiffl rnwiliiMnn, 
Iml. n4 cnnii n q ( 'dftl-nmi Wi^mmihI rimv Mm dooiri drnkwi, 
iiml Min m«Mii iiinlrr Mm niimny'n Hug, wiMi Mmir II w+ 
rnndy I" lull in hiiimiii/rI. hin nliipR, |m nrdwrol Min llflfcj- 
r)i)|i In dn «n|. no Hin, wliirli ntmii|»1n WflR frdlowwl dy 
iiuinv "I liia 1 \i|iliiiiiH. wt Mi»|. Mmrn whr noon n widn- 
cpMiiil iui'1 I'imhIhI loiillii^rHMnti nf Mm ntiMrn Krnwli 
lint 
()iii.iMn*:i>4 Ifnnkii urn! nil dip nlnVwn r*«i«rff«f1 MminRfdynA wild 
t mil li ililijmni n In rlmrk Mm prnirrnRfl of Ml* 1 f)m. Iml- 

ii|m*iii y in • i ^ * 

clii]M •mil lilliw.n iiimii id' wiir mill nit orRnynn ^nld'OfiR wnrn niilinr 
dm ill. in cniili Hit frnllcrifiq wnrn, downynr, nwiirwl dy 
Mm Kmrli-jli, iiml Hvn dy Mm I >nfnh . no Mih(> Mm dfiof y 
I'lipliiH i| iv ii« imiimnan Ar io Min ftfriofinf., it. in vi»ry 
id (lii nil. In d 11111 n aiit-iRhirlnt-Y i»«l illlilf-n. |f< W«R Rftid Mlftt 

Mm ir ; il|iMiiia lmr| dinii[rdl. in Mmin fwntify million* of 
piiiiiq nl' i>)frli| ( Imqidiiq nMmr rirli (WiinifiOfliMnfi in flin 
ivny nl" up if li'iinli/M Tdi» Mimiiiy urn MifMitjdl. f.o Imvn 
1 1 up.- ••! mil. iii Mm cliij.q ti jrr nn I. limit of Mmir VHdntdlfl 
• -in .fin ^, iiml in nr li hiic ciink nr Imriii in Mm Aid-ion. 'Plin 
liiihiinf MmiiiiihI «iMi Mm iiriny. Imvin^ ffinndmfl inUnd 
In l.'uiliitiiliilii, {rni. |Miqqiiqqiiiii Mmm of ft jfn'fjl. dnftl of 
j. lull- diliititfiti^r in Min Krnin d ofld>nri>i. Not uliotfl two 
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millions of silver, and the value of five millions in 1702. 
goods, were thought to have been brought away by 
the English and Dutch. What made this victory the 
more considerable was, that it was gained with incon- 
siderable loss of life, there not having been fifty lands- 
men killed and wounded, and very few seamen. Indeed 
the French seamen and soldiers for the most part 
escaped, because the confederates had no cavalry with 
which to pursue them. 

On the following day Sir Cloudesley Shovel, with a 
fleet of twenty-nine sail, joined Sir George Rooke's 
fleet, when, after some consultation, it was determined 
by the Admiral that his own fleet should proceed home, 
leaving Sir Cloudesley at Vigo to endeavour to raise 
the sunken galleons and men-of-war, and to bring them 
to England after him. Sir George arrived in the Sir George 
Downs in the first days of November, and Sir Cloudes- ^y^ jn 
ley on the 17th, when the Duke of Ormond's troops England, 
were disembarked and marched to Canterbury, and 
thence to London, where they were received with 
great marks of favour by the Queen, and with loud 
acclamations by the people. The thanks of both Thanks of 
Houses were cheerfully voted to both services and to Q^^ui 
their leaders, and the Speaker (Harley) complimented and Sir 
Sir George Rooke in his place in the House in these Kooke « 
just and elegant terms : — 

" In former times Admirals and Generals have had Speech 
success against France and Spain separately, but this gp^^ 
action at Vigo hath been a victory over both con- (Harley). 
federated together. You have not only spoiled the 
enemy, but you have enriched your own country ; 
common victories bring terror to the conquered, but 
you brought destruction upon them and additional 
strength to England. France had endeavoured to 
support its ambition by the riches of India, but your 
success, Sir, hath only left them the burthen of Spain, 
and stripped them of their assistance of it. The 
wealth of Spain and the ships of France are, by this 
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1702. victory, brought over to our juster cause. This is an 
~~ action so glorious in the performance, and so extensive 
in its consequences, that as all times will preserve the 
memory of it, so every day will inform us of the benefit." 
To which Sir George Kooke replied : — 
Itoply of " I am extremely sensible of this great honour, and 
£ r L 1 ? 01 ^ 8na N take all the care I can to preserve it to my 
grave, and convey it to my posterity, without spot 
or blemish, by a constant affection and zealous per- 
severance in the Queen's service. Sir, no man hath 
the command of fortune, but every man hath virtue at 
his will ; and though I may not always be successful 
in my country's service as upon this expedition, yet I 
may presume to assure you, I shall never be the more 
faulty." 
Sir George The Admiral had the honour of being raised to the 
ltooko dignity of a Privy Councillor, but it does not appear 
Privy that ho had any other benefit ; though ho had, like 

Councilor. mos t great men, the envy of his contemporaries, among 
OmioiKi. whom it is sad to find the Marquis of Ormond, who 
ltoHolution succeeded in raising a prejudice against his gallant col- 
IIouho of h»aguo i 11 the House of Lords ; but, nevertheless, a 
Lords. resolution being put to their lordships, was carried 
to this eil'ect : " That Sir George Kooko had done 
his duty pursuant to the Councils of War, like a brave 
officer, to the honour of the British nation." 
170-1*. -Karly in the year 1704) our Admiral sailed from 
Sir Uoorgc Spithcad, in command of a numerous fleet, to convoy to 
n.ml!!L «iw. Lisbon the Archduke Charles of Austria, who had been 

\ OIIVO\ S I 111. 

Arcluiuko acknowledged by Great Britain and her allies as the 
Charles to netful King of Spain. He was received on board the 
flag-ship with all the honours, but in consequence of a 
continuance of stormy weather, the Sovereign designate 
did not reach Lisbon till nearly six weeks after his depar- 
ture from St. Helen's, and ho landed in tho Tagus on 
2ttrd February, where he was received with all outward 
Incident demonstrations of joy and welcome. Previously, how- 
at LUbon. ever, to the King's lauding a question arose on a 
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punctilio very much and very properly considered in 1704. 
the Navy. The Portuguese desired that, on the King's 
coming on hoard the British flag-ship and striking his 
standard out of compliment to that of England, the 
Admiral's flag should he struck and remain lowered 
while the Portuguese royal standard flew on hoard, 
and they induced the King of Spain to make this 
proposal to Sir George Rooke; but the Admiral 
replied that His Majesty, as long as he continued on 
board, might command the flag to be struck when he 
pleased, but that, as soon as he had quitted the 
ship, the British Admiral was under the necessity of 
executing his Sovereign's commission, which must 
always be executed under the national flag. This and 
some other reasons satisfied both Kings, so that the 
flag of England continued to fly while the royal 
standard was hoisted. 

Sir George sailed from Lisbon through the Straits, 
considering that he was strong enough to oppose 
the French squadron from Toulon, which he heard 
was out of port in the Mediterranean. The Prince of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, who had met King Charles at Lisbon, 
had assured His Majesty that there was a strong- party 
in Barcelona, and among the inhabitants along the east 
coast of Spain, ready to declare for him when his flag 
should be seen, and Sir George accordingly sailed on 
with a view to make a demonstration before that 
fortress ; but, soon after he quitted Lisbon, Mr. Me- 
thuen, the British Ambassador, having learned that 
the French squadron from Brest had been seen to pass 
the Tagus, was desirous that this important fact 
should be communicated to the British Admiral, and 
prevailed on a Captain of a man-of-war, who was left 
in port, to seek to carry the information to him. The 
Captain, knowing how stiff the Admiral always was on 
matters of order and discipline, represented that he 
dare not depart without sailing orders. Nevertheless 
he yielded to the necessity of the case, and got safely 
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1704. by the enemy's fleet, and brought the important 

T advertisement to Sir George, who simulated his dig- 

Itookc pleasure by the remark, "that on this occasion he 

a rigid di»- could pass by his not observing instructions, but that, 

cip marian. ^ r ^ future, he would find that the safest course 

was always to obey orders.' ' 

On reaching Barcelona the King discovered that 

ho had been misinformed as to the disposition of 

the Spanish people in the province of Catalonia, 

and Sir George represented that, although there was 

certainly a favourable disposition in many towards 

the Austrian cause, yet in reality it was not so 

unequivocal as to justify an attack on the place. 

Sir George Nevertheless, at the urgent solicitation of His Ma- 

Rooke jesty, the troops were landed, on the 19th May, 

Barcelona to the number of 2000 men, under the Prince of 

but witli- Hesse-Darmstadt, and a bombardment opened upon the 

heViillT ' * )0C * y °^ * nc pl aco J ou ^> as ft produced no effect, and 
to Nice. there was no evidence of ardour or attachment to the 
royal cause, the troops were re-embarked, and Sir 
George carried away the fleet to fulfil other orders he 
had received from the Queen to carry relief to Nice 
and Villa Franca, places threatened with a siege from 
the Duke do Vend6me. As the fleet sailed they came 
across the French squadron sailing from Brest to 
Toulon, though the Admiral gave no impediment 
to its passage, by a happy accident, the presence 
of the British licet preserved from capture a rich convoy 
of merchantmen from Scanderoon and Aleppo, under 
three or four frigates passing at the time, from falling 
into their hands. 

The English Ministry having heard from^Methuen 

the mission of the Brest fleet into the Mediterranean, 

and fearing that Sir George ltooke might not be 

strong enough to resist the union of the fleets of 

Sir George Toulon and Brest in the Mediterranean, despatched a 

beintfrc- squadron of ships, under Sir Cloudesley Shovel, to 

informl reinforce the British fleet, who fell in with and joined 
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the Admiral off Tetuan. Sir George Rooke now felt 1704. 

strong enough for any work, and knowing that both JT" 

French fleets were now certainly distant, and learning resolves 

likewise that the important fortress of Gibraltar was to . attack 

slenderly provided with a garrison, a Council of War 

was called on board the flag-ship, on the 17th July, at 

which the Prince of Hesse-Darmstadt and Sir Cloudes- 

ley Shovel assisted, who, after weighing the defect of 

orders from home, and, the difficulty and hazard of 

the enterprise, resolved to make the attack. 

On the 21st Sir George Rooke carried his fleet into The 

the bay, and summoned the Governor, the Marquis de GoireniOP ** 

. summoned, 

Salines. On his refusal a cannonade was opened upon July 21. 

the fortress, under which, in order to cut off all com- 
munication between the country and the rock, the 
Prince of Hesse-Darmstadt was landed, with all the 
troops, upon the isthmus, where he took post, while Rear- 
Admirals Byng and Vanderdussen moored their squa- 
drons to act against the garrison. In five or six hours 
the Admiral saw that the enemy had abandoned the new 
Mole-head, and he immediately ordered all the boats of 
the fleet to be manned and armed, under Captain 
Whitaker, who received the conduct of this glorious Gallant 
enterprise, which was to secure the great platform. a ™J*J? uc " 
Captain Hicks and Captain Jumper of the Navy pushed attack of 
their pinnaces to land and were the first on shore ; Captain 
but the Spaniards exploded a mine by which two 
Lieutenants and forty seamen were killed, and sixty 
seamen wounded. Notwithstanding, Whitaker reso- 
lutely held his ground, and receiving reinforcements 
next day, a small bastion, half-way between the Mole 
and the town, was carried sword in hand. Sir George Surrender 
upon this success proposed terms of capitulation to the qLJZ-jj- 
Governor, who thought it prudent to accept them : July 24. 
and, on the 24th, the gates of Gibraltar were opened to 
the Prince of Hesse, who was constituted Governor in the 
name, and for the use, of King Charles III. of Spain. 
It was said that the capture was aided by the following 
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1693. but the greater portion of the Smyrna merchantmen, 
~~ which fortune seemed to have given into the hands 
of the French, were preserved by their own boldness 
and address. Fortunately for Rooke a steady gale 
sprung up at north-west, so that on the morning of 
the 27th the line-of-battle ships were well on their way, 
which prevented the Count d'Estrees or De Forbin, who 
were sent with two squadrons after them, to come np 
with them. From the Madeiras Sir George directed his 
course towards Cork, but, M. de Coetlegon coming np 
across their course with another French squadron they 
engaged, when an English ship of war was set on fire, 
and about twentv-nine more of the merchantmen were 
secured as prizes. The Admiral, however, safely reached 
England on the 3rd August, where he was very 
favourably received, and he suffered nothing in his 
reputation from the disaster, for the merchants con- 
sidered that an immense booty had been saved from 
the enemy by the superior skill which Sir George 
Rooke had evinced for their escape. 
. 1697. In 1697 Sir George was elected Member of Parlia- 
Wr George men t f or Portsmouth, and he now became a political 
enters Par- character, but in this new calling his free and inde- 
liament, pendent spirit did not recommend him to ministerial 

And is 

mjwle a favour. He had been made a Lord of the Admiralty 
Lord of the immediately after his return, but an unworthy party 
Admiralty. attempt was afterwards made by Lord Orford to 

ruin him in King William's esteem, and to get 
him removed from the Admiralty Board. Macaulay 
describes the quarrel, which he attributes wholly to 
" the haughty and perverse nature that would be con- 
tent with nothing but absolute dominion " in Russell, 
who, in fact, eventually resigned because His Majesty 
answered, plainly, " I will never displace Sir George 
Kooke, for lie has served me faithfully at sea, and 
I will not regard his acting in the House of Commons 
as he thinks best for the service of his country ;" 
an answer that was worthy of this great Prince, who 
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thus showed his zeal for the liberty of Parliament; 1697. 
and to thifi day it in established that officers of the ~" 
Navy and Anny are rarely disturbed for their votes 
in either House of Parliament. 

In 1 700 a fleet under Sir George nailed to the Baltic. 1700. 
A war had been lighted up in the North, where ifcfaVSL 
the Kings of Denmark and Poland, and the Elector to the 
of J J ran den burg, confederated to destroy the young J^ij^J?** 
Swedish King Char! en All. Kooke, with thirty Open- 
English and Dutch ships, was joined in the Sound by bagen* 
the Swedish fleet, and forthwith bombarded Copen- 
hagen, but without very serious effect. King William, 
like all good soldiers, disapproved of bombardment*, and 
was indisposed to proceed to such extremities against 
Denmark. His Majesty accordingly directed Sir 
George to Ik; informed that he was not to carry out 
hostilities, but to offer his mediation ; and a treaty was 
concluded between these belligerents about the middle 
of August, principally effected by the firmness and reso- 
lution of Uooke, who had to restrain the fighting dis- 
position of the young Swedish King as well as the 
hostility of his oppressors. "Sir," said Sir George Charles 
Jlookc to Charles XII., " I was sent hither, to assist Jiij|^ 
your Majesty, but not to ruin the King of Denmark." and Sir 
The States-General publicly thanked their Stadtholder G - Rooke ' 
for having trusted this matter to so prudent and able a * 

Commander as the Hritish Admiral. 

In 1701 he voted for Mr. JJarley to be Speaker of 1701. 
the House of Commons, in opposition to the Court, **ir Oeorge 
which made the Whig party his enemy, so that, al- f^pwes the 
though on the accession of Queen Anne, Sir George Whig 
was constituted Vice-Admiral and Lieutenant of the ** *" 
fleets and seas of the kingdom, he was a marked man 
with the Whig party, which at the time laid him aside 
by proposing Sir Cloudesley Shovel to higher favour. 
Prince George, however, when Lord High Admiral, 
immediately recalled hirn into active employment upon 
the rupture with France, and he hoisted the union flag 
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that element in Lagos Bay. It happened, However, 1702. 
that Captain Hardy of the " Pembroke," and Mr. — 
Beavoir, his Chaplain, heard, on landing, that a mes- 
senger had come in with important despatches for the 
Admiral from Mr. Methuen, the British Ambassador 
at Lisbon, communicating that the Spanish galleons, 
twenty-two in number, from the West Indies, laden with 
an immense treasure, had put into harbour at Vigo, under 
convoy of a French fleet of thirty men-of-war under 
Chateau-Regnau<L Immediate measures were conse- Sir George 
qnently adopted to apprise the Admiral of this intelli- ^^ 
genee, who, on the 6th October, turned the head of the to attack 

fleet in the direction of Galicia, intent on making the the French 

. fleet at 

attempt to destroy the entire armament at anchor in the vjgo. 

bay . He knew that the entrance was narrow and of good 
defence, but it was reported that the lines had been neg- 
lected, and that the militia had been withdrawn out of 
them. The British fleet came to anchor before the 
harbour of Vigo on the 10th October, almost unper- 
ceived by the enemy, in consequence of the state of the 
weather. The Admiral did not lose a moment in test- 
ing the truth of the reports he had received of the 
defences, and ascertained that the fleet Was all moored 
within the estuary, which the mouth of a river widened. 
A boom, constructed of masts and yards with cables and 
chains, had been stretched across the entrance, which 
was defended by an unfinished castle and an ungar- 
nisbed fort, and moored at each end to a seventy- 
gun-ship. Within the boom five ships of war were 
anchored, with their broadsides towards the sea, to 
defend the entrance of the harbour. There not being 
water enough to admit the first-rates, Sir George shifted 
his flag into the " Somerset," a third-rate, and the other 
Admirals followed his example. The Duke of Ormond 
landed with the troops, 2500 in number, to make a diver- jj^ u n A 
sion, and, as I'ooke apprehended that the whole fleet force* 
might not find a berth within the harbour, fifteen d^^ 
English and ten Dutch, with all the fire-ships and bomb- Onnond 
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1702. vc^mcIm, were anchored hy Hutir rwijtfjfliivft Admiral* off 
„.»... n, the harliour. The land force*, with mu«h gallantry and 

mpf.tiri* tin: » " * 

l*M«riM miicm?.*, ?.oon made tlicmaelvcM mantcm of all thn liat- 

nnd «:iwtl«!. f,. r ;,. Bj ; fl t/ f which they fought their way aworrl in hand, 

and ;i« noon a« the liritinh K n*i gn wait mmjii to fly from 

the lop of the castle, the fleet Olltfllde, U'A hy Admiral 

Honaon, in the " Torhay," ami carrying a {>ro«* of Nail, 
Tim Uom hon: right againiit the l#oom with Much ftftllfsetod forcft 
i* forrtA, f n;if j t i.p,^. h i i\ l( . f irn i Nn0 r:k t and, notwitliM tan ding 

iU-itiuU-.r the prodigioiin fin; on Mv.ry »M«- cMpecially from this 
Uifsliar- t #wo nevcnticM, " Lo liourhon" an/1 " l/Kan/Tranco"— 
th': parage for the whole eornhinefl forvsa wan Mjiewlily 
effected. The "Torhay *' wan ueverely *hattfrrc4, and 
won hi have heen hurried hy a fire-Mhip hut for this un- 
common exertion* of her officer* and cruw. Thfc (-tunny 
defended them*clve* with gnat hravcryan/1 nmolution, 
hut a* hoon a* ('hatcau-flcgnaud Maw the lioorn hroken, 
and the c;i*tle under the enemy 'm flag, with their fleet 
ready to fall in anion gut Iiim aliipn, ho ordered the flag- 
ship to he Met on fire, which example WM followed hy 

many of Mm (,'aptain*, mo that there wait noon a wide- 
itpr<-ad and fearful conflagration of tho entire French 

fleet. 

fjr<*M/i**<* Kooke and till Iiim office™ exerted them*elvcM with 
much diligence to chonk the progre** of thfi Are, hut 

<:ri*Mny in r ' l ^ » 

«)»ip« nh'I fifteen men-of-war and mix orMevon gal leon m were either 
Imriit or Munk. Nix galleon* were, however, *ecurcd hy 
the Kugliah, and five hy the Dutch, mo that the booty 
captured ww. immen*e. An to the amount, it in very 
difficult to form a «iti*faetory cMtirnat*?, It wan Maid that 
the galleon* hfid hrought in thern twenty million* of 
|fi'-cccct of eight, heiti/IeM other rich f:otn mo/1 i tied in thft 
way of merchandize. The enemy are thought to haw 
r< r/iovd out of the fchi|#M a great deal of their valuahlft 
c;ir^o'-:, and much wax hunk or humt in the a/:tion, Tli« 
liiil:o of Ormond with the army, having marchefl inland 
to l!.odond;il;i f got pocMCMMion there of a great deal of 
plate helonging to the French officers. Not ahorcs two 



trciMUr<:. 



BEITISH ADMIRAL. 615 

millions of silver, and the value of five millions in 1702. 
goods, were thought to have been brought away by 
the English and Dutch. What made this victory the 
more considerable was, that it was gained with incon- 
siderable loss of life, there not having been fifty lands- 
men killed and wounded, and very few seamen. Indeed 
the French seamen and soldiers for the most part 
escaped, because the confederates had no cavalry with 
which to pursue them. 

On the following day Sir Cloudesley Shovel, with a 
fleet of twenty-nine sail, joined Sir George Rooke's 
fleet, when, after some consultation, it was determined 
by the Admiral that his own fleet should proceed home, 
leaving Sir Cloudesley at Vigo to endeavour to raise 
the sunken galleons and men-of-war, and to bring them 
to England after him. Sir George arrived in the Sir George 

Downs in the first days of November, and Sir Cloudes- „...•* : n 

j > arrives in 

ley on the 17th, when the Duke of Ormond's troops England, 
were disembarked and marched to Canterbury, and 
thence to London, where they were received with 
great marks of favour by the Queen, and with loud 
acclamations by the people. The thanks of both Thanks of 
Houses were cheerfully voted to both services and to Ormond 
their leaders, and the Speaker (Harley) complimented and Sir 
Sir George Rooke in his place in the House in these ^^ e * 
just and elegant terms : — 

" In former times Admirals and Generals have had Speech 
success against France and Spain separately, but this gp^e, 
action at Vigo hath been a victory over both con- (Harley). 
federated together. You have not only spoiled the 
enemy, but you have enriched your own country ; 
common victories bring terror to the conquered, but 
you brought destruction upon them and additional 
strength to England. France had endeavoured to 
support its ambition by the riches of India, but your 
success, Sir, hath only left them the burthen of Spain, 
and stripped them of their assistance of it. The 
wealth of Spain and the ships of France are, by this 
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1702. victory, brought over to our justcr cause. This i* in 

"" action ho glorious in the performance, and so extensive 

in its coufi<'qu';nccs, that as all times will preserve the 

memory of it, ho every day will inform us of the benefit," 

To which Sir George Uookc replied: — 

JU-ply of " 1 ain extremely neiihiblc of this great honour, and 

Hir Jiwirj/rj h j |;i |j 1}l | (( . {l || t | M . r . ;in . j Cft|I to preserve it to mj 

grave, and convey it to my posterity, without spot 

or blemish, by a constant affection and zealous per- 

scvcrance in the Queen's service. Hir, no man hath 

Hi*- command of fortune, hut every man hath virtue at 

hih will ; and though 1 may not always \ms successful 

in my country's service an upon this expedition, yet I 

may presume to annum you, I Khali never be the more 

faulty." 

Hir (litorifu The Admiral had the honour of being rained to the 

^"aJ dignity of a Privy Councillor, hut it does not appear 

I'rivy that he had any other benefit ; though he ha/1, like 

Councilor. | fl0h f, ^reat men, the envy of bin contemporaries, among 

Jeulouny of ' , . ■ J /. ■ i »# ♦/./-» i i 

Orinoiid. whom it ih sad to find the Marquis of Ormonu, who 

Itaholution succeeded in raining a prejudice against his gallant col- 

Hon"'- of braguc in the House of Lords; but, nevertheless, a 

Lord*. rcsol u tion being put to their lordships, was carried 

to this effect : " That Sir Ocorge Uooko ha/1 done 

bin duty pursuant to the (Councils of War, like a brave 

officer, to the honour of the Jiritish nation." 

1701. Karly in the year 1704 our Admiral sailed from 

Hir (itmr^it Spithead, in command of a numerous fleet, to convoy to 

,,.'!, <! *i Liitbon the Archduke Charles of Austria, who ha/1 been 

convoy* t in- ^ t » 

An\A\iVi: acknowledged by Gnat Britain and her allies as the 
Uinrlcii to ^Lfhtful Kinjf of Spain. He was received on board the 
flag -ship with all the honours, but in consequence of a 
continuance of htormy weather, the Sovereign designate 
did not reach Li ■«.bon till nearly six weeks after his depar- 
tup- from St. Jle]<u'H, and he landed in the Tagus on 
%U<\ February, where he waH received with all outward 
. ., . demonstrations of joy and welcome. Previously, how- 

JllCI'li'llt *' J J f 

at Lisbon, ever, to the King'h landing a question arose on a 
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punctilio very much and very properly considered in 1704. 
the Navy. The Portuguese desired that, on the King's 
coming on board the British flag-ship and striking his 
standard out of compliment to that of England, the 
Admiral's flag should be struck and remain lowered 
while the Portuguese royal standard flew on board, 
and they induced the King of Spain to make this 
proposal to Sir George Kooke; but the Admiral 
replied that His Majesty, as long as he continued on 
hoard, might command the flag to be struck when he 
pleased, but that, as soon as he had quitted the 
ship, the British Admiral was under the necessity of 
executing his Sovereign's commission, which must 
always be executed under the national flag. This and 
some other reasons satisfied both Kings, so that the 
flag of England continued to fly while the royal 
standard was hoisted. 

Sir George sailed from Lisbon through the Straits, 
considering that he was strong enough to oppose 
the French squadron from Toulon, which he heard 
was out of port in the Mediterranean. The Prince of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, who had met King Charles at Lisbon, 
had assured His Majesty that there was a strong- party 
in Barcelona, and among the inhabitants along the east 
coast of Spain, ready to declare for him when his flag 
should be seen, and Sir George accordingly sailed on 
with a view to make a demonstration before that 
fortress ; but, soon after he quitted Lisbon, Mr. Me- 
thuen, the British Ambassador, having learned that 
the French squadron from Brest had been seen to pass 
the Tagus, was desirous that this important fact 
should be communicated to the British Admiral, and 
prevailed on a Captain of a man-of-war, who was left 
in port, to seek to carry the information to him. The 
Captain, knowing how stiff the Admiral always was on 
matters of order and discipline, represented that he 
dare not depart without sailing orders. Nevertheless 
he yielded to the necessity of the case, and got safely 
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1704. by tlio cncmy'B fleet, and brought the important 

. 7" advertisement to Sir George, who simulated hi* dis- 

Kix>kn pleasure by the remark, "that on thin occasion he 

n rigid dm- cou l(l pass by his not observing instructions, but that, 

1 1> i lanu . ^ ^ future, he would find that the safest course 

was always to obey orders." 

On reaching Barcelona tho King discovered that 

he had been mi Hi n formed as to the disposition of 

the Spanish people in the provinco of Catalonia, 

and Sir George represented that, although there was 

certainly a favourable disposition in many towards 

the Austrian cause, yet in reality it was not so 

unequivocal as to justify an attack on tho place. 

Sir Ooorgo Nevertheless, at the urgent solicitation of His Ma- 

Itooko jesty, tho troops were landed, on the 19th May, 

IJiuvolouu, to the number of 2000 men, under the Prince of 

but with- ] Iosse-Darmstadt, and a bombardment opened upon the 

h" wiilH° ' * )0( ty °^ t* no P^ lce J DU ^> as ft produced no effect, and 
to Nice. there was no evidence of ardour or attachment to the 
royal cause, the troops were re-embarked, and Sir 
George carried away tho fleet to fulfil other orders he 
had received from the Queon to carry relief to Nioe 
and Villa Franca, places threatened with a siege from 
the Duke dc Vcnddmc. As the fleet sailed they came 
across tho French squadron sailing from Brest to 
Toulon, though the Admiral gave no impediment 
to its passage, by a happy accident, tho presence 
of the British licet preserved from capture a rich convo 
of merchantmen from Scanderoon and Aleppo, unde 
three or four frigates passing at tho time, from fallin 
into their hands. 

The Knglish Ministry having heard from *ftf ethu 
tho mission of the Brest fleet into the Mediterran 
and fearing that Sir George Kooko might not b 
strong enough to resist the union of the fleets a 
Sir Omrgo Toulon and JJr<?st in tho Mediterranean, despatched 
bring 'ru- nquadron of ships, under Sir Cloudesloy Shovel, t 
in forced reinforce the British fleet, who fell in with and joined 
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ie Admiral off Tetuan. Sir George Rooke now felt 1704. 

rong enough for any work, and knowing that both ^T" 

rench fleets were now certainly distant, and learning resolves 

kewise that the important fortress of Gibraltar was to attack 

enderly provided with a garrison, a Council of War 

as called on board the flag-ship, on the 17th July, at 

hich the Prince of Hesse-Darmstadt and Sir Cloudes- 

y Shovel assisted, who, after weighing the defect of 

•ders from home, and, the difficulty and hazard of 

te enterprise, resolved to make the attack. 

On the 21st Sir George Rooke carried his fleet into The 

ie bay, and summoned the Governor, the Marquis de Governor is 
. summoned, 

ilines. On his refusal a cannonade was opened upon July 21. 

ie fortress, under which, in order to cut off all com- 

unication between the country and the rock, the 

rince of Hesse-Darmstadt was landed, with all the 

oops, upon the isthmus, where he took post, while Rear- 

dmirals Byng and Vanderdussen moored their squa- 

•ons to act against the garrison. In five or six hours 

ie Admiral saw that the enemy had abandoned the new 

[ole-head, and he immediately ordered all the boats of 

ie fleet to be manned and armed, under Captain 

fhitaker, who received the conduct of this glorious Gallant 

iterprise, which was to secure the great platform. an( *J ? uc " 

aptain Hicks and Captain Jumper of the Navy pushed attack of 

teir pinnaces to land and were the first on shore : Captain 

. . Whitaker. 

it the Spaniards exploded a mine by which two 

ieutenants and forty seamen were killed, and sixty 

•amen wounded. Notwithstanding, Whitaker reso- 

itely held his ground, and receiving reinforcements 

3xt day, a small bastion, half-way between the Mole 

ad the town, was carried sword in hand. Sir George Surrender 

pon this success proposed terms of capitulation to the q q JLq. 

rovernor, who thought it prudent to accept them : July 24. 

nd, on the 24th, the gates of Gibraltar were opened to 

he Prince of Hesse, who was constituted Governor in the 

lame, and for the use, of King Charles III. of Spain. 

t was said that the capture was aided by the following 
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1704. incident : — some seamen on the Mole platform ventured 
°"~ to climb the rock, and came upon a chapel at which all 
the Spanish women were congregated to implore the 
protection of the Virgin. They fled with cries into 
the town, and the alarm contributed to bring the 
Marquis de Salines to terms. This most important 
conquest was achieved with the loss of only 60 killed 
and 21G wounded to the British. 

Probably all people are more or less inconsistent and 
inconsequent in the affairs of private life ; and perhaps a 
popular Government must, in its very nature, be the 
most inconsistent and inconsequent of political insti- 
tutions — and, certainly, we British are of all people 
the most wayward and changeable in our undertakings. 
We are swayed in every public act by party, and 
cannot be said to have a settled policy in any matter 
of high statesmanship, nor, with the exception of Sir 
George Lewis, have we had many writers to prove 
themselves something more than the mere politicians 
of a party at the moment. 
Reflections We have, I think, a remarkable example of this 
on the i n the case of Gibraltar. It never appears to have 
anTre- ever cn tered into any British statesman's head, prior 
tention of to its capture, that it would be a good stroke of policy 
iibraltar. « n E n jTi an( i to secure a footing on distant shores 
to facilitate our commerce, &c, or that strongholds — 
such as Gibraltar, Malta, and Corfu — were useful ad- 
ditions to our power, for garrisons, magazines, and 
harbours, to increase our influence in the balance of 
power in Europe. It was, as we see, a mere accident 
induced two or three energetic and bold Admirals, upon 
a matter of casual information, to act without orders, 
and obtain possession of what must be deemed the best 
strategical point in all Europe for such a nation as Great 
Britain to acquire ; but we had scarcely occupied it a 
quarter of a century before the ministers of George I., 
ignorant and incompetent as statesmen, offered to restore 
the Kock to Spain, without seeking any compensation 
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or substitute for it; and since then, although we have 1704. 
stoutly proved that we were able to defend what the 
prowess of our gallant tars had gained, yet the ques- 
tion of its restitution has again and again been put 
forward, and is even urged at the present moment. 
People are found so squeamish and thin-skinned now- 
a-days as to question the natural and legitimate con- 
sequence of all wars, and would lay down dicta in 
maritime, as well as in territorial conquests, that 
would not hold for twenty -four hours after the decla- 
ration of any war — that armed ships are to be prudes 
of virtue on the high seas, and lay no hand on an 
enemy's commercial property either afloat or on shore, 
although it is manifest that Prize Money, whether 
it be public or private property, represents the sinews 
of war, and would moreover comprise materiel de 
guerre that might be employed against us to our very 
serious disadvantage. It might just as well be said 
that armies on service should rather starve than lay 
hand on the corn, wine, and oil, or seize the flocks 
and herds, which abound on the fat lands of an 
enemy '8 country, the property of course of private 
owners. 

Why should Gibraltar be given back to Spain? The 
Spanish people have never proved themselves conscious 
or worthy of its value even while they had it ; and 
the inhabitants of the fortress, who have been allowed 
self-government under all the rights of religion and 
property, have never evinced the slightest inclination 
to get rid of us. They know that, whoever be the 
master, their fate is to live in a garrison town, and 
they have a sufficient sense of their own interests 
to know who is their best master. If when the 
Spaniards really owned it, they never made any use 
of it, surely its possession by us for 165 years, 
that is to say — the duration of five and a half 
generations of men — has established a pretty good 
right of freehold against them j and I trust that we 

VOL. III. s s 
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1704. shall hold it with a devotional firmness to our ri^ht 
~ in Ihu soil, until the stronger man shall bo found who 
can eject us nut of our tenement. 

Leaving ns lrisiny men a* ho could span* for the 
garrison of (Jibraltar, and supplying it with all tho 
stores he could collect from tho licet, Hir Oeorge 
Uookc sailed back to Trfuan to tako in wood and 
water; hut lien* ho wan apprised by his scouts that 
the whole French fleet, having united their force at 
Toulon, was at sea, under tho young Count do Thou- 
louse, in nuinhcr much superior to tho British fleet and 
that of the Mutch under Admiral Oallemburg conjoined. 
SirOivirjc* 1 A Council fif War wan therefore summoned, in which 
lUKikc jf W|IH n . so | vl . r | ^ (l Rft j] „p ^| u , Mediterranean in search 

resolve* to ' , 

iitinrk Mm; of the enemy and engage them. However, in the 

Frcncli ardour and hurry of this resolve there was not due 
Meet miller . . ' . - . r . . 

t.1,1, Count, ''"''" taken to inquire what quantity of ammunition 
rle Thou- waK to he found in tho ships of tho fleet, after the 
great waste of their stock heforo Gibraltar, for it had 
seldom happened that so much powder had been 
expended in nny motion at sea, or previously than 
in that bombardment, and this omission had con- 
siderable effect on the consequences of tho engage- 
ment we have now to relate. 
The French On the JMh of August Itooko h ml tho good fortune 

anchored, to the number of fifty-two great ships and 
twenty -four galleys. The confederate fleet consisted 
of fifty-three ships of the lino; but tho French 
were superior in the number of men and cannon, as 
well as in weight of metal; and the Jjritish were 
altogether unprovided with galleys, of which the 
Kieneb reaped much advantage in tho engagement 
that now ensued. 

ciniiflfHli'v '*' waH » I'^wcver, the Iftth, at ten in tho morning, 

Shrivel when Sir (Jloudeslcy Shovel, commanding the advanced 

t ) l(l squadron (acting upon the maxim which has always 

lulviuif'o. marked the iSritish seamen, to fight at as close quarters 
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as they could), pressed all sail, under a favourable wind, 1704. 
to encounter the Marquis de Villette, who commanded 
the advanced squadron of the enemy. The impetus 
with which Shovel, who led the van, advanced dis- 
tanced him so much from the main body of the fleet, 
under Rooke, that the French thought to envelop his 
squadron, and sent seven of their galleys into the midst 
of the English ships ; but Rooke, in the " St. Catherine," 
saw the manoeuvre, and came up to the support of his 
officer, and engaged " Le Foudroyant," the flag-ship 
of the Count de Thoulouse, while the Dutch Admiral 
Callenburg vigorously attacked the French centre. 
Several of the English ships were, nevertheless, after a Want 
time, obliged to go out of the line for want of ammu- °{ ^ mmn - 
nit ion, and, in so doing, they suffered much from the compels 
galleys, who endeavoured to tow them away. Towards sacral 
seven in the evening one of the French Admiral's gn jL to 
seconds advanced and commenced a close fight with go put of 
the " St. George," commanded by Sir John Jennings. a D " 
Rooke passed on to the ship of the Bailli de Lorraine, 
and in the struggle the French commander fell in the 
fight, and his command was taken by M. de Grandpre, 
with whom the conflict was continued. The English, 
under the wind, had some advantage in these 
engagements ; but the French succeeded in avoiding 
every attempt to board. The battle lasted till night 
parted the combatants, when the French crowded all 
sail to force through the English line. Rooke, how- 
ever, was enabled to slacken sail and to close the line 
in the centre against the enemy. 

The effect of this manoeuvre was that several of 
the French ships were shut off astern, and were so 
warmly encountered by the British broadsides as to 
be under the necessity of calling up their galleys to 
tow them off. The flag-ships of De Villette and 
Belle-isle were now seen to be both on fire, and were 
extinguished with difficulty. During the night the Perilous 
wind changed, which gave some advantage to the position 

s s 2 
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170 k French, and, indeed, if they had availed thcm*clve« of 

it the rcHult might have been fatal to tho Knglinh, 

Kn«liili wIiohc atf i munition wan entirely ex haunted : but th« 

l,,,< - 1 - Count dc TliriiiloiiHi; -*» young and utterly incx- 

wiUiflruw periem-eil C ;ffiiiffiatif]r?r- who wan given a charge tor 

from which he W.'IH quite incapable, WttH advixed to with- 

Mulmcii. f | n|W| an , lt 0|| t | |<: f fl || ow i, lK any, this French flwd 
nailed away from Malaga. It in Haid the Count 
rl<-Hirr<l to renew tin; combat next day, but wan forbid 
by tin: " ManjuiM d'Kntn'i'M, Mentor do la Flotte." 
TIh-p- w;ih not a nhip taken, Hunk, or dwtroyed in 
cither fleet, but many vchhcIh in botb bad l>cen very 
On-ill rudely handled. The young " (Irand Admiral ,f received 

H.WI-* n ^ wo <. nil t, IH j, inM ij-oin Kplinterri. one of which ntruck and 

I lie nun- t * 

luitiiiiU. cut liin cravat. The exact Iohh experienced by the 
French in thin action iM not known, but tbev admitted 
to the Iokh of UOO oflieerH, and that 7 of their HhipH 
had caught lire in the battle. There were 087 killed 
and \IYS2 wounded in the Knglinh HhipH, and 4(K) in 
the I)uteh HhipH, i uel uding about 20 ofl'iccra. 

Mueh linn heen Haid and written oh to the probable 
roiiHequeiiceH of a renewal of thin battle. The con- 
dition in whieh the French HhipH were wan never pre* 
rhtely known, but the want of ammunition on Iward the 
Mughali fleet, and the nhot-holcH in mont of the HhipH 1 
bottouiM, rentier it pmhahlo that a Hccond engagement 
miiHt have been hoard-aud- hoard, in which every 
veMi'.c I muiit have either mink their ndvcrHaricM or been 
Hunk hy them. Our Admiral, however, acted boldly 
and judieioiiHly, for knowing Ihh weakneHH it wan bin 
Tin- Fri-nrii olivioiiM policy to nhow a good front and dare the 
IiVh-im'w ' n, ' ,M .y- Areordin^ly, when the morning broke, the 
Mm* lu.iilr. Mie'li'ili lleet appeared prepared and seeking for a 
1 '"" . " n " lir iiei-iuid engagement, when Sir Ocorgc, Hcciugtho French 
n.ii'iii Ihet wince, evinced a dinpoHition to bring them to 

iviiiiiiin buttle, a I way h cautioiiHly avoiding the initiative, and for 
a. i:< ( iiLi-. 1 w " day a he followed them in their courne, until he 
ordered Iuh lleet to drop anterii and make ull haste fur 
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Gibraltar, to careen the ships and refit. The honour of 1704. 
the action remained with the English, although the 
nation was never much elated with only a drawn-battle 
with the French at sea. The French, on the other 
hand, were very boastful, and asserted, as they always 
do, in a somewhat hectoring spirit, that the action had 
been to their advantage, if it were not a conclusive 
defeat ; accordingly, Louis XIV. ordered a Te Deum to 
satisfy the Parisians ; but the historic fact remains un- 
questionable that this was the last considerable naval 
armament which the French sent forth to sea for 
many years subsequently, which is a tacit acknow- 
ledgment that they had been horribly mauled. 

Sir G eorge Rooke stayed eight days at Gibraltar Sir George 
to see his fleet repaired, and to supply that place r^f™e« 
with a competent garrison, and every sort of supply Gibraltar, 
against the emergency which he foresaw would shortly * nd 8ail * t0 
happen — a strenuous endeavour on the part of the 
enemy to wrest this important conquest from Great 
Britain. Then, leaving eighteen men-of-war under Bitter 
Sir John Leake, for the defence of the coasts of p ?^r 8 P 
the Peninsula, and to be in the way to succour the 
Rock, the Admiral returned to England. He was 
received by the Queen and her Ministry, and by the 
people in general, with those marks of esteem and 
veneration which were due to his long services and • 
great and signal success : but it was the fate of Rooke 
to be always persecuted by party envy and detraction. 
Notwithstanding these eminent services he was re- Sir George 
moved from the command of the fleet. The Whig ^^ 
historian, Bishop Burnet, records : " The Tories magni- from the 
fied the Admiral's successes." " I have heard men ^V" 1 *?**. 
skilled in naval affairs differ much in the sentiments of 
Rooke's conduct in that action, some not only justify- 
ing but extolling it as much as others condemned it." 
" Shovel advanced to a close fight : Rooke fought at 
a greater distance." " It has been much questioned by 
men who understand these matters well, whether our 
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1701. possessing ourselves of Gibraltar, and our maintaining 

„ ~~ ourselves in it so long, was to our advantage or not." 

spirit of The spirit in which the Bishop relates the entire war 

the \\ h\g evinces the same spirit. In the contest of parties, it 

Bishop ' was which was the greatest exploit, the great military 

Burnet, battle of Marlborough, or the naval successes of Rooke ? 

Burnet savs, "the Tories went into the addresses of con- 

grat ulation to the Queen very coldly." "They joined 

this with that which the Duke had gained at Hoch- 

stadt." " It was certainly ridiculous to set forth 

the glory of so disputable a victory in the same 

words with the undoubted successes we had at this 

period by land." But such is a specimen of the 

prevalence of party spirit at this time, it induced 

our brave warrior to quit the active service of his 

country, and to spend the remainder of his life in 

retirement. 

Sir George Perhaps some portion of the blame of this rests on 

Rooke, tl , r . lll{int Admiral himself. There is no doubt that 

however, # " 

was a in party matters he was too warm and eager, he had 

warm supported Harley and the Tories in the House o 

of Hurley Commons, and was therefore a determined opponent 

and the to the Whig Government. When the Parliament, in 
Tories 

the speech from the throne, spoke generally of " the 

great and remarkable success with which God has 
blessed our arms," the Lords, in reply, " congratulate 
the great and glorious success of your Majesty's arms, 
in conjunction with those of your allies, under the 
Duke of Marlborough." But the Commons are 
more just, and name the victory obtained by your 
"Majesty's fleet, under the command and by the 
courage of Sir George Booke." The gallant Ad- 
miral had still a place in the Lower House as M.P. 
for Portsmouth, but he resumed his seat without 
one word from the Speaker, or the slightest notice 
of his great services, although his friend Harley was 
in the chair. 

Like most men of unquestioned greatness, Sir George 
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Rooke was a man of great natural modesty of cha- 1704. 
racter. There could not have been two opinions in 
any man of either party as to the unimpeachable good 
conduct and courage which had signalized the career 
of this great Admiral, but, finding himself the butt of 
party malice, he bowed to a storm which no merit 
could avert, and carried with him into private life the 
esteem and veneration of the most enlightened and 
virtuous of his contemporaries, living among his 
friends and neighbours with a cordial hospitality, and 
cheered by the reflection of a long series of splendid 
achievements, and a life of activity which had been 
honourably and successfully devoted to the service 
of his country. 

Sir George Rooke died on the 24th January, Death of 
1708-9, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, and ^f ,rge 
was buried in Canterbury Cathedral, where a monu- Jan. 24, 
ment is erected to his memory ; but no public record of 1708-9. 
his pre-eminent glory has been erected by Parlia- 
mentary gratitude in those places where Great Britain 
has been wont to honour her greatest and most 
distinguished sons. He was thrice married, and by 
his second wife (a Mrs. Luttrel) he left one son 
who survived him. 

The professional character of Rooke is without a His 
stain. He never lost a single ship under his com- c " a^acte^ • 
mand, either at sea or in action. The Dutch, who are 
as good judges of naval prowess as any nation in the 
world, and who served constantly under him, have 
recorded a very high estimate of his courage, prudence, 
judgment, and naval ability. And Charles XII., no 
mean judge of personal bravery, bore evidence to this 
quality in Sir George. Considering the great employ- 
ments our Admiral had held, by which many might 
have built up princely estates, he left but a very 
moderate fortune to his heir, so moderate that on 
making his will some of his friends are reported to 
have expressed surprise at the narrowness of his 
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Akbab, revolt of, 280; defeat of, 
281. 

Albemarle, Duke of. See Monk. 

Algiers, Blake concludes a treaty 
with the Dey of, 350; is bom- 
barded by Du Quesne, and the 
French slaves released, 444; is 
nearly destroyed by jyEstrees, 
548. 

Aurungzebe, the Great Mogul, Em- 
peror of India, his parentage, 
262; characters of the four sons 
of Shah Jehan, Dara, Sujah, Au- 
rungzebe, and Morad, 263; Su- 
jah marches to Delhi, and is 
defeated by Dara, the eldest bro- 
ther, 264; Aurungzebe defeats 
his brother Dara, and imprisons 
his father, 266; he causes his 
brother Morad to be murdered; 
and defeats his brother Sujah at 
Kedjera, 267 ; murder of his bro- 
ther Dara; Aurungzebe becomes 
sovereign of Uindostan ; death of 
his father Shah Jehan, 268; 
public and domestic reforms ef- 
fected by Aurungzebe, 269; he 
patronises learning, and esta- 
blishes schools and hospitals; his 
duplicity and indirectness, 270; 
he defeats the Aflghaiis ; also the 
Patans, 272 ; he seeks to establish 
Mohammedanism on the ruins of 
the faith of the Hindoos, but is 
withstood by Sivaji, 273; Surat 
is taken and plundered by Sivaji, 
275; Sivaji is entrapped by Au- 
rungzebe, but he escapes, 276; 
Surat is again plundered, 277; 



failure of Aurungzebe to subdue 
Sivaji, who dies in possession of 
his conquests, 279 ; death of Jes- 
wnnt Sing, another of the Em- 
peror's enemies; revolt of Au- 
rungzebe's son, Akbar, 280; Au- 
rungzebe finally defeats his son 
and his allies, and endeavours to 
subjugate all India, 281; he 
destroys the temples of Brahma; 
he subjugates the Carnatic, 282; 
extent and opulence of his em- 
pire, 283; his dying address to 
his son Azim; his death, 284; 
his personal appearance and cha- 
racter ; historical parallel between 
him and Louis XIV., 285. 
Ayscough, Sir George, his action 
with De Ruyter off Plymouth, 
371; his ship being caught on 
the Galloper Sands, he is taken 
prisoner, 58, 384. 

Bantry Bay, battle of, 179, 533, 576. 

Barcelona, capture of, 602. 

Bart, Jean, Du Bart, or John 
Barth, a French Commodore, 561; 
his birth; serves as a cabin-boy, 
562; alleged successes of Jean 
Bart over the Dutch, 563; is 
carried a prisoner into Plymouth, 
but he and his companions escape, 
and land safely in France, 564; 
he serves under De Tourville, 565; 
his depredations on the coasts of 
Norway and Scotland, 566; anec- 
dote of Jean Bart and an Eng- 
lish Captain, note, 566; Louis 
XIV. and Jean Bart, anecdotes, 
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5P>7; ho captures 100 vessels 
laden with corn from the Dutch, 
Gt>8 ; his successful defence of 
Dunkirk, 5Cii>; ho eludes tho 
blockading licet at Dunkirk, nnd 
outers the Baltic ; bin successes 
coni]>cl tho Knglish to send Ad- 
miral Houbow in pursuit of him, 
570; nnoodotos of Joan Hart and 
Louis XIV., 571 ; Joan Hart con- 
voys tho IVinoc of i'oiiti to I )iin t- 
zig ; characteristic anecdote; hi* 
dentil; honourable conduct of 
Louis XIV. to his family, 572 ; 
his ]HTKonal a])}>carance and cha- 
racter, 57! J. 

Bollasis, Sir Henry, dismissed tho 
service, »«/*», (>12. 

Bcnbow, John, au Knglish Admiral, 
his birth, 5S0; Charles II. and 
HonlMJw's father; Hcnhow a Cap- 
tiiin nnd owner in the Mediter- 
ranean trade, 581 ; defeats a 
Salloc Hover; eharactorist ic anec- 
dote, 581, 582; he receives a 
commission from •lames 11., 582; 
ho serves in the Channel, and is 
made Master of the Fleet ; ho 
attacks St. Malo, 583 ; ho com- 
mands the •• Charles " in tho 
bombardment of Calais, 58 1; he 
fails to prevent tho escape of Du 
Hart from Dunkirk ; is wounded ; 
Bonhow is excepted from tho 
dissatisfaction of tho public with 
tho Commanders and management 
of tho Navy, 585 ; he is sent 
to the West Indies, 580; Wil- 
liam III. and Hen bow, anecdote, 
uoff t 58(> ; his spirited conduct 
at Trinidad and at Porto Hello; 
returns to Hngland ; his interview 
with King 1 William, 587; he is 
again sent to tho West Indies ; lie 
encounters M. du Casso oil' Capo 
St. Martha, 588; is wounded; 
dastardly behaviour of his Cap- 
tains, four of whom are sentenced 
to he shot, 581) ; his death ; mo- 
nument to his memory at Shrews- 
bury ; his character, 590 ; letter 
of tho French Admiral du Casso 
to Henbow, uofp % 501 . 

Berkeley, Sir William, is killed, 384. 

Berwick, Duke of, is taken prisoner 



at Noerwinden, 207; in killed, 
2iK). 

Biiikcs, Admiral, takes Cayenne 
from tho French, 544; defeats 
D'tatreeH, 545 ; is killed, 516. 

Blake, Rolwrt, a Parliamentary 
Admiral, bin birth nnd education, 
317 ; elected for Bridgwater in 
1(510; refuse* to surrender to 
Prince Rupert, 318 ; bis bucccm- 
fnl defence of Taunton, for which 
Parliament twice votes him 500/., 
311); appointed to a naval com- 
mand as General of tho Fleet, 
320; Blake is sent in pursuit of 
Prince Rupert, 321 ; ho demands 
permission of the King of Por- 
tugal to attack Ku]>ort, 322; ho 
seizes tho Braxil Fleet, and cap- 
tures after an action tho " Plate " 
Fleet, 323 ; ho concludes a peaces 
with the King of Portugal, 321; 
ho pursues Rupert from Lisbon 
to Carthagcna, where ho defeats 
his fleet, and to Toulon, where 
Rupert finally escapes, 325; ho 
captures a French frigate; on 
his return to England receives 
the thanks of Parliament, and 
is made a Warden of tho Cinquo 
Ports, 326; ho captures the 
Scilly Islands, 327; ho attacks 
Jersey, 328; harasses Carteret, 
ami finally effects a landing; 
captures Mont Orgueil Castle, 
327; receives tho surrender of 
Carteret, 328 ; ho reforms tho 
Navy, 330; insulted by Tromp, 
after an action, he compels him 
to retire, 332; Parliament orders 
Hlako to mako reprisals, 833; 
severe losses of tho Dutch ; Blako 
defeats tho Dutch off tho North 
Foreland, 334; he is defeated off 
Foulness, 33(i ; Tromp's bravado 
in tho Channel after tho Imttlo, 
337; Blako sails from Queen- 
borough, and defeats Tromp in 
the battle of Portland; ho is 
wounded 340 ; ho first employs 
Marines, 341 ; Tromp sails to tho 
North, and is pursnod by Blake, 
3 12 ; his declaration on the 
change of Government, 343; Blake 
arrives to tho relief of Monk and 
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Deane, who are contending with 
great odds against Trorap; de- 
feat and narrow escape of Tromp, 
344; great losses of the Butch, 
345; Blake again elected for 
Bridgwater, 1654; he is sent to 
the Mediterranean, 346; effect of 
his renown; he demands and 
obtains redress at Leghorn, 347; 
he sails to Tunis, and demands 
the release of the English cap- 
tives, 348 ; on an insolent answer 
of the Dey to a second demand, 
he destroys the Dey's fleet, 349; 
he concludes treaties with the Deys 
of Tripoli, Tunis, and Algiers, 
350; he sails to Cadiz; and to 
Lisbon to demand redress for 
I an assault on Mr. Meadows, 351 ; 

! he sails to Santa Cruz in Teneriffe, 

and resolves to attack the gal- 
leons in harbour, 353 ; he destroys 
the Plate Fleet; the Protector 
and Parliament appoint a General 
Thanksgiving, 354; anecdote of 
Blake's spirit and justice, 355; 
Cromwell's high approval of 
Blake; ill health compels him 
to return to England, 356; he 
receives the Protector's letter, 
and the thanks of Parliament, 
357 ; he dies in Plymouth Sound ; 
his remains are buried in Henry 
the Seventh's Chapel, 358; dis- 
graceful removal of his body after 
the Restoration ; his character, 359. 

Bohemia, natural military advan- 
tages of, 302. 

Bombay, the first possession of, by 
the English, 271. 

Bombs, first use of, on shipboard, 
444. 

Brandt's, Gerard, narrative of the 
first battle of Solebay, 452 ; his nar- 
rative of the four days' fight, 460. 

Brinvilliers, Marquise de, 74. 

Brounker, Lord, strange conduct of, 
483. 

Catherine of Braganza, lands at 

Portsmouth, 427. 
Cartagena, successful attack of the 

French on, 523. 
Carteret, Sir George, surrenders the 

Channel Islands to Blake, 330. 



Cayenne, capture of, by the Dutch, 
544. 

Chain-shot, first use of, 60. 

Charles II., addresses solicitations to 
Monk, 19 ; his " Declaration," and 
letter to Monk, 49 ; is proclaimed 
King, 51 ; visits the confederate 
fleet, and is received with great 
state by D'Estrees, 541 ; he desires 
to go into action, 542 ; his meeting 
with Colonel Benbow, 581. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, and Sir 
George Kooke, 611. 

Ch&teau-Regnaud, Marshal de, a 
French Admiral, his birth, 574; 
successful action with the Dutch, 
575; he joins De Tourville with a 
fleet at Brest; his action with 
Admiral Herbert in Bantry Bay, 
576 ; he commands a squadron in 
the battle off Beachy Head, 577 ; 
conducts the fleet from Toulon to 
Brest, 578 ; he is sent on an expe- 
dition to the Spanish settlements ; 
he is compelled, on Sir George 
Rooke's attack of Vigo, to burn a 
portion of his fleet ; he is made a 
Marshal of France; his death, 579. 

Coehorn, Fort, capture of, 197, 223. 

Colbert, the great French minister, 
notice of, 500. 

Conde*, Prince of, tribute to William 
Prince of Orange at Seneff, 158. 

Cox, Captain, gallant exploit of the 
English under, 4J9. 

Cromwell, Oliver, bestows rewards 
on Monk, 20; his high approval 
of Blake, 356 ; writes a letter to 
Blake, 357 ; Cromwell's death, 20, 
480. 

Cromwell, Richard, resignation of, 22. 

Dartmouth, Earl of, the wind and 
the indecision of James II. render 
his efforts to prevent the landing 
of Prince of Orange fruitless, 532. 

Dates, unreliability of the, in all 
accounts of the naval actions of 
the seventeenth centurv, 385. 

Deane, Admiral, is killed, 13, 344. 

De Boufflers, Marshal, timely arrival 
of, at Steenkirk, 199 ; is arrested 
at the surrender of Namur, 225. 

D'Estrees, Gabrielle, mistress of 
Henry IV M S&S. 
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D'Estrees, Marshal, a French ad- 
miral, brief notice of his family, 
539; his birth; serves in the 
army, but is eventually appointed 
to the sea-service, 540; is ap- 
pointed to the command of the 
French fleet ; his account of the 
visit of Charles II. to the confede- 
rate fleet, 541 ; commands the 
French fleet at Solebay and in the 
subsequent battles with De Ruyter, 
543 ; he attacks Tobago, but meets 
with a most disastrous defeat, and 
returns to France, 545; he cap- 
tures Goree; and succeeds in his 
second attack on Tobago ; his fleet 
is wrecked on the Bird Islands, 
546 ; he is made a Marshal of 
France; he compels the Dey of 
Tripoli to release the Christian 
prisoners, 547 ; he nearly destroys 
Algiers ; his death ; his character, 
548. . 
Do Witt, the Pensionary, his testi- 
mony to the English in the four days' 
fight, 60 ; De Witt and his brother 
murdered by the populace, 398. 
Du Casse, Admiral, his action with 
Benbow, 588 ; his letter to Benbow, 
591. 
Dunbar, battle of, 8 ; the first Eng- 
lish military medal was struck 
for, 9. 
Dundee, the capture of, by Monk, 11. 
Dundee, Viscount, his ancestry, edu- 
cation, and earliest military ser- 
vice, 234 ; the Prince of Orange : 
anecdote, 235: the skirmish of 
Drumclog, 236 ; Graham is created 
Viscount Dundee, 237; marches 
into England; the encounter at 
Wincanton, 238; has an inter- 
view with King James, and re- 
turns to Scotland, 239 ; his inter- 
view with the Duke of Gordon, 
and appearance in Edinburgh, 
2 K> : he withdraws to Stirling, 
211 ; he is outlawed, 242 : he is 
pursued by General Mackay, 244; 
Mackay, not receiving reinforce- 
ments, retreats, aud is pursued by 
Dundee, 247 ; Dundee's plans for 
the campaign, 250; Lord Murray's 
clansmen desert to Dundee, 2S1*, 
Muckny's preparations to encoxua. 



ter Dundee, 253 : the eve of the 
battle of Killiecrankie, 254; ad- 
vance of Mackay, 255 ; LochieTs 
request is heroically declined by 
Dundee, 256 ; the battle of Killie- 
crankie, 257 ; death of Dundee ; 
lines on his death by Dry den, Pit- 
cairn, and Aytoun, 258 ; his cha- 
racter, 259. 
Du Quesne, Abraham, Marquis, 
Lieutenant-General des Armees 
Navales de France, his birth, 
435 ; he enters the Swedish 
service, and raises the siege of 
Gottingen, 436; is recalled and 
again enters the French service; 
strange story of his engage- 
ment with an English ship, 437 ; 
he commands a squadron under 
D'Estrees at Solebay ; he captures 
Messina, 438 ; he receives a letter 
from Lofis XIV. after the action 
off the isle of Lipari, 439 ; severe 
battle with De Ruyter, who dies 
of his wounds, 440; he defeats 
the Dutch and Spanish fleets, 
inflicting on them great losses, 
416, 441; Louis XIV. purchases 
an estate for Du Quesne; he is 
sent to chastise the Alger ines, 
442; he is sent a second time, 
bombards Algiers, and obtains the 
release of the French slaves, 444 ; 
he bombards Genoa; his death, 
445; he is presumptuously com- 
pared with De Ruyter by his 
biographer M. Rich ter, 445; Du 
Quesne's consistent Protestantism ; 
he is refused burial in his own 
country, 447. 

English influence in the East, com- 
mencement of, 271. 

English troops in Portugal, brave 
conduct of, 130; great honour is 
given to them, 138. 



Fehrbellin, battle of, 93. 

Fleurus, battle of, 75. 

Forbin, Count de, taken prisoner, 
564 ; escapes, 565 ; cruises with 
Jean Bart, 556 ; his character of 
Jean Bart, 573. 

¥T*dfcT\ck the Great on the Great 
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Deane, who are contending with 
great odds against Tromp ; de- 
feat and narrow escape of Tromp, 
314; great losses of the Dutch, 
345; Blake again elected for 
Bridgwater, 1654; he is sent to 
the Mediterranean, 346; effect of 
his renown; he demands and 
obtains redress at Leghorn, 347; 
he sails to Tunis, and demands 
the release of the English cap- 
tives, 348 ; on an insolent answer 
of the Dey to a second demand, 
he destroys the Dey's fleet, 349; 
he concludes treaties with the Deys 
of Tripoli, Tunis, and Algiers, 
350 ; he sails to Cadiz ; and to 
Lisbon to demand redress for 
an assault on Mr. Meadows, 351 ; 
he sails to Santa Cruz in Teneriffe, 
and resolves to attack the gal- 
leons in harbour, 353 ; he destroys 
the Plate Fleet ; the Protector 
and Parliament appoint a General 
Thanksgiving, 354; anecdote of 
Blake's spirit and justice, 355; 
Cromwell's high approval of 
Blake ; ill health compels him 
to return to England, 356 ; he 
receives the Protector's letter, 
and the thanks of Parliament, 
357 ; he dies in Plymouth Sound ; 
his remains are buried in Henry 
the Seventh's Chapel, 358; dis- 
graceful removal of his body after 
the Restoration ; his character, 359. 

Bohemia, natural military advan- 
tages of, 302. 

Bombay, the first possession of, by 
the English, 271. 

Bombs, first use of, on shipboard, 
444. 

Brandt's, Gerard, narrative of the 
first battle of Solebay, 152 ; bis nar- 
rative of the four days' fight, 460. 

Brin villiers, Marquise de, 74. 

Brounker, Lord, strange conduct of, 
483. 

Catherine of Braganza, lands at 

Portsmouth, 127. 
Cartagena, successful attack of the 

French on, 523. 
Carteret, Sir George, surrenders the 

Channel Islands to Blake, 330. 



Cayenne, capture of, by the Dutch, 
544. 

Chain-shot, first use of, 60. 

Charles II., addresses solicitations to 
Monk, 19 ; his " Declaration," and 
letter to Monk, 49 ; is proclaimed 
King, 51 ; visits the confederate 
fleet, and is received with great 
state by D'Estrees, 541 ; he desires 
to go into action, 542 ; his meeting 
with Colonel Benbow, 581. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, and Sir 
George Rooke, 611. 

Ch&teau-Regnaud, Marshal de, a 
French Admiral, his birth, 574; 
successful action with the Dutch, 
575 ; he joins De Tourville with a 
fleet at Brest; his action with 
Admiral Herbert in Bantry Bay, 
576 ; he commands a squadron in 
the battle off Beachy Head, 577; 
conducts the fleet from Toulon to 
Brest, 578 ; he is sent on an expe- 
dition to the Spanish settlements ; 
he is compelled, on Sir George 
Rooke's attack of Vigo, to burn a 
portion of his fleet ; he is made a 
Marshal of France; his death, 579. 

Coehorn, Fort, capture of, 197, 223. 

Colbert, the great French minister, 
notice of, 500. 

Conde, Prince of, tribute to William 
Prince of Orange at Seneff, 158. 

Cox, Captain, gallant exploit of the 
English under, 4 J 9. 

Cromwell, Oliver, bestows rewards 
on Monk, 20; his high approval 
of Blake, 356 ; writes a letter to 
Blake, 357 ; Cromwell's death, 20, 
480. 

Cromwell, Richard, resignation of, 22. 

Dartmouth, Earl of, the wind and 
the indecision of James II. render 
his efforts to prevent the landing 
of Prince of Orange fruitless, 532. 

Dates, unreliability of the, in all 
accounts of the naval actions of 
the seventeenth centurv, 385. 

Deane, Admiral, is killed, 13, 344. 

De Boufflers, Marshal, timely arrival 
of, at Steenkirk, 199 ; is arrested 
at the surrender of Namur, 225. 

D'Estrees, Gabrielle, mistress of 
Henry IV., 539. 
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tho ability of Field Marshal 
Trillin, 302, 306 ; is compelled by 
Trail n to evacuate Bohemia, 311. 

Frederick William, Elector of Bran- 
denburg, The Great Elector ; 
Houses of Brandenburg and Ho- 
henzollern, 85 ; Frederick William 
obtains the Electorate, 86 ; his 
military training ; obtains the in- 
vestiture of the Duchy of Prussia, 
87 ; enters into treaties with Swe- 
den and Poland ; organises his 
army, 88; concludes a treaty with 
France ; defeats the Poles, the 
Tartars, and the Swedes, 81); 
harbours the exiled Huguenots, 
90; joins the coalition against 
Louis XIV., and takes Ratheuau, 
91 ; defeats the Swedes under 
Wrangel at Fehrbelliu, 93 ; takes 
Stettin and Stral/.und, 91; com- 
pels the Swedes who had invaded 
East Prussia to retreat towards 
Courland, 95 ; makes peace with 
France ; improves tho condition of 
his subjects; mediates between 
Denmark and Sweden, 97 ; sends 
aid to Sohieski ; his death, 98 ; 
his personal character and appear- 
ance, 100. 

French Court, pernicious influence 
of the, on James II., 188. 

French, strange conduct, of the, in 
the battles with l)e Buy tor, said 
to be the result of secret instruc- 
tions to D'Kstrees, 513. 

French Guards, "la troupe doree," 
conspicuous braverv of, at the 
battle of Steenkirk,"l 99. 

French military biography, hyper- 
bolical character of. 11(5. 

French Navy, insignificance of the, 
until !<)()! — 1(>76, 575; rapid rise 
of, 503 ; great energy of, in the 
reign of William 111., 53 t. 

Genoa, bombardment of. 115. 

Gibraltar, capture of. (519. 

Glencoe, Massacre of, 191. 

Graham of Claverhouse. See Vis- 
count Dundee. 

Guiseard. Marquis de, persuades the 
English Government to attempt 
an invasion of France, but the 
attempt is abandoned, 602. 



Herbert, Arthur, Earl of Torrington, 
an English Admiral, 520 ; some 
account of his father from Claren- 
don's History, 527 ; he receives 
his flrst command, and distin- 
guishes himself in an action with 
a Dutch frigate, 528; he is 
wounded ; is made a Vice-Admi- 
ral ; repulses the l)ey of Algiers, 
529 ; he is dismissed from his 
command by King James, and 
goes to Holland, 530 ; lie tampers 
with the officers of the English 
fleet ; he commands the Dutch 
fleet, and lands the Prince of 
Orange's army at Torbay, 531 ; 
he is created Karl of Torrington, 
and Baron of Torbay, 532 ; his 
battle with Chateau- Hegnaud in 
Bantry Bay, 533; lie is made 
Chief Commissioner of tho Admi- 
ralty, but is superseded by the 
Earl of Pembroke, 531; De Tour- 
ville appears in the Channel, and 
Torrington receives peremptory 
orders to engage, 535 ; the battle 
oil' Beach v Head ; partial success 
of the French, 535, 53(5 ; Torring- 
ton is brought to a court-martial, 
but is acquitted, 536 ; his death, 
and character, 537. 

Hyde, Anne, Duchess of York, her 
death, 484. 

Inchiquin, Lord, with troops for 
Portugal, are carried prisoners to 
Algiers ; but are released and land 
at Lisbon, 120. 

James, Duke of York, Lord High 
Admiral of England, 475; his 
birth, 476 ; he escapes to Holland, 
•177; he enters the French service, 
479 ; serves under Conde, 480 ; 
he becomes Lord High- Admiral 
of England, 481 ; he sends out a 
squadron which captures New 
York, 482 ; he commands at the 
first battle of Solcbay, 483 ; his 
unpopularity from not pursuing 
the Dutch fleet, 481; the second 
battle of Solebay, 485 ; is deprived 
of his command by the Test Act ; 
his character as a Naval com- 
mander, -186 ; his character, 487 ; 
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with Cromwell .against the Scots, 
7 ; anecdote of Monk at the bat- 
tle of Dunbar, .8; takes Dundee; 
popularity of Monk in Scotland, 
11; made General of the fleet, 
and defeats De Ruyter, 13; suc- 
ceeds Blake in the command of 
the fleet; action off the Texel, 
14 ; honours conferred on Monk, 
15; Monk again sent to Scotland, 
16; his marriage, 17; letter of 
Charles II. to Monk, his prudent 
behaviour, 19; death of Crom- 
well, 20; Monk's advice to 
Richard Cromwell, 21; Richard 
resigns; influence of Monk, 22; 
Dissolution of the M Romp" Parlia- 
ment; Monk marches into Eng- 
land, 27 ; secures Berwick, New- 
castle, and Carlisle, 28; Lambert 
negotiates with Monk, 29; "The 
Rump" re-assembles, and Monk 
arrives at Coldstream, 32; be 
marches to the assistance of Fair- 
fax, 33; arrives in London, 34; 
his cautious behaviour, 35; re- 
ceives the thanks of the House of 
Commons, 36 ; his proceedings in 
the City of London, 38; visit of 
Sir John Greenvil to Monk, 46; 
He sends a force against Lambert, 
who is taken prisoner, 32; be 
takes his seat for Devon; letter 
from Charles II., 49; Charles 
proclaimed King, 51; Monk is 
created Duke of Albemarle; ob- 
servations on Monk's change of 
policy, 52; his character as a 
warrior and statesman, 53; alarm* 
ing illness; on his recovery goes 
- to command the fleet : action for 
four days against De Ruyter, 57 : 
again attacks De Ruyter and 
defeats him, 60; his last service 
at Chatham, 62; his death, 63; 
his funeral obsequies, 64; his 
personal appearance and habits, 
65; his uncourtly -manners; his 
religious sentiments, 67. 

Narborough, Sir John, chastises the 

Dey of Tripoli, 593. 
Naval tactics in De Ruyter's time 

confined to fighting in three 

squadrons, 420. 



Navigation Act, 3901, 866. 

Navy, the English, disgrac eful state 
of, 380; nrst reforms o£ by 
Blake and his colleagues, 330|, 
337; naval tactics adopted for 
the first time in, 364; Janet and 
Louis XIV. entertain hopes of 
itB defection, 512. 

Neerwinden, battle oC 79, 206. 

Nhneguen, Peace o£ 167. 



Opdam, Admiral, death of, 426, 481. 

Ormond, Duke at, commands the 
land forces at the taking of Vigo, 
613; his jealousy of S& George 
Booke,615. 

Peterborough, Sail o£ centeres 
Barcelona, 60S. 

Philip IV. of Spain, death oft 138. 

Portugal, Queen Regent at, la ex- 
tricated final a financial enaheiv 
rassment by Lord Sandwich, 486. 

Rapacity of the officers and nun of 
both services at Port 8L Mary, 
612. 

Red Sea Pirates, aftair of tan, S68. 

Renau, Bernard, said to have tot 
used bombs on shipboard, 444; 
Mjynfrfl gafi djim relating to, 640L 

Rivera, Earl, 602. 

Rooke,8ir George, a Briftfch Admi- 
ral, his birth; a Post-Captain at 
the age of thirty, 607; he any* 
to the relief of Londonderry; 
his pre-eminent bravery at La 
Hogue, for which he is *"»gMiHl 
606; he is ap poi n te d to convoy 
uie smyrna fleet, dux ■ aarnrjaBfl 
by De TbnrviDe; he safls to 
Madeira, 609; he returns to Sna> 
land, enters Parliament, and is 
made a Lord of the Admir a lty, 
610; he sails to the Battle and 
bombards Copenhagen, 611; he 
sails to Spain, summons Cadis, 
and captures Forts St. Catherine 
and St. Mary; he abandons fur- 
ther operations against Cadis, 
612; he resolves to attack the 
French n^et at Vigo, 613; the knd 
forces under the Duke of Oneond 
capture the batteries and rustle; 
the boom is forced, and the fleet 
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cut it tin* harbour; great Ionuch 
of I hit enemy in ships and trciiHiirc, 
(SI I; Sir (icorgo Kookc arrives 
in Filmland; I In 1 thanks nf Par- 
liament to < >rmoud mid Sir (leorgo 
Kookc ; hpcceh of tin 1 Speaker 
(Hurley), (il5 ; Sirdcorgc llookc's 
reply ; lie in imiile n Privy ('cillli- 
eillor, fiHJ; resolution of the 
Houm» i»l" Lords ; he enlivoyH the 
Areliiluke Charles to Spain, f»l(i; 
his rigid discipline ; he l>omhurds 
Hareelona, mid mi'iIh to Nice, (ilH; 
Immiijt rein fori 'eil by Admiral Sim* 
vel resolve* to attack tiihrallar; 
gallant, iiinl successful lit tuck of 
( a it]ituiii Whilakcr ; Mirrciidcr of 
the (iovcruor, (ill); reflections 
on llic iiiipurt unci' iiml retention 
o!' (fihrallur, (>-0 ; Sir (leorge 
llookc resolves to nttiiek the 
French fleet under the Count 
lie ThoulnUM', i\Tl\ the hnttle of 
Mfiln;rfi, iV±\\\ perilous position of 
the Kiiglish fleet. IVoin the wulit 
of iiiuiiiuuitioii ; the French with- 
draw : great, losses of the com- 
lint iinl.K. (121; he reinforces (iib- 
riiltur, and returns to Filmland; 
lie is reuiovud from the command 
of the licet, (»li."» ; hitter party 
spirit of the time; Itishop Kur- 
net ; SirUeorgo Kookc, however, 
\mi-i 11 warm supporter of Hurley 
mid the Tories iVH\ \ liis death; 
his character, 0-7. 

Kupcrt, I'riuce, takes KiiiHtile; 1mm 
escape from, \V1\ ; he escapes 
from Hlukcat Lisbon, ( -art hu^cim, 
and Toulon, to. the Went Indies, 
:\:'S) ; arrives with bin licet during 
the four days' hnttle, MY1 ; he 
eommauds the fleet at the hat ties 
of Schcvoliiig and lit the llcldcr, 
44)1, in.'. 

Kussell, Kdwurd, Karl of Orford, 1111 
Kngli'di Admiral, Ji.V) ; he eom- 
maudh the •' Plucuix " frigate ; 
elected M.I 1 , for Tavistock, fiftl ; 
he goes to Holland and enters info 
the designs of the Prince of 
Orange, fi.Mi ; he is made Com- 
immder in Chief of the fleet, fj.*>U ; 
he defeats l)e Tourville at the 
hnttle of La Ilogue, destroying 



u gront imrt of tho French flort, 
Gfil; Admiral Uumiell, although 
victorious, in chimorouidy mwnilMl 
011 all nidi*, 11 ml dismissed from 
tlm command, f>oT» ; ho in nuvk' 
Firnt Iiord of tho Admimlty, mmI 
rcM-orcd to the ohiof command ; 
lie niiUh to tho Mediterrnncan, mid 
shuts up tho French fleet in 
Toulon, ftftfi ; the fleet in milled, 
11 ml HiiNKolI in crciit-cd Karl of 
Orford, 557; the affair or the 
Kod Sea Pirates; Orford in im* 

iM-iichisl with IjohIm Hoinc-nt mid 
lalifax, 558 ; ho ih acquitted, 
mill again placed ut tho hend of 
tho Admiralty, 551); hm death; 
his chnractcr, M'A). 

Kusscll, HervieoH of tho JIoumi of, 
to tho (miu 11 try, 550. 

Kuyter, Michel Adrian** Do, or, Dc 
K niter, Admiral -0 one ral of llol- 
hi ml, h'm birth and early history, 
3(>i); ho iri liuulo I tour- Admiral, 
370; he oommimdM tho Dutch 
fleet; aic;tloii ofl' Plymouth, 371; 
ho is driven hy Hlalco into (lorco, 
372; bnttlo oil' Newport, 373; 
his gallant conduct 011 tho death 
of Tromp, 37-i; in miido V ice- 
Admiral of llollntid mid Frionland, 
375 ; he soils to tho Hurlmry 
States, tho Hid tie, nnd to the 
Mediterranean, 375, 37H ; ho i« 
ho ut to Onwnhagcu, mid mode 
Commander- in -Chief, 377 ; lift de- 
feats tho Sweden, mid cfljituren 
Nylxmrg, 37N ; ho proceeds to the 
Mediterranean, 370; return* to 
II ol hind on tho death of Oixbmi. 
3N0| ho in miido Aduiirul mid 
(Icucni bin •Chief, 381 ; his jfene- 
roiiM defence of Do Witt, 382; he 
hiiH a battle of four day*' duration 
with tho Knglish, in which the 
contending foriM-n Hiilfer Hcvcro 
Iomsck, \\H\ ; battle ofl* tlio North 
Foreland, tiHfi ; gnihiiit conduct of 
Do ltuytcr,3HG; ho U cotii|iclled 
to retreat, 3N7 ; hi* In w*tit on mi 
exjs'dition Ut Kiurhmd, 3H9; he 
attacks SheoruetM, mid proocedM to 
Cliatbaiii, 3iN); ho ni]>tun**4 or 
destroyH tin? men of war ut Cliat- 
ham, Ml ; modal* struck to cum- 
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memorate De Ruyter's triumph, i 
393 ; he again takes the command 
and fights the battle of Solebay, 
395 ; rejoicing** at London and at 
the Hague as for a victory, 396 ; 
murder of the Pensionary De 
Witt and his brother, and De 
Kuyter's family is threatened, 
391 ; De Kuyter goes to the 
Hague, 400; the combined fleets 
attack De Kuyter at his anchor- 
age, but are repulsed, and failing 
in their object return to their 
own shores, 403 ; lie fights two 
battles with the combined fleet, 
one at Schevcling, the other near 
the Helder, 401, 405; indecisive 
results of these naval battles, 406 ; 
De Kuyter sails to the West 
Indies; he is repulsed in his 
attack on Martinique, 407 ; threa- 
tens Dominica, and returns to 
Holland, 408 ; De Kuyter sails 
to Spain, and from thence to Me- 
lazzo in Sicily, 409; his action 
with Du Quesne amid the Lipari 
islands, 410; he is joined by a 
Spanish fleet at Palermo, 412; 
he again encounters Du Qiicsnc, 
and is wounded, 414; his death, 
415; his funeral; his piety and 
humility, 418; his personal ap- 
pearance, 419. 
liyswick, Peace of, 523, 547. 

Sandwich, Edward Montagu, Earl 
of, his birth ; serves under Fairfax, 
422 ; succeeds Klake as General of 
the Fleet, 423 ; he is sent with the 
fleet to Denmark by Cromwell ; he 
is dismissed from the command, 
42 1 ; again appointed to the com- 
mand of the fleet, and brings 
Charles II. to Dover; he is 
created Earl of Sandwich, 425; 
he convoys Catherine of Kraganza 
from Lisbon to England, 426; he 
commands under the Duke of 
York, and defeats the Dutch with 
great lo.«,s, and cha»cs them to the 
Tex el, 428; he is sent as ambas- 
sador to Spain, 429; the Duke of 
York insults him on the eve of the 
battle of Solebay, 430; his watch- 
fulness .saves the fleet; his gallant 
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conduct and death, 396, 431 ; his 
funeral, 432; his character; devo- 
tion of his crew, 433. 

Schomberg, Field Marshal Von, bis 
ancestry, birth, parentage, and 
education, 116; serves in the 
Thirty Years' War under Duke 
Bernhard, 117; afterwards under 
Marshal Turenne; he enters the 
Portuguese service, 118; the 
Spaniards under Don John of 
Austria invade Portugal; and 
summon Arronchez; Schomberg's 
attempt to relieve it frustrated by 
"Councils of War," 121; en- 
deavours to reconstruct the Portu- 
guese army, 122; he captures a 
Spanish convoy; the Spaniards 
take Jerumenha, 123; he resigns 
the command in disgust, but is 
recalled, 125; the nobles dispute 
his precedence, 126; Schomberg 
defeats the Spaniards at the battle 
of Ameixiel or O'Canal, 129 ; he 
captures Alcanza d* Alcantara, 131 ; 
defeats the Spaniards at the battle 
of Montes Claros, 135 ; he is en- 
nobled, and quits Portugal ; he is 
created a Marshal of France, and 
serves in Holland and on the 
Khine, 140 ; quits France on the 
Invocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
141 ; he lands with the Prince of 
Orange at Torbay, and is made a 
Marshal and General, and created 
a Duke and Knight of the Garter; 
his campaign in Ireland ; his dif- 
ference with King William, 144; 
he is killed while crossing the 
Boyne, 145 ; his descendants, 146 ; 
recapitulation of the Marshal's 
deeds ; his character, 147. 

Schram, Admiral, is killed, 469. 

Scilly Islands, capture of by Blake, 
327; Sir Cloudesley Shovel wrecked 
on, 605. 

Scignclai, M. de, death of, 510. 

Scncf, battle of, 72, 156. 

Sevigne, Madame de, 140. 

Shovel, Sir Cloudesley, a British 
Admiral, his birth, 592; daring 
act of young Shovel when a sea 
apprentice; Lieutenant Shovel U 
sent to negotiate with the Dey of 
Tripoli, 593; gallant exploit of 

T t 
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I.i*-iitrnant Shovrl : «vnv'» :it thf 
•U-ftfuv nf" T:m«:i»r. .V.i|. : hi* j«»in* 
tlii' I'rimv I't"' 'nir.c 1 : i* kui^rb.t* «l 
1-v WHIuiii III., ."id ; In* •■••in- 
iiKinilr* a -t.jii.iiln -II nt lUarhy 
Hi-.nl. niiil tin 1 " Kn\ul William "' 
at I*a Hi-iTii' ; <uititfarti>rv rvrfult 
of an in>|iitry intu hi* iMtulti^c. 
r>JHi ; hi* i-mltirk<t thf l.iml f'*r«v«* 
nt Camaivt IUv. .V.»7 : In* h*nu- 

• 

tanl* Dunkirk ami CiUis .M»n : 
tvnt tii Spain to ninf -nv Sir 
Uii»r^p KiH'kt 1 : «h:trf* in tin* 
rapt up* of (tihmlrar. .V.U : hit Mi* 

Cif Mjlhlim. li«N); Sir I'inllili'-li v 

Slinvrl I'ninmaii'N 1 1 1-» ailvauiv, 
•*lf J ; lii-i rrp**rt nf tin* :nti"n. 
iliil, rtij : ln> iMiiiiuauiU wi'li flu* 

K.lli i if I , i , t*Tl»»P»tll.'1l il? tin 1 I'Hp- 

tun* i if Ha nv bit: a, »h 'If : hi* -j'iri'. *\ 
mmliift at liUhnn ; \w r»iimiiiiml<> 
tln* tlii-t ut tlii* i'"iiili:iii'<l alt.irk 
nf thf iill:i--4 mi TiMil-iti. linH ; tin' 
pa«wii:i' of thf Var: •!• ff.it nf thf 
I'riiiff of Sufi'.! f"th:i ; tlo> ailif<« 
iihauilnii tin- riitfrpn-i'. <•"! : prv- 
vimi-j to hi>> ih*] >art up- hi-hniii^nriN 
tin* tnwii ami |Kirt nf Tallinn : In* 
ii wn-rknl mi tin- Sfillv I-lainl-* : 

hi* ImhIv llUruViTnl hv fl-hiTIIH'Il. 

0»5; hi-* n-iiiaiii't an* hurii«l in 
i?r*'iit staff in WiMiiiiiMti r AhU-y ; 
hii rhiinu'tfr, fn"i. 

Sivaji. o]i|h^cs tin* Kinpi-nir Aunm*:- 
zihf, 2T-1. 

Suliii-ki, John, Kini; of I'nlaml; hi* 
hirth, jmrfnt:iL'f, ami rarly nluni- 
tion, ln;J ; mtvi'm iiinlfr Ca-3iuir 
ami ilrffat* tlif Tartar'!. lo:i : 
ihlVatH tin 1 Turk-*, ami firin iimn-i 
tlifir |)ro]K«aU fur a jM'Ufr : <if. 
li-ati tin* Sultan in Mnhlavia, l<M ; 
i- rlt'cti'il Kini; of i'lilainl : ilrfiMt* 
tin- Turk* at Iji-iuhrrir. anil mil- 
rlinh-i it tri-atv with thriii. 105 ; 
tin- Turk* hi"»ii"j»i* Vienna, 1«hJ; 
Sohii-»ki mari'lit'i tn it«* nliff : jnv 
of the fiti/i'ti'i ; milt of tin- Turks 
\it.l; triumphal riitry of Sohic«ki 
into Vii'ima ; inirnit it u>lf of tin* 
Kiii]ifr<»r hi-opuM III.; Snhii-ski 
iipiiu ih-ft-ats tin- Turk-, I lli ; ili«»- 
roniforN of tin* rhi-ini; vi'iir* of 
h'lH lific ; hi* (li-ath, \\'.l\ hi* pi-r- 
Mmal appearance, hahits ami <:ha- 



rartor. lit: hi* oMent craml- 
tlrtMiclit* r nmrrio* the tint l*rv* 

ti'UihT. 115. 

S^Uh:»v. timt hattlo of. 152. IS3; 

*.hi»u.1 hut tlo of. 3t»S. 131. KV 
Spni«rff*'. Sir rMwnnl. m*|HiI««<» the 

Putrli in thf Thames 3yl ; \* 

kill. -1. t«»>. W. 
St.vukirk. Uittlo nf. 7«. 119. 
Swrilt'ii. ih-ath of the Kinc of. 37H. 
Swtvrs Aihniral, i* kilUM. K>'J. 

Tnluin«h. tii'nrrnl. i* killed nt Cn- 

m.ir»'t Il-iv. .V.»7. 
TaitiriiT, >l"i»'ri*h at t nrk on. tvpnlMxl: 

.V.» t : i« uhainlonnl. o\*o. 

Toil I" II. •Mi , tff of, f«*»3. 

T*mr villi*. Mai>1imI «Ir. » Kn^nrh 
Atliniml. hi-* hirth : ho i« mail? » 
Kniirht of Mu It a, UM>: \» vi.luu* 
tiiT-i a^iiiu-t ihf Turks ami «li«- 
tinirui-hi-H hiin«flf in an rmimntor 
wirh thf in, l!'l ; i« woumlnl in an 
art i- ai with AlirfriiH* PtrnU's li 1 - ; 
nlhv«l P'liiniitic rpi^mli* in hi* 
li ff. I'.)? — 1*.» I : he is pnwutvil nt 
tin* iiHirt of U'lii* XIV.. -Wo; 
fiimuiaiiil* n «hip in an oxjuilit ion 
to t'liinlin. UN! : M>n a v« uniU-r 
l)'K-.tn : ti* at tlu* hat tie of S»lt> 
hav. VJ7 : hi* raptures a Spanish 
fri-atf : n*vir*A'« a llift at Dunkirk 
in pn^'iiiv of IrfitiU XIV., ISlii; 
hf it iinininl Lifiitriiatit-lffiuTal 
of thp Nnvv, i»i >0; hi 1 hliH'kadi 1 * 
<iriina. ami mtivevK tin* Diim 1 to 
Mar-rilh^. Tilll ; nrropilHi' of IH* 
Ton rvi He, 54 >2 ; hi* liiarriapr. &4)5 ; 
hi* i* math 1 ViiH'-Adiniral U« a ni*ral t 
fi(Ni; hf fiiiTHpi* the ronfnlorttto 
tli-i't otf Ih'iirhv HcihI. nml re- 
niaiiiK mnsti-r of the Channel. AOS ; 
In* ma k ft ii (lfflcent on Teijrn- 
inouth. nml hurim part i>f tho 
town. TitH.i; hr is hafllnl l»v Admi- 
ral Itii«»i'll in nil nttcni]*t to eaptnrv 
tin- Smyrna thrt. Mil; he rect>iveii 
oplrri to ti^'lit the Kn^lirih at all 
hii/iinls r> 1 :* ; he receive* counter 
onliTri fn mi the Kin*: too late, 
r> 1 .""> ; tin- halt li> of La llofrue, 61fi; 
Di> Tuiirvilh*. notwithsUndiiiK hi* 
ihffat, it mnde a Murahal of 
Krancf, 51 H ; he organiM-ii a new 
hW't, 510; he captures the greater 
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part of the Smyrna fleet, 520; 
De Tourville and his men are feted ! 
at Toalon, 521 ; he is blockaded [ 
in Toulon bv Admiral Russell, 522 ; I 
his death ; his character, 524. 

Traun, Otto Ferdinand, Count of 
Abensberg, a Prussian Field Mar- 
shal, his family and early educa- 
tion, 2S7 ; serves under Stabrem- 
berg, in Spain ; is wounded, 288 ; 
his brave stand at San Germano ; 
and defence of Capua, 290 ; made 
Feldzeugraeistcr, 291; quells an 
insurrection in Hungary : is made 
Imperial Field Marshal, 292 ; de- 
feats the Spaniards at Bologna, 
293 ; resigns his command in Italy 
295 ; appointed adlatu* to Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, 296 : Traun's 
masterly passage of the Rhine, 
297 ; lie recro^ses the Rhine and 
marches to Bohemia, where Fre- 
derick the Great had seized Prague, 
299 ; siege of Prague ; Traun 
baffles the King of Prussia, 304 ; j 
he harasses Frederick by his inces- : 
sant manoeuvres, 306 ; he receives ' 
orders to cut off the King from ! 
Prague, 308 ; the Prussians with- ! 
draw from Prague, 310; the f 
Prussians evacuate Bohemia ; con- j 
test about the election of an Em- ! 
peror, 311 ; marvellous example | 
of Tnmn's practical strategy, which 
compels the French to recross the 
Rhine, 312; Maria Theresa and 
the newly elected Emperor visit 
Traun in his camp, 314; his 
death ; his general character and 
eminent military talents, 314; his 
high military character not suffi- 
ciently prized in military memoirs, 
31 5 ; probable reasons of this neg- 
lect, 316. 

Trii-oli, Blake concludes a treaty ! 
with the Dey of, 350 ; D'Estrees ! 
compels the Dey to release the ' 
Christian prisoners, 5-17 ; Sir John j 
Narborough destroys the ships in 
the harbour, 591. 

Tromp, Martin, a Dutch Admiral ; 
his birth, 301 ; he is taken prisoner 
by the English, 362; he is made 
Admiral, and twice defeats the 
Spaniards, 363; he attacks the i 



Spanish fleet in the Downs, and 
gains a complete victory, 364; 
honours paid to him in England 
and Holland, 365; in the Com- 
monwealth war he is defeated 
by Blake ; but afterwards defeats 
Blake, and rides in triumph 
through the Channel with a 
broom at his masthead; he is 
however successively defeated by 
Blake, 366; he is killed in a 
battle with Monk, 346, 367, 374; 
his character as a Naval Com- 
mander, 367. 
Tromp, Cornells, or Van Tromp, 
Admiral-General of Holland; his 
birth, 448; he commands the 
"Moon" in a battle with the 
English off Leghorn, in which 
the English were defeated, 450; 
he chastises the Algerines, 451; 
he commands a squadron at the 
first battle of Solebay, 452; on 
the death of Opdam, he conducts 
the retreat of the Dutch fleet, 
453 ; he is appointed to the chief 
command, but is superseded by 
De Buyter, 455; he refuses to 
serve as second in command, 
456 ; at length consents to serve, 
457; Van Tromp's gallant con- 
duct in the four days fight, 461 ; 
his equivocal behaviour in the 
action off the North Foreland, 463 ; 
De Buyter's remarks on his con- 
duct, and Tromp's defence, 463, 
461; his commission is revoked; 
Louis XIV. offers him a command 
in the French Navy: his noble 
reply, 465: he is restored to the 
service, 466; commands a squa- 
dron in three battles under De 
Buyter, 466, 467; his desperate 
encounter with Sir Edward 
Spragge, 468 ; he insults the 
French coast, 469 ; he is knighted 
by Charles II., 470; he is sent 
to the Sound, 471; he is made 
a Count by the King of Den- 
mark ; his timely arrival in the 
Baltic, 472; he assists in the 
captures of Stettin and the Isle 
of Bugen ; his death ; his charac- 
ter, 473 ; his jealousy of De Buy- 
ter and unworthy behaviour to 
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H weens, gn-at biota on hi* jne« 
luory, 474. 
'Juiiife, Make eonHudetf a treaty with ! 
tin; Jiey of, H50. 

Van (jaleij, Admiral, U killed, 4&0. 
Vuuhnn invent* " \r.imiUh," \o\. 
Vij/-i> Hay, di-iilruction of the rremh ! 

Heel in, and capture of the hjxiiiifeli 

galleon*, 0J!5. 

Wager, tingiilar, I^H w»'cii Chateau 
Keguaud and |>i; TourvilJe, i'.to, 

G75. 

Waidi-'-k, J'rim'c of, deft at of, at 

l-'Jeiiru&, 7- r i. 
Weston, Karl of J'ortluud, i* killc.il 

ill. hoh-bay, 4f/ri. 

VViJJiiiiu 111., Kin^r of Knglaud, hi« 
birth, Ml); take* the oath* a* 
ritadthoidi r, and repair* to tin; 
ttnuy, If; I ; he tuki'H Noenh-u, 
1 51 ; battle of Kcnrif, Jr>7; Coudl'tf 
tribute to the conduct of William, 
lf>h; William is bcized with the 
amall-jjox ; devotion of young 
Jiculiuck ; t.lit- I'rince raise* the 
siege of Maebtrieht; hi; lose* the 
buttle of Mont Cubbel, J 01 ; Wil- 
liam marrieb the I'rim-cbb Mury of 
Knghtnd, HW; 'J'rt'iity of Nimc- 
gueii ; dUpleabiirc of William ; he 
attack* Luxembourg lit Casteuu, 
107; he receive* Jiihhop Jiiiruct 
into hi* eoiiwh lire; (several of 
the Kn^Ii^h nohility titi'l gentry 
ui'W. him to iibfeibt them hy arm*, 
J 01) ; lie deride* oil the invasion of 
Kugluiid, 170; he laud* ut Tor- 
bay, 171 ; he iiiarehc* to Kkcter, 
172; desertion of Churchill and 
otln is, and of the 1'rinee of I)eii- 
tuurk and (lie J'riiK'ebb A line from 
Juiiii'B 11.; he continue* hib march, 
17:*; flight of .luiueii JJ., 171; the 

l'rilice enters London, 1710; tfiiliK?* 
11. him lb in r'ranre, 170; 1'ar- 
liiiuieiit declares the J'riuce and 
I'riuccth of Orange. King ami 

Queen of Lnglaud, 177; King 



William <lw:Iare* War agaiu«l 
France, 17'J; hi* lamb* at Car- 
rirkfergu*, and march** to m*et 
Kin/ Jame*, Itfi; William i* 
wounded, 1^-1 ; he /tally de- 
feat* King J allies at the battle 
of the Jioyiic, 1MJ; he ljc»icge« 
Limerick, hut i* com | jelled to 
rai*e the ticge, }HH; he return* 
to Kngland, and apjjoinU Marl- 
thorough to the command in Ire- 
land, l'JO; Willium take« the com- 
mand of the Confederate army 
in Holland, I'.ri; uurn/w e«.-ajju 
of the Kui\£, VJ'A; dei»iu;ii a^aiitet 
hi« life, Witt; he i« defeated hy 
LujUfjiihour^ at the battle of 
Kteeiikirk, lliU; lie relieves <!\itir- 
leroi, and return* to Knj/lhud ; hia 
iinciyn^enial di«>j>oteitioij, 2001 ; lie 
narrowly e$cune« cai;tur>; by l)u 
Hart, W>8; he u^raiu take» the 
com maud, and force* tlie French 
lilies 204; he i« defeated hy JjUX- 
emljourg at the huttJe of Neer- 
winden, 'IMS', lii'rwick, taken 
>riboner, in brought hefore Wil- 
inm, 207 ; hi* bravery extort* l\w. 
a<lmiratiou of bib Hiemi<*a, 21 Oj 
he foniito a Whig ministry; re- 
turnii to Holland, 211; he cap- 
turea 11 uy, 214; return* to Kug- 
laud; di'ath of Qu«^n Mttry j ha 
in jrreatly afl'ecU^d by her death; 
he attend* her funeral, 2H5; he 
again takeb tlie fiehl, and n«</lveH 
to invent Nainur, 218; bucc<*b*ful 
ttbbiiult of the confederate», 21 'J; 
J)e JloulHertt finally aurrtfiiderH Ut 
King William, 224; I'uhlic tUukn- 
giviugn for the capture of Nuiuur, 
225; 1'loU agaiubt the Kin^v 
life; Oalaib U \nnu Iwrded, 22tf{ 
William'tf title to the Crown i* 
veci^uVM'A hy tlie Treaty at Kya- 
wiek, 229; he fall* from hi* 
honut; hi* dtiath, 2^0; hi* military 
and iMjIiticaJ charaeUrr, 2!U ; hi* 
delight in danger; bin domentie 
character! 232, 
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